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Introduction

This publication presents a summary of legislation considered by the Virginia General Assembly
at its 2024 Regular Session through adjournment sine die on March 9, 2024. Detailed information
on any piece of legislation in Virginia may be found on the Virginia Legislative Information Sys-
tem (http://lis.virginia.gov).

Bill summaries are organized by alphabetical subject areas that correspond to titles in the Code of
Virginia. Bills that affect more than one Code title have been placed under the dominant subject
area of the legislation. Bills that do not amend the Code of Virginia are also listed under the sub-
ject headings. Within each subject heading, the bills are further differentiated as Passed, Failed,
or Carried Over. Passed bills are subject to review and veto by the Governor; thus, some of the
bills listed as passed in this volume may be amended and some may not become law. Bills that
have been vetoed by the Governor or that have received Governor’s recommendations and may be
acted upon by the General Assembly at the Reconvened Session on April 17, 2024, include such
notation accordingly.

The General Assembly sometimes incorporates provisions from one bill into another bill, so even
if a bill has failed, one or more of its provisions may exist in legislation that has been passed. If a
summary indicates that a bill must be reenacted by the 2025 Session of the General Assembly, its
provisions will not become effective on July 1, 2024, unless the bill is amended at the Reconvened
Session to remove that requirement.

Five special categories of legislation follow the bills listed by subject area: constitutional amend-
ment resolutions, other resolutions, miscellaneous noncodified bills (including the budget, bonds,
and claims bills), charter bills, and study resolutions.
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Passed

P HB233 Virginia Economic Development Part-
nership Authority; eligible site for site development grant;
minimum acreage requirement. Provides that the Virginia
Economic Development Partnership Authority may determine
a site of at least 50 contiguous acres to be an eligible site if
such site meets certain criteria provided in the bill to receive a
site development grant from the Virginia Business Ready Sites
Program Fund. This bill is identical to SB 135.

Patron - Campbell

P HB237 Virginia Growth and Opportunity
Board. Modifies aspects of the Virginia Growth and Opportu-
nity Board by adding a fourth Secretary to the Board's mem-
bership, to be appointed by the Governor, and providing that
the Secretary of Labor may be one of the Secretaries appointed
to the Board. The bill also reduces the amount of matching
funds required for any grant awarded from the Virginia Growth
and Opportunity Fund by requiring such funds to be equal to at
least half of the grant awarded until July 1, 2028.

Patron - Austin

P HB242 Virginia Public Procurement Act; com-
petitive negotiation; exceptions to contractual terms and
conditions of the Request for Proposal. Removes the prohi-
bition on a public body from requiring an offeror to state in a
proposal any exception to any liability provisions contained in
a Request for Proposal for information technology. The bill
also requires an offeror to state any exception to any contrac-
tual terms or conditions in writing at the time of responding to
such Request for Proposal, if so requested by the public body,
which exception shall be considered during negotiations, but
prohibits the public body from basing the scoring or evaluation
on such exceptions when selecting offerors for negotiations.
Current law only prohibits a public body from requiring an
offeror to state in a proposal any exception to the liability pro-
visions of the Request for Proposal. As introduced, the bill was
a recommendation of the Public Body Procurement Work
Group. This bill is identical to SB 242.

Patron - Bulova

P HB311 Virginia Public Procurement Act; local
public bodies; electronic submissions of bids or proposals.
Mandates that all local public bodies provide an option to sub-
mit bids or proposals for procurement contracts through the
Commonwealth's statewide electronic procurement system,
known as eVA, or other electronic means. Current law only
encourages local public bodies to use eVA for such submis-
sions. The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025.
Patron - Hope

P HB317 office of the Children's Ombudsman;
children’s residential facility. Authorizes the Office of the
Children's Ombudsman to request that the Department of
Social Services, the local department of social services, a chil-
dren's residential facility, or a child-placing agency grant
access and provide consent to interview children in foster care
who are the subject of or the complainant in an investigation.
The bill also contains technical amendments.

Patron - Gardner

P HB333 Virginia Council on Environmental
Justice; meetings and staffing; appointment of members.
Allows the members of the Virginia Council on Environmental

Justice to travel throughout the Commonwealth to view and
record conditions related to human health and the environment
within and in close proximity to environmental justice commu-
nities. The bill prohibits the Secretary of Natural and Historic
Resources from delegating any requested staff support for the
Council to any agency, regardless of whether such agency is an
agency for which the Secretary is responsible to the Governor.
The bill further directs any vacancy in the membership of the
Council that is in existence on the date the bill's provisions take
effect, other than a vacancy occurring by the expiration of a
term, to be filled for the unexpired term no later than August
31, 2024. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Jones

P HB342 Naloxone or other opioid antagonists;
possession and administration by state agencies. Requires
state agencies to possess naloxone or other opioid antagonists
used for overdose reversal to a person who is believed to be
experiencing or about to experience a life-threatening opioid
overdose and permits employees of any state agency to possess
and administer naloxone or other opioid antagonists. The bill
also directs the Department of Health to post on its website
informational resources relating to the use of naloxone and
other opioid antagonists for opioid overdose reversal and pre-
vention in public places. Finally, the bill directs the Depart-
ment of Health to develop a plan for the procurement and
distribution of naloxone or other opioid antagonists to each
state agency and for the possession of naloxone or other opioid
antagonists by each state agency and to report its progress in
developing such plan to the Governor and the Chairmen of the
House Committee on Health and Human Services and the Sen-
ate Committee on Education and Health by November 1, 2024.
Patron - Hope

P HB356 investment of public funds. Allows any
qualified public entity of the Commonwealth to invest in asset-
backed securities that are guaranteed by the United States or
any agency thereof. This bill is identical to SB 510.

Patron - Fowler

P HB589 office of Data Governance and Analyt-
ics; reciprocal data-sharing agreements; veteran-specific
data. Allows the Office of Data Governance and Analytics to
enter into reciprocal data agreements with state agencies for
the purpose of sharing veteran-specific data in order to support
data-informed outreach plans for veterans.

Patron - Glass

P HB613 Henrietta Lacks Commission; sunset
date. Changes the sunset of the Henrietta Lacks Commission
from July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2024.

Patron - Price

P HB651 Virginia Information Technologies
Agency; assess the creation of a cyber civilian corps for the
Commonwealth; report. Directs the Virginia Information
Technologies Agency to assess the creation of a cyber civilian
corps for the Commonwealth, including determining (i) the
utility of such a corps, (ii) eligibility for such corps, and (iii)
availability of potential volunteers. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Feggans

P HB712 Six-year financial plan. Modifies the
requirements for the six-year financial plan submitted by the
Governor to the General Assembly by (i) requiring that such
plan be submitted on or before the first day of each regular ses-
sion of the General Assembly instead of on or before the first
day of each regular session of the General Assembly held in an
even-numbered year as required by current law and (ii) provid-
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ing that such plan ensure structural balance between projected
revenues and expenditures for the six-year period. This bill is
identical to SB 399.

Patron - Torian

P HB728 Department of General Services; Divi-
sion of Purchases and Supply; disposition of surplus mate-
rials; technological equipment. Permits the Department of
General Services to establish procedures for a buy-back or
trade-in agreement with a purchasing vendor for surplus tech-
nological equipment.

Patron - Maldonado

P HB738 Space Force; extension of certain bene-
fits and privileges for persons serving in a branch of the
Armed Forces. Amends several provisions of law related to
certain benefits and privileges available to persons serving or
having served in a branch of the Armed Forces to include the
Space Force as an eligible branch. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Sewell

P HB782 Virginia Human Rights Act; dual-filed
civil actions. Clarifies timelines for dual-filing complaints
alleging unlawful discrimination under the Virginia Human
Rights Act and the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. The bill allows either the complainant or the respon-
dent for any charge of discrimination to request a notice of the
right to file a civil action after the Commission has closed its
file on such charge of discrimination. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Herring

P HB814 Virginia Tourism Authority; powers;
historically accurate advertising. Requires the Virginia Tour-
ism Authority, in consultation with The Library of Virginia, the
Virginia African American Advisory Board, and other subject
matter experts, to create guidelines for the Authority's publica-
tions and advertising materials to ensure the accurate represen-
tation in such publications and advertising materials of the
experiences of enslaved persons at and the contributions of
enslaved persons to properties in the Commonwealth with a
historic link to slave ownership.

Patron - Mundon King

P HB816 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
effective date of procedures for conducting meetings held
through electronic communication means during declared
states of emergency. Provides that the provisions for conduct-
ing a meeting by electronic means due to a state of emergency
stated in the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) are
declarative of existing law since March 20, 2020, with respect
to the Governor's declared state of emergency due to COVID-
19. Under the bill, any meeting by a public body using elec-
tronic communication means occurring from that date until
July 1, 2021, and any otherwise lawful action taken at it is vali-
dated with respect to FOIA if the body provided public notice,
public access, and public comment commensurate with the
requirements of existing FOIA provisions regarding electronic
and closed meetings. The bill is a response to the case Berry v.
Bd. of Supervisors (Va. 2023) and is a recommendation of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council. This bill is
identical to SB 244.

Patron - Cherry

P HB818 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
definitions of meetings and public business. Exempts certain
public meetings from the definition of "meeting" under the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act to clarify that three or
more members of a public body may appear and participate in

such public meeting without violating the Act, provided that no
public business is transacted or discussed. The bill also
exempts members of a public body who attend a public meet-
ing of a second public body without violating the Act, provided
that no public business is transacted or discussed. Finally, the
bill defines "public business" as activity that a public body has
undertaken or proposed to undertake on behalf of the people it
represents. The bill states that its provisions are declarative of
existing law. This bill is identical to SB 36.

Patron - Cherry

P HB894 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
electronic meetings. Amends the number of all-virtual public
meetings that public bodies, with certain exceptions, may con-
vene in a calendar year to no more than two times per calendar
year or 50 percent of the meetings held per calendar year
rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater.
Current law limits the number of all-virtual public meetings to
no more than two times per calendar year or 25 percent of the
meetings held per calendar year rounded up to the next whole
number, whichever is greater. The bill also provides that with
respect to all-virtual public meetings, when audio-visual tech-
nology is available, a member of a public body shall, for pur-
poses of a quorum, be considered absent from any portion of
the meeting during which visual communication with the
member is voluntarily disconnected or otherwise fails or
during which audio communication involuntarily fails. This
bill is identical to SB 734.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P HB962 Noncitizens of the United States; termi-
nology. Removes the term "alien" as it pertains to persons who
are not citizens or nationals of the United States and replaces it
with synonymous language, as appropriate, throughout the
Code of Virginia. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.

Patron - Lopez

P HB1018 rowers of investigators; enforce-

ment of certain tobacco laws. Authorizes investigators with
the Office of the Attorney General to seize cigarettes that are
unlawfully sold, possessed, distributed, transported, imported,
or otherwise held and to accompany and participate with spe-
cial agents of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board or other
law-enforcement officials engaging in an enforcement action
involving counterfeit and unstamped cigarettes.

Patron - Wilt

P HB1040 Virginia Freedom of Information

Act; definition of "caregiver'; remote participation in
meetings by persons with disabilities and caregivers;
remote voting. Provides that for purposes of determining
whether a quorum is physically assembled, an individual mem-
ber of a public body who is a person with a disability or a care-
giver, defined in the bill, and uses remote participation counts
toward the quorum as if the individual was physically present.
The bill also provides that the participation policy adopted by a
public body, as required by the Virginia Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, shall not prohibit or restrict any individual member of
a public body who is participating in an all-virtual meeting or
who is using remote participation from voting on matters
before the public body. As introduced, the bill was a recom-
mendation of the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory
Council. This bill is identical to SB 85.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P HB1083 Virginia Longitudinal Data System
and Virginia Workforce Data Trust; work group; report.
Directs the Secretary of Education to convene a work group to
review the current capabilities and future needs of the Virginia
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Longitudinal Data System and the Virginia Workforce Data
Trust and, based on the results of such review, develop a work
plan for improving the Virginia Longitudinal Data System.
Patron - Coyner

P HB1108 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

construction management and design-build contracting.
Requires state public bodies, covered institutions, and local
public bodies to provide documentation of the processes used
for the final selection of a construction contract to all the
unsuccessful applicants upon request. The bill adds certain
requirements for covered institutions, including posting all
documents that are open to public inspection exchanged
between the Department of General Services and the covered
institution on the central electronic procurement website eVA.
The bill requires approval by a majority vote of the covered
institution's board of visitors or governing board if the covered
institution chooses to proceed with construction management
or design-build against the recommendation of the Department
for (i) projects funded by funds other than those provided from
the state general fund or (ii) projects of $65 million or more
funded in whole or in part from state general funds. For proj-
ects under $65 million funded in whole or in part by state gen-
eral funds, the bill provides that the covered institution shall
obtain approval from the Chairmen of the House Committee on
Appropriations and the Senate Committee on Finance and
Appropriations, or their designees, and a representative of the
Department.

The bill requires a local public body to adopt a resolution or
motion to use construction management or design-build, if
required by its local governing body, prior to issuing a Request
for Qualifications and to publish notice of such resolution or
motion on its website or eVA. The bill provides that the
Department shall report annually, for any construction manage-
ment or design-build project, on the qualifications that made
such project complex. Finally, the bill requires the Department,
with the assistance of staff of the House Committee on Appro-
priations and the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropria-
tions, to assess the implementation and administration of
construction management and design-build projects and report
its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by
November 1, 2029. This bill incorporates HB 965 and is identi-
cal to SB 18.

Patron - Carr

P HB1113 Virginia Public Procurement Act; job
order contracting; limitations. Increases from $6 million to
$10 million the maximum threshold above which the sum of all
jobs performed in a one-year job order contract term shall not
exceed. The bill also increases the maximum threshold amount
for any individual job order from $500,000 to $1 million.
Finally, the bill increases from two to three the number of addi-
tional one-year terms for which job order contracts may be
renewable, and the bill only applies to contracts entered into on
or after the bill's effective date.

Patron - Carr

P HB1116 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

methods of procurement; certain construction projects.
Allows a public body to establish purchase procedures, if
adopted in writing, not requiring competitive sealed bids or
competitive negotiation for single or term contracts for non-
transportation-related construction projects if the aggregate or
the sum of all phases is not expected to exceed $300,000. Cur-
rent law places the limit at $200,000.

Patron - Carr

P HB1125 Virginia Business Ready Expedited
Permitting Program established; report. Establishes the Vir-
ginia Business Ready Expedited Permitting Program and

directs the Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Authority to designate up to two sites and four projects for par-
ticipation in the Program. Sites and projects eligible for the
Program shall include only (i) sites eligible for a site develop-
ment grant under the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program
or (ii) projects with significant local, regional, or statewide
economic impact that the governing body of the locality in
which the project is located has either (a) approved following a
public meeting or hearing or (b) submitted, by resolution, for
consideration to be included in the Program. No more than two
eligible sites or projects shall be designated as part of the Pro-
gram within any locality annually. The Authority shall com-
plete a review process within 45 days of designating a site to
reduce permitting conflicts and provide relevant guidance to
applicants. The bill also provides that no project shall be con-
sidered eligible to enter the Program after December 31, 2027,
and requires annual reporting from the Authority. The bill has a
delayed effective date of January 1, 2025, and expires on June
30, 2028. This bill is identical to SB 217.

Patron - Carr

P HB1138 Fort Monroe Authority; powers and
duties. Renames the executive director of the Fort Monroe
Authority as the chief executive officer of the Authority. This
bill is identical to SB 89.

Patron - Cordoza

P HB1139 Fort Monroe Authority; land and util-
ity ownership. Removes the number of acres and the instru-
ment number of the quitclaim deed recorded in the Clerk's
Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Hampton on June 14,
2013, in reference to the area that is known as Fort Monroe and
redefines such area to be what is shown in the land records of
the City of Hampton as being owned by the Commonwealth,
whether in the name of the Commonwealth or the Fort Monroe
Authority. This bill is identical to SB 90.

Patron - Cordoza

P HB1146 Department of Law; Address Confi-
dentiality Program; victims of child abduction. Expands to
victims of child abduction eligibility for the Address Confiden-
tiality Program established by the Statewide Facilitator for
Victims of Domestic Violence.

Patron - Cordoza

P HB1178 commonwealth of Virginia Innova-
tion Partnership Authority; board of directors; member-
ship. Amends the membership of the board of directors of the
Commonwealth of Virginia Innovation Partnership Authority
by adding four nonlegislative citizen members to increase the
total membership to 15 members and removing the position
currently held by a director of a technology transfer office or
equivalent position from a major research public institution of
higher education. The bill (i) provides the Speaker of the
House of Delegates the power to appoint four nonlegislative
citizen members to the board of directors, (ii) provides the Sen-
ate Committee on Rules the power to appoint four nonlegisla-
tive citizen members to the board of directors, and (iii)
removes such appointment power from the Joint Rules Com-
mittee. Finally, the bill prohibits any member of the board from
investing personal funds in venture capital activities or grants,
loans, or investment programs supported or administered by
the Authority. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sickles

P HB1361 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

Virginia resident preference. Provides preference as it relates
to procurement for a bidder who is a resident of Virginia and
then a bidder whose goods are produced in the United States.
For the procurement of goods by manufacturers, when the low-
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est responsive and responsible bidder is not a resident of Vir-
ginia and the bid of any Virginia resident is within 10 percent
of such bid, the bill gives the lowest responsive and responsi-
ble bidder that is a Virginia resident the option to match the
price of the lowest responsive and responsible bidder. Further-
more, if the lowest responsive and responsible bidder is a resi-
dent of another state and such state allows a resident a
percentage preference or price-matching preference for the
procurement of goods, the bill grants a like preference to
responsive and responsible bidders who are residents of Vir-
ginia. Under the bill, an eligible bidder that is a Virginia resi-
dent shall be granted the greater of either preference. The bill
exempts a public body from the provisions of the bill if such
public body is rendered ineligible to receive federal funding
due to the provisions of the bill. The bill has an expiration date
of July 1, 2027. Finally, the bill directs the Department of
General Services to report to the General Assembly regarding
the bill's efficacy, including any retaliatory action taken by
other states, no later than the first day of the 2025 Regular Ses-
sion.This bill incorporates HB 164, HB 341, and HB 1154.
Patron - Feggans

P HB1381 center for Rural Virginia; name
change. Renames the Center for Rural Virginia as the Senator
Frank M. Ruff, Jr. Center for Rural Virginia. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 704.

Patron - Runion

P HB1404 Department of Small Business and
Supplier Diversity; Small SWaM Business Procurement
Enhancement Program established; disparity study report.
Establishes the Small SWaM Business Procurement Enhance-
ment Program with a statewide goal of 42 percent of certified
small SWaM business utilization in all discretionary spending
by executive branch agencies and covered institutions in pro-
curement orders, prime contracts, and subcontracts, as well as a
target goal of 50 percent subcontracting to small SwaM busi-
nesses in instances where the prime contractor is not a small
SWaM business for all new capital outlay construction solicita-
tions that are issued. The bill provides that executive branch
agencies and covered institutions are required to increase their
small SWaM business utilization rate by three percent per year
until reaching the 42-percent target level or, if unable to do so,
to implement achievable goals to increase their utilization rate.
In addition, the bill provides for a small SWaM business set-
aside for executive branch agency and covered institution pur-
chases of goods, services, and construction, requiring that pur-
chases up to $100,000 be set aside for award to certified small
SWaM businesses.

The bill creates the Division of Procurement Enhancement
within the Department of Small Business and Supplier Diver-
sity for purposes of collaborating with the Department of Gen-
eral Services, the Virginia Information Technologies Agency,
the Department of Transportation, and covered institutions to
further the Commonwealth's efforts to meet the goals estab-
lished under the Small SWaM Business Procurement Enhance-
ment Program, as well as implementing initiatives to enhance
the development of small businesses, microbusinesses,
women-owned businesses, minority-owned businesses, and
service disabled veteran-owned businesses in the Common-
wealth.

Finally, the bill requires the Department of Small Business and
Supplier Diversity to conduct a disparity study every five
years, with the next disparity study due no later than January 1,
2026. The bill specifies that the study shall evaluate the need
for enhancement and remedial measures to address the dispar-
ity between the availability and the utilization of women-
owned and minority-owned businesses. The provisions of the
bill other than those requiring a disparity study have a delayed
effective date of January 1, 2025, and apply to covered institu-

tions beginning July 1, 2025. This bill incorporates HB 716.
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Ward

P HB1412 Virginia Freedom of Information

Act; exemption for complainant personal contact informa-
tion. Amends an existing exemption from mandatory disclo-
sure under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act for names,
addresses, and phone numbers of complainants furnished in
confidence with respect to an investigation of individual zon-
ing enforcement complaints or complaints relating to the Uni-
form Statewide Building Code or the Statewide Fire
Prevention Code made to a local governing body to exempt
personal contact information of such complainants as defined
in the bill.

Patron - Cherry

P HB1452 puties of agencies and their appoint-
ing authorities; diversity, equity, and inclusion strategic
plans. Requires each state agency to submit its annual report
assessing the impact of its diversity, equity, and inclusion stra-
tegic plans on the populations served by the agency and on the
agency's workforce and budget to the General Assembly, in
addition to the Governor, by July 1 of each year.

Patron - Askew

P HB1457 Virginia investment performance

grants; Virginia economic development incentive grants.
Requires, for any Virginia investment performance grant
award determination that includes a job creation requirement,
an eligible manufacturer or research and development service
to pay an average wage, excluding fringe benefits, that is no
less than the prevailing average wage for such new jobs. Under
the bill, beginning July 1, 2024, (i) the aggregate amount of
Virginia investment performance grants payable to all grant
recipients in any fiscal year shall not exceed $7 million and (ii)
grants shall be payable in amounts up to $5 million per eligible
manufacturer or research and development service in five
equal, annual installments of up to $1 million, beginning in the
first year after verification of capital investment and pledged
employment. The bill also provides that eligible companies
shall be eligible to receive Virginia economic development
incentive grants in the first year after verification that require-
ments applicable to such grant are satisfied. The bill contains
an enactment clause clarifying that no existing agreement
entered into prior to the effective date of the bill shall be
impacted by the bill.

Patron - Carr

P SB18 Virginia Public Procurement Act; con-
struction management and design-build contracting.
Requires state public bodies, covered institutions, and local
public bodies to provide documentation of the processes used
for the final selection of a construction contract to all the
unsuccessful applicants upon request. The bill adds certain
requirements for covered institutions, including posting all
documents that are open to public inspection exchanged
between the Department of General Services and the covered
institution on the central electronic procurement website eVA.
The bill requires approval by a majority vote of the covered
institution's board of visitors or governing board if the covered
institution chooses to proceed with construction management
or design-build against the recommendation of the Department
for (i) projects funded by funds other than those provided from
the state general fund or (ii) projects of $65 million or more
funded in whole or in part from state general funds. For proj-
ects under $65 million funded in whole or in part by state gen-
eral funds, the bill provides that the covered institution shall
obtain approval from the Chairmen of the House Committee on
Appropriations and the Senate Committee on Finance and
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Appropriations, or their designees, and a representative of the
Department.

The bill requires a local public body to adopt a resolution or
motion to use construction management or design-build, if
required by its local governing body, prior to issuing a Request
for Qualifications and to publish notice of such resolution or
motion on its website or eVA. The bill provides that the
Department shall report annually, for any construction manage-
ment or design-build project, on the qualifications that made
such project complex. Finally, the bill requires the Department,
with the assistance of staff of the House Committee on Appro-
priations and the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropria-
tions, to assess the implementation and administration of
construction management and design-build projects and report
its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by
November 1, 2029. This bill incorporates SB 249 and is identi-
cal to HB 1108.

Patron - Locke

P SB36 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
definitions of meetings and public business. Exempts certain
public meetings from the definition of "meeting" under the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act to clarify that three or
more members of a public body may appear and participate in
such public meeting without violating the Act, provided that no
public business is transacted or discussed. The bill also
exempts members of a public body who attend a public meet-
ing of a second public body without violating the Act, provided
that no public business is transacted or discussed. Finally, the
bill defines "public business" as activity that a public body has
undertaken or proposed to undertake on behalf of the people it
represents. The bill states that its provisions are declarative of
existing law. This bill is identical to HB 818.

Patron - Locke

P SB85 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
definition of ""caregiver"; remote participation in meetings
by persons with disabilities and caregivers; remote voting.
Provides that for purposes of determining whether a quorum is
physically assembled, an individual member of a public body
who is a person with a disability or a caregiver, defined in the
bill, and uses remote participation counts toward the quorum as
if the individual was physically present. The bill also provides
that the participation policy adopted by a public body, as
required by the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, shall not
prohibit or restrict any individual member of a public body
who is participating in an all-virtual meeting or who is using
remote participation from voting on matters before the public
body. As introduced, the bill was a recommendation of the Vir-
ginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council. This bill is
identical to HB 1040.

Patron - Favola

P SB89 Fort Monroe Authority; powers and
duties. Renames the executive director of the Fort Monroe
Authority as the chief executive officer of the Authority. This
bill is identical to HB 1138.

Patron - Locke

P SB90 Fort Monroe Authority; land and utility
ownership. Removes the number of acres and the instrument
number of the quitclaim deed recorded in the Clerk’s Office of
the Circuit Court of the City of Hampton on June 14, 2013, in
reference to the area that is known as Fort Monroe and rede-
fines such area to be what is shown in the land records of the
City of Hampton as being owned by the Commonwealth,
whether in the name of the Commonwealth or the Fort Monroe
Authority. This bill is identical to HB 1139.

