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Description
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Comparison
with Adult
IPV
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Many Similarities to Adult IPV
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Similarities with Adult IPV




Differences from Adult IPV

Not financially dependent on abusers

Less likely to cohabit or have children together

Lack of relationship experience

Dependence on peers
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The Silent Epidemic
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COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL
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Important
Events
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Rihanna
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How Common
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How Common?
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IPV Starts Early
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* 37% are victims (12 yrs) of
psychological dating violence*

* 15% are victims (12 yrs) of physical
dating violence*

* 31% are victims (12 yrs) of
electronic dating aggression™®

« 25% are victims (13-18 yrs) of sexual

abuse (pressured to perform oral
sex or engage in intercourse)™™

*RWI Fdn & Futures Without Violence, [
Prevention in Middle School Matters,

Exec. Summary (2012);

**Liz Claiborne, Teen Dating Abuse Survey '
(2005)

/
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Role of Technology
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Plays major role in TDV

Frequent texting &
calling

Revenge sexting

Technology-enhanced
stalking



Role of Technology: Research
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More than 1/3 of teensin
dating relationships say
their partner checked up on
them as many as 30x/day
(regarding whereabouts &
companions)

Almost 1/5 of dating teens
say their partner made
them afraid not to respond
to cell phone calls, emails
or texts.

Peter Picard, Liz Claiborne, Tech
Abuse in Teen Relationships

Study (2007) (615 youth, age
13-18]



Overlap

About 50% of
dating youth
report mutual
violence

Taylor &
Mumford, NORC
(2014)

Copyright (c) 2022 D. Kelly Weisberg  All rights reserved.



Gender

* Boys are more likely to
inflict injuries as a
result of perpetrating
dating violence than

girls.
Am. J. Preventative Med. 34
(2008): 30-38
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TDV Homicides
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Girls (aged 12-15) who
are victims of intimate
partner homicides

Rennison, Bureau of Justice
Statistics, IPV & Age (2001)



TDV Homicides
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Girls (aged 16-19) who
are victims of intimate
partner homicides

Rennison, Bureau of Justice
Statistics, IPV & Age (2001)
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Victim Characteristics
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TDV starts early: by age 11 (CDC)

Higher rates of TDV for girls: 25% of high school
girls have been abused physically or sexually
(Pediatrics 116: 272-276)

Partner violence escalates throughout teenage
years

TDV is predictor of adult intimate partner violence



* Rapid involvement in relationship

e Excessive jealousy

* Invasions of privacy

* Explosive anger & force during arguments
* Unusual moodiness

* Pressuring partner into unwanted sex

* Blaming for problems & not taking responsibility
e Controlling behavior

e |solation from friends & family

* Constantly monitoring whereabouts

* False accusations

* Ruining personal property

* Taunting & bullying

* Threatening or causing physical violence.

/
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Health Consequences

Physical injury
& death
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TDV Link to

Social
Problems

TDV™ Ve

Crimes
At' RiSk Sexual
Behavior Harassment
\De]mqum /

Gangs
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Influence of Parents & Peers




Parents Are Out of Touch

Fewer than 1/3 of teens in abusive
relationships confided in their
parents

Nearly half of parents with children
aged 11-18 have not discussed
dating violence with them

2/3’s of daughters have not had a
conversation about dating abuse
with their parents

>Liz Claiborne Study, Teen
Dating Abuse Survey (2005)
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Peer
Involvement

Only 1 out of 3 victims ever told
anyone about it

73% of teens (age 13-18) would
turn to a friend for help in case of
dating abuse

>Liz Claiborne Study, Teen Dating
Abuse Survey (2005)
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State & Federal Policy
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Law’s Response
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Criminal Response
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Civil Protection
Orders

Expedited remedy
Judicial petition

Requires abusers to stay
away from victims via no

contact & stay-away orders &
other restrictions

Carries threat of criminal
prosecution for violations

RESTRAINING
ORDER

III| pL—
W
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Advantages CPO




Criticisms

Adhia et al., Variation in State
Laws, J. Adolescent Health
(2019) 30:1-6
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Protection Orders in
California

Cal. Fam. Code
§6211 (c)

* Minors (aged 12 & under)
can file for PO without a
parent

e Butif under 18 & living with CALIFORNIA
a parent, then parent must

be notified unless judge
determines notification isn’t
in minors’ best interests
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Protection Orders in

District of Columbia
D.C. Code §16-1003 (6A)

Victims 13-15 yrs can petitionifina
qualifying relationship (romantic,
dating, or sexual relationship)

Victims <12 need a parent to file on
their behalf

If a parent files for a minor who is
age 13 or older, the judge must
consider the minor’s wishes in
deciding whether to issue the PO &
its terms



