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Lesson One:

Introduction On Predators Who Conduct Elder Financial Abuse
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For some individuals, this is their first training class in 

Elder Financial Abuse.
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Goals for today’s training: 

 

• Provide an introduction on what elder financial abuse REALLY looks like in 

the United States today.

• Discuss actions you can take NOW to prevent elder financial abuse.
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Training Agenda

1. First two cases - set the tone of the presentation

2. Background on myself and the Center

3. Mission and goals 

4. Predator Fundamental Principles:  Detection and Control

5. Examples of three convicted financial predators 

6. A “tech support” scheme from Arlington, VA

7. Virginia General Assembly passes law on February 23rd

8. Steps to protect seniors & review of the Center’s website
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In this training, you will see videos from:

• Victims

• Convicted predators
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In this training, we go beyond a list of ”red flags”.
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Next, let’s look at our first two cases to ”set the tone” 

of the presentation.
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Our first case:  John McKendrick, US Naval Academy Class of 1966, victim 

of a “tech support” scheme.
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       Our second case:  Roger Dale Williams, church pastor, convicted predator



Convicted Predator:  Roger Williams – Church Pastor
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My Background

• Retired FBI Agent with 24 years of experience

• Served as an active-duty Army officer for 9 years (Field Artillery)

• Researched our nation’s efforts to combat elder financial abuse since 
2012

• Our Center is a veteran operated, 501c3 nonprofit organization
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Mission and Goals

• Mission of the Center:  Lead the way in protecting the elderly and their 
families from predators who commit elder financial abuse.

• Goals of the Center:  
1) Increase awareness of the scale and scope of the threat posed by 

financial predators.

2) Provide innovative detection and prevention solutions.

• Note:  Currently, there are 58 million elders in the United States.  There 
will be 70 million by 2030.
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Annual Cost of Elder Financial Abuse

What if our Center can reduce the annual cost of elder financial 
abuse by only .1% (we don’t touch 99.9%)?

.1% of $28.3 Billion = $28.3 Million

I am confident that we can do this!
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HOW does the Center accomplish its mission?

• We go beyond the “red flags” and look at this crime through the eyes of the 
predator 

• We study predators and learn their fundamental principles
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Predator Fundamental Principles:  Control and Detection

• Main goal for any predator:  GAIN CONTROL

• How does a predator gain control:  AVOID DETECTION

• Result:  A predator that avoids DETECTION is in CONTROL of his prey

• This is what I meant by going beyond the “red flags”

• Time element:  Predator crimes can happen “IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE”



Predator Fundamentals:  
Control and Detection

The late Mickey Rooney, age 90, before the 
Senate Aging Committee on March 2, 2011:

“You can be in CONTROL of your life one minute 
and in the next minute, you have absolutely no 
CONTROL.  Sometimes this happens quickly, but 
other times it is very gradual.”
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Ponzi Schemes:  One of the most effective “attack vectors”

• William Neil “Doc” Gallagher:  Christian talk show host 

• Scott Kohn:  The ”Bernie Madoff” of elder financial abuse
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Doc Gallagher hid in “plain sight” on Christian radio and avoided detection.
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       Our next case:  Scott Kohn, the “Bernie Madoff” of elder financial abuse



Scott Kohn:  The “Bernie Madoff” of EFA





Scott Kohn:  The “Bernie Madoff” of EFA
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       Our next case:  Rusty Rahm also stole $300 million from the elderly.
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       Rusty Rahm avoided detection from 2000 through 2020 – approximately 

20 years!
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Understand the scale and scope of the threat posed by financial predators.

Two predators successfully stole $300 million.

• Scott Kohn sentenced on August 18, 2022

• Rusty Rahm pleads guilty on December 8, 2022

These cases happened less than two years ago!

These cases are approximately four months apart!
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Our last case:  Rich Brune, age 75

Arlington, VA

Lost $800,000 through a ”tech support” scheme

Date:  October 6, 2023
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CBS News:  Rich Brune
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Virginia General Assembly







Virginia General Assembly



Virginia General Assembly
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What to do if you spot elder financial abuse?

1. Report allegation to local law enforcement

2. If it is an internet-based crime, report to the FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center:  ic3.gov

3. Report allegation to trusted family member

4. Consider measures to reduce predator’s control of victim
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• Please visit our website, www.ENDEFA.org for more educational 
material.

http://www.endefa.org/
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Financial Vulnerability Survey



Financial Vulnerability Survey



Final Thought:  Mickey 
Rooney

The late Mickey Rooney, age 90, before the 
Senate Aging Committee on March 2, 2011:

“I’m asking you to stop this elderly abuse.  I mean 
stop it now.  Not tomorrow, not next month, but 
now.”
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