Patron - Locke

P SB135 Virginia Economic Development Part-
nership Authority; eligible site for site development grant;
minimum acreage requirement. Provides that the Virginia
Economic Development Partnership Authority may determine
a site of at least 50 contiguous acres to be an eligible site if
such site meets certain criteria provided in the bill to receive a
site development grant from the Virginia Business Ready Sites
Program Fund. This bill is identical to HB 233.

Patron - Head

P SB186 Secretary of Health and Human
Resources; work group; wholesale prescription drug
importation programs; report. Directs the Secretary of
Health and Human Resources to convene a work group to
investigate wholesale prescription drug importation programs
in other states and evaluate best practices for the establishment
and application of such a program in the Commonwealth. The
bill requires the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to
provide a report to the Governor, the House Committees on
Appropriations and Health and Human Services, and the Sen-
ate Committees on Finance and Appropriations and Education
and Health by November 1, 2024,

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB204 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
release of criminal investigative files exception. Exempts a
victim's insurance company and attorney from the prohibition
on releasing photographic, audio, video, or other records
depicting such victim. The bill also permits a victim, a victim's
immediate family members if the victim is deceased, a victim's
parent or guardian, the victim's insurance company, or the vic-
tim's attorney to waive the 14-day period for a public body to
respond to a request for criminal investigative files.

Patron - Diggs

P 58215 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
removal of Virginia residency requirement for access to
certain criminal investigation files. Removes the requirement
that persons to whom non-ongoing criminal investigation files
shall otherwise be disclosed be citizens of the Commonwealth.
Current law limits disclosure of public records to individuals
who are citizens of the Commonwealth unless a clear excep-
tion applies.

Patron - Perry

P SB217 Virginia Business Ready Expedited Per-
mitting Program established; report. Establishes the Vir-
ginia Business Ready Expedited Permitting Program and
directs the Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Authority to designate up to two sites and four projects for par-
ticipation in the Program. Sites and projects eligible for the
Program shall include only (i) sites eligible for a site develop-
ment grant under the Virginia Business Ready Sites Program
or (ii) projects with significant local, regional, or statewide
economic impact that the governing body of the locality in
which the project is located has either (a) approved following a
public meeting or hearing or (b) submitted, by resolution, for
consideration to be included in the Program. No more than two
eligible sites or projects shall be designated as part of the Pro-
gram within any locality annually. The Authority shall com-
plete a review process within 45 days of designating a site to
reduce permitting conflicts and provide relevant guidance to
applicants. The bill also provides that no project shall be con-
sidered eligible to enter the Program after December 31, 2027,
and requires annual reporting from the Authority. The bill has a
delayed effective date of January 1, 2025, and expires on June
30, 2028. This bill is identical to HB 1125.

Patron - Locke
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P SB222 commonwealth information security
requirements. Exempts cybersecurity information, defined in
the bill, from the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Infor-
mation Act and the Government Data Collection and Dissemi-
nation Practices Act while in possession of the Virginia
Information Technologies Agency (VITA). The bill requires
VITA to keep such cybersecurity information confidential
unless the Chief Information Officer or his designee authorizes
publication or disclosure of reports or aggregate cybersecurity
information.

Patron - McGuire

P SB242 Virginia Public Procurement Act; com-
petitive negotiation; exceptions to contractual terms and
conditions of the Request for Proposal. Removes the prohi-
bition on a public body from requiring an offeror to state in a
proposal any exception to any liability provisions contained in
a Request for Proposal for information technology. The bill
also requires an offeror to state any exception to any contrac-
tual terms or conditions in writing at the time of responding to
such Request for Proposal, if so requested by the public body,
which exception shall be considered during negotiations, but
prohibits the public body from basing the scoring or evaluation
on such exceptions when selecting offerors for negotiations.
Current law only prohibits a public body from requiring an
offeror to state in a proposal any exception to the liability pro-
visions of the Request for Proposal. As introduced, the bill was
a recommendation of the Public Body Procurement Work
Group. This bill is identical to HB 242.

Patron - McPike

P 58244 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
effective date of procedures for conducting meetings held
through electronic communication means during declared
states of emergency. Provides that the provisions for conduct-
ing a meeting by electronic means due to a state of emergency
stated in the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) are
declarative of existing law since March 20, 2020, with respect
to the Governor's declared state of emergency due to COVID-
19. Under the bill, any meeting by a public body using elec-
tronic communication means occurring from that date until
July 1, 2021, and any otherwise lawful action taken at it is vali-
dated with respect to FOIA if the body provided public notice,
public access, and public comment commensurate with the
requirements of existing FOIA provisions regarding electronic
and closed meetings. The bill is a response to the case Berry v.
Bd. of Supervisors (Va. 2023) and is a recommendation of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council. This bill is
identical to HB 816.

Patron - McPike

P SB260 Virginia Public Procurement Act; Vir-
ginia preference. Provides first preference for goods produced
in Virginia and then provides for preference to goods produced
in the United States before a tie bid is decided by lot in deter-
mining the award for any contract for goods, services, or con-
struction under the Virginia Public Procurement Act. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - DeSteph

P SB324 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
charges for production of public records; report. Prohibits a
public body from charging a requester for any costs incurred
during the first hour spent accessing, duplicating, supplying, or
searching for records requested in conjunction with the
requester’s first request. The bill provides that for any addi-
tional time spent accessing, duplicating, supplying, or search-
ing for such records, or for any additional record requests, the
public body shall not charge an hourly rate for accessing,

duplicating, supplying, or searching for the records exceeding
the lesser of the hourly rate of pay of the lowest-paid individual
capable of fulfilling the request or $40 per hour. The bill allows
a public body to petition the appropriate court for relief from
the $40-per-hour fee cap upon showing by a preponderance of
the evidence that there is no qualified individual capable of ful-
filling the request for $40 per hour or less and requires such
petition to be heard within seven days of when the petition is
made, provided that the public body has sent and the requester
has received a copy of the petition at least three working days
prior to filing. The bill also provides that in certain instances a
hearing on any petition shall be given precedence on a circuit
court's docket over all cases that are not otherwise given prece-
dence by law and that the time period the public body has to
respond to a record request shall be tolled between the
requester's receipt of the petition and the final disposition of
the court. The bill prohibits a public body from charging a
requester for any court costs or fees resulting from a petition.
The bill directs the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory
Council to study whether public bodies should charge request-
ers pursuant to the bill and report on its findings by December
2024. The provisions of the bill amending the Code of Virginia
do not become effective unless reenacted by the 2025 Session
of the General Assembly.

Patron - Roem

P SB329 Compost and other products containing
organic soil amendments infrastructure; civil penalty.
Allows a locality by ordinance to require certain generators, as
defined in the bill, of large quantities of organic waste to sepa-
rate the organic waste from other solid waste and ensure that
the organic waste is diverted from final disposal in a refuse dis-
posal system. The bill allows a locality to establish civil penal-
ties for violations of such ordinance but requires the locality to
issue a warning to a generator that violates the ordinance prior
to collecting such a civil penalty. Finally, the bill expresses that
it is the intent of the General Assembly that new public school
buildings and facilities and improvements and renovations to
existing public school buildings and facilities include waste
disposal infrastructure, as defined in the bill. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Surovell

P 88340 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
exclusions from mandatory disclosure; purchase card
statement. Clarifies that the name of a public employee, offi-
cer, or official as it appears on a purchase card statement or
other payment record and the description of individual pur-
chases are not exempt from disclosure by the State Comptrol-
ler.

Patron - Salim

P SB350 Virginia Human Rights Act; right to
sue. Permits a complainant who has not received a notice of
the right to file a civil action from the Office of Civil Rights of
the Department of Law or the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission as requested after 180 days have passed from the
date the complaint was filed to commence a timely civil action
in an appropriate general district or circuit court having juris-
diction over the person who allegedly unlawfully discriminated
against the complainant. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.

Patron - Perry

P SB389 autism Advisory Council; reestab-
lished. Reestablishes the Autism Advisory Council, which
expired July 1, 2022. The bill also increases from eight to 25
the number of Council members, establishes eligibility criteria
for nonlegislative citizen members, and provides that no rec-
ommendation of the Council shall be adopted if a majority of
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the legislative members appointed to the Council vote against
the recommendation and for the recommendation to fail not-
withstanding the majority vote of the Council. The law prior to
expiration of the Council provided that no Council recommen-
dation could be adopted if a majority of the House members or
Senate members voted against the recommendation and for the
recommendation to fail notwithstanding the majority vote of
the Council. The bill has a sunset date of July 1, 2027.

Patron - Pekarsky

P SB399 Six-year financial plan. Modifies the
requirements for the six-year financial plan submitted by the
Governor to the General Assembly by (i) requiring that such
plan be submitted on or before the first day of each regular ses-
sion of the General Assembly instead of on or before the first
day of each regular session of the General Assembly held in an
even-numbered year as required by current law and (ii) provid-
ing that such plan ensure structural balance between projected
revenues and expenditures for the six-year period. This bill is
identical to HB 712.

Patron - McDougle

P SB436 Department of Workforce Develop-
ment and Advancement; Director. Changes the title of the
Director of the Department of Workforce Development and
Advancement to the Commissioner of Workforce Develop-
ment and Advancement. The bill makes the Department, in
consultation with the Governor, responsible for developing the
formula for providing for 30 percent of WIOA Adult and Dis-
located Worker funds. Current law provides that the Virginia
Community College System develops such formula in consul-
tation with the Governor. The bill also makes the Office of
Education and Labor Market Alignment, in consultation with
the Virginia Board of Workforce Development, responsible for
establishing the high-demand fields for which noncredit work-
force training programs may be offered by eligible educational
institutions.

Patron - Suetterlein

P SB487 i0int commission on Technology and
Science; analysis of the use of artificial intelligence by pub-
lic bodies; report. Directs the Joint Commission on Technol-
ogy and Science (JCOTS), in consultation with relevant
stakeholders, to conduct an analysis of the use of artificial
intelligence by public bodies in the Commonwealth and the
creation of a Commission on Acrtificial Intelligence. JCOTS
shall submit a report of its findings and recommendations to
the Chairmen of the House Committees on Appropriations and
Communications, Technology and Innovation and the Senate
Committees on Finance and Appropriations and General Laws
and Technology no later than December 1, 2024. This bill
incorporates SB 621.

Patron - Aird

P SB510 investment of public funds. Allows any
qualified public entity of the Commonwealth to invest in asset-
backed securities that are guaranteed by the United States or
any agency thereof. This bill is identical to HB 356.

Patron - Stanley

P SB570 Virginia Human Rights Act; definition
of ""'employer." Waives the Commonwealth's sovereign immu-
nity to a civil action under the definition of "person™ in relevant
law. The bill also expands the definition of "employer" as it
relates to the requirement to provide reasonable accommoda-
tion for persons with disabilities under the Virginia Human
Rights Act to include any government or political subdivision,
or agent of such government or political subdivision, employ-
ing more than five employees for each working day in each of
20 or more calendar weeks in the current or preceding calendar

year. The bill also reduces the number of employees from 15 to
five for the definition of employer of domestic workers. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB584 Department of General Services; Gen-
eral Services Board established; Chief Administrator.
Establishes the General Services Board to oversee the Depart-
ment of General Services and, among other duties, to appoint a
Chief Administrator for the Department. The Board shall con-
sist of nine members: one nonlegislative citizen member
appointed by the Governor, two nonlegislative citizen mem-
bers appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, two nonleg-
islative citizen members appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Delegates, one department or agency head appointed
by the Senate Committee on Rules serving ex officio, one
department or agency head appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Delegates serving ex officio, and two department or
agency heads appointed by the Governor serving ex officio.
Under current law, the Department is headed by the Director
who is appointed by and serves at the pleasure of the Governor.
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Deeds

P SB704 center for Rural Virginia; name
change. Renames the Center for Rural Virginia as the Senator
Frank M. Ruff, Jr. Center for Rural Virginia. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1381.

Patron - Mulchi

P SB729 Virginia Clean Energy Innovation
Bank; established; report. Creates the Virginia Clean Energy
Innovation Bank to finance clean energy projects, greenhouse
gas emissions reduction projects, and other qualified projects
through the strategic deployment of public funds in the form of
grants, loans, credit enhancements, and other financing mecha-
nisms. The Bank is governed by a 12-member Board of Direc-
tors, consisting of nine nonlegislative citizen members and
three ex officio members with voting privileges, who include
the Director of the Department of Energy, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Authority, and the State Treasurer or their designees. The bill
provides that the nonlegislative citizen members are to be
appointed as follows: four members by the Senate Committee
on Rules, four members by the Speaker of the House of Dele-
gates, and one member by the Governor, each of whom are
required to have expertise in real estate, finance, or project
development or legal expertise in zero-emission or low-emis-
sion energy generation, infrastructure, transportation, agricul-
ture, storm water management, or housing. The bill contains
provisions for (i) the appointment of a president and the hiring
of staff, (ii) the powers and duties of the Bank, (iii) lending
practices, (iv) a strategic plan, (v) an investment strategy, (vi)
public outreach requirements, (vii) audits, (viii) exemptions
from taxes and from personnel and procurement procedures,
and (ix) reporting requirements. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Surovell

P SB734 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
electronic meetings. Amends the number of all-virtual public
meetings that public bodies, with certain exceptions, may con-
vene in a calendar year to no more than two times per calendar
year or 50 percent of the meetings held per calendar year
rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater.
Current law limits the number of all-virtual public meetings to
no more than two times per calendar year or 25 percent of the
meetings held per calendar year rounded up to the next whole
number, whichever is greater. The bill also provides that with
respect to all-virtual public meetings, when audio-visual tech-
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nology is available, a member of a public body shall, for pur-
poses of a quorum, be considered absent from any portion of
the meeting during which visual communication with the
member is voluntarily disconnected or otherwise fails or
during which audio communication involuntarily fails. This
bill is identical to HB 894.

Patron - Marsden

Failed

I HB58 industrial development authorities; dis-
closure statements. Eliminates the requirement for industrial
development authority and economic development authority
board members representing towns with populations of 3,500
or less to file a disclosure statement of certain personal inter-
ests and other information.

Patron - Wright

- HBg7 Governor; chief of staff and Governor's
Secretaries. Provides that no chief of staff appointed by the
Governor and no Secretary appointed by the Governor shall be
members of each other's immediate family when each is serv-
ing in his appointed capacity at the same time.

Patron - Green

 HB164 Procurement; preference for local prod-
ucts and firms by localities. Allows localities to give a pro-
curement preference to a higher bid that includes local
products and firms so long as the bid price is not more than 10
percent greater than the bid price of the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder. This bill was incorporated into HB 1361.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

 HB290 Attorney General; instituting or con-
ducting criminal prosecutions for violations of criminal
sexual assault and commercial sex trafficking committed
against children. Authorizes the Attorney General to institute
or conduct criminal prosecutions in cases involving a violation
of criminal sexual assault or commercial sex trafficking when
such crimes are committed against children.

Patron - Ballard

 HB341 Virginia Public Procurement Act; con-
sideration of employment of older Virginia residents.
Allows public bodies to include as a factor that will be used in
evaluating a Request for Proposal the proposer's participation
in programs that employ Virginia residents age 55 or older. The
bill also provides that in the case of a tie bid between two or
more bidders-both of which are eligible for a preference as a
bidder for goods produced in Virginia or goods, services, or
construction provided by Virginia persons, firms, or corpora-
tions-an additional preference shall be given to any bidder that
participates in such programs. This bill was incorporated into
HB 1361.

Patron - Thomas

 HB381 Virginia Public Procurement Act; par-
ticipation by veteran-owned small businesses. Requires all
public bodies to include in their goals for participation by small
businesses a minimum of five percent participation by veteran-
owned businesses and service disabled veteran-owned busi-
nesses. Current law only requires a goal of three percent partic-
ipation by service disabled veteran-owned businesses and does
not impose such goal upon local public bodies. The bill also
requires the Department of General Services to update the eVA
portal to include a category for veteran-owned and service dis-
abled veteran-owned small businesses that is conspicuous to

the general public to easily display and search set-aside oppor-
tunities for such businesses.
Patron - Feggans

 HB412 Virginia Economic and Development
Partnership Authority; Virginia Creative Economy Grant
Fund and Program; established. Establishes the Virginia
Creative Economy Grant Fund and Program, to be adminis-
tered by the Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Authority, for the purpose of awarding grants to independent
content creators and creative entrepreneurs for the purpose of
developing and expanding the creative economy in Virginia.
The bill provides for the award of grants of no more than
$20,000 to any recipient.
Patron - Convirs-Fowler

I HB542 Revenue stabilization Fund and Reve-
nue Reserve Fund; required deposits. Requires deposit of
any revenues that would be required to be deposited in the
Revenue Stabilization Fund or Revenue Reserve Fund to be
deposited in the Taxpayer Relief Fund, established by the bill,
in certain circumstances. Such deposits shall be made if the
combined balance in the Revenue Stabilization Fund or Reve-
nue Reserve Fund exceeds 15 percent of the Commonwealth's
average annual tax revenues derived from taxes on income and
retail sales.

Patron - McNamara

 HB544 Department of Workforce Develop-
ment and Advancement; Director. Changes the title of the
Director of the Department of Workforce Development and
Advancement to the Commissioner of Workforce Develop-
ment and Advancement. The bill directs the Department of
Workforce Development and Advancement to examine the
feasibility or need of any new workforce development program
prior to its creation and provide a report to the Governor and
the General Assembly. The bill changes the minimum level of
fiscal support from WIOA Adult and Dislocated Worker funds
to training and job placement services from 40 to 50 percent.
The bill also makes the Department responsible for providing a
list of high-demand occupations to eligible educational institu-
tions.
Patron - Walker

F HB579 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
records of federal animal welfare violations; limitation on
fees. Prohibits any public body in custody of records that per-
tain to or were generated as a result of a violation of federal
animal welfare regulations, policies, or guidelines from
charging more than $25 for the production of such records
regarding any one incident or one animal testing facility.
Patron - Simonds

 HB642 Virginia Creative Economy Grant Pro-
gram. Establishes the Virginia Creative Economy Grant Pro-
gram, to be administered by the Virginia Innovation
Partnership Corporation, for the purpose of awarding grants to
independent content creators and creative economy entrepre-
neurs, as those terms are defined in the bill, for the purpose of
developing and expanding the creative economy, as defined in
the bill, in the Commonwealth. The bill provides for the award
of grants of no more than $20,000 to any recipient.
Patron - Glass

I HBG666 state agencies; electronic information
breach. Requires every state agency to promptly notify
affected citizens of the Commonwealth in the event of a breach
of such state agency's electronic information system from
unauthorized uses, intrusions, or other security threats, which
breach compromises such citizens' personal information. The
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bill requires the Chief Information Officer to provide require-
ments for such notifications.
Patron - Freitas

 HB671 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
public body; revenue from public funds. Adds to the defini-
tion of "public body" any organization, corporation, or agency
that received more than 50 percent of its annual revenue,
within any of the three preceding years, from public funds.
Patron - Freitas

= HB68O Department of Human Resource Man-
agement; recruitment policy; direct work experience.
Requires the Department of Human Resource Management to
develop a statewide recruitment policy designed to provide
guidance to state agencies on how to remove postsecondary
degree requirements from hiring considerations and recruit
qualified employees utilizing appropriate baseline require-
ments, the specifics of which are outlined in the bill.
Patron - Leftwich

 HB703 Department of General Services and
Department of Transportation; regulations and require-
ments; transit and school bus shelters; concrete pad con-
struction. Directs the Department of General Services and the
Department of Transportation to amend and conform the regu-
lations and requirements for localities and transit agencies con-
structing concrete pad foundations for school bus shelters,
public transit shelters, and rideshare stations.
Patron - Webert

 HB716 Department of Small Business and Sup-
plier Diversity; disparity study. Requires the Department of
Small Business and Supplier Diversity to conduct a disparity
study every five years, the next due no later than January 1,
2026. The study shall evaluate the need for enhancement and
remedial measures to address the disparity between the avail-
ability and the utilization of women-owned and minority-
owned businesses. This bill was incorporated into HB 1404.
Patron - Torian

 HB722 Department of Planning and Budget;
Regulatory Budget Program established; report. Directs the
Department of Planning and Budget to establish a Regulatory
Budget Program under which each executive branch agency
subject to the Administrative Process Act shall reduce overall
regulatory requirements by 30 percent by January 1, 2027. The
bill requires the Department to report to the Speaker of the
House of Delegates and the Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Rules on the status of the Program no later than October 1
of each year, beginning October 1, 2025. Finally, the bill pro-
vides that the Department, in consultation with the Office of
the Governor, shall issue guidance for agencies regarding the
Program and how an agency can comply with the requirements
of the Program. The bill has an expiration date of January 1,
2027.
Patron - Webert

I HB727 Administrative Process Act; emergency
regulations for economic development projects. Provides
that an agency may receive a waiver, defined in the bill as the
approval for the promulgation of emergency regulations or sus-
pension of current regulations, for the creation of qualifying
economic development projects, also defined in the bill, upon
consultation with and receipt of the approval of the Virginia
Economic Development Partnership and Virginia Innovation
Partnership Authority and the approval of the Governor that
such regulations are necessary for the achievement of such
qualifying economic development project. The bill exempts
from such waiver the promulgation of regulations pursuant to

the Virginia Occupational Safety and Health Program of the
Virginia Department of Labor and Industry and by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.

Patron - Webert

F HB743 Legal holidays; Indigenous Peoples’
Day. Replaces Columbus Day, the second Monday in October,
with Indigenous Peoples' Day as a state holiday.

Patron - Krizek

 HB758 Virginia Public Procurement Act; pro-
hibition on boycotting Israel. Requires all public bodies to
include in every contract in excess of $100,000 with a business
that employs more than 10 employees and in every subcontract
or purchase order in excess of $10,000 a provision that states
that during the performance of the contract, neither the con-
tracting business nor any of its affiliates shall engage in a boy-
cott of Israel.
Patron - Walker

 HBS872 Property rights in parking areas owned
or controlled by the Commonwealth; firearms and ammu-
nition. Provides that with certain exceptions the Common-
wealth shall not adopt or enforce any statute or regulation that
prevents an employee, visitor, or contractor from storing a law-
fully possessed firearm and ammunition in a locked private
motor vehicle parked at any parking area owned or controlled
by the Commonwealth. The hill also provides that any previ-
ously enacted statutes, promulgated regulations, policies, or
rules that are inconsistent with the provisions of the bill are
null and void.
Patron - Earley

 HB873 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
closed meeting exemption; home instruction of children.
Creates an exemption from the open meeting requirements of
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act for discussion, con-
sideration, or decisions relating to home instruction of chil-
dren, unless objected to by a parent or guardian in an open
meeting, that are exempt from disclosure pursuant to relevant
law.
Patron - Earley

 HB965 Virginia Public Procurement Act; con-
sideration of best value concepts for construction services.
Permits public bodies to consider best value concepts when
procuring construction services. Under current law, public bod-
ies may consider best value concepts only when procuring
goods and nonprofessional services. This bill was incorporated
into HB 1108.
Patron - Lopez

— HBO966 chief Resilience Officer of the Com-
monwealth; Office of Commonwealth Resilience; Inter-
agency Resilience Working Group; Virginia Community
Flood Preparedness Fund; Resilient Virginia Revolving
Fund; Advisory Review Committee. Moves the position of
Chief Resilience Officer (CRO) from under the Secretary of
Natural and Historic Resources to under the Governor and cre-
ates an Office of Commonwealth Resilience to support the
CRO in his functions and duties. The bill requires the CRO to
convene an Interagency Resilience Working Group to support
the coordination of planning and implementation of resilience
efforts, eliminates the position of Special Assistant to the Gov-
ernor for Coastal Adaptation and Protection, and requires the
Director of the Department of Conservation and Recreation to
convene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the distri-
bution of loans and grants from the Virginia Community Flood
Preparedness Fund. The bill also requires the Director to con-
vene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the distribu-
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tion of loans and grants from the Resilient Virginia Revolving
Fund and adds the Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources
and the CRO to the list of those with whom the Virginia
Resources Authority is required to consult in directing the dis-
tribution of loans or grants from the Fund. The bill requires the
Department to make available for public inspection at the
office of the Department and on a publicly accessible website
records of each application for grants and loans from the two
Funds and the actions taken thereon.

Patron - Kent

|: HBlOOO Environmental Justice Task Force;

report. Establishes the Environmental Justice Task Force for
the purpose of furthering environmental justice in the Com-
monwealth, consisting of the Secretary of Natural and Historic
Resources, the Secretary of Health and Human Resources, the
Secretary of Commerce and Trade, the Secretary of Agricul-
ture and Forestry, and the Secretary of Transportation, or their
designees. The bill requires the Task Force to advise the Gov-
ernor and state agencies of the Commonwealth on environmen-
tal justice issues, particularly as such issues relate to minority
and low-income communities. The bill directs the Task Force
to report its findings and conclusions to the Governor and Gen-
eral Assembly by November 1, 2024, regarding its activities.
Patron - Anthony

F HB1095 commonwealth information security
requirements. Requires state public bodies, defined in the bill,
to (i) comply with the Commonwealth's security policies and
standards, (ii) ensure each of their employees completes infor-
mation security training, (iii) conduct regular security audits,
(iv) report the results of such audits to the appropriate entity,
and (v) implement security monitoring and enter into memo-
randa of understanding with the Chief Information Officer of
the Commonwealth for sharing information with the Common-
wealth's central information security systems. The bill directs
the Chief Information Officer of the Commonwealth to (a)
publish and maintain a list of the Commonwealth's security
policies and standards with which state public bodies are
required to comply, (b) ensure that transition meetings with
state public bodies occur, and (c) document such transitions
and any exemptions from the requirements of the bill.