Protection Orders in Virginia
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Victims can get PO for “family abuse: acts by
“family or household member” involving violence,
force, or threat that results in physical injury or
places person in reasonable fear of death, sexual
assault, or bodily injury

Eligibile: spouse/former; some relatives; co-Parent
or cohabitant (dating partners are not eligible) (Va
Code §16.1-228)

Only emancipated minors can file for protection
orders on their own behalf

PO is available via petition to Juvenile & Domestic
Rglatlons District Court if either party is under age
1



Another
Approach:
TDV
Prevention
Education
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* First state law on teen dating
violence prevention education

* Lindsay Ann Burke Act (2007)
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Lindsay Ann Burke:
Who was She?
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Lindsay’s Mother’s Role
in Law Reform

She lobbied for R.I. state law

* She testified before Congress
regarding importance of
prevention through education

* Urged Congress to fully fund
program (as part of VAWA) to
provide money for training
school personnel, developing
policies, and supporting victims
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Mother’s Role

 Started MADE (Moms and Dads
for Education to stop dating
abuse) with Liz Claiborne, Inc. to
advocate nationally for middle &
high schools to teach TDV

* R.l.law became model for other
states

 Then-R.l. State Attorney General
(Sheldon Whitehouse) became
U.S. Senator & authored language
about TDV prevention in federal
law
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I_| N d Say e Offers workshops to health

teachers, school staff, parents

An n e Donates free curriculum
materials to schools

B u rke e Sponsors annual poster

contest for h.s. students

e Created a DVD training

e Created web resource site for
health teachers
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Rhode Island
Lindsay Ann Burke Act (2007)
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R.l. Lindsay Ann Burke Act (2005)

R.l. Gen. Laws Ann. §816-85-1, 16-85-2, 16-21-30, 16-22-24

1. School districts must develop dating violence policy to address
incidents that occur at school and inform parents of such policy

2. School districts must provide training to administrators, teachers,
nurses, mental health staff at middle & high school levels

3. School districts must teach age-appropriate dating violence
curriculum through HEALTH EDUCATION classes every year in grades 7

through 12

4. Strong recommendation for dating violence awareness trainings for
parents
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e (d) Each school district shall provide
dating violence training to all
administrators, teachers, nurses, and
mental health staff at the middle and
high school levels....

* The dating violence training shall
include, but not be limited to:

* basic principles of dating violence;
warnings signs of dating violence; and
the school district's dating violence
policy, to ensure that they are able to
appropriately respond to incidents of
dating violence at school. Thereafter,
this training shall be provided yearly to 0
all newly hired staff deemed appropriate
to receive the training by the school's ,
administration.

* R.l.Gen. Laws §16-21-30
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TDV Prevention Programs




States with School TDV Laws

* Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
lllinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio,

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, and Washington

* Nat’l Conf of State Legislatures,
Teen Dating Violence (2018)
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School TDV Laws

Mandatory versus Permissive

Curriculum Reform versus Policy/Protocols
Training of School Personnel

Develop Response & Reporting Mechanisms

* Nat’l Conf of State Legislatures,
Teen Dating Violence (2018)
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TDV Prevention

Education
Va. Code Ann. §22.1-207.1:1
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“ETHE HOne'

Other State TDV Education Laws
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Federal Law

VAWA Reauthorization 2013

e Authorized grants for a new TDV
prevention program

e Saving Money and Reducing
Tragedies through Prevention Act
(SMART Prevention Act)



Authorized grants:

* To develop, maintain, or enhance
programs that change attitudes and
behaviors around the acceptability of
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking and
provide education and skills training
to young individuals and individuals 0
who influence young individuals....

/
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* Such a program should include—

 (A) age and developmentally-appropriate
education on domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, stalking, and sexual
coercion, as well as healthy relationship
skills, in school, in the community, or in
health care settings;

* (B) community-based collaboration and
training for those with influence on youth,
such as parents, teachers, coaches,
healthcare providers, faith-leaders, older
teens, and mentors;

* (C) education and outreach to change
environmental factors contributing to
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual '
assault, and stalking; an

(D) policy development targeted to ,
prevention, including school-based policies

and protocols.
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Implications

e Focus on TDV prevention e Mandatory laws are difficult to

e Focus on younger adolescents pass
e Impetus has often been death of a
teen

e Dependent on parents’ lobbying

efforts
e Lack of funding for implementation
e Need comprehensive response

» Criminal & civil response

» Protection orders for teens

» Appropriate resources &
interventions
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* Senator Murkowski’s bill would amend
Public Health Service Act to rename a
formerly authorized demonstration grant
as “Bree’s Law”