Patron - Oates

 HB1154 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

preferences for goods, services, or construction by U.S.
entities. Provides that in the case of a tie bid, preference shall
be given first to goods produced in Virginia or to goods, ser-
vices, or construction provided by Virginia persons, firms, or
corporations and second to goods produced in the United
States or to goods, services, or construction provided by United
States persons, firms, or corporations. This Bill was Incorpo-
rated into HB 1361.

Patron - Sickles

F HB1158 Administrative Process Act; execu-
tive branch agencies. Requires executive branch agencies to
ensure that certain regulations and guidance documents under
the Virginia Register Act and Administrative Process Act, as
appropriate, are posted on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall
according to instructions issued by the Department of Planning
and Budget.

Patron - Cordoza

I HB1168 office of the Children's Ombuds-
man; powers. Grants the Children's Ombudsman with regard
to children receiving child-protective services, in foster care, or
placed for adoption and children who may have died as a result
of alleged abuse or neglect the power to directly oversee local
departments of social services, reverse the decisions of local

departments of social services, and petition a court to reverse
any custody or visitation changes made as a result of the error
of a local department of social services.

Patron - Cordoza

 HB1191 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

construction management and design-build contracting;
applicability. States that design-bid-build, defined in the bill,
utilizing competitive sealed bidding is the preferred method of
procurement for construction services in the Commonwealth.
Complex projects, defined in the bill, may request an exemp-
tion from the provisions of the bill and relevant law from the
Division of Engineering and Buildings of the Department of
General Services. The bill requires all documents related to the
proposed use of construction management or design-build by
state public bodies and institutions of higher education and any
available subcontractor opportunities to be posted on eVA. The
bill transfers from the Department of General Services to the
Division of Engineering and Buildings the authority to evalu-
ate the proposed use of construction management or design-
build by state public bodies and institutions of higher education
and specifies that a local governing body must approve at a
public meeting the use of construction management or design-
build by a local public body. Finally, the bill prohibits state
public bodies, institutions of higher education, and local gov-
erning bodies from considering prior construction management
or design-build experience of contractors on comparable proj-
ects.

Patron - Sickles

= HB:|.193 Department of Human Resource

Management; recruitment policy; direct work experience.
Requires the Department of Human Resource Management to
develop a statewide recruitment policy designed to provide
guidance to state agencies on how to remove postsecondary
degree requirements from hiring considerations and recruit
qualified employees utilizing appropriate baseline require-
ments, the specifics of which are outlined in the bill.

Patron - Earley

F HB1205 public deposits; credit unions. Autho-
rizes credit unions to hold public deposits and become quali-
fied public depositories. The bill provides that the
Commonwealth and counties, cities, towns, and other political
subdivisions of the Commonwealth may become members of a
credit union for the purposes of placing deposits in and receiv-
ing services from the credit union. The bill directs the Treasury
Board to designate a rating service to evaluate the creditworthi-
ness of any credit union seeking to become a qualified public
depository within 180 days of enactment. The bill also requires
the Treasury Board to promulgate emergency regulations to
implement the provisions of the bill.

Patron - Lopez

F HB1267 Virginia Tourism Authority; Gover-
nor's Major Entertainment Opportunity Fund. Renames
the Governor's Motion Picture Opportunity Fund under the
Virginia Tourism Authority as the Governor's Major Entertain-
ment Opportunity Fund and changes its purpose from support-
ing the film and video industries in Virginia to supporting
major entertainment events not regularly scheduled in Virginia
by providing the means for attracting entertainment operations
and projects with spectators or participants in the Common-
wealth using Virginia employees, goods, and services.

Patron - Willett

 HB1329 Virginia Human Rights Act; dual-

filed civil actions. Clarifies timelines for dual-filing com-
plaints alleging unlawful discrimination under the Virginia
Human Rights Act and the U.S. Equal Employment Opportu-
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nity Commission. The bill allows either the complainant or the
respondent for any charge of discrimination to request a notice
of the right to file a civil action after the Commission has
closed its file on such charge of discrimination.

Patron - Simon

F HB1350 Authority of Attorney General; crim-
inal cases; human and sex trafficking. Authorizes the Attor-
ney General to prosecute violations of criminal law relating to
human and sex trafficking offenses in connection with racke-
teering.

Patron - Delaney

 HB1378 Virginia Freedom of Information

Act; exclusions; apprenticeship programs; minors.
Excludes from the mandatory disclosure requirements of the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act any information in a pub-
lic record regarding the participation of a minor in a program
run by a state body, such as an internship, externship, or
apprenticeship, except as otherwise prescribed by law.

Patron - Kent

 HB1440 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

public works contracts; project labor agreements. Removes
the statutory authority for any public body, including any state
or local government, when engaged in procuring products or
services or letting contracts for construction, manufacture,
maintenance, or operation of public works, to require bidders
to enter into or adhere to project labor agreements on the public
works projects.

Patron - Wiley

— HB1448 Virginia Human Rights Act; unlawful
discrimination. Prohibits any state agency or political subdivi-
sion in the Commonwealth from supporting, implementing,
recognizing, or utilizing any program, process, or procedure
that conveys or denies a benefit, advantage, or privilege to an
individual based solely on such individual's race, sex, or eth-
nicity.

Patron - Garrett

 HB 1456 Solar-ready roofs for certain govern-
ment buildings; net-zero energy consumption building
design for schools. Requires any executive branch agency or
institution and any locality entering the design phase for the
construction of a new building greater than 5,000 gross square
feet in size, or the renovation of a building where the cost of
the renovation exceeds 50 percent of the value of the building,
to ensure that such building includes a solar-ready, cool, or
energy-efficient roof, defined in the bill. The bill also requires
new public school buildings and facilities and improvements
and renovations to existing public school buildings and facili-
ties where the cost of the renovation exceeds 50 percent of the
value of the building to, after notice is given to the governing
body, be designed and constructed to meet net-zero energy
consumption standards. The provisions of this bill only apply
to projects entering the design phase on or after January 1,
2025.
Patron - Carr

|: HBl468 Consumer Data Protection Act;

enforcement by the Attorney General; civil penalty. Permits
the Attorney General to prohibit TikTok from being available
to known minors in the Commonwealth. The bill provides that
a civil penalty of $7,500 may be assessed for violations by Tik-
Tok unless such website or application could not have reason-
ably known or have had reason to know of such operation in
the Commonwealth.

Patron - Leftwich

 SB79 Solar-ready roofs for certain government
buildings; net-zero energy consumption building design for
schools. Requires any executive branch agency or institution
and any locality entering the design phase for the construction
of a new building greater than 5,000 gross square feet in size,
or the renovation of a building where the cost of the renovation
exceeds 50 percent of the value of the building, to ensure that
such building includes infrastructure for renewable energy sys-
tems. The bill also requires the Department of Energy to con-
vene a work group to make recommendations on how to
implement renovations to existing public school buildings and
facilities. The provisions of this bill only apply to projects
entering the design phase on or after January 1, 2026.

Patron - Favola

 SB122 Department of General Services; Office
of Pharmaceutical Services; report. Establishes in the
Department of General Services an Office of Pharmaceutical
Services to develop and execute a plan to consolidate state
agency prescription drug purchasing and pharmacy benefit
management programs to increase efficiency in prescription
drug purchasing and constrain spending on prescription drugs.
The bill directs the Department to provide to the Governor and
the General Assembly an interim report on the development of
the plan by November 1, 2024, and a final report on the plan by
November 1, 2025.

Patron - VanValkenburg

|: 88249 Virginia Public Procurement Act; con-
struction management and design-build contracting. Limits
the use of construction management or design-build contracts
by state public bodies and covered institutions for complex
projects. The bill requires state public bodies, covered institu-
tions, and local public bodies to provide documentation of the
processes used for the final selection of a contract to all the
unsuccessful applicants upon request. The bill adds certain
requirements for covered institutions, including posting all
documents exchanged between the Department of General Ser-
vices and the covered institution on the central electronic pro-
curement website eVVA and requires approval by the covered
institution's board of visitors or governing board if the covered
institution chooses to proceed with construction management
or design-build against the recommendation of the Department.
The bill requires a local public body to adopt a resolution or
motion to use construction management or design-build prior
to issuing a Request for Qualifications and to publish notice of
such resolution or motion on its website or eVA. Finally, the
bill provides that the Department shall report annually, for any
construction management or design-build project, on the quali-
fications that made such project complex. This bill was incor-
porated into SB 18.

Patron - McPike

 SB410 Virginia Tourism Authority; Gover-
nor's Major Entertainment Opportunity Fund. Renames
the Governor's Motion Picture Opportunity Fund under the
Virginia Tourism Authority as the Governor's Major Entertain-
ment Opportunity Fund and changes its purpose from support-
ing the film and video industries in Virginia to supporting
major entertainment events not regularly scheduled in Virginia
by providing the means for attracting entertainment operations
and projects with spectators or participants in the Common-
wealth using Virginia employees, goods, and services.

Patron - Head

|: SB415 Virginia Freedom of Information Act;
definition of ""meeting.” Amends the definition of "meeting"
as it relates to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act to add
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an exception for local political party meetings. The bill is a rec-
ommendation of the FOIA Council.
Patron - Stuart

- SB473 Administrative Process Act; executive
branch agencies. Requires executive branch agencies to
ensure that certain regulations and guidance documents under
the Virginia Register Act and Administrative Process Act, as
appropriate, are posted on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall
according to instructions issued by the Department of Planning
and Budget.

Patron - Hackworth

I SB503 License plate reader systems; civil pen-
alty. Provides requirements for the use of license plate reader
systems, defined in the bill, by law-enforcement agencies. The
bill limits the use of such systems to scanning, detecting, and
recording data about vehicles and license plate numbers for the
purpose of identifying a vehicle that is (i) associated with a
wanted, missing, or endangered person or human trafficking;
(ii) stolen; (iii) involved in an active law-enforcement investi-
gation; or (iv) in the vicinity of a recent crime and may be con-
nected to that crime. The bill authorizes and requires the
Commonwealth Transportation Board to establish a permitting
process for installing and using such systems in state highway
rights-of-way.

Patron - Surovell

 SB604 Virginia Public Procurement Act; pro-
hibition on boycotting Israel. Requires all public bodies to
include in every contract in excess of $100,000 with a business
that employs more than 10 employees and in every subcontract
or purchase order in excess of $10,000 a provision that states
that during the performance of the contract, neither the con-
tracting business nor any of its affiliates shall engage in a boy-
cott of Israel.
Patron - McGuire

 SB621 commission on Artificial Intelligence;
report; sunset. Creates the Commission on Artificial Intelli-
gence to advise the Governor on issues related to artificial
intelligence and make advisory recommendations based on its
findings. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2027. This
bill was incorporated into SB 487.
Patron - Pillion

I SB699 Revenue reserves and budgetary
amendments. Provides that if the Governor in the Budget Bill
recommends a transfer of funds in the Revenue Reserve Fund
in excess of the statutory 15 percent combined balance limit,
then the corresponding purpose and proposed use of such
transferred funds shall be included within the corresponding
budget items. The bill also directs that if the Revenue Stabili-
zation Fund and Revenue Reserve Fund are in excess of the
statutory 15 percent combined balance limit, the State Comp-
troller shall transfer such excess amounts to the general fund
and present such amounts as an assigned fund balance for non-
recurring expenditures on the Comptroller's preliminary annual
report and if such a transfer is required, but the Revenue Stabi-
lization Fund is not in excess of its Constitutional 15 percent
balance limit, the amounts required to be transferred shall first
be deposited into the Revenue Stabilization Fund instead of the
general fund.

Patron - Lucas

Carried Over

C HB141 Department of Veterans Services; Vet-
eran's Fellowship for State Government Pilot Program.

Creates, within the Department of \eterans Services, the Vet-
eran's Fellowship for State Government Pilot Program (the
Program) through which the Department shall collaborate with
Virginia Commonwealth University to recruit veterans to par-
ticipate in undergraduate-level and graduate-level cohorts to
assist such veterans in pursuing educational pathways to
employment with the Commonwealth. The Department shall
report annually to the General Assembly by November 1
regarding the progress of the participants, the return on invest-
ment for the Commonwealth, and recommendations for Pro-
gram enhancements. The bill has an expiration date of July 1,
2027.

Patron - Reid

C HB178 social work Advisory Board; estab-
lished; report. Establishes the Social Work Advisory Board to
advise the Governor on efforts to improve the social work pro-
fession in the Commonwealth. The bill requires the Social
Work Advisory Board to report annually by December 1 to the
Governor and the General Assembly regarding its activities
and recommendations. The bill contains an expiration date of
June 30, 2027.

Patron - Gardner

C HB502 Nonbinary sex or gender designation
option. Requires all forms or applications to offer any appli-
cant the option of "male,” "female,” or "nonbinary" when des-
ignating the applicant's sex or gender. The bill contains
technical amendments.

Patron - Cohen

C HBY75 License plate reader systems; civil pen-
alty. Provides requirements for the use of license plate reader
systems, defined in the bill, by law-enforcement agencies. The
bill limits the use of such systems to scanning, detecting, and
recording data about vehicles and license plate numbers for the
purpose of identifying a vehicle that is (i) associated with a
wanted, missing, or endangered person or human trafficking;
(i) stolen; (iii) involved in an active law-enforcement investi-
gation; or (iv) in the vicinity of a recent crime and may be con-
nected to that crime. The bill authorizes and requires the
Commonwealth Transportation Board to establish a permitting
process for installing and using such systems in state highway
rights-of-way. This bill incorporates HB 1037.

Patron - Herring

C HB787 Administrative Process Act; exemp-
tions; limitations; appeals of case decisions regarding bene-
fits sought. Provides that in appeals of case decisions
regarding the grant or denial of Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, general relief, auxiliary
grants, or state-local hospitalization, the review shall be based
upon the agency record and the court may enter intermediate
relief. The bill also provides that in such appeals, unless an
error of law appears, the court shall enter judgment by dismiss-
ing the review action or affirming the agency regulation or
decision.

Patron - Hope

C HB897 Department of Small Business and Sup-
plier Diversity; guidance to small businesses; identification
of enforcement actions; work group; report. Requires the
Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity to
develop and provide guidance to businesses with newly
approved permits and established businesses regarding respon-
sibilities and requirements for maintaining such business that
includes information identifying any regularly occurring
required report to a state agency and any associated fees, pen-
alties, or waivers.
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The bill requires each state agency to annually report any
enforcement action taken by the agency against a small busi-
ness in the previous calendar year that specifies each infraction
and the enforcement action taken by the agency. The bill
requires the Department to post de-identified aggregated data
by state agency and infraction type from such reports on its
website.

The bill requires the Department to convene a work group to
identify and recommend means to provide relief to small busi-
nesses regarding regularly occurring required reports to state
agencies. The work group is required to identify each such
report and consider (i) if such report can be required less fre-
quently or eliminated; (ii) if the required information has not
changed since the previous report, allowing the small business
to satisfy the reporting requirement by indicating that there has
been no change; (iii) establishing a waiver or lowering the
threshold to qualify for an existing waiver; (iv) reducing or
eliminating any penalty for noncompliance; and (v) any other
means to reduce the regulatory burden on small businesses.
The Department is required to report its findings and recom-
mendations to the General Assembly by November 1, 2024.
Patron - Kent

C HB899 state and Local Government Conflict of
Interests Act and the General Assembly Conflicts of Inter-
ests Act; deadline for annual filing of disclosure state-
ments; deadline for public disclosure. Changes the filing
deadline for statements of economic interests and financial dis-
closure statements from February 1 to December 15. The bill
requires the forms to be made public within 30 days of the fil-
ing deadline; currently, this is required within six weeks of the
filing deadline.

Patron - Srinivasan

C HBO920 License plate readers; penalties. Pro-
vides requirements for the use of license plate readers, defined
in the bill, by law-enforcement agencies. The bill requires such
agencies to enter into an agreement with the license plate
reader owner or other responsible non-law-enforcement entity
to operate a data trust, defined in the bill, to store the data col-
lected by a license plate reader and requires any such law-
enforcement agency to apply to the data trust for access to such
data. The bill limits the use of license plate readers to scanning,
detecting, and identifying license plate numbers for the pur-
pose of identifying vehicles involved in certain crimes.

Patron - Shin

C HB951 Building service employees; public con-
tracting. Permits any county, city, or town in the Common-
wealth to provide for certain requirements concerning
incumbent and successor service employers, defined in the bill,
by local ordinance or resolution. For example, such local ordi-
nance or resolution may require that successor service employ-
ers retain incumbent service employees during a transition
period of 90 days. Under the bill, service employees are those
who perform work in connection with the care or maintenance
of property, services at an airport, or food preparation services
at schools. The bill provides that a employer that violates the
provisions of a local ordinance or resolution enacted pursuant
to the bill may be subject to a civil action and monetary dam-
ages.

Patron - Lopez

C HB954 Virginia Human Rights Act; prohibits
discrimination on the basis of citizenship or immigration
status. Adds citizenship or immigration status to the classes
protected from unlawful discrimination in the Virginia Human
Rights Act.

Patron - Lopez

C HB1101 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

professional services; definition. Adds to the definition of
"professional services," for use throughout the Virginia Public
Procurement Act, services of an investment and financial advi-
sor procured by the Department of the Treasury.

Patron - Wiley

C HB1192 state debt collection; statute of limita-
tions. Establishes a seven-year statute of limitations on the
commencement of any action by a state agency or institution to
collect past due accounts receivable due to the Commonwealth.
Patron - Scott, P.A.

C HB1273 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

additional public works contract requirements. Provides
that public bodies shall require the contractor and its subcon-
tractors for any capital outlay project, as defined in the bill, to
complete certain safety training programs, maintain records of
compliance with applicable laws, and participate in approved
apprenticeship training programs. The bill provides exemp-
tions from such requirements for reasons related to lack of
availability of apprentices and high costs. The bill has a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2025.

Patron - Krizek

C HB1348 Department of General Services;

Office of Pharmaceutical Services; report. Establishes in the
Department of General Services an Office of Pharmaceutical
Services to develop and execute a plan to consolidate state
agency prescription drug purchasing and pharmacy benefit
management programs to increase efficiency in prescription
drug purchasing and constrain spending on prescription drugs.
The bill directs the Department to provide to the Governor and
the General Assembly an interim report on the development of
the plan by November 1, 2024, and a final report on the plan by
November 1, 2025.

Patron - LeVere Bolling

C HB1355 information Technology Access Act;
digital accessibility. Makes numerous organizational changes
to the Information Technology Access Act. The bill defines
"information and communications technology" as it relates to
digital accessibility, defined in the bill, for all persons with dis-
abilities. The bill permits the head of each covered entity,
defined in the bill, to designate an employee to serve as such
covered entity's digital accessibility coordinator and provides
that such digital accessibility coordinator is responsible for
developing and implementing such covered entity's digital
accessibility policy. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2025.

Patron - Tran

C HB1371 Virginia Public Procurement Act;

local arbitration agreements. Allows a participating locality,
for any procurement solicitation or contract exceeding $10,000
for goods and services, to require the bidder or offeror to dis-
close certain information regarding pre-dispute arbitration
clauses, defined in the bill, in employment, civil rights, and
certain consumer disputes, and provides that a locality may
consider the policies and practices related to arbitration of each
bidder and offeror. The bill also provides that a participating
locality shall require the bidder or offeror to provide written or
electronic submissions to allow the locality to ascertain (i)
whether the bidder or offeror requires persons with whom it is
in a work relationship or prospective work relationship to sign
or otherwise enter into a contract containing a pre-dispute arbi-
tration clause that would cover an employment or civil rights
dispute and (ii) whether the bidder or offeror requires consum-
ers to sign or otherwise enter into a contract containing a pre-
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dispute arbitration clause as a condition of downloading
mobile applications or using websites to pay a school district
for goods, services, or fees. The bill authorizes a participating
locality to cancel, terminate, or suspend, in whole or in part,
the contract of any contractor that has violated a provision of
the bill and to declare the contractor ineligible for further con-
tracts with such locality for up to five years.

Patron - Simon

C HBl390 Department of Human Resource

Management; disclosure of certain information. Requires
the Department of Human Resource Management to provide
any recognized public employee association, upon the request
of such association, a list containing the name and work
address of each current state employee. The bill requires such
association to ensure that the information contained in such list
remains confidential and prohibits any mailing sent by such
association to a state employee from containing (i) political or
partisan content, (ii) commercial advertising, or (ili) the per-
sonal information of any state employee.

Patron - Cole

C HB1463 Department of General Services;

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services; review
of procurement process; employment services organiza-
tions. Directs the Department of General Services, in coopera-
tion with the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative
Services, to perform a comprehensive review of the process for
procuring goods and services from employment services orga-
nizations. The bill provides that such review shall examine the
current process for procurement, potential set-asides or per-
centage goals, and whether employment services organizations
should be housed alongside small, women-owned, or minority-
owned businesses within the Department of Small Business
and Supplier Diversity.

Patron - Laufer

C HB1495 Apprenticeship program; film and

television industry. Requires the Director of Workforce
Development and Advancement to establish a program to pro-
mote apprenticeships in the film and television industry. The
Director may provide financial incentives to employers who
hire and retain an apprentice in the film and television industry
for at least six months. In consultation with the Virginia Film
Office, the Director shall establish guidelines and criteria for
the program.

Patron - Cousins

C HB1537 JLARC; Department of Human

Resource Management; Grievance Procedure Manual;
report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission (JLARC) to conduct a review of the Department of
Human Resource Management's Grievance Procedure Manual
as it relates to the Department of Corrections and Department
of Juvenile Justice. The bill requires that JLARC evaluate the
effectiveness of such procedures and report its findings and
recommendations to the Chairmen of the Senate Committee on
General Laws and Technology and the House Committee on
General Laws by November 1, 2024,

Patron - Gardner

C HJ32 Study; JLARC,; creation of Secretariat of
Rural Affairs; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission to study the need for and feasibility of
creating a Secretariat of Rural Affairs in the Commonwealth.
Patron - O'Quinn

C SB113 Department of Veterans Services; Vet-
eran's Fellowship for State Government Pilot Program.
Creates, within the Department of \eterans Services, the Vet-

eran's Fellowship for State Government Pilot Program (the
Program) through which the Department shall collaborate with
Virginia Commonwealth University to recruit veterans to par-
ticipate in undergraduate-level and graduate-level cohorts to
assist such veterans in pursuing educational pathways to
employment with the Commonwealth. The Department shall
report annually to the General Assembly by November 1
regarding the progress of the participants, the return on invest-
ment for the Commonwealth, and recommendations for Pro-
gram enhancements. The bill has an expiration date of July 1,
2027.

Patron - Reeves

C SB140 retal and Infant Mortality Review
Team established; penalty; report. Establishes the Fetal and
Infant Mortality Review Team to develop and implement pro-
cedures to ensure that fetal and infant deaths occurring in the
Commonwealth are analyzed in a systematic way. The bill
requires the Team to compile triennial statistical data regarding
fetal and infant deaths and to make such data available to the
Governor, the General Assembly, and the Department of
Health. The bill provides that information and records obtained
or created by the Team and portions of meetings of the Team at
which individual fetal and infant deaths are discussed shall be
confidential.

Patron - Carroll Foy

C SB197 Attorney General; instituting or con-
ducting criminal prosecutions for violations of criminal
sexual assault and commercial sex trafficking committed
against children. Authorizes the Attorney General to institute
or conduct criminal prosecutions in cases involving a violation
of criminal sexual assault or commercial sex trafficking when
such crimes are committed against children.

Patron - Diggs

C SB247 Building service employees; public con-
tracting. Permits any county, city, or town in the Common-
wealth to provide for certain requirements concerning
incumbent and successor building service employers, defined
in the bill, by local ordinance or resolution. For example, such
local ordinance or resolution may require that successor build-
ing service employers retain incumbent employees during a
transition period of 90 days. Under the bill, building service
employees are those who perform work in connection with the
care or maintenance of property, services at an airport, or food
preparation services at schools. The bill provides that a build-
ing service employer that violates the provisions of a local
ordinance or resolution enacted pursuant to the bill may be
subject to a civil action and monetary damages.

Patron - McPike

C SB492 Virginia Public Procurement Act; pro-
curement of electric vehicles; forced and child labor prohi-
bition. Prohibits public bodies from awarding contracts to
acquire an electric vehicle or electric vehicle component from
a business unless such business provides a sworn declaration
from the manufacturer of such electric vehicle or electric vehi-
cle component certifying that every person involved in the pro-
duction of such electric vehicle or electric vehicle component
and every person involved in the sourcing, manufacturing, or
mining of the material used in such electric vehicle or electric
vehicle component did not use forced labor or oppressive child
labor, both terms defined in the bill, in the sourcing, manufac-
turing, or mining of such electric vehicle or electric vehicle
component.

Patron - Stanley

C SB647 Virginia Public Procurement Act; com-
petitive sealed bidding; required criteria in invitations to
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bid. Requires all public bodies to include in any Invitation to
Bid criteria that will be used in determining whether a bidder
who is not prequalified by the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation is a responsible bidder. Current law authorizes, but
does not require, localities to include such criteria in Invita-
tions to Bid.

Patron - Carroll Foy

C SB 733 chief Resilience Officer of the Com-
monwealth; Office of Commonwealth Resilience; Inter-
agency Resilience Working Group; Virginia Community
Flood Preparedness Fund; Resilient Virginia Revolving
Fund; Advisory Review Committee. Moves the position of
Chief Resilience Officer (CRO) from under the Secretary of
Natural and Historic Resources to under the Governor and cre-
ates an Office of Commonwealth Resilience to support the
CRO in his functions and duties. The bill requires the CRO to
convene an Interagency Resilience Working Group to support
the coordination of planning and implementation of resilience
efforts, eliminates the position of Special Assistant to the Gov-
ernor for Coastal Adaptation and Protection, and requires the
Director of the Department of Conservation and Recreation to
convene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the distri-
bution of loans and grants from the Virginia Community Flood
Preparedness Fund. The bill also requires the Director to con-
vene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the distribu-
tion of loans and grants from the Resilient Virginia Revolving
Fund and adds the Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources
and the CRO to the list of those with whom the Virginia
Resources Authority is required to consult in directing the dis-
tribution of loans or grants from the Fund. The bill requires the
Department to make available for public inspection at the
office of the Department and on a publicly accessible website
records of each application for grants and loans from the two
Funds and the actions taken thereon. The Virginia Flood Resil-
ience Advisory Committee replaces the Virginia Coastal Resil-
ience Technical Advisory Committee effective February 1,
2025.

Patron - Marsden

Agriculture, Animal Care, and
Food

Passed

P HBG62 Local animal cruelty registries. Allows
any locality to establish an animal cruelty registry for public
access on the website of such locality or its local police depart-
ment. The bill provides that such registry may include the
names and relevant information of persons convicted of certain
felony offenses for animal cruelty and that a person on such
registry may request removal of his name after 15 years, pro-
vided that he has no additional felony convictions of an animal
cruelty offense. The bill directs that all costs relating to a local-
ity's animal cruelty registry shall be borne by such locality.
This bill is identical to SB 93.

Patron - Campbell

P HB223 Cruelty to animals; possession and own-
ership of animals. Provides that any person convicted of fel-
ony cruelty to animals may be prohibited by the court from
possession or ownership of companion or equine animals for
life and any person convicted of misdemeanor cruelty to ani-
mals may be prohibited by the court from possession or owner-
ship of such animals for a period of up to five years. Under
current law, such prohibition is limited to companion animals

and a period equal to the statutory maximum period of incar-
ceration. The bill also specifies that a court may order that any
animal possessed or owned by such person may be disposed of
by a local governing body or delivered to another person with a
right of property in the animal.

The bill further provides that any person who has his rights to
possession or ownership of companion or equine animals pro-
hibited pursuant to a felony conviction may petition the court
where such conviction occurred for a restoration of his rights
after five years from the date of conviction. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 11.

Patron - Orrock

P HB299 License tax; retired police or military
dogs; exemption. Allows a locality by ordinance to exempt
any dog that served as a police or law-enforcement dog or mili-
tary working dog from the license tax on the ownership of
dogs. Such ordinance must include a verification process for
the vaccination records of such a dog.

Patron - Ballard

P HB320 pesticide control exemptions; herbicide
applications by unpaid volunteers. Exempts from the provi-
sions of state pesticide laws and regulations any unpaid volun-
teer who uses any nonrestricted herbicide with the express
authorization of a local political subdivision for the sole pur-
pose of controlling invasive plants or noxious weeds on prop-
erties owned by such local political subdivision. The bill
provides that such unpaid volunteer shall use such herbicide
under the direct supervision of a certified commercial applica-
tor and the local political subdivision shall provide instruction
by a certified commercial applicator to the unpaid volunteer
prior to application on (i) the risks associated with the herbi-
cide utilized, (ii) the proper use of equipment used to apply the
herbicide, (iii) the proper use of personal protective equipment,
(iv) other information to prevent an unreasonable adverse
effect on the environment, and (v) any other information rele-
vant to the specific herbicide utilized.

Patron - Bulova

P HB330 Financing of a dog or cat. Prohibits the
financing of a dog or cat unless such financing complies with
the provisions of state and federal law related to consumer
credit.

Patron - Orrock

P HB580 Task Force on Transparency in Pub-
licly Funded Animal Testing Facilities; report. Requires the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to convene
a Task Force on Transparency in Publicly Funded Animal
Testing Facilities, consisting of legislators and stakeholders,
for the purpose of identifying potential deficiencies in publicly
funded animal testing facilities in the Commonwealth and rec-
ommending methods and context for making certain informa-
tion about such animal testing facilities publicly available. The
bill requires the Task Force to report its findings to certain
committees of the General Assembly no later than November
1, 2024. This bill is identical to SB 411.

Patron - Simonds

P HB759 Food inspections; private homes; pick-
les and acidified vegetables; gross sales. Increases from
$3,000 to $9,000 the gross sales annual revenue cap for sales of
pickles and other acidified vegetables that have an equilibrium
pH value of 4.6 or lower and are processed and prepared in a
private home without an inspection as otherwise required to
operate a food establishment. The bill expands the exemption
for private homes where the resident processes and prepares
certain food products to allow for such person to sell the food
at a temporary event that operates for a period of no more than
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14 consecutive days. The bill also clarifies that such person
may advertise such food products over the Internet provided
that the sale takes place in person and complies with certain
restrictions.

Patron - Freitas

P HB804 Dangerous dog; extending the time for
adjudication. Requires the court, unless good cause is deter-
mined by the court, to hold the evidentiary hearing pursuant to
the dangerous dog summons within 30 days or as soon as prac-
ticable from the issuance of the summons. Under current law,
the court is required to hold such hearing not more than 30
days from the issuance of the summons.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB1135 Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; blue catfish work group; report. Requires
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to con-
vene a work group of relevant stakeholders in order to support
and encourage coordination regarding efforts to create a robust
and resilient market for blue catfish. The work group shall (i)
review past and ongoing efforts to promote the creation of a
market for blue catfish, (ii) identify and explore potential sec-
tors for the blue catfish market, and (iii) identify any actions
that the Commonwealth can take to promote and expand the
market for blue catfish. The Department shall submit a report
of the findings and recommendations of the work group to the
Governor, the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, the Secre-
tary of Natural and Historic Resources, and relevant commit-
tees of the General Assembly no later than September 1, 2025.
This bill is identical to SB 402.

Patron - Hodges

P HB1354 Declawing cats; prohibition. Makes
unlawful the practice of declawing cats for any person engaged
in the practice of veterinary medicine except as necessary for a
therapeutic purpose, as defined in the bill.

Patron - Martinez

P HB1377 Soybean Board; assessment from sale
of soybeans. Changes the amount of the assessment for
research, education, publicity, and the promotion of the sale
and use of soybeans, currently at $0.02 per bushel, to a rate of
one half of one percent of the net market price per bushel.
Patron - Webert

P HB1399 Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; Potato Board; membership. Reduces from
seven to five the number of members that serve on the Potato
Board. The bill provides that the terms of persons serving as
members of the Potato Board prior to the effective date of the
bill shall expire on the effective date of the bill and that five
members shall be appointed in accordance with the staggered
terms set out in the bill.

Patron - Bloxom

P HB1460 Virginia Verified Meat certification.
Prohibits any person from labeling any product as Virginia
Verified Meat if it does not meet the definition of that term in
the bill and allows any person not employed by the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services to be eligible to certify
Virginia Verified Meat claims if approved by the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Patron - Webert

P HB1531 Cruelty to elephants; pain-inflicting
training tools prohibited; actions for attachment; civil pen-
alty. Prohibits using devices such as a bullhook, axe handle, or
block and tackle or engaging in certain practices in order to
discipline, train, or control the behavior of an elephant. The bill

provides that any person who uses such devices or engages in
certain practices that inflict fear or pain on or cause physical
injury to an elephant is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed
$2,500 for the first offense and not to exceed $5,000 for subse-
quent violations. Finally, the bill provides that an action in
equity may be brought to request an attachment for any devices
prohibited by the bill against a person violating the provisions
of the bill.

Patron - Tran

P SB11 Cruelty to animals; possession and owner-
ship of animals. Provides that any person convicted of felony
cruelty to animals may be prohibited by the court from posses-
sion or ownership of companion or equine animals for life and
any person convicted of misdemeanor cruelty to animals may
be prohibited by the court from possession or ownership of
such animals for a period of up to five years. Under current
law, such prohibition is limited to companion animals and a
period equal to the statutory maximum period of incarceration.
The bill also specifies that a court may order that any animal
possessed or owned by such person may be disposed of by a
local governing body or delivered to another person with a
right of property in the animal.

The bill further provides that any person who has his rights to
possession or ownership of companion or equine animals pro-
hibited pursuant to a felony conviction may petition the court
where such conviction occurred for a restoration of his rights
after five years from the date of conviction. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 223.

Patron - Favola

P SB93 Local animal cruelty registries. Allows any
locality to establish an animal cruelty registry for public access
on the website of such locality or its local police department.
The bill provides that such registry may include the names and
relevant information of persons convicted of certain felony
offenses for animal cruelty and that a person on such registry
may request removal of his name after 15 years, provided that
he has no additional felony convictions of an animal cruelty
offense. The bill directs that all costs relating to a locality's ani-
mal cruelty registry shall be borne by such locality. This bill is
identical to HB 62.

Patron - Stanley

P SB402 Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; blue catfish work group; report. Requires
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to con-
vene a work group of relevant stakeholders in order to support
and encourage coordination regarding efforts to create a robust
and resilient market for blue catfish. The work group shall (i)
review past and ongoing efforts to promote the creation of a
market for blue catfish, (ii) identify and explore potential sec-
tors for the blue catfish market, and (iii) identify any actions
that the Commonwealth can take to promote and expand the
market for blue catfish. The Department shall submit a report
of the findings and recommendations of the work group to the
Governor, the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, the Secre-
tary of Natural and Historic Resources, and relevant commit-
tees of the General Assembly no later than September 1, 2025.
This bill is identical to HB 1135.

Patron - Stuart

P SB411 Task Force on Transparency in Publicly
Funded Animal Testing Facilities; report. Requires the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to convene
a Task Force on Transparency in Publicly Funded Animal
Testing Facilities, consisting of legislators and stakeholders,
for the purpose of identifying potential deficiencies in publicly
funded animal testing facilities in the Commonwealth and rec-
ommending methods and context for making certain informa-
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tion about such animal testing facilities publicly available. The
bill requires the Task Force to report its findings to certain
committees of the General Assembly no later than November
1, 2024. This bill is identical to HB 580.

Patron - Boysko

P SB412 Rrabies clinics; animal vaccination and
microchip services. Allows rabies clinics approved by local
health departments and governing bodies to offer microchip-
ping and additional animal health vaccines at the discretion of
the licensed veterinarian or veterinarians participating in the
clinic. The bill requires any licensed veterinarian who adminis-
ters animal health vaccinations at the clinic to provide the
owner or custodian of an animal a vaccination record for each
vaccinated animal and ensure that a licensed veterinary estab-
lishment retains a copy of each vaccination record. The bill
allows licensed veterinary technicians to administer animal
health vaccines at a rabies clinic under the immediate and
direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian on the premises
unless otherwise provided by regulations. The bill requires
local health departments to submit a report to the Department
of Health no later than December 31 of each year that includes
(i) the number and location of rabies clinics approved and (ii)
the number and type of vaccinations administered, the number
of microchips administered, and the number of veterinarians
and veterinary technicians in attendance at each clinic to deter-
mine the type of service utilized.

Patron - Boysko

Failed

 HB221 Free-Roaming Cat Management Plan;
regulations. Directs the Board of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to promulgate regulations establishing minimum
requirements for a Free-Roaming Cat Management Plan and
establish a model plan for localities to reduce and control the
population of free-roaming cats and the abandonment of cats
for the purpose of reducing the negative impacts of free-roam-
ing cats on public health, wildlife, and the cat population. The
bill permits a locality to adopt such plan created by the Board
and include in such plan any ordinances related to cats that are
currently in effect. The bill directs the Board, in consultation
with relevant stakeholders, to promulgate such regulations no
later than July 31, 2025.
Patron - Orrock

I HB297 Tobacco Indemnification and Commu-
nity Revitalization Fund; Tobacco Region Revolving Fund;
eligible localities; Planning District 4. Adds Planning District
4 (New River Valley Region) to a group of localities that is eli-
gible to receive funds from the Tobacco Indemnification and
Community Revitalization Fund and the Virginia Tobacco
Region Revolving Fund.

Patron - Ballard

I HB681 Home-produced or small farm-pro-
duced food products. Allows the sale of food products made
from any fruit, grain, herbs, honey, meat, milk, mushrooms,
nuts, poultry, seafood, or vegetables by a farm employing 10 or
fewer people or by a private home, so long as (i) the sale is
made directly to consumers and (ii) the product is labeled with
the producer's name and address, the product's ingredients, and
a disclosure statement indicating that the product is not subject
to Virginia's food safety laws or regulations.

Patron - Leftwich

|: HBl382 Meat; misbranding.

Patron - Garrett

F HB1485 industrial hemp; maximum THC

concentration. Increases from 0.6 percent to one percent, in
the definition of industrial hemp, the maximum allowable con-
centration of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) in the plant Canna-
bis sativa. The bill allows the Commissioner of Agriculture
and Consumer Services to destroy Cannabis sativa found to
have a THC concentration greater than one percent only if such
Cannabis sativa is intended for human consumption; reduces
the application and registration requirements for any person
seeking to grow, deal in, or process industrial hemp; and pro-
hibits the Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the
Commissioner from adopting any regulation that prohibits the
use of industrial hemp or hemp products in the production of
any commercial feed product regulated by the Board.

Patron - Freitas

I SB266 Animal control officers; additional
training. Increases the number of hours of required additional
training in animal control and protection from 15 to 24 every
three years for all animal control officers and deputy animal
control officers employed by a locality.

Patron - DeSteph

Carried Over

C HB9 Animal control officers; additional train-
ing. Increases the number of hours of required additional train-
ing in animal control and protection from 15 to 24 every three
years for all animal control officers and deputy animal control
officers employed by a locality.

Patron - Ennis

C HB206 pet shops; notice of deceased animals;
report. Requires pet shops to annually submit a summary of
records indicating any time a dog or cat in their possession dies
or is euthanized to the State Veterinarian in a format prescribed
by him.

Patron - Simonds

C HB1434 Land grant; Sandy Point; Mattaponi
Indian Tribe. Authorizes the Department of Forestry to grant
and convey tracts of land within Sandy Point State Forest in
King William County south of and including Brooks Creek to
the Mattaponi Indian Tribe. The bill also authorizes the
Department to grant and convey other tracts of land within
Sandy Point State Forest as the Department deems suitable,
provided that prior to such conveyance, the Department may
enter into discussions with the Tribe, localities, and relevant
stakeholders to determine how such tracts of land may be used
for the benefit of the public.

Patron - Hodges

C SB31 Companion Animal Surgical Sterilization
Program and Fund established. Establishes the Companion
Animal Surgical Sterilization Program and Fund to reimburse
participating veterinarians for the surgical sterilizations they
perform on eligible cats or dogs. The bill provides that a sur-
charge of $50 per ton of pet food distributed in the Common-
wealth be deposited in the Fund and such pet food be exempted
from the existing litter tax. An animal will be eligible for steril-
ization under the Program if it is a feral or free-roaming cat or
is owned by a low-income individual or a releasing agency
such as an animal shelter.

Patron - Stanley
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Alcoholic Beverage and
Cannabis Control

Passed

P HB522 aicoholic beverage control; advertise-
ments. Directs the Board of Directors of the Virginia Alco-
holic Beverage Control Authority to promulgate regulations
that prescribe the terms and conditions under which manufac-
turers, brokers, importers, and wholesalers may advertise and
promote alcoholic beverages via the Internet, social media,
direct-to-consumer electronic communication, or other elec-
tronic means. This bill is identical to SB 182.

Patron - Krizek

P HB688 Alcoholic beverage control; sale and
delivery of mixed beverages and pre-mixed wine for off-
premises consumption; third-party delivery license; sunset;
repeal. Repeals the July 1, 2024, sunset on provisions that
allow (i) distillers that have been appointed as agents of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority, mixed beverage restaurant licensees, and limited
mixed beverage restaurant licensees to sell mixed beverages
for off-premises consumption and (ii) farm winery licensees to
sell pre-mixed wine for off-premises consumption. The bill
also repeals, effective July 1, 2026, third-party delivery
licenses. The bill requires the Authority to convene a work
group to review third-party delivery licenses and report its
findings and recommendations to the Chairmen of the House
Committee on General Laws and the Senate Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services by November 15, 2024.
This bill is identical to SB 635.

Patron - Leftwich

P HB698 cannabis control; retail market; penal-
ties. Establishes a framework for the creation of a retail mari-
juana market in the Commonwealth, to be administered by the
Virginia Cannabis Control Authority. The bill allows the
Authority to begin issuing all marijuana licenses on September
1, 2024, but provides that no retail sales may occur prior to
May 1, 2025. This bill is identical to SB 448. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Krizek

P HBB815 Medical cannabis program; product
expiration; confidentiality; penalty. Increases from six
months to 12 months the maximum expiration date allowable
for a cannabis product after registration absent stability testing.
The bill allows pharmaceutical processors to employ as phar-
macy technician trainees individuals who have less than one
year of experience and allows pharmaceutical processors to
employ persons with less than one year of experience to per-
form certain other supervised duties for which current law
requires two years of experience. The bill also provides for the
confidentiality of certain records and other information of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Cannabis Control Authority,
including the exemption of certain information from the man-
datory disclosure provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.

Patron - Cherry

P HB1349 aicoholic beverage control; annual

mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses; on-and-
off premises wine and beer licenses. Defines performing arts
facility and sports facility and standardizes the eligibility crite-
ria for annual mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses

and on-and-off-premises wine and beer licenses for performing
arts food concessionaires. Under current law, the eligibility cri-
teria for such licenses varies by location and includes inconsis-
tent ownership, lease, capacity, and seating requirements. The
bill also removes provisions that allow the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to grant
annual mixed beverage motor sports facility licenses and motor
car sporting event facility licenses and creates an annual mixed
beverage sports facility license, which may be granted to per-
sons operating a sports facility or food concessions at a sports
facility and would authorize the licensee to sell mixed bever-
ages during any event and immediately subsequent thereto to
patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, conces-
sion areas, and additional locations designated by the Board (i)
in closed containers for off-premises consumption or (ii) in
paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers or in single orig-
inal metal cans for on-premises consumption. This bill is iden-
tical to SB 180, SB 400, SB 657, and SB 724.

Patron - Krizek

P SB26 aicoholic beverage control; public con-
sumption; exemption. Provides that the prohibition on drink-
ing or offering to another an alcoholic beverage in public shall
not apply when such acts are conducted on the premises of a
campground located on private property at which a majority of
the campers use travel or tent trailers, pickup campers, or
motor homes or similar recreational vehicles.

Patron - Stanley

P SB180 Aicoholic beverage control; annual
mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses; on-and-
off premises wine and beer licenses. Defines performing arts
facility and sports facility and standardizes the eligibility crite-
ria for annual mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses
and on-and-off-premises wine and beer licenses for performing
arts food concessionaires. Under current law, the eligibility cri-
teria for such licenses varies by location and includes inconsis-
tent ownership, lease, capacity, and seating requirements. The
bill also removes provisions that allow the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to grant
annual mixed beverage motor sports facility licenses and motor
car sporting event facility licenses and creates an annual mixed
beverage sports facility license, which may be granted to per-
sons operating a sports facility or food concessions at a sports
facility and would authorize the licensee to sell mixed bever-
ages during any event and immediately subsequent thereto to
patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, conces-
sion areas, and additional locations designated by the Board (i)
in closed containers for off-premises consumption or (ii) in
paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers or in single orig-
inal metal cans for on-premises consumption. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1349, SB 400, SB 657, and SB 724.

Patron - DeSteph

P SB182 aicoholic beverage control; advertise-
ments. Directs the Board of Directors of the Virginia Alco-
holic Beverage Control Authority to promulgate regulations
that prescribe the terms and conditions under which manufac-
turers, brokers, importers, and wholesalers may advertise and
promote alcoholic beverages via the Internet, social media,
direct-to-consumer electronic communication, or other elec-
tronic means. This bill is identical to HB 522.

Patron - Rouse

P SB400 Aaicoholic beverage control; annual
mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses; on-and-
off premises wine and beer licenses. Defines performing arts
facility and sports facility and standardizes the eligibility crite-
ria for annual mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses
and on-and-off-premises wine and beer licenses for performing
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arts food concessionaires. Under current law, the eligibility cri-
teria for such licenses varies by location and includes inconsis-
tent ownership, lease, capacity, and seating requirements. The
bill also removes provisions that allow the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to grant
annual mixed beverage motor sports facility licenses and motor
car sporting event facility licenses and creates an annual mixed
beverage sports facility license, which may be granted to per-
sons operating a sports facility or food concessions at a sports
facility and would authorize the licensee to sell mixed bever-
ages during any event and immediately subsequent thereto to
patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, conces-
sion areas, and additional locations designated by the Board (i)
in closed containers for off-premises consumption or (ii) in
paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers or in single orig-
inal metal cans for on-premises consumption. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1349, SB 180, SB 657, and SB 724.

Patron - Deeds

P SB448 cannabis control; retail market; penal-
ties. Establishes a framework for the creation of a retail mari-
juana market in the Commonwealth, to be administered by the
Virginia Cannabis Control Authority. The bill allows the
Authority to begin issuing all marijuana licenses on September
1, 2024, but provides that no retail sales may occur prior to
May 1, 2025. This bill is identical to HB 698. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Rouse

P SB635 alcoholic beverage control; sale and
delivery of mixed beverages and pre-mixed wine for off-
premises consumption; third-party delivery license; sunset;
repeal. Repeals the July 1, 2024, sunset on provisions that
allow (i) distillers that have been appointed as agents of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority, mixed beverage restaurant licensees, and limited
mixed beverage restaurant licensees to sell mixed beverages
for off-premises consumption and (ii) farm winery licensees to
sell pre-mixed wine for off-premises consumption. The bill
also repeals, effective July 1, 2026, third-party delivery
licenses. The bill requires the Authority to convene a work
group to review third-party delivery licenses and report its
findings and recommendations to the Chairmen of the House
Committee on General Laws and the Senate Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services by November 15, 2024.
This bill is identical to HB 688.

Patron - Rouse

P SB657 Alcoholic beverage control; annual
mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses; on-and-
off premises wine and beer licenses. Defines performing arts
facility and sports facility and standardizes the eligibility crite-
ria for annual mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses
and on-and-off-premises wine and beer licenses for performing
arts food concessionaires. Under current law, the eligibility cri-
teria for such licenses varies by location and includes inconsis-
tent ownership, lease, capacity, and seating requirements. The
bill also removes provisions that allow the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to grant
annual mixed beverage motor sports facility licenses and motor
car sporting event facility licenses and creates an annual mixed
beverage sports facility license, which may be granted to per-
sons operating a sports facility or food concessions at a sports
facility and would authorize the licensee to sell mixed bever-
ages during any event and immediately subsequent thereto to
patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, conces-
sion areas, and additional locations designated by the Board (i)
in closed containers for off-premises consumption or (ii) in
paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers or in single orig-

inal metal cans for on-premises consumption. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1349, SB 180, SB 400, and SB 724.
Patron - Reeves

P SB658 Aicoholic beverage control; summary
suspension; timeline. Provides that when special agents of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority are conducting an initial investigation for purposes
of summary suspension and the 48-hour time limit for such ini-
tial investigation expires on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holi-
day, the special agents may submit their findings from such
initial investigation any time prior to the close of business on
the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.
Patron - Reeves

P SB724 aicoholic beverage control; annual
mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses; on-and-
off premises wine and beer licenses. Defines performing arts
facility and sports facility and standardizes the eligibility crite-
ria for annual mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses
and on-and-off-premises wine and beer licenses for performing
arts food concessionaires. Under current law, the eligibility cri-
teria for such licenses varies by location and includes inconsis-
tent ownership, lease, capacity, and seating requirements. The
bill also removes provisions that allow the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to grant
annual mixed beverage motor sports facility licenses and motor
car sporting event facility licenses and creates an annual mixed
beverage sports facility license, which may be granted to per-
sons operating a sports facility or food concessions at a sports
facility and would authorize the licensee to sell mixed bever-
ages during any event and immediately subsequent thereto to
patrons within all seating areas, concourses, walkways, conces-
sion areas, and additional locations designated by the Board (i)
in closed containers for off-premises consumption or (ii) in
paper, plastic, or similar disposable containers or in single orig-
inal metal cans for on-premises consumption. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1349, SB 180, SB 400, and SB 657.