* Bill allows demonstration grants for the
purpose of improving adolescent health

* The bill also aims to teach teens:

» where to go for help if they experience dating
violence,

» how to build healthy relationships,

» how to practice positive communication '
skills, and

» how to recognize and prevent abusive
relationships from the start. ,

/
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VAWA Proposed Legislation
amending Public Health Service Act

(Bree’s Law, S. 2364)

Develop education and programs relating to TDV & abuse
awareness and prevention (at no-cost to high school & middle
school students in U.S.) to teach teens about healthy relationships
& to recognize/prevent abusive relationships

Create an interagency working group to address TDV (including
DHHS, DOE, DOJ) & including parents of TDV & TDV survivors

Require annual report to Secretary of HHS with recommendations
to reduce and prevent teen dating violence
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Custody Laws
Put Safety First

by Danielle Pollack & Joan Meier

Over the pas: five years there
has been growing atention
to the failure of child cusiody
coures wo protect chibdren at risk
from a dangerous parent. One
response has been  mounting
pressure  for sronger oustody
laws to bewer protect children
in these cases. Armed with new
research abow dismrbing fam-
ily coun ouwomes, advocates,
expens, and survivors of nighe
marish experiences in  family
courts are showly bue deliberarely
advancing federal and state seanr-
tory reforms aimed at addressing:
the problem. These reforms seek
w0 ensure that cours prioritim
children’s safety over parents’
rights, close gaps bemween the
privase custody and child welfare
systems for ar-risk children and
improve judicial and coun per
sonnel training standards.

This article briefly introduces
the movement for family cour
change and describes a sex of fed-
eral and state reforms thae have
recently been achieved or are in
progress. It then discusses some
key policy isues which have
arisen in the development of
these reforms, while offering the
authors” perspectives and  guid-
ance o furure policy advocates.
Movement for Family Court
Reform

Ower the past several decades
a “protective paremt” mMOVemen:
demanding child-safery reforms
has been growing in the U5, and
imernationally. Tr is fueled by
patterns of disturbing outcomes,

Ser CUSTUNY LAWS, pagee 11

Innovative Legal Remedies for

Coercive Control
by D. Kelly Weisberg and Julie Saffren

L Background

The docrine of coercive control
marks a radical vansformation in our
undersanding of intimate panner
vinlence. It has slowly revolationized
the feld by enhancing our knowledge
of the underlying dynamics of power
and control. In the past few years,
law reform effors have culminated
in the codificaion of coercive con-
trol in several foreign countries and a
few American stases. The codification
movement sems from an awareness
that new strategies are NEeCessary ol
capeure this pattern of abuse that the
law herewofore failed to recognize.

Forensic social worker Evan Siark
coined the phmase “coercive conwol™
in anicles in the 19%0s and a land mark
book in 2007.! Coercive conwol con-
sists of an ongoing course of abusive
psychological conduce that s some-
times mterwoven with physical abuse
Irs effects are cumularive
incidenv-based. This undemandmg
contrases with the waditional view of
intimate partner violence as discrete
incidents of physical assaul in which
severity is measured by the extent and
seriousness of physical injury. Taceics of
coercive control involve intimidadon,

degradation, humiliation, surveillance,
and solation. This conduct is designed
0 establish a regime of dominasion of
the vicim in daily life that is intended
o instll fear, dependence, compli
ance, loyalty, and shame.

This form of abwse is widespread;
perhaps as many as 60% w 80% of
abwsed women experience coercive
control in addition wo their experiences
of physical and emotional abase ? Coer-
«ive conerol can be jus as damaging as,
and sometimes more damaging than,
physical violence. It can lead o severe
depression, post-taumaric swess disor-
der, and sometimes suicide.

D Stark concepaualizes the offense in
«criminal terms —noe as a crime of assauh
e racher as a “Bbeny orime” focused
on depriving victims of their rights o
physical securiey, dignity, and respece. As
he explains, “Emphasis shifis from what
men do v women o what they keep
women from doing. ™ He has proposed
mmndzwmnasamemnﬁecognmng

Several legal schalars have adopeed
Dr. Seark’s formulation in advocating

Sor LEGAL REMETNES, et prage

About This Issue . ..

cussoidy decision making.

This issue of VR foouses on cutting-edge developmenis in domestic vio-
lence policy: (1) Ew reform incorpomatng
(2) law reform o prioritize children's safery over parents” righes in child

D Eelly Weisherg, Editor, Domestic Vielenar Repert

“coercive control” ino law, and

California Cnl.l'tu!Mneﬂ Cases Marklrmm‘lx‘l\'ictnrllsfor

Survivors and Advocales .
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