Patron - Stanley

Failed

 HB101 Aicoholic beverage control; annual
mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses. Allows the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority to issue annual mixed beverage performing arts
facility licenses to persons operating food concessions at any
performing arts amphitheater, arena, or similar facility that has
a total capacity in excess of 3,000 patrons and is located in the
City of Virginia Beach.
Patron - Tata

— HBBO? Alcoholic beverage control; exemptions
from licensure; manufacture of spirits at personal resi-
dence for domestic consumption. Exempts from the licensure
requirements of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act any per-
son who, after being granted a permit by the Board of Directors
of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to keep,
store, or possess any still or distilling apparatus for the purpose
of distilling alcohol, manufactures at his residence for domestic
consumption spirits in an amount not to exceed (i) 100 gallons
per year if there are two or more persons 21 years of age or
older residing in the residence or (ii) 50 gallons per year if
there is only one person 21 years of age or older residing in the
residence.

Patron - Ballard

F HB559 Aaicoholic beverage control; mixed bev-
erage performing arts facility license; Pulaski County.
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Amends certain provisions related to the granting of a mixed
beverage performing arts facility license by the Board of
Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Author-
ity to allow certain facilities in Pulaski County to be eligible
for such license.
Patron - Ballard

 HB773 Marijuana; criminal penalties. Modi-
fies several criminal penalties related to marijuana, imposes
limits on dissemination of criminal history record information
related to certain marijuana offenses, and provides a petition
process for any person who has been sentenced to jail or to the
custody of the Department of Corrections for a marijuana
offense to seek a resentencing hearing. The bill has a delayed
effective date of July 1, 2025.
Patron - Herring

I HB1050 Aicoholic beverage control; confec-

tionery mixed beverage retail license. Creates a confection-
ery mixed beverage retail license that authorizes the licensee to
prepare and sell on the licensed premises for on-and-off prem-
ises consumption confectionery that contains five percent or
less alcohol by volume. The bill provides that any alcohol con-
tained in such confectionery shall not be in liquid form at the
time of sale, unless such confectionery is a frozen dessert, as
defined in the bill. The bill also sets the state and local license
fee for such confectionery license and repeals the provisions of
alcoholic beverage control law that created an off-premises
wine and beer confectionery license.

Patron - Batten

I HB1117 Aicoholic beverage control; mixed

beverage performing arts facility license; Cities of Norfolk
and Richmond; minimum patron capacity. Reduces from
1,400 to 400 the minimum patron capacity a performing arts
facility in the City of Norfolk or Richmond is required to have
as one of the conditions for being granted a mixed beverage
license by the Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic
Beverage Control Authority.

Patron - Carr

 HB1118 Aicoholic beverage control; annual

mixed beverage performing arts facility licenses. Allows the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority to issue annual mixed beverage performing arts
facility licenses to persons operating food concessions at any
(i) performing arts facility located in the City of Charlottes-
ville, provided that the performing arts facility (a) is occupied
under a bona fide long-term lease or concession agreement, the
original term of which was more than five years; (b) has a total
capacity in excess of 550 patrons; and (c) has been rehabili-
tated in accordance with historic preservation standards; (ii)
outdoor performing arts amphitheater, arena, or similar facility
that has seating for more than 5,000 persons and is located in
the City of Richmond; or (iii) outdoor performing arts amphi-
theater, arena, or similar facility that has seating for more than
2,500 persons and is located in the City of Charlottesville.
Patron - Carr

 HB1298 Retail licenses.

Patron - Williams

I SB168 Aaicoholic beverage control; food-to-
beverage ratio. Reduces the current 45 percent food-to-bever-
age ratio for certain mixed beverage licensees. The bill requires
that a mixed beverage restaurant, caterer's, or limited caterer's
licensee meet or exceed the following: (i) for such licensees
with monthly food sales of at least $4,000 but less than
$10,000, the food-to-beverage ratio shall be 35 percent and (ii)

for such licensees with monthly food sales of at least $10,000,
there shall be no food-to-beverage ratio requirement imposed.
Patron - Reeves

F SB317 Aicoholic beverage control; farm win-
ery licenses; requirements and privileges. Exempts from cer-
tain requirements imposed on farm winery licensees by prior
legislation persons that hold a farm winery license that was
granted on or before July 1, 2020, and has continuously
remained valid and active subsequent to its issuance if
requested by such licensee. Such requirements relate to the
characteristics of and tasks to be performed on the licensed
premises, license qualifications, manufacturing and sale
requirements and limitations, and utilization of contract wine-
making services.

Patron - Stuart

I SB416 Aicoholic beverage control; tied house
exception. Allows a manufacturer, bottler, broker, importer, or
wholesaler to sponsor or provide support, including equipment,
staff, financial, and other support, for a special event for which
a nonprofit organization has been issued a banquet license and
partners with a governmental entity that holds a mixed bever-
age caterer's license, provided that the mixed beverage caterer's
license held by the governmental entity is not used in coordina-
tion with such special event.

Patron - Head

F SB423 cannabis control; retail market; penal-
ties. Establishes a framework for the creation of a retail mari-
juana market in the Commonwealth, to be administered by the
Virginia Cannabis Control Authority. The bill allows the
Authority to begin issuing all marijuana licenses on July 1,
2025; however, the bill allows certain pharmaceutical proces-
sors to begin operations on July 1, 2024, and allows a limited
number of other licensees to begin operations on January 1,
2025.

Patron - Ebbin

Aviation

Passed

P HB446 Abandoned or derelict aircraft. Provides
that an airport has a lien on an abandoned or derelict aircraft,
defined in the bill, on its property for all fees and charges for
the use of the airport by such aircraft and for all fees and
charges incurred by the airport for the transportation, storage,
and removal of the aircraft. The bill authorizes an airport oper-
ator or his designee to retain, trade, sell, or dispose of an aban-
doned or derelict aircraft on the property of such airport. The
bill provides for notice requirements prior to any such transfer
of ownership interest in the aircraft. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Williams

Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services

Passed

P HB125 Special justices and independent evalua-
tor fees; emergency custody and voluntary and involuntary
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civil admissions. Increases the fee that a special justice
receives for presiding over emergency custody and voluntary
and involuntary civil admissions from $86.25 to $120 for each
commitment hearing and from $43.25 to $70 for each certifica-
tion hearing. The bill also increases the fee that an independent
evaluator receives if required to serve as a witness or an inter-
preter from $75 to $120 for each commitment hearing and
from $43.25 to $70 for each certification hearing. The bill con-
tains technical amendments. This bill received Governor’s rec-
ommendations.

Patron - Watts

P HB 313 office of the State Inspector General;
investigations of abuse or neglect at state psychiatric hospi-
tals; report. Directs the Office of the State Inspector General
to (i) develop a plan to fulfill its statutory obligation to fully
investigate all complaints it receives alleging abuse, neglect, or
inadequate care at a state psychiatric hospital and (ii) submit
such plan to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Health
and Human Services and the Senate Committee on Education
and Health by November 1, 2024. The bill also requires the
Office to submit an annual report to the General Assembly on
or before November 1 of each year regarding the number of
such complaints received and the number of complaints that
were fully investigated by the Office.

Patron - Hope

P HB314 state hospitals; discharge planning;
report. Provides that (i) when an individual is to be discharged
from Central State Hospital, Southwestern Virginia Mental
Health Institute, or Southern Virginia Mental Health Institute
in 30 days or less after admission, the appropriate community
services board shall implement the discharge plan developed
by the state facility and (ii) when an individual is to be dis-
charged from any other state facility in 30 days or less after
admission, or from a state hospital more than 30 days after
admission, the appropriate community services board or
behavioral health authority shall be responsible for the individ-
ual's discharge planning. Under current law, community ser-
vices boards and behavioral health authorities provide
discharge planning for all individuals discharged from state
hospitals, regardless of the duration of their stay. The bill
requires the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services to make certain annual reports by August 1 to
the Governor and the General Assembly and to provide the
General Assembly with a one-time evaluation of the impacts of
the changes to discharge planning implemented by the bill by
November 1, 2025. The bill has a delayed effective date of Jan-
uary 1, 2025. This bill is identical to SB 179.

Patron - Hope

P HB327 commissioner of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services; inclusive housing plan; indi-
viduals with disabilities. Directs the Commissioner of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental Services (the Commissioner)
to work with stakeholders to develop a plan to ensure that peo-
ple with disabilities across the Commonwealth, including indi-
viduals affected by the Settlement Agreement entered into on
August 23, 2012, pursuant to U.S. of America v. Common-
wealth of Virginia, have an opportunity to access affordable
and inclusive housing, as defined in the bill. The bill requires
the Commissioner to present the plan to the Chairmen of the
House Committee on Health and Human Services and the Sen-
ate Committee on Education and Health by November 1, 2025.
Patron - Feggans

P HB434 Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services; facilities licensed to provide inpa-
tient substance use disorder treatment; valid discharge
plans. Directs the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-

opmental Services to amend its regulations to require that any
facility licensed by the Department to provide inpatient sub-
stance use disorder treatment be required to prepare and record
a valid discharge plan upon the discharge or withdrawal of any
individual from the facility who has received substance use
disorder treatment while admitted to such facility. The bill
requires such discharge plan to include the provision of funds
withheld from the individual's prior payments to the facility to
assist the individual in the execution of such discharge plan.
The bill requires the regulations to provide that failure by a
facility to prepare and record valid discharge plans may result
in civil penalties, license suspension, or license revocation.
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Arnold

P HB515 Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services; discharge pilot program; report.
Directs the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmen-
tal Services to develop and implement a pilot program relating
to the discharge of individuals at one state hospital. The bill
requires the Department to submit a report on its findings and
recommendations to the Governor, the House Committee on
Health and Human Services, the Senate Committee on Educa-
tion and Health, and the Behavioral Health Commission no
later than November 1, 2025.

Patron - Hope

P H8806 Department of Human Resource Man-
agement; employee designation and payment policies;
nursing staff at state psychiatric hospitals. Directs the
Department of Human Resource Management to amend its
policies to authorize the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services and state psychiatric hospitals to des-
ignate as full-time employees nursing staff and psychiatric
technicians who work at least 36 hours per week to permit state
hospitals to use 12-hour shifts for such staff. The bill prohibits
the Department from requiring reductions in pay or other bene-
fits for such employees based solely on the fact that the
employee works 36 hours per week. The bill also directs the
Department to examine whether the policy change should be
extended to comparable direct care positions in other executive
branch agencies to improve recruitment and retention. As
introduced, this bill is a recommendation of the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission and the Behavioral Health
Commission and is identical to SB 177.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB823 Temporary detention order; alternative
transportation. Provides that when a magistrate is determin-
ing whether an alternative transportation provider is available
for the purposes of designating a transportation provider for the
transportation of a person who is the subject of a temporary
detention order, an alternative transportation provider shall be
deemed available if the provider states that it is available to
take custody of the person from law enforcement within six
hours of issuance of the temporary detention order or an order
changing the transportation provider.

The bill also provides that if (i) no alternative transportation
provider is available to provide transportation, willing to pro-
vide transportation, and able to provide transportation in a safe
manner or (ii) the law-enforcement agency elects to provide
transportation, the magistrate shall designate the primary law-
enforcement agency and jurisdiction designated to execute the
temporary detention order to provide transportation of the per-
son. This bill is identical to SB 497.

Patron - Cherry

P HB861 Weapons; possession or transporta-
tion; hospital that provides mental health services or devel-
opmental services; penalty. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor
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for any person to knowingly possess in or transport into the
building of any hospital that provides mental health services or
developmental services in the Commonwealth, including an
emergency department or other facility rendering emergency
medical care, any (i) firearm or other weapon designed or
intended to propel a missile or projectile of any kind; (ii) knife,
except a pocket knife having a folding metal blade of less than
three inches; or (iii) other dangerous weapon, including explo-
sives and stun weapons. The bill also provides that notice of
such prohibitions shall be posted conspicuously at the public
entrance of any hospital and no person shall be convicted of the
offense if such notice is not posted, unless such person had
actual notice of the prohibitions. The bill provides that any
such firearm, knife, explosive, or weapon shall be subject to
seizure by a law-enforcement officer and forfeited to the Com-
monwealth and specifies exceptions to the prohibition. This
bill is identical to SB 515. This bill received Governor’s rec-
ommendations.

Patron - Hernandez

P HB888 civil commitments and temporary
detention orders; definition of mental illness; neurocogni-
tive disorders and neurodevelopmental disabilities; Secre-
tary of Health and Human Resources to evaluate
placements for certain individuals; report. Specifies that for
the purpose of civil commitments and temporary detention
orders, behaviors and symptoms that manifest from a neuro-
cognitive disorder or neurodevelopmental disability are
excluded from the definition of mental illness and are, there-
fore, not a basis for placing an individual under a temporary
detention order or committing an individual involuntarily to an
inpatient psychiatric hospital. The bill provides that if a state
facility has reason to believe that an individual's behaviors or
symptoms are solely a manifestation of a neurocognitive disor-
der or neurodevelopmental disability, the state facility may
require that a licensed psychiatrist or other licensed mental
health professional reevaluate the individual's eligibility for a
temporary detention order before the individual is admitted and
shall promptly authorize the release of an individual held under
a temporary detention order if the licensed psychiatrist or other
licensed mental health professional determines the individual's
behaviors or symptoms are solely a manifestation of a neuro-
cognitive disorder or neurodevelopmental disability. The fore-
going provisions of the bill do not become effective unless
reenacted by the 2025 Session of the General Assembly. The
bill also directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources
to convene a work group to evaluate, identify, and develop
placements for individuals with neurocognitive disorders and
neurodevelopmental disabilities, as well as any statutory or
funding changes needed to prevent inappropriate placements
for such individuals, and to report his findings and recommen-
dations by November 1, 2024. As introduced, this bill is a rec-
ommendation of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission and the Behavioral Health Commission. This bill
is identical to SB 176.

Patron - Watts

P HB1242 Emergency custody and temporary
detention orders; evaluations; presence of others. Requires
(i) the evaluator conducting the evaluation of an individual to
determine whether such individual meets the criteria for tem-
porary detention or (ii) the hospital emergency department and
treating physician or other health care provider designated by
the physician, when providing services to an individual who is
being evaluated to determine whether the individual meets the
criteria for temporary detention, to allow the individual's fam-
ily member or legal guardian who is present and who may pro-
vide support and supportive decision making to be present with
the individual unless the individual objects or the evaluator or
treating physician determines that their presence would create

a medical, clinical, or safety risk to the patient or health care
provider or interferes with patient care. This bill is identical to
SB 546.

Patron - Willett

P HB1269 Barrier crimes; adult substance abuse
and mental health services; exception. Permits the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, pro-
viders of substance abuse or mental health services to adults,
and community services boards and behavioral health authori-
ties to hire applicants convicted of certain barrier crimes of
misdemeanor assault and battery or involving controlled sub-
stances provided that such conviction occurred more than four
years prior to the application date for employment. This bill is
identical to SB 626.

Patron - Price

P SB19 Recovery residences; death and serious
injury reports. Requires the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services to promulgate regulations that
require recovery residences to report to the Department any
death or serious injury that occurs in the recovery residence.
This bill incorporates SB 190.

Patron - Favola

P SB34 Temporary detention; certified evalua-
tors; report. Authorizes hospitals with a psychiatric emer-
gency department located in the City of Hampton to employ
certain trained individuals to perform evaluations to determine
whether a person meets the criteria for temporary detention for
behavioral health treatment. The bill requires participating hos-
pitals with psychiatric emergency departments in the City of
Hampton to annually report the length of time between when a
person who is the subject of an emergency custody order
arrives at the psychiatric emergency department of a participat-
ing hospital and when the temporary detention order evaluation
is completed and (ii) the number of (a) admissions, (b) psychi-
atric emergency department visits, (c) temporary detention
order evaluations completed, (d) temporary detention orders
executed, (e) individuals under temporary detention admitted
to the participating hospital, and (f) individuals transferred
from the psychiatric emergency department of the participating
hospital to a state facility to the Senate Committee on Educa-
tion and Health, the House Committee on Health and Human
Services, and the Behavioral Health Commission. The bill
requires participating hospitals with psychiatric emergency
departments in the City of Hampton to report monthly to the
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices the number of (a) crisis evaluations conducted each
month; (b) temporary detention orders executed as a result of
such evaluations and the percentage of evaluations such tem-
porary detention orders represent; (c) reportable events associ-
ated with such temporary detention orders and the percentage
of temporary detention orders that such reportable events rep-
resent; (d) certain reportable events; and (e) other events. The
bill requires the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services to submit by October 1, 2026, to the Senate
Committee on Education and Health and the House Committee
on Health and Human Services an evaluation of the overall
effectiveness of certified evaluators conducting temporary
detention order evaluations pursuant to the bill. The bill has an
expiration date of July 1, 2026. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Locke

P SB176 civil commitments and temporary
detention orders; definition of mental illness; neurocogni-
tive disorders and neurodevelopmental disabilities; Secre-
tary of Health and Human Resources to evaluate
placements for certain individuals; report. Specifies that for
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the purpose of civil commitments and temporary detention
orders, behaviors and symptoms that manifest from a neuro-
cognitive disorder or neurodevelopmental disability are
excluded from the definition of mental illness and are, there-
fore, not a basis for placing an individual under a temporary
detention order or committing an individual involuntarily to an
inpatient psychiatric hospital. The bill provides that if a state
facility has reason to believe that an individual's behaviors or
symptoms are solely a manifestation of a neurocognitive disor-
der or neurodevelopmental disability, the state facility may
require that a licensed psychiatrist or other licensed mental
health professional reevaluate the individual's eligibility for a
temporary detention order before the individual is admitted and
shall promptly authorize the release of an individual held under
a temporary detention order if the licensed psychiatrist or other
licensed mental health professional determines the individual's
behaviors or symptoms are solely a manifestation of a neuro-
cognitive disorder or neurodevelopmental disability. The fore-
going provisions of the bill do not become effective unless
reenacted by the 2025 Session of the General Assembly. The
bill also directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources
to convene a work group to evaluate, identify, and develop
placements for individuals with neurocognitive disorders and
neurodevelopmental disabilities, as well as any statutory or
funding changes needed to prevent inappropriate placements
for such individuals, and to report his findings and recommen-
dations by November 1, 2024. As introduced, this bill is a rec-
ommendation of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission and the Behavioral Health Commission. This bill
is identical to HB 888.

Patron - Favola

P SB177 Department of Human Resource Man-
agement; employee designation and payment policies;
nursing staff at state psychiatric hospitals. Directs the
Department of Human Resource Management to amend its
policies to authorize the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services and state psychiatric hospitals to des-
ignate as full-time employees nursing staff and psychiatric
technicians who work at least 36 hours per week to permit state
hospitals to use 12-hour shifts for such staff. The bill prohibits
the Department from requiring reductions in pay or other bene-
fits for such employees based solely on the fact that the
employee works 36 hours per week. The bill also directs the
Department to examine whether the policy change should be
extended to comparable direct care positions in other executive
branch agencies to improve recruitment and retention. As
introduced, this bill is a recommendation of the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission and the Behavioral Health
Commission and is identical to HB 806.

Patron - Favola

P SB178 office of the State Inspector General;
investigations of abuse or neglect at state psychiatric hospi-
tals; report. Directs the Office of the State Inspector General
to (i) develop a plan to fulfill its statutory obligation to fully
investigate all complaints it receives alleging abuse, neglect, or
inadequate care at a state psychiatric hospital and (ii) submit
such plan to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Health
and Human Services and the Senate Committee on Education
and Health by November 1, 2024. The bill also requires the
Office to submit an annual report to the General Assembly on
or before December 1 of each year regarding the number of
such complaints received and the number of complaints that
were fully investigated by the Office.

Patron - Favola

P SB179 state hospitals; discharge planning;
report. Provides that (i) when an individual is to be discharged
from Central State Hospital, Southwestern Virginia Mental

Health Institute, or Southern Virginia Mental Health Institute
in 30 days or less after admission, the appropriate community
services board shall implement the discharge plan developed
by the state facility and (ii) when an individual is to be dis-
charged from any other state facility in 30 days or less after
admission, or from a state hospital more than 30 days after
admission, the appropriate community services board or
behavioral health authority shall be responsible for the individ-
ual's discharge planning. Under current law, community ser-
vices boards and behavioral health authorities provide
discharge planning for all individuals discharged from state
hospitals, regardless of the duration of their stay. The bill
requires the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services to make certain annual reports by August 1 to
the Governor and the General Assembly and to provide the
General Assembly with a one-time evaluation of the impacts of
the changes to discharge planning implemented by the bill by
November 1, 2025. The bill has a delayed effective date of Jan-
uary 1, 2025. This bill is identical to HB 314.

Patron - Favola

P SB497 Temporary detention order; alternative
transportation. Provides that when a magistrate is determin-
ing whether an alternative transportation provider is available
for the purposes of designating a transportation provider for the
transportation of a person who is the subject of a temporary
detention order, an alternative transportation provider shall be
deemed available if the provider states that it is available to
take custody of the person from law enforcement within six
hours of issuance of the temporary detention order or an order
changing the transportation provider. The bill also provides
that if (i) no alternative transportation provider is available to
provide transportation, willing to provide transportation, and
able to provide transportation in a safe manner or (ii) the law-
enforcement agency elects to provide transportation, the mag-
istrate shall designate the primary law-enforcement agency and
jurisdiction designated to execute the temporary detention
order to provide transportation of the person. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 823.

Patron - Carroll Foy

P SB515 Weapons; possession or transportation;
hospital that provides mental health services or develop-
mental services; penalty. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for
any person to knowingly possess in or transport into the build-
ing of any hospital that provides mental health services or
developmental services in the Commonwealth, including an
emergency department or other facility rendering emergency
medical care, any (i) firearm or other weapon designed or
intended to propel a missile or projectile of any kind; (ii) knife,
except a pocket knife having a folding metal blade of less than
three inches; or (iii) other dangerous weapon, including explo-
sives and stun weapons. The bill also provides that notice of
such prohibitions shall be posted conspicuously at the public
entrance of any hospital and no person shall be convicted of the
offense if such notice is not posted, unless such person had
actual notice of the prohibitions. The bill provides that any
such firearm, knife, explosive, or weapon shall be subject to
seizure by a law-enforcement officer and forfeited to the Com-
monwealth and specifies exceptions to the prohibition. This
bill is identical to HB 861. This bill received Governor’s rec-
ommendations.

Patron - Williams Graves

P SB546 Emergency custody and temporary
detention orders; evaluations; presence of others. Requires
(i) the evaluator conducting the evaluation of an individual to
determine whether such individual meets the criteria for tem-
porary detention or (ii) the hospital emergency department and
treating physician or other health care provider designated by
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the physician, when providing services to an individual who is
being evaluated to determine whether the individual meets the
criteria for temporary detention, to allow the individual's fam-
ily member or legal guardian who is present and who may pro-
vide support and supportive decision making to be present with
the individual unless the individual objects or the evaluator or
treating physician determines that their presence would create
a medical, clinical, or safety risk to the patient or health care
provider or interferes with patient care. This bill is identical to
HB 1242,

Patron - Bagby

P SB569 state Board of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services; regulations; crisis receiving cen-
ters; appropriate and safe use of seclusion; work group;
report. Directs the State Board of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services to amend its regulations to ensure that
its licensing and human rights regulations support high-quality
crisis services, including by authorizing the appropriate and
safe use of seclusion in crisis receiving centers and crisis stabi-
lization units. The bill exempts the Board's initial adoption of
such regulations from the provisions of the Administrative Pro-
cess Act. The bill also directs the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services to convene a work group
to propose additional regulations to allow for the use of (i) evi-
dence-based and recovery-oriented seclusion and restraint
practices and (ii) alternative behavior management practices
that may limit or replace the use of seclusion and restraint in
hospitals, residential programs, and licensed facilities. The bill
requires the Department to submit a report of its findings, rec-
ommendations, and proposed regulations to the General
Assembly by November 1, 2025. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Deeds

P SB574 Behavioral Health Commission; behav-
ioral health and crisis response services; civil admissions
laws and processes; work group; report. Directs the Behav-
ioral Health Commission to convene a work group to study
how to effectively align current civil admissions laws and pro-
cesses with new behavioral health and crisis response services
and resources in the Commonwealth. The bill directs the
Behavioral Health Commission to make recommendations for
any statutory, regulatory, licensing, training, and reimburse-
ment changes related to Virginia's current civil admissions pro-
cess and to report such recommendations by July 1, 2025.
Patron - Deeds

P SB603 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; priority treatment for incarcerated women who are
pregnant and in need of substance abuse treatment; work
group; report. Directs the Department of Criminal Justice
Services, in collaboration with the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services and the Department of
Health, to convene a work group of relevant stakeholders to
study and make recommendations related to prioritizing treat-
ment for incarcerated women who are pregnant and in need of
substance abuse treatment. The bill requires the work group to
report its findings and recommendations to the Chairmen of the
House Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions and the
Senate Committee on Education and Health by November 1,
2024.

Patron - McGuire

P SB626 Barrier crimes; adult substance abuse
and mental health services; exception. Permits the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, pro-
viders of substance abuse or mental health services to adults,
and community services boards and behavioral health authori-
ties to hire applicants convicted of certain barrier crimes of

misdemeanor assault and battery or involving controlled sub-
stances provided that such conviction occurred more than four
years prior to the application date for employment. This bill is
identical to HB 1269.

Patron - Pillion

Failed

 HB23 Weapons; possession or transportation;
facility that provides mental health services or develop-
mental services; penalty. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for
any person to possess in or transport into any facility that pro-
vides mental health services or developmental services in the
Commonwealth, including a hospital or an emergency depart-
ment or other facility rendering emergency medical care, any
(i) firearm or other weapon designed or intended to propel a
missile or projectile of any kind; (ii) knife, except a pocket
knife having a folding metal blade of less than three inches; or
(iii) other dangerous weapon, including explosives and stun
weapons. The bill provides that any such firearm, knife, explo-
sive, or weapon is subject to seizure by a law-enforcement offi-
cer and specifies exceptions to the prohibition.
Patron - Laufer

I HB5O0 central state Hospital; psychiatric bed
allocation. Directs Central State Hospital to designate addi-
tional beds as forensic and psychiatric beds.

Patron - Jones

 HB504 Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services; licensed professionals; licensed
behavior analysts; definition. Directs the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to amend in its
regulations the definition of "licensed professional” to include
licensed behavior analysts.
Patron - Cohen

 HB608 Temporary detention; certified evalua-
tors; report. Authorizes hospitals with a psychiatric emer-
gency department to employ certain trained individuals to
perform evaluations to determine whether a person meets the
criteria for temporary detention for behavioral health treat-
ment. The bill defines psychiatric emergency department as an
emergency department of a hospital licensed by the Depart-
ment of Health that is physically attached to a hospital with
adult and adolescent inpatient psychiatric beds and adult detox-
ification beds licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services. The bill requires participating
hospitals with psychiatric emergency departments to annually
report the number of temporary detention order evaluations
completed, the number of temporary detention orders peti-
tioned, the number of individuals evaluated for temporary
detention who were determined to not meet the criteria for tem-
porary detention, and the number of individuals under a tempo-
rary detention order admitted to a state facility to the Chairmen
of the Senate Committee on Education and Health, the House
Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions, and the Behav-
ioral Health Commission. The bill has an expiration date of
July 1, 2026.
Patron - Price

 HBB808 state psychiatric hospitals; temporary
detention orders; delayed admission to determine medical
needs. Allows state psychiatric hospitals to delay admission of
an individual under a temporary detention order until the state
psychiatric hospital has determined that the individual does not
have potentially life-threatening medical needs that require
immediate evaluation and treatment that the state psychiatric
hospital is incapable of providing. This bill is a recommenda-
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tion of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission
and the Behavioral Health Commission.

Patron - Rasoul

 HB822 Emergency custody; transportation;
transfer of custody. Provides that, in cases in which transpor-
tation of a person subject to an emergency custody order is
ordered to be provided by an alternative transportation pro-
vider, the primary law-enforcement agency that executes the
order may transfer custody of the person to the alternative
transportation provider immediately upon execution of the
order, and that the alternative transportation provider shall
maintain custody of the person from the time custody is trans-
ferred to the alternative transportation provider by the primary
law-enforcement agency until such time as custody of the per-
son is transferred to the community services board or its desig-
nee that is responsible for conducting the evaluation or the
temporary detention facility, as is appropriate. The bill adds
employees of and persons providing services pursuant to a con-
tract with the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services to the list of individuals who may serve as
alternative transportation providers for emergency custody
orders. Additionally, the bill allows for the transfer of custody
to the temporary detention facility if the magistrate issuing the
emergency custody order determines that the person subject to
the order is not at risk to seriously harm others in the near
future without any additional conditions being met.

Patron - Cherry

 HB829 Special justice fees; emergency custody
and voluntary and involuntary civil admissions. Increases
the fee that a special justice receives for presiding over emer-
gency custody and voluntary and involuntary civil admissions
hearings from $86.25 to $143.75 for each commitment hearing
and from $43.25 to $70 for each certification hearing.

Patron - Williams

I HBS885 Community services boards; core of
services. Adds to the list of the core services to be provided by
community services boards (i) crisis services for individuals
with a mental illness or substance use disorder, (ii) outpatient
mental health and substance abuse services, (iii) psychiatric
rehabilitation services, (iv) peer support and family support
services, (v) mental health services for members of the armed
forces located 50 miles or more from a military treatment facil-
ity and veterans located 40 miles or more from a Veterans
Health Administration medical facility, and (vi) care coordina-
tion services. The bill removes language that conditions the
duty of community services boards to provide case manage-
ment services on the availability of funding. The bill further
requires community services boards to provide any such ser-
vices (a) to every adult who has a serious mental illness, child
who has or is at risk of serious emotional disturbance, and indi-
vidual who has a substance use disorder and (b) in a timely
manner and at a location that is near the individual. The bill has
a delayed effective date of July 1, 2026, for most provisions.

Patron - Watts

 HB1065 Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services; community services boards;
quarterly stakeholder meetings. Provides that every commu-
nity services board shall conduct stakeholder meetings at least
four time per year to discuss challenges, identify opportunities
for improvement, and collaboratively work towards effective
solutions. The bill requires each community services board to
submit an annual report of such meetings to the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and authorizes
the Director of the Department to provide guidance and recom-

mendations to such boards and to revise funding in response to
such reports.
Patron - Hodges

 SB149 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; Department of Behavioral Health and Developmen-
tal Services; 1915(c) Home and Community Based Services
Medicaid Waivers; state plan amendments; program rule
modifications. Directs the Department of Medical Assistance
Services and the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services to seek to modify the program rules for cer-
tain 1915(c) Home and Community Based Services Medicaid
Waivers to (i) eliminate the requirement that, in order for a
legally responsible individual to receive reimbursement for
personal care services, no one else is available to provide ser-
vices to the member; (ii) modify the program rules to allow for
respite services when the legally responsible individual is the
unpaid caregiver; and (iii) modify the program rules to allow a
legally responsible individual or stepparent to be the employer
of record. This bill was incorporated into SB 488.
Patron - Suetterlein

 SB190 Recovery residences; certification
requirements; death and serious injury reports; work
group; report. Requires the Department of Behavioral Health
and Developmental Services to promulgate regulations that
require recovery residences to (i) comply with uniform health
and safety requirements established by the Department and
published on its website and (ii) report to the Department, in
the same manner as licensed facilities and programs, any death
or serious injury that occurs in the recovery residence. The bill
requires the Department to maintain on its website the certifi-
cation standards of the credentialing entity for each recovery
residence. The bill also requires the Department to convene a
work group to (a) analyze and make recommendations regard-
ing the creation of a process through which the Department can
provide oversight of all recovery residences in the Common-
wealth, (b) make recommendations to ensure transparency with
the public and residents or potential residents of recovery resi-
dences regarding the certification of each recovery residence,
and (c) report its findings and recommendations to the General
Assembly by November 1, 2024.
Patron - Subramanyam

I SB653 state psychiatric hospitals; temporary
detention orders; delayed admission to determine medical
needs. Allows state psychiatric hospitals to delay admission of
an individual under a temporary detention order until the state
psychiatric hospital has determined that the individual does not
have potentially life-threatening medical needs that require
immediate evaluation and treatment that the state psychiatric
hospital is incapable of providing. This bill is a recommenda-
tion of the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission
and the Behavioral Health Commission.

Patron - Durant

Carried Over

C SB590 Community services boards; core of ser-
vices. Adds to the list of the core services to be provided by
community services boards (i) crisis services for individuals
with a mental illness or substance use disorder, (ii) outpatient
mental health and substance abuse services, (iil) psychiatric
rehabilitation services, (iv) peer support and family support
services, (v) mental health services for members of the armed
forces located 50 miles or more from a military treatment facil-
ity and veterans located 40 miles or more from a Veterans
Health Administration medical facility, and (vi) care coordina-
tion services. The bill removes language that conditions the
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duty of community services boards to provide case manage-
ment services on the availability of funding. The bill further
requires community services boards to provide any such ser-
vices (a) to every adult who has a serious mental illness, child
who has or is at risk of serious emotional disturbance, and indi-
vidual who has a substance use disorder and (b) in a timely
manner and at a location that is near the individual. The bill has
a delayed effective date of July 1, 2026, for most provisions.
Patron - Deeds

Civil Remedies and Procedure

Passed

P HB34 contract actions; medical debt. Provides
that in any action, including those brought by the Common-
wealth, upon any contract to collect medical debt, as defined in
the bill, such an action is barred if not commenced within three
years from the due date applicable to the first invoice for a
health care service unless the contract with a hospital or health
care provider is for a payment plan that allows for a longer
period of time for the collection of debt by the hospital or
health care provider. The bill specifies that such limitation
shall not apply to medical debt arising from services provided
by programs administered by the Department of Medical
Assistance Services. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.

Patron - Clark

P HB73 uniawful detainer; expungement; enter-
ing of an order without further petition or hearing. Pro-
vides that in unlawful detainer actions filed in the general
district court, if the 30-day period following the dismissal of
such an action has passed or if a voluntary nonsuit is taken and
the six-month period following such nonsuit has passed, the
court shall, without further petition or hearing, enter an order
requiring the expungement of such action, provided that no
order of possession has been entered. The bill provides that if a
judgment is entered in favor of the defendant, such defendant
may petition the court for an expungement pursuant to the peti-
tion process under current law. Additionally, the bill retains the
petition process existing under current law for unlawful
detainer actions commenced prior to July 1, 2024, for which
the court still has records.

Patron - Hope

P HB86 summons for unlawful detainer; hearing
date; amendments to amount due; subsequent filings. Spec-
ifies a process by which a plaintiff, plaintiff's attorney, or agent
in an unlawful detainer action may amend the amount due to
him in an unlawful detainer action. The bill further provides
that if such an amendment is permitted the plaintiff shall not
subsequently file additional warrants in debt against the defen-
dant for additional amounts if those amounts could have been
included in such amended amount. The bill provides that if the
plaintiff requests all amounts due and owing as of the date of
the hearing or if the court grants an amendment of the amounts
requested, the plaintiff shall not subsequently file additional
unlawful detainers or warrants in debt against the defendant for
such additional amounts if those amounts could have been
included in the amended amount.

Patron - Hope

P HB140 Adoption; award of damages; death by
wrongful act. Provides that, in a case for death by wrongful
act, the child of a decedent who has been adopted after the
death of such decedent shall be included in the class of benefi-

ciaries entitled to an award of damages resulting from such
case, provided that a court had not previously terminated the
parental rights of such decedent. This bill is identical to SB
200.

Patron - Reid

P HB156 Exemptions from jury service upon
request; age. Increases from 70 to 73 the age at which a person
is exempt from jury service upon request. This bill is identical
to SB 638.

Patron - Green

P HB171 Signing of pleadings, motions, and
other papers; electronic signatures. Clarifies that an elec-
tronic signature or a digital image of a signature shall satisfy
the requirement in current law that every pleading, mation, or
other paper of a party be signed by at least one attorney of
record. This bill is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Con-
ference.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

P HB202 Optometrists; expert witness testi-
mony. Allows an optometrist to testify as an expert witness in
a court of law on certain matters within the scope of his prac-
tice. This bill is identical to SB 254.

Patron - Williams

P HB264 Legal notices and publications; online-
only news publications; requirements. Provides that, where
any ordinance, resolution, notice, or advertisement is required
by law to be published in a newspaper, such ordinance, resolu-
tion, notice, or advertisement instead may be published in an
online-only news publication subject to certain requirements
specified in the bill. The bill sets out a process by which an
online-only news publication shall petition the circuit court of
the appropriate jurisdiction to publish such ordinances, resolu-
tions, notices, or advertisements and authorizes the court to
grant such online-only news publication the authority to pub-
lish such ordinances, resolutions, notices, or advertisements for
a period of one year. The bill also describes the process by
which an online-only news publication may continue renewing
such authority to publish in each successive year. This bill is
identical to SB 157.

Patron - Hope

P HB315 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; lien for claim of personal injuries. Creates a process
by which a lien in favor of the Department of Medical Assis-
tance Services on a claim for personal injuries may be satisfied
upon the request of the injured person who received medical
care or services to treat such personal injury. The bill provides
that the Department is required within 60 days of receipt of the
request of the injured person to provide such injured person or
his personal representative with an itemized statement detail-
ing all health care expenses paid for by a program of the
Department and a sum specific demand for payment in full and
final resolution of the Department's lien. Such request shall not
be made by the injured person or his personal representative
until all claims for health care expenses to be paid for by a pro-
gram of the Department for an alleged injury on which the
claim is based have been submitted to and processed for poten-
tial payment by the Department. The bill provides that if the
Department fails to respond to such request, the injured party
or his personal representative may submit to the Department an
offer of payment for a sum certain in satisfaction of the lien,
including an explanation of the reasons for such offer, and the
Department may then, within 30 days, accept or reject such
offer. The bill also clarifies that such process is not the exclu-
sive means by which an injured person or his personal repre-
sentative may request such itemized statement of health care
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expenses. Under the bill, the Department shall report on a quar-
terly basis those offers of the payment for a sum certain in sat-
isfaction of liens to which it does not respond to the Senate
Committee on Finance and Appropriations and the House
Committee on Appropriations. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Simon

P HB418 civil actions filed on behalf of multiple
persons; class actions. Provides that one or more members of
a class may, as representative parties on behalf of all members,
bring a civil action or may be proceeded against in a civil
action, provided that (i) the class is so numerous that joinder of
all members or proceeding with such actions on an individual
basis is impracticable or contrary to judicial economy; (ii)
there are questions of law or fact common to the class; (iii) the
claims or defenses of the representative parties are typical of
the claims or defenses of the class; and (iv) the representative
parties shall fairly and adequately protect the interests of the
class. The bill further sets out the procedure to certify a class
action, the duties of counsel appointed in a class action, the
various orders a court may issue during the course of a class
action, and the process by which a settlement, voluntary dis-
missal, or compromise may occur. The bill has a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2025, and is identical to SB 259. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Simon

P HB432 Making copy of jury panel available to
counsel. Increases from three to five full business days before
a trial the timeframe within which the clerk or sheriff or other
officer responsible for notifying jurors to appear in court for
the trial of a case must make available to all counsel of record a
copy of the jury panel to be used for the trial of such case.
Patron - Arnold

P HB640 Wrongful incarceration; compensation.
Provides that any person who is convicted of a felony by a
county or city circuit court of the Commonwealth and is
wrongfully incarcerated for such felony shall receive, in addi-
tion to the compensation for wrongful incarceration specified
under current law, not less than $30,000 for each year or frac-
tion thereof (i) of imprisonment after being sentenced to death
or (ii) that such person was required to register with the Sex
Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry. The bill further
requires that the amount paid to the person wrongfully incar-
cerated shall be in the form of a lump sum; under current law,
only the initial 25 percent of an award is required to be paid in
lump sum form.

The bill further removes the bar against receiving compensa-
tion if such wrongfully incarcerated person received any funds
pursuant to a settlement agreement with any person or entity
for compensation or damages arising out of the factual situa-
tion in connection with the conviction. The bill replaces such
requirement with a provision allowing for the wrongful incar-
ceration compensation award to be offset by any such award in
a civil action or settlement.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB641 Claims; David Wayne Kingrea; com-
pensation for wrongful inclusion on sex offender registry.
Grants relief in an amount to be appropriated to David Wayne
Kingrea, who was wrongly convicted of taking indecent liber-
ties with a minor and, as a result of such wrongful conviction,
was required to register on the sex offender registry.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB740 uniawful detainer; bifurcation of case;
contested rent and damages. Provides that, at an initial hear-
ing on an unlawful detainer, if the defendant contests the

amount of rent and damages alleged to be due and owing to the
plaintiff, the court shall not bifurcate the unlawful detainer
case. Under current law, at the initial hearing, upon request of
the plaintiff, the court is required to bifurcate the unlawful
detainer case and set a continuance date no later than 120 days
from the date of the initial hearing to determine final rent and
damages. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Cousins

P HB779 permissible venue; personal injury and
wrongful death actions; appointment of administrator on
behalf of estate of decedent. Provides that in a personal injury
or wrongful death action in which an administrator is
appointed on behalf of the estate of a decedent, permissible
venue shall lie only in a county or city in which venue would
have been properly laid if the person for whom such appoint-
ment is made had survived. This bill is a recommendation of
the Boyd-Graves Conference and is identical to SB 138.

Patron - Callsen

P HB794 Statutory agents; service of process.
Adds the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission to the
definition of “statutory agent" when such Clerk is appointed
for the purpose of service of process on any individual, corpo-
ration, or limited partnership. The bill further applies certain
methods of service of process currently applicable to limited
liability corporations to nonstock corporations and domestic
stock corporations. The bill provides that domestic or foreign
limited liability partnerships may be served by personal service
on its registered agent as directed by applicable provisions of
Title 50 (Partnerships). The bill further provides that whenever
the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission is appointed as
the statutory agent service shall be deemed sufficient upon the
person or entity being served and shall be effective on the date
when service is made on the Clerk, provided, however, that the
time for such person or entity to respond to process sent by the
Clerk shall run from the date when the certificate of compli-
ance is filed. This bill is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves
Conference.

Patron - Henson

P HB901 Interlocutory ruling, order, or action;
motion to reconsider. Clarifies that no litigant, after making
an objection or motion known to the court, shall be required to
move for reconsideration to preserve his right to appeal a rul-
ing, order, or action of the court, even if such ruling, order, or
action is without prejudice to a motion to reconsider. This bill
is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Patron - Srinivasan

P HB1248 pebtor interrogatories; fieri facias;

against whom a summons shall be issued. Requires the clerk
of the court from which a fieri facias is issued to issue a sum-
mons against any person known or reasonably suspected to be
a debtor to, or bailee of, the execution debtor in order to ascer-
tain the personal estate of a judgment debtor provided the judg-
ment creditor or his attorney files an affidavit stating as such.
Under current law, such clerk of the court shall issue a sum-
mons against any debtor to, or bailee of, the execution debtor.
As introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Boyd-
Graves Conference.

Patron - Williams

P H B 1335 Motor vehicle value; J.D. Power Offi-
cial Used Car Guide. Adds the J.D. Power Official Used Car
Guide to the list of publications from which the retail value of
an automobile is admissible as evidence of fair market value of
such automobile in any civil or criminal case in which the price
of an automobile is in issue.

Patron - Webert
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P SB138 permissible venue; personal injury and
wrongful death actions; appointment of administrator on
behalf of estate of decedent. Provides that in a personal injury
or wrongful death action in which an administrator is
appointed on behalf of the estate of a decedent, permissible
venue shall lie only in a county or city in which venue would
have been properly laid if the person for whom such appoint-
ment is made had survived. This bill is a recommendation of
the Boyd-Graves Conference and is identical to HB 779.

Patron - Carroll Foy

P SB157 Legal notices and publications; online-
only news publications; requirements. Provides that, where
any ordinance, resolution, notice, or advertisement is required
by law to be published in a newspaper, such ordinance, resolu-
tion, notice, or advertisement instead may be published in an
online-only news publication subject to certain requirements
specified in the bill. The bill sets out a process by which an
online-only news publication shall petition the circuit court of
the appropriate jurisdiction to publish such ordinances, resolu-
tions, notices, or advertisements and authorizes the court to
grant such online-only news publication the authority to pub-
lish such ordinances, resolutions, notices, or advertisements for
a period of one year. The bill also describes the process by
which an online-only news publication may continue renewing
such authority to publish in each successive year. This bill is
identical to HB 264.

Patron - Boysko

P SB209 Adoption; award of damages; death by
wrongful act. Provides that, in a case for death by wrongful
act, the child of a decedent who has been adopted after the
death of such decedent shall be included in the class of benefi-
ciaries entitled to an award of damages resulting from such
case, provided that a court had not previously terminated the
parental rights of such decedent. This bill is identical to HB
140.

Patron - Perry

P SB214 service of garnishment summons upon
corporation, limited liability company, etc.; garnishment
designee. Requires a summons for garnishment against a cor-
poration, limited liability company, limited partnership, finan-
cial institution, or other entity authorized to do business in the
Commonwealth to be served on the garnishment designee, as
that term is defined in the bill, of such corporation, limited lia-
bility company, limited partnership, financial institution, or
other entity, unless such garnishment designee is also the judg-
ment debtor. The bill provides alternative methods of service if
the judgment creditor certifies that such corporation, limited
liability company, limited partnership, financial institution, or
other entity has no garnishment designee, such garnishment
designee cannot be found at the designated address, or such
garnishment designee is also the judgment debtor. Before a
judgment creditor serves the registered or statutory agent of a
financial institution, such creditor shall further certify that after
exercising due diligence, no managing employee, as that term
is defined in the bill, could be found, that such managing
employee is the judgment creditor, or that such service has
been authorized or requested by such institution. The bill has a
delayed effective date of January 1, 2025.

Patron - Sturtevant

P SB254 Optometrists; expert witness testimony.
Allows an optometrist to testify as an expert witness in a court
of law on certain matters within the scope of his practice. This
bill is identical to HB 202.

Patron - Surovell

P SB256 motor vehicle insurance claims; bad
faith. Provides that if an insurance company licensed in the
Commonwealth to write motor vehicle insurance (i) denies,
refuses, fails to pay, or fails to make a timely and reasonable
settlement offer to its insured under the provisions of any unin-
sured or underinsured motorist benefits coverage in a policy of
motor vehicle insurance applicable to the insured after the
insured has become legally entitled to recover or (ii) after all
applicable liability policy limits and underlying uninsured and
underinsured motorists benefits have been tendered or paid,
rejects a reasonable settlement demand made by the insured
within the policy's coverage limits for uninsured or underin-
sured motorist benefits or fails to respond within a reasonable
time after being presented with such demand after the insured
has become legally entitled to recover, and it is subsequently
found by a court of proper jurisdiction that such denial, refusal,
or failure to timely pay or failure to make a timely and reason-
able settlement offer, rejection of a reasonable settlement
demand, or failure to timely accept a reasonable settlement
demand was not made in good faith, in addition to the amount
due and owing by the insurance company to its insured on the
judgment against the tortfeasor, the insurance company shall
also be liable to the insured in an amount up to double the
amount of the judgment obtained against the underinsured
motorist, uninsured motorist, immune motorist, unknown
owner or operator, or released defendant in the underlying per-
sonal injury or wrongful death action, not to exceed $500,000,
together with reasonable attorney fees for bringing the claim,
and all costs and expenses incurred by the insured to secure a
judgment against the tortfeasor, and interest from 30 days after
the date of such denial or failure or the date the reasonable set-
tlement demand. Under the bill, the insured or the insured's
representative may seek adjudication of a claim that the insur-
ance company did not act in good faith as a posttrial motion
before the court in which the underlying personal injury or
wrongful death judgment was obtained or as a separate action
against the company. If the insured or the insured's representa-
tive seeks adjudication as a separate action and the underlying
judgment is appealed, any action filed under this subsection
shall be stayed by the court pending final resolution of the
appeal of the underlying judgment. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Surovell

P SB259 civil actions filed on behalf of multiple
persons; class actions. Provides that one or more members of
a class may, as representative parties on behalf of all members,
bring a civil action or may be proceeded against in a civil
action, provided that (i) the class is so numerous that joinder of
all members or proceeding with such actions on an individual
basis is impracticable or contrary to judicial economy; (ii)
there are questions of law or fact common to the class; (iii) the
claims or defenses of the representative parties are typical of
the claims or defenses of the class; and (iv) the representative
parties shall fairly and adequately protect the interests of the
class. The bill further sets out the procedure to certify a class
action, the duties of counsel appointed in a class action, the
various orders a court may issue during the course of a class
action, and the process by which a settlement, voluntary dis-
missal, or compromise may occur. The bill has a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2025, and is identical to HB 418. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Surovell

P SB638 Exemptions from jury service upon
request; age. Increases from 70 to 73 the age at which a person
is exempt from jury service upon request. This bill is identical
to HB 156.

Patron - Jordan
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 HB153 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; lien for claim of personal injuries. Creates a process
by which a lien in favor of the Department of Medical Assis-
tance Services on a claim for personal injuries may be satisfied
upon the request of the injured person who received medical
care or services to treat such personal injury. The bill provides
that the Department is required within 30 days of receipt of the
request of the injured person to provide such injured person or
his personal representative with an itemized statement detail-
ing all health care expenses paid for by a program of the
Department and a sum specific demand for payment in full and
final resolution of the Department's lien. The bill provides that
if the Department fails to respond to such request, the injured
party or his personal representative may submit to the Depart-
ment an offer of payment for sum certain in satisfaction of the
lien, and the Department may then, within 30 days, accept or
reject such offer.

Patron - Simon

I HB182 Breachofa contract; attorney fees; fac-
tors. Provides that, for any contract entered into on or after
July 1, 2024, if such contract contains a provision allowing the
award of attorney fees to a party when the other party to such
contract breaches such contract, the court may also allow rea-
sonable attorney fees to be awarded to the party that prevails in
any action, whether as plaintiff or defendant, with respect to
such contract. The bill requires the court to take into account
certain factors in determining such reasonable attorney fees.

Patron - Hope

I HBA487 Harassment by computer or other elec-
tronic means; civil action. Creates a civil cause of action for
an individual injured by a person who coerces, intimidates, or
harasses such individual by computer or other electronic
means, regardless of whether such person has been charged
with or convicted of a corresponding criminal violation. The
bill provides that such injured individual may recover for dam-
ages caused by such coercion, intimidation, or harassment and
reasonable attorney fees and costs.

Patron - Garrett

 HB562 commercial entity offering social
media accounts; restricted hours for minors; civil liability.
Provides that no commercial entity that offers social media
accounts, as defined in the bill, shall knowingly or intention-
ally allow a minor to access his social media account during
the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. unless the minor's parent,
guardian, or legal custodian has provided permission for the
minor to use such social media account during these hours. The
bill provides that any commercial entity that violates these pro-
visions shall be subject to civil liability for damages resulting
from the interference with a minor's sleep cycle or mental
health by allowing such minor to access to his social media
account during the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. and reason-
able attorney fees and costs.

Patron - Campbell

 HB704 Localities; liability for owning or oper-
ating vehicle. Provides that in any case in which a locality is
the owner of, or operator through medium of a driver of, or
otherwise is the insured under the policy upon a vehicle
involved in an accident, or is self-insured, the defense of gov-
ernmental immunity shall not be a bar to action or recovery of
damages arising from such accident against such locality.

Patron - Webert

F HB1104 Wrongful death; death of parent or
guardian of child resulting from driving under the influ-
ence; child support. Provides that in any action for death by
wrongful act where the defendant, as a result of driving a
motor vehicle or operating a watercraft under the influence,
unintentionally caused the death of another person who was the
parent or legal guardian of a child, the person who has custody
of such child may petition the court to order that the defendant
pay child support.

Patron - Walker

|: HB:|.214 Civil causes of action; social media

platforms; complying with certain requests for informa-
tion. Requires the owner or operator of a social media plat-
form, as defined in the bill, to comply with requests from a
party to a civil action concerning (i) any identifying informa-
tion regarding any person alleged to have published content
giving rise to such action on such platform and (ii) restoration
of access to any person claiming ownership of an account cre-
ated on such platform, provided such person can prove original
ownership of such account.

Patron - Arnold

 HB1250 Action establishing boundaries to

land; attorney fees. Provides that in an action to establish
boundary lines the court may award attorney fees to any pre-
vailing party when the need to ascertain the true boundary lines
arose from the action of another party, and where such action
was in willful disregard of the rights of another. The bill also
provides that a claim of damages may be joined with any pro-
ceeding to establish boundary lines. This bill is a recommenda-
tion of the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Patron - Williams

 HB1332 Nuisance; action against adjoining

property owner. Provides that a civil action may be brought
by a property owner against the owner of an adjoining property
alleged to be a nuisance for damages and reasonable attorney
fees and costs. The bill further provides that a hearing held pur-
suant to such action shall be held 90 days after the filing of
such action and that, if the defendant provides evidence that he
has taken all actions necessary to correct the nuisance, the case
shall be dismissed.

Patron - Morefield

F HB1413 Identity of persons communicating
anonymously over the Internet; procedure governing cer-
tain subpoenas in civil proceedings; social media compa-
nies and platforms. Applies the procedures governing certain
subpoenas in civil proceedings, currently applicable to Internet
service providers, to social media companies and platforms.
Patron - Cherry

= SB86 spoliation of evidence. Clarifies that,
where evidence that should have been preserved in anticipation
of litigation is lost, disposed of, altered, concealed, destroyed,
or not preserved, and cannot be restored or replaced, no finding
of intent that a party lost or destroyed evidence to prevent its
use in litigation shall be required for the court to order remedial
measures as provided by law.
Patron - Peake

F SB493 Medical malpractice; limitations on
recovery; certain actions. Eliminates the cap on the recovery
in actions against health care providers for medical malpractice
where the act or acts of malpractice occurred on or after July 1,
2024, and occurred against a patient age 10 or younger.

Patron - Stanley
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F SB532 commercial entity offering social
media accounts; restricted hours for minors; civil liability.
Provides that no commercial entity that offers social media
accounts, as defined in the bill, shall knowingly or intention-
ally allow a minor to access his social media account during
the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. unless the minor's parent,
guardian, or legal custodian has provided permission for the
minor to use such social media account during these hours. The
bill provides that any commercial entity that violates these pro-
visions shall be subject to civil liability for damages resulting
from the interference with a minor's sleep cycle or mental
health by allowing such minor to access to his social media
account during the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. and reason-
able attorney fees and costs.

Patron - Jordan

= SB587 civil actions filed on behalf of multiple
persons. Provides that a circuit court may enter an order join-
ing, coordinating, consolidating, or transferring civil actions
upon finding that separate civil actions brought by a plaintiff
on behalf of multiple similarly situated persons involve com-
mon questions of law or fact and arise out of the same transac-
tion, occurrence, or series of transactions or occurrences.
Under current law, such order is permitted only where six or
more plaintiffs have filed such actions. The bill further requires
the Supreme Court of Virginia to promulgate rules no later
than November 1, 2024, governing such actions. The bill has a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2025, except that the provi-
sions of the bill requiring the Supreme Court to promulgate
rules are effective in due course.
Patron - Bagby

Carried Over

C HB697 Synthetic media; penalty. Expands the
applicability of provisions related to defamation, slander, and
libel to include synthetic media, defined in the bill. The bill
makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to use any syn-
thetic media for the purpose of committing any criminal
offense involving fraud, constituting a separate and distinct
offense with punishment separate and apart from any punish-
ment received for the commission of the primary criminal
offense. The bill also authorizes the individual depicted in the
synthetic media to bring a civil action against the person who
violates such prohibition to recover actual damages, reasonable
attorney fees, and such other relief as the court determines to
be appropriate. The bill directs the Attorney General to con-
vene a work group to study and make recommendations on the
current enforcement of laws related to the use of synthetic
media, including deepfakes, and any further action needed to
address the issue of such use in fraudulent acts.

Patron - Maldonado

Commonwealth Public Safety

Passed

P HB133 Department of Fire Programs; work
group; options for local government employees who
respond to emergencies with toxic material exposure.
Directs the Department of Fire Programs to convene a work
group to identify and analyze options to help ensure that local
government employees who respond to emergencies that
expose them to toxic materials have appropriate preemptive
and ongoing health care and are able to pay any health
expenses related to such emergency and its aftereffects that are

not covered by relevant health insurance plans. The work
group is directed to report its findings to the General Assembly
by November 1, 2024. This bill is identical to SB 650.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

P HB203 Pprivate security services business;
training requirements; human trafficking. Requires the
compulsory minimum, entry-level, and in-service training
standards for an unarmed security officer, armed security offi-
cer, courier, security canine handler, and alarm respondent to
include a training requirement on recognizing and reporting
instances of suspected human trafficking. The bill provides that
the Department of Criminal Justice Services shall have the
power and duty to develop an online course to meet such train-
ing requirement.

Patron - Simonds

P HB250 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; law-enforcement officers; interrogation practices.
Provides that the Department of Criminal Justice Services shall
have the power and duty to establish a comprehensive frame-
work for the custodial and noncustodial interrogation of adults
and juveniles by law-enforcement officers within the Com-
monwealth, which shall include (i) developing policies and
procedures for interrogation practices, including guidance on
when the use of the following is considered lawful: (a) false
promises of leniency, (b) misleading statements regarding evi-
dence or statements of witnesses or co-conspirators, and (c)
inauthentic replica documents or computer-generated audiovi-
sual evidence; (ii) establishing and publishing a model policy
for conducting such interrogations to serve as a guideline for
criminal justice agencies in the Commonwealth; and (iii) estab-
lishing compulsory minimum training standards for basic train-
ing and recertification of law-enforcement officers on
conducting such interrogations. The bill provides that the
Department shall establish and publish such model policy by
January 1, 2025. The bill requires any person employed as a
law-enforcement officer prior to July 1, 2024, to complete the
training required by the bill by January 1, 2028. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Glass

P HB321 Lineof Duty Act; payment of benefits.
Increases from $25,000 to $75,000 the death benefit payout
under the Virginia Line of Duty Act for a death caused by
occupational cancer, respiratory disease, or hypertension or
heart disease for those deaths that will occur on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2025. This bill is identical to SB 649.

Patron - McQuinn

P HB586 Training standards for law-enforce-
ment officers; drug use. Requires the Department of Criminal
Justice Services to establish training standards and publish and
periodically update model policies for law-enforcement per-
sonnel on the use of naloxone or other opioid antagonists to
prevent opioid overdose deaths, in coordination with statewide
naloxone training programs developed by the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the Vir-
ginia Department of Health.

Patron - McClure

P HBG611 civilian deaths in custody; report.
Requires every law-enforcement agency and state or juvenile
correctional facility to report to the Department of Criminal
Justice Services and every local or regional correctional facil-
ity to report to the State Board of Local and Regional Jails cer-
tain information regarding the death of any person who is
detained, under arrest or in the process of being arrested, en
route to be incarcerated, incarcerated, or otherwise in the cus-
tody of such law-enforcement agency or correctional facility.
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The bill provides that any law-enforcement agency or state or
juvenile correctional facility that fails to comply may, at the
discretion of the Department, be declared ineligible for state
grants or funds. The bill also requires the Department and the
Board to analyze the submitted data to determine the means by
which such information can be used to reduce the number of
such deaths. Finally, the bill requires the Director of the
Department and the Board to annually report the findings and
recommendations resulting from the analysis and interpretation
of the data to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the
Attorney General beginning on or before July 1, 2025, and
each July 1 thereafter. This bill incorporates HB 423. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Price

P HB898 Department of Forensic Science; labo-
ratory procedures; requirements regarding DNA profiles.
Provides that when an accused person or his attorney files a
motion for a scientific investigation, he must certify that the
Department of Forensic Science or Division of Consolidated
Laboratory Services has indicated it has a methodology to per-
form the requested scientific investigation. The bill also clari-
fies that the signature of a person who received material to be
analyzed by a laboratory on an evidence submission receipt
shall be deemed prima facie evidence that such person was an
authorized agent and that such receipt constitutes proper
receipt by the laboratory. The bill also provides that such signa-
ture on a request for laboratory examination form or evidence
submission receipt may be made by hand or electronic means.
The bill also removes the requirement that a party intending to
offer the results of a deoxyribonucleic (DNA) analysis provide
or make available copies of the DNA profiles but retains the
requirement that such party provide or make available copies
of the report or statement to be introduced. Additionally, the
bill requires the Department to confirm whether or not there is
a DNA profile on file for a specific individual if a federal,
state, or local criminal justice agency that participates in the
National DNA Index System requests that information in fur-
therance of an official investigation of any criminal offense.
The bill contains technical amendments.

Patron - Kent

P HB933 Aizheimer's disease and dementia
training for dispatchers, firefighters, and emergency medi-
cal personnel. Requires certain agencies in the Common-
wealth to develop curricula and provide training related to
Alzheimer's disease and dementia to dispatchers employed by
or in any local or state government agency, firefighters, and
emergency medical services personnel. This bill is a recom-
mendation of the Virginia Alzheimer's Disease and Related
Disorders Commission and the Commonwealth Council on
Aging.

Patron - LeVere Bolling

P HBlOZZ Universal certification for certain

law-enforcement officers. Provides that any sworn law-
enforcement officer with at least one year of experience (i)
whose training qualifications meet or exceed current training
standards established by the Board of Criminal Justice Services
and who is in compliance with the minimum qualifications, (ii)
who has not had a break in service of more than 24 months,
and (iii) who is leaving the transferring agency in good stand-
ing with no pending investigations or disciplinary actions shall
be eligible for employment at any law-enforcement agency
within the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions. Prior to
any conditional offer of employment, the bill requires the hir-
ing law-enforcement agency to request certain specified infor-
mation from all prior law-enforcement agencies and to employ
all reasonable means to obtain personnel records for law-
enforcement officers transferring from an out-of-state or fed-

eral law-enforcement agency. The bill requires that upon the
receipt of all requested information by the hiring law-enforce-
ment agency, the applicant law-enforcement officer shall com-
plete a sworn declaration that the provided information or
records are, to the best of the applicant's knowledge, a true,
correct, and complete response to such request. This bill is
identical to SB 207.

Patron - Wilt

P HB1246 Law-enforcement training; individu-
als with autism spectrum disorder. Requires the Department
of Criminal Justice Services to establish compulsory minimum
and in-service training standards for law-enforcement officers
on communicating with individuals with an intellectual disabil-
ity or a developmental disability, such as autism spectrum dis-
order, which shall include (i) an overview and behavioral
recognition of autism spectrum disorder, (ii) best practices for
crisis prevention and de-escalation techniques, (iii) an objec-
tive review of any relevant tools and technology available to
assist in communication, and (iv) education on law-enforce-
ment agency and community resources for the autism commu-
nity on future crisis prevention. The bill requires that such
training standards be established in consultation with at least
one individual with autism spectrum disorder, one family
member of an individual with autism spectrum disorder, one
specialist who works with individuals with autism spectrum
disorder, one representative from the Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental Services, and one representa-
tive from a state or local law-enforcement agency. The bill
requires the Department to establish such training standards by
January 1, 2027, and requires any person employed as a law-
enforcement officer prior to July 1, 2024, to complete the com-
pulsory in-service training by July 1, 2028. This bill is identical
to SB 547.

Patron - Willett

P HB1309 state Emergency Medical Services
Advisory Board; guidelines for the provision of emergency
treatment of fire, police, and search and rescue dogs.
Requires the State Emergency Medical Services Advisory
Board, in consultation with the Board of Veterinary Medicine,
to develop guidelines and guidance for the provision of emer-
gency treatment of fire, police, and search and rescue dogs
injured in the line of duty and the transportation of such dogs
by an emergency medical services vehicle to a veterinary care
facility equipped to provide emergency treatment to such dog.
Patron - Campbell

P HB1369 criminal justice training academies;
curriculum. Provides that an approved criminal justice train-
ing academy may utilize an alternative curriculum and lesson
plans that meet or exceed the compulsory minimum training
standards without seeking a waiver from the Department of
Criminal Justice Services. Under current law, the Department
is required to develop a uniform curriculum to be used at all
criminal justice training academies unless a waiver to the uni-
form curriculum is granted by the Department.

Patron - Gardner

P HB1433 Line of Duty Act; eligible dependent.
Provides that for purposes of continued health insurance pursu-
ant to the Line of Duty Act, an eligible dependent means the
natural or adopted child or children of a deceased person or
disabled person or of a deceased or disabled person's eligible
spouse, provided that any such natural child is born as the
result of a pregnancy that occurred prior to, or no later than six
months after, the time of the employee's death or disability and
that any such adopted child is (i) adopted prior to, or no later
than six months after, the time of the employee's death or dis-
ability or (ii) adopted more than six months after the
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employee's death or disability if the adoption is pursuant to a
preadoptive agreement entered into prior to, or no later than six
months after, the death or disability. Under current law, an eli-
gible dependent includes a child born or adopted prior to the
time of the employee's death or disability. The bill's provisions
only apply to an eligible dependent of a deceased person or dis-
abled person when such death or disability occurred on or after
July 1, 2017, and the bill specifies that any new health insur-
ance coverage for those qualifying as an eligible dependent is
only prospective from July 1, 2024.

Patron - Hodges

P HB1496 surveillance technology reporting by
state and local law-enforcement agencies and sheriff's
departments. Requires all state and local law-enforcement
agencies and sheriff's departments to provide to the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services (the Department) a list of
surveillance technologies, defined in the bill, procured by such
agencies and departments on an annual basis by November 1 of
each year. The bill requires the Department to provide such
information to the Virginia State Crime Commission and the
Joint Commission on Technology and Science.

Patron - Rasoul

P SB145 Special conservators of the peace;
armed security officer registration. Provides that a special
conservator of the peace may possess simultaneous registration
with the Department of Criminal Justice Services as an armed
security officer and shall maintain the rights, requirements, and
restrictions contained therein.

Patron - Head

P SB207 universal certification for certain law-
enforcement officers. Provides that any sworn law-enforce-
ment officer with at least one year of experience (i) whose
training qualifications meet or exceed current training stan-
dards established by the Board of Criminal Justice Services
and who is in compliance with the minimum qualifications, (ii)
who has not had a break in service of more than 24 months,
and (iii) who is leaving the transferring agency in good stand-
ing with no pending investigations or disciplinary actions shall
be eligible for employment at any law-enforcement agency
within the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions. Prior to
any conditional offer of employment, the bill requires the hir-
ing law-enforcement agency to request certain specified infor-
mation from all prior law-enforcement agencies and to employ
all reasonable means to obtain personnel records for law-
enforcement officers transferring from an out-of-state or fed-
eral law-enforcement agency. The bill requires that upon the
receipt of all requested information by the hiring law-enforce-
ment agency, the applicant law-enforcement officer shall com-
plete a sworn declaration that the provided information or
records are, to the best of the applicant's knowledge, a true,
correct, and complete response to such request. This bill is
identical to HB 1022.

Patron - Diggs

P SB547 Law-enforcement training; individuals
with autism spectrum disorder. Requires the Department of
Criminal Justice Services to establish compulsory minimum
and in-service training standards for law-enforcement officers
on communicating with individuals with an intellectual disabil-
ity or a developmental disability, such as autism spectrum dis-
order, which shall include (i) an overview and behavioral
recognition of autism spectrum disorder, (ii) best practices for
crisis prevention and de-escalation techniques, (iii) an objec-
tive review of any relevant tools and technology available to
assist in communication, and (iv) education on law-enforce-
ment agency and community resources for the autism commu-
nity on future crisis prevention. The bill requires that such

training standards be established in consultation with at least
one individual with autism spectrum disorder, one family
member of an individual with autism spectrum disorder, one
specialist who works with individuals with autism spectrum
disorder, one representative from the Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental Services, and one representa-
tive from a state or local law-enforcement agency. The bill
requires the Department to establish such training standards by
January 1, 2027, and requires any person employed as a law-
enforcement officer prior to July 1, 2024, to complete the com-
pulsory in-service training by July 1, 2028. This bill is identical
to HB 1246.

Patron - Bagby

P SB630 public safety officer; Commonwealth
Public Safety Medal of Valor; dispatcher. Adds a dispatcher,
including a dispatcher employed by the Department of State
Police, to the definition of a public safety officer for purposes
of possible selection by the Governor for the Commonwealth
Public Safety Medal of Valor, presented for performance
above and beyond the call of duty involving extraordinary
valor in the face of grave danger, at great personal risk. A dis-
patcher is defined in relevant law as an individual employed by
a public safety answering point, an emergency medical dis-
patch service provider, or both, who is qualified to answer
incoming emergency telephone calls or provide for the appro-
priate emergency response either directly or through communi-
cation with the appropriate public safety answering point.
Patron - McGuire

P SB649 Line of Duty Act; payment of benefits.
Increases from $25,000 to $75,000 the death benefit payout
under the Virginia Line of Duty Act for a death caused by
occupational cancer, respiratory disease, or hypertension or
heart disease for those deaths that will occur on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2025. This bill is identical to HB 321.

Patron - Salim

P SB650 Department of Fire Programs; work
group; options for local government employees who
respond to emergencies with toxic material exposure.
Directs the Department of Fire Programs to convene a work
group to identify and analyze options to help ensure that local
government employees who respond to emergencies that
expose them to toxic materials have appropriate preemptive
and ongoing health care and are able to pay any health
expenses related to such emergency and its aftereffects that are
not covered by relevant health insurance plans. The work
group is directed to report its findings to the General Assembly
by November 1, 2024. This bill is identical to HB 133.

Patron - Rouse

Failed

F HB232 Lineof Duty Act; campus police offi-
cers; private police officers. Provides employees of contribut-
ing nonprofit private institutions of higher education, defined
in the bill, and contributing private police departments, defined
in the bill, with the benefits granted to employees of participat-
ing employers under the Line of Duty Act. The bill clarifies
that the Line of Duty Act shall not apply to any private institu-
tion of higher education or private police department that is not
a contributing nonprofit private institution of higher education
or contributing private police department, respectively.

Patron - Campbell

F HB249 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; law-enforcement agencies; use of generative artificial
intelligence and machine learning systems. Provides that the
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Department of Criminal Justice Services shall have the power
and duty to establish a comprehensive framework for the use of
generative artificial intelligence (Al) and machine learning
systems, both defined in the bill, by law-enforcement agencies,
which shall include (i) developing policies and procedures for
the use of generative Al and machine learning systems in law-
enforcement activities; (ii) establishing and publishing a model
policy for the use of generative Al and machine learning sys-
tems to serve as a guideline for criminal justice agencies in the
Commonwealth; and (iii) establishing compulsory minimum
training standards for basic training and recertification of law-
enforcement officers on the use of generative Al and machine
learning systems. The bill provides that the Department shall
establish and publish such model policy by January 1, 2025,
and that all criminal justice agencies shall adopt a policy con-
sistent with such model policy by July 1, 2025. The bill
requires any person employed as a law-enforcement officer
prior to July 1, 2024, to complete the training required by the
bill by January 1, 2026.

Patron - Glass

F HB251 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; criminal justice agencies; audiovisual surveillance
technologies. Provides that the Department of Criminal Justice
Services shall have the power and duty to establish a compre-
hensive framework for the use of audiovisual surveillance
technologies as defined in the bill, including license plate
reader systems, by criminal justice agencies within the Com-
monwealth. The comprehensive framework shall include (i)
developing policies and procedures that ensure technology
usage, data security, and data retention are in compliance with
existing laws and regulations; (ii) establishing and publishing a
model policy for the use of audiovisual surveillance technolo-
gies to serve as a guideline for criminal justice agencies in the
Commonwealth; and (iii) establishing compulsory minimum
training standards for basic training and recertification of law-
enforcement officers operating or accessing audiovisual sur-
veillance technologies, which shall include training on relevant
state and federal laws, operational guidelines, privacy and civil
liberties considerations, and proper data handling and reten-
tion. The bill provides that the Department shall establish and
publish such model policy by January 1, 2025, and that all
criminal justice agencies shall adopt a policy consistent with
such model policy by July 1, 2025. The bill requires any law-
enforcement officer who is authorized to operate or access
audiovisual surveillance technologies to complete the training
required by the bill by July 1, 2025.

Patron - Glass

 HB304 Virginia Firefighting Facilities Grant
Program. Establishes the Virginia Firefighting Facilities Grant
Program for the purpose of awarding grants on a first-come,
first-served basis to localities for the purpose of building and
maintaining their firefighting facilities. The amount of such
grants shall be as provided in the appropriation act. The Pro-
gram shall be administered by the Department of Fire Pro-
grams. The Department shall develop guidelines for the
Program, which shall (i) emphasize providing grants to locali-
ties that are cost burdened in the provision of firefighting ser-
vices and (ii) require remedying facilities that do not meet
minimum standards established by law.
Patron - Ballard

I HB423 civilian deaths in custody; report.
Requires every law-enforcement agency and correctional facil-
ity to report to the Department of Criminal Justice Services
certain information regarding the death of any person who is
detained, under arrest or in the process of being arrested, en
route to be incarcerated, incarcerated, or otherwise in the cus-
tody of such law-enforcement agency or correctional facility.

The bill provides that any law-enforcement agency or correc-
tional facility that fails to comply may, at the discretion of the
Department, be declared ineligible for state grants or funds.
The bill also requires the Department to analyze the submitted
data to (i) determine the means by which such information can
be used to reduce the number of such deaths and (ii) examine
the relationship, if any, between the number of such deaths and
the actions of management of such law-enforcement agencies
and correctional facilities. Finally, the bill requires the Director
of the Department to annually report the findings and recom-
mendations resulting from the analysis and interpretation of the
data to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the Attorney
General beginning on or before July 1, 2025, and each July 1
thereafter. This bill was incorporated into HB 611.

Patron - McQuinn

 HB494 Virginia Fire and EMS Safety Loan
Fund. Creates the Virginia Fire and EMS Safety Loan Fund, to
be administered by the Virginia Resources Authority. Under
the bill, money in the Fund would be used exclusively for the
financing of purchases by local fire and EMS services of at
least $50,000 (i) for capital projects to construct or modernize
facilities that house firefighting equipment or vehicles or
ambulance or rescue vehicles; (ii) of firefighting apparatus,
ambulances, or rescue vehicles; and (iii) of protective, acces-
sory, or communication equipment for firefighting or EMS ser-
vices. The bill also establishes the Joint Fire and EMS Loan
Board, which shall be responsible for directing the distribution
of loans from the Fund, with an emphasis on localities in need
of financing assistance to meet minimum standards.

Patron - Garrett

 HB575 persons employed to perform forensic
science duties; training and certification; policies for
reporting wrongdoing or misconduct. Requires the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services to establish a comprehensive
framework, in coordination with the Department of Forensic
Science and with the approval of the Forensic Science Board,
for the employment, job entry training, and certification
requirements for any person employed by any state or local
law-enforcement agency to perform forensic laboratory ser-
vices or forensic science duties, including a forensic specialist
or forensic analyst, which training and certification shall be
administered by the Department of Forensic Science. The bill
provides that the comprehensive framework shall include (i)
developing policies and procedures for such employees to
report instances of wrongdoing or misconduct committed by
another such employee, a law-enforcement officer, or an attor-
ney for the Commonwealth; (ii) establishing and publishing a
model policy for the employment, job entry training, and certi-
fication for such employees; and (iii) establishing compulsory
minimum training standards for basic training and recertifica-
tion of such employees.

Additionally, the bill requires the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services to appoint a policy and curriculum review com-
mittee to assist the Department in carrying out its duties in
establishing the comprehensive framework and requires that
such establishment shall require approval of the majority of the
members of the policy and curriculum review committee and is
subject to final approval of the Forensic Science Board. The
bill requires the Department of Criminal Justice Services to
establish the comprehensive framework by January 1, 2025,
and all law-enforcement agencies to adopt the policies and pro-
cedures by July 1, 2025. The bill also requires any person
employed by any state or local law-enforcement agency to per-
form forensic laboratory services or forensic science duties,
including a forensic specialist or forensic analyst prior to July
1, 2024, to complete the training required by the bill by Janu-
ary 1, 2026.
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The bill also requires the Forensic Science Board to develop
policies and procedures for employees of the Department of
Forensic Science to report instances of wrongdoing or miscon-
duct committed by another employee of the Department of
Forensic Science or an employee of an entity for which the
Department of Forensic Science has the responsibility to per-
form forensic laboratory services.

Patron - Glass

F HB751 Lineof Duty Act; campus police offi-
cers; private police officers. Provides employees of contribut-
ing nonprofit private institutions of higher education, defined
in the bill, and contributing private police departments, defined
in the bill and including airport police officers employed by the
Lynchburg Regional Airport Police Department, with the bene-
fits granted to employees of participating employers under the
Line of Duty Act. The bill clarifies that the Line of Duty Act
shall not apply to any private institution of higher education or
private police department that is not a contributing nonprofit
private institution of higher education or contributing private
police department, respectively.

Patron - Walker

 HB846 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; certification and regulation of charitable bail organi-
zations. Provides for certification and regulation by the
Department of Criminal Justice Services of charitable bail
organizations, defined in the bill as any entity or nonprofit
organization that exists for the purpose of providing or posting
bond for another person and does not include a person that
pays bail for (i) three or fewer defendants in any 180-day
period or (ii) a defendant's family or household member.
Patron - Williams

 HB1043 Virginia Firefighting Personnel and
Equipment Grant Program. Establishes the Virginia Fire-
fighting Personnel and Equipment Grant Program for the pur-
pose of providing grants to localities to hire additional
firefighters and to improve their firefighting and emergency
medical services. The Department of Fire Programs shall
administer the Program, and two types of grants shall be made
from the Program. The first shall provide grants to localities to
increase the number of firefighters. Such grants shall be made
for up to three years and shall be used by localities for pro-
grams to (i) hire new, additional full-time firefighters; (ii) con-
vert part-time or volunteer firefighters to full-time firefighters;
or (iii) recruit and retain volunteer firefighters. The other type
of grant shall be provided to localities for improving firefight-
ing and emergency medical services. Authorized uses of grant
funds include acquiring firefighting and emergency medical
services vehicles and equipment and modifying facilities. For
both grants, the funds shall not be used to supplant any funds
currently provided by the Commonwealth or by the locality
and shall be used to increase the total amount of funds avail-
able for the provision of firefighting or emergency medical ser-
vices.
The Department shall report annually, beginning November 1,
2025, to the Governor and the General Assembly information
regarding a list of grants, the amount of each approved grant,
information on the performance assessment system that the bill
directs the Department to create, an evaluation of each grant
based on such system, and any other criteria deemed relevant
by the Department.
Patron - Sickles

F HB1181 Virginia Gun Violence Intervention
and Prevention Grant Program and Fund; firearm and
ammunition tax. Establishes the Virginia Gun Violence Inter-
vention and Prevention Grant Program (the Program) and redi-
rects funds from the Virginia Gun Violence Intervention and

Prevention Fund (the Fund) to support such program. The bill
requires the Program be administered by the Department of
Criminal Justice Services (the Department) to distribute grants
to localities and organizations for the purpose of improving
public health and safety by supporting effective violence
reduction initiatives in communities that are disproportionately
impacted by violence, particularly homicides, shootings, and
aggravated assaults. The bill provides that funds may also be
used to finance the hiring of counselors in public elementary
and secondary schools and research initiatives that have the
objective of reducing gun violence.

The bill provides that the Department shall issue grants on a
competitive basis. As a condition of receiving a grant, a local-
ity or organization must commit a cash or in-kind contribution
equivalent to the amount of the grant, with waivers allowed for
good cause, and report on its progress toward achieving the
grant's objectives. The bill requires the Department to provide
public access to such reports.

The bill imposes a five percent tax on the sale of any firearm or
ammunition, with all revenue from the tax accruing to the
Fund. Under the bill, firearm and ammunition sales to state or
local agencies or law-enforcement officers are exempt from
such tax.

Patron - Laufer

I HB1341 vLaw-Enforcement Officers Proce-
dural Guarantee Act; hearing panel decisions. Provides that
for the purposes of the Law-Enforcement Officers Procedural
Guarantee Act a majority decision of a hearing panel shall be
binding on the employing agency. Under current law, such
decisions are advisory recommendations only. The bill also
provides that a hearing panel's decision may be appealed to the
circuit court in the jurisdiction where the grievance arose.
Lastly, the bill provides that the third member of the hearing
panel shall not be from within the employing law-enforcement
agency.

Patron - Garrett

 HB1484 Virginia Public Safety Communica-
tions Infrastructure Fund and Program; established. Estab-
lishes the Virginia Public Safety Communications
Infrastructure Fund and Program, to be administered by the
Department of Emergency Management and financially man-
aged by the Virginia Resources Authority, for the purpose of
making loans and awarding grants to local governments to
assist with improvement projects relating to public safety radio
and communications infrastructure.
Patron - Campbell

I SB466 Line of Duty Act; campus police offi-
cers; private police officers. Provides employees of contribut-
ing nonprofit private institutions of higher education, defined
in the bill, and contributing private police departments, defined
in the bill, with the benefits granted to employees of participat-
ing employers under the Line of Duty Act. The bill clarifies
that the Line of Duty Act shall not apply to any private institu-
tion of higher education or private police department that is not
a contributing nonprofit private institution of higher education
or contributing private police department, respectively. The bill
requires each contributing nonprofit private institution of
higher education and contributing private police department to
pay its pro rata share of the initial costs to implement this bill,
as determined by the Virginia Retirement System.

Patron - Obenshain

I SBO659 Law-Enforcement Officers Procedural
Guarantee Act; hearing panel decisions. Provides that for
the purposes of the Law-Enforcement Officers Procedural
Guarantee Act a majority decision of a hearing panel shall be
binding on the employing agency. Under current law, such
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decisions are advisory recommendations only. The bill also
provides that a hearing panel's decision may be appealed to the
circuit court in the jurisdiction where the grievance arose.
Lastly, the bill provides that the third member of the hearing
panel shall not be from within the employing law-enforcement
agency.

Patron - Reeves

Carried Over

C HB602 Virginia Center for Firearm Violence
Intervention and Prevention; Virginia Firearm Violence
Intervention and Prevention Fund; creation. Creates the
Virginia Center for Firearm Violence Intervention and Preven-
tion (the Center) within the Department of Criminal Justice
Services and the Virginia Firearm Violence Intervention and
Prevention Fund, to be administered by the Center, to replace
the existing Virginia Gun Violence Intervention and Preven-
tion Fund.

Patron - Price

C HB676 Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices; school resource officers; establishment of minimum
employment qualifications prohibited. Prohibits the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services from establishing minimum
qualifications for the employment of school resource officers,
including any minimum age or experience requirement, or pro-
viding guidance or standards or adopting regulations relating to
such minimum qualifications unless expressly authorized by
law.

Patron - Runion

C HB859 Human trafficking investigators;
licensing by the Department of Criminal Justice Services.
Authorizes the Department of Criminal Justice Services to reg-
ister and issue licenses for human trafficking investigators. The
bill provides that a human trafficking investigator is a private
investigator who is GSA compliant and engages in the business
of, or accepts employment to make, investigations to obtain
information on sex trafficking or severe forms of trafficking as
defined in the federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 and in the federal Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act
of 2015.

Patron - Williams

Conservation

Passed

P HBA47 invasive plant species; retail sales; civil
penalty. Requires, for the retail sale of any invasive plant spe-
cies for outdoor use on a list established by the Department of
Conservation and Recreation, a retail establishment to post in a
conspicuous manner on the property located in proximity to
each invasive plant display signage identifying such plant as
invasive, educating consumers regarding invasive plant spe-
cies, and encouraging consumers to ask about alternatives. The
bill requires the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to designate the format, size, and content of such sig-
nage no later than October 1, 2024, and requires the Commis-
sioner to issue a stop sale order and mark or tag a plant in a
conspicuous manner when an invasive plant is for sale at a
retail establishment without appropriate signage. In such case,
the bill requires the Commissioner to give written notice of a
finding made to the owner, tenant, or person in charge of such
retail establishment and requires the stop sale order issued to

remain in effect until the required signage is posted. Any retail
establishment that violates the provisions of the bill is subject
to a civil penalty not to exceed $500. This bill is identical to SB
306. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Seibold

P HB122 Department of Environmental Quality;
review and authorization of projects; hearing and appeal.
Allows any person aggrieved by the final decision of the
Department of Environmental Quality regarding the authoriza-
tion of a project and who has participated in a proceeding for a
permit to construct or operate a small renewable energy project
under procedures adopted by the Department to seek judicial
review of such action in accordance with the Administrative
Process Act in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond
within 30 days of such decision. The bill requires the court to
hear and decide such action as soon as practicable after the date
of filing. This bill is identical to SB 580.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB309 Department of Forestry; Forestland
and Urban Tree Canopy Conservation Plan required.
Requires the Department of Forestry, in coordination with a
Technical Advisory Committee composed of stakeholders, to
develop a Forestland and Urban Tree Canopy Conservation
Plan no later than November 1, 2026, and update such plan at
least once every five years thereafter. The bill requires the
Department to post and maintain on its website the most recent
version of the Plan and to submit the Plan to the Governor and
Chairmen of the House Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Natural Resources no later than
November 30, 2026, and following any update to such plan.
This bill is identical to SB 461.

Patron - Hope

P HB428 Quitclaim and release property rights.
Authorizes the Department of Conservation and Recreation to
quitclaim and release certain real property rights related to a
portion of real estate owned by the Department related to an
offsite well and water system serving New River Trail State
Park in Wythe County.

Patron - Arnold

P HBG673 resilient Virginia Revolving Fund;
projects; low-income geographic areas; nature-based solu-
tions. Provides that the Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation shall give additional weight to projects located in low-
income geographic areas and projects that incorporate nature-
based solutions when distributing loans or grants from the
Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund to particular local govern-
ments. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Feggans

P HB778 Quitclaim and release property rights.
Authorizes the Department of Conservation and Recreation to
quitclaim and release certain real property rights related to a
portion of real estate owned by the Department related to an
offsite ingress and egress easement serving the Biscuit Run
property in Albemarle County.

Patron - Callsen

P HB892 Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; Department of Forestry; Office of Farm-
land Preservation transferred. Transfers from the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to the
Department of Forestry the Office of Farmland Preservation
and its powers and duties and reporting requirements, the Vir-
ginia Farm Link Program, the Century Farm Program, and the
Virginia Farmland and Forestland Preservation Fund. The bill
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renames the Office as the Office of Working Lands Preserva-
tion. The bill makes technical amendments to effectuate the
transfer and requires the Department of Environmental Quality
to report to the Department of Forestry by July 1 of each year
certain enumerated information about nonpoint source nutrient
credits certified in the previous year that involve land use con-
version. This bill is identical to SB 616.

Patron - Bulova

P HB1157 consultation with federally recog-
nized Tribal Nations in the Commonwealth; permits and
reviews with potential impacts on environmental, cultural,
and historic resources. Requires the Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation, the Department of Environmental Quality,
the Department of Historic Resources, and the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission to establish policies and procedures for
consulting with federally recognized Tribal Nations in the
Commonwealth when evaluating certain permits and reviews
relating to environmental, cultural, or historic resources that
potentially impact those federally recognized Tribal Nations in
the Commonwealth. The bill directs the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth to designate an Ombudsman for Tribal Consulta-
tion to facilitate communication and consultation with
federally recognized Tribal Nations in the Commonwealth and
requires the Ombudsman to develop by January 1, 2025, a list
of localities in which federally recognized Tribal Nations in the
Commonwealth shall be consulted to effectuate the provisions
of the bill. The bill codifies Executive Order 82 (2021). This
bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Krizek

P HB1186 Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation; two-year pilot program; all-terrain power wheel-
chairs in state parks. Provides that the Department of
Conservation and Recreation shall establish a two-year pilot
program beginning October 1, 2024, and ending October 30,
2026, to enhance accessibility for individuals with limited
mobility in Virginia's state parks by providing all-terrain power
wheelchairs that may be used by such persons during their vis-
its. The bill permits the Department to choose the locations for
the pilot program and enter into a contract for the purchase of
all-terrain power wheelchairs to be used in the pilot program.
The bill allows the Department to adopt guidelines to adminis-
ter the pilot program and requires the Department to make a
report available to the public regarding the outcome of the pilot
program on its website by November 1, 2026.

Patron - Tran

P HB1379 Department of Environmental Qual-
ity reports; consolidation. Consolidates varying due dates for
certain reports relating to the Department of Environmental
Quality to the Governor and the General Assembly to October
1 and requires such reports be submitted as part of one annual
report. The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025.
Patron - Lovejoy

P HB 1458 chief Resilience Officer of the Com-
monwealth; Interagency Resilience Management Team;
Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund; Resilient
Virginia Revolving Fund; Advisory Review Committee.
Amends certain provisions relating to the functions and duties
of the Chief Resilience Officer (CRO) of the Commonwealth.
The bill requires the CRO to convene an Interagency Resil-
ience Management Team to support the coordination of plan-
ning and implementation of resilience efforts, eliminates the
position of Special Assistant to the Governor for Coastal Adap-
tation and Protection, and requires the Director of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation to convene an Advisory
Review Committee to assist in the distribution of loans and
grants from the Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund.

The bill also requires the Director to convene an Advisory
Review Committee to assist in the distribution of loans and
grants from the Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund and adds
the Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources and the CRO
to the list of those with whom the Virginia Resources Author-
ity is required to consult in directing the distribution of loans or
grants from such Fund. The bill requires, for the two Funds, the
Department of Conservation and Recreation to (i) make avail-
able for public inspection at the office of the Department and
on a publicly accessible website records of each application for
grants and loans and the actions taken thereon and (ii) provide
an opportunity for a 30-day public comment period prior to
each new grant or loan offering to solicit feedback on proposed
revisions to the Funds' manuals. This bill incorporates HB 948.
Patron - Hernandez

P SB17 wmotor sports facilities; local incentives.
Allows a locality that is home to a motor sports facility, as
defined in relevant law, in the Commonwealth to propose local
incentives that address the economic conditions within such
locality and will help stimulate real property improvements
and new job creation. The bill allows a locality to establish eli-
gibility criteria for local incentives that are different from the
current criteria required by relevant law.

Patron - Stanley

P SB306 invasive plant species; retail sales; civil
penalty. Requires, for the retail sale of any invasive plant spe-
cies for outdoor use on a list established by the Department of
Conservation and Recreation, a retail establishment to post in a
conspicuous manner on the property located in proximity to
each invasive plant display signage identifying such plant as
invasive, educating consumers regarding invasive plant spe-
cies, and encouraging consumers to ask about alternatives. The
bill requires the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to designate the format, size, and content of such sig-
nage no later than October 1, 2024, and requires the Commis-
sioner to issue a stop sale order and mark or tag a plant in a
conspicuous manner when an invasive plant is for sale at a
retail establishment without appropriate signage. In such case,
the bill requires the Commissioner to give written notice of a
finding made to the owner, tenant, or person in charge of such
retail establishment and requires the stop sale order issued to
remain in effect until the required signage is posted. Any retail
establishment that violates the provisions of the bill is subject
to a civil penalty not to exceed $500. This bill is identical to
HB 47. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Salim

P SB342 Virginia Waste Management Board,;
transportation and open burning of vegetative waste.
Requires the Virginia Waste Management Board to amend reg-
ulations to allow for vegetative waste to be transported to
another location for open burning if it is impractical or unsafe
to destroy such waste on the premises of private property.
Patron - Stuart

P SB461 Department of Forestry; Forestland and
Urban Tree Canopy Conservation Plan required. Requires
the Department of Forestry, in coordination with a Technical
Advisory Committee composed of stakeholders, to develop a
Forestland and Urban Tree Canopy Conservation Plan no later
than November 1, 2026, and update such plan at least once
every five years thereafter. The bill requires the Department to
post and maintain on its website the most recent version of the
Plan and to submit the Plan to the Governor and Chairmen of
the House Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural
Resources and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conser-
vation and Natural Resources no later than November 30,
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2026, and following any update to such plan. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 309.
Patron - Marsden

P SB580 Department of Environmental Quality;
review and authorization of projects; hearing and appeal.
Allows any person aggrieved by the final decision of the
Department of Environmental Quality regarding the authoriza-
tion of a project and who has participated in a proceeding for a
permit to construct or operate a small renewable energy project
under procedures adopted by the Department to seek judicial
review of such action in accordance with the Administrative
Process Act in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond
within 30 days of such decision. The bill requires the court to
hear and decide such action as soon as practicable after the date
of filing. This bill is identical to HB 122.

Patron - Deeds

P SB616 Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; Department of Forestry; Office of Farm-
land Preservation transferred. Transfers from the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to the
Department of Forestry the Office of Farmland Preservation
and its powers and duties and reporting requirements, the Vir-
ginia Farm Link Program, the Century Farm Program, and the
Virginia Farmland and Forestland Preservation Fund. The bill
renames the Office as the Office of Working Lands Preserva-
tion. The bill makes technical amendments to effectuate the
transfer and requires the Department of Environmental Quality
to report to the Department of Forestry by July 1 of each year
certain enumerated information about nonpoint source nutrient
credits certified in the previous year that involve land use con-
version. This bill is identical to HB 892.

Patron - Pillion

P SB674 Virginia Coastal Resilience Collabora-
tive at The College of William and Mary in Virginia.
Changes references relating to coastal resilience policy from
the Coastal Policy Center at William and Mary School of Law
to the Virginia Coastal Resilience Collaborative at The College
of William and Mary in Virginia to reflect the dissolution of
the Coastal Policy Center. The bill also adds the Collaborative
to the list of entities with whom the Secretary of Natural and
Historic Resources may seek input and consultation in setting
coastal resilience policies.

Patron - McDougle

Failed

- HBB State Air Pollution Control Board; motor
vehicle emissions standards. Repeals the requirement that the
State Air Pollution Control Board implement a low-emissions
and zero-emissions vehicle program for motor vehicles with a
model year of 2025 and later. The bill prohibits the Board from
adopting or enforcing any model year standards related to con-
trol of emissions from new motor vehicles or new motor vehi-
cle engines, including low-emission vehicle and zero-emission
vehicle standards pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act and
prohibits the Commonwealth from requiring any new motor
vehicle or new motor vehicle engine to be certified as compli-
ant with model year standards related to the control of emis-
sions adopted by California for which a waiver has been
granted pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act.

Patron - Wilt

I HB7 state air Pollution Control Board; regula-
tions; low-emissions and zero-emissions vehicle standards.
Repeals the State Air Pollution Control Board's authority to
implement low-emissions and zero-emissions vehicle stan-

dards that apply for vehicles with a model year of 2025 and
later.

Patron - Fowler

- HBG67 bpisabled Veteran's Passport; service-con-
nected disability. Entitles any veteran of the U.S. Armed
Forces with a service-connected disability to a Disabled Vet-
eran's Passport for free entry into state parks and discounted
services. Current law limits such passport to veterans of the
U.S. Armed Forces with a service-connected disability rating
of 100 percent.

Patron - Campbell

F HB216 Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation; variances to general permit requirements for cer-
tain impounding structures; hazard potential
classifications study; report. Requires the Soil and Water
Conservation Board to develop a process by which an owner
may submit a request only to the Department of Conservation
and Recreation for a temporary or permanent variance to the
general permit requirements for certain impounding structures
for its review and consideration. The bill directs the Depart-
ment to study issues relating to hazard potential classifications
for impounding structures in the Commonwealth and report its
findings to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources and the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources by
December 1, 2024. The bill also directs the Department to
advise the Governor and the Secretary of Natural and Historic
Resources of any variances to the general permit requirements
granted by the Department.

Patron - Orrock

F HB259 pam Safety, Flood Prevention, and Pro-
tection Assistance Fund; percentage of funds available;
owner match requirements. Reduces from 50 percent to 30
percent the project match required of applicants to receive
funds from the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention, and Protection
Assistance Fund for grants (i) to a local government that owns
a dam, (ii) to a local government for a dam located within the
locality, or (iii) to a private entity that owns a dam for the
design, repair, and safety modifications of such a dam if it is
identified in a safety report. The bill provides that grants made
from the Fund to a local government or private entity for the
determination of the hazard classification for impounding
structures, dam break analysis, the mapping and digitization of
dam break inundation zones, incremental damage analysis, and
other engineering requirements shall require no more than a 10
percent match by the applicant except that such applicant shall
be required to provide a minimum of $5,000 of the cost of the
project, if funded, and such match provided by such applicant
may be used to pay the application fees for the necessary
impounding structure operation and maintenance certificate.
The bill removes the 50 percent limit on matching grants that
owners of impounding structures may be eligible for from the
Fund and other sources of funding available to the Director of
the Department of Conservation and Recreation to assist in the
development of dam break inundation zone maps and for con-
ducting incremental damage assessments in accordance with
the Virginia Impounding Structure Regulations. The bill also
removes the limitation that the total amount of expenditures for
grants in any fiscal year are not to exceed 50 percent of the
total noninterest or income deposits made to the Fund during
the previous fiscal year together with the total amount col-
lected in interest or income from the investment of moneys in
the Fund from the previous year as determined at the beginning
of the fiscal year.

Patron - Orrock
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 HB316 Virginia Recycling Development Center
established; report. Establishes the Virginia Recycling Devel-
opment Center for the purposes of furthering the development
of markets and processing for recycled commodities and prod-
ucts, to be run by a Director appointed and supervised by the
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources. The bill creates
the Virginia Recycling Development Center Advisory Com-
mittee, establishes reporting requirements, and creates the
Recycling Market Development Fund to be used to fund the
Center. The bill requires the Advisory Committee to make rec-
ommendations on the sources of potential funding for and
detailed qualifying uses of the Fund and report its recommen-
dations to the Secretary no later than October 1, 2024. The bill
has an expiration date of July 1, 2038.
Patron - Bulova

F HB496 waste tire disposal by tire producers
and haulers; fee; requirements. Requires a hauler, as defined
in the bill, to (i) register with the Department of Environmental
Quality and (ii) transfer all waste tires to a transfer station,
material recovery facility, landfill with a solid waste permit as
required by law, or waste tire end user. The bill expands the
purpose of the Waste Tire Trust Fund to include paying the
costs of implementing the waste tire disposal requirements of
haulers and funding research, studies, and demonstration proj-
ects that stimulate the growth of existing and emerging markets
for waste tires. The bill also increases the tire recycling fee
from $0.50 to $2 beginning July 1, 2024, and directs the Waste
Management Board to adopt regulations to implement the pro-
visions of the bill.

Patron - Garrett

 HB538 Virginia Student Environmental Liter-
acy Plan Grant Fund and Program established. Requires
the Office of Environmental Education within the Department
of Conservation and Recreation, in conjunction with the
Department of Education and any other stakeholder that it
deems appropriate, to implement the Virginia Student Environ-
mental Literacy Plan Grant Program and Fund for school dis-
tricts to develop local student environmental literacy plans and,
with consultation from the Department of Education, to main-
tain a state environmental literacy plan. The bill establishes the
Program and Fund, to be administered by the Office, for the
purpose of awarding grants on a competitive basis to any local
school board that seeks assistance to initiate, expand, or
improve teacher professional development opportunities or
student environmental education programs that align with the
content and objectives of the bill.
Patron - Cole

 HB660 Corporate income tax; distribution of
revenues; state parks. Requires five percent beginning July 1,
2024, of all corporate income tax revenues to be distributed to
the State Park Conservation Resources Fund to provide (i) free
entry to Virginia state parks and (ii) the conservation, develop-
ment, maintenance, and operations of state parks acquired or
held by the Department of Conservation and Recreation as pro-
vided in the appropriation act. The bill provides that such dis-
tribution shall not reduce the total amount of annual
appropriations for the Department and the Fund below the total
amounts appropriated for the most recent fiscal year ending
before July 1, 2024, except as provided by a subsequent appro-
priation act.
Patron - Kilgore

I HBB693 state Air Pollution Control Board;
motor vehicle emissions standards. Repeals the requirement
that the State Air Pollution Control Board implement a low-
emissions and zero-emissions vehicle program for motor vehi-

cles with a model year of 2025 and later. The bill prohibits the
Board from adopting or enforcing any model year standards
related to control of emissions from new motor vehicles or new
motor vehicle engines, including low-emission vehicle and
zero-emission vehicle standards pursuant to the federal Clean
Air Act and prohibits the Commonwealth from requiring any
new motor vehicle or new motor vehicle engine to be certified
as compliant with model year standards related to the control
of emissions adopted by California for which a waiver has
been granted pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act. The bill has
a delayed effective date that is contingent upon the Virginia
Automobile Dealers Association certifying to the Virginia
Code Commission that total annual sales of zero-emission
vehicles have not met the annual standards adopted by regula-
tion by the California Air Resources Board.

Patron - Ware

F HB741 Department of Environmental Quality;
nuclear energy electric generation facilities; permitting.
Redefines "small renewable energy projects” as "small clean
energy projects” and adds an electrical generation facility with
a rated capacity not exceeding 300 megawatts that generates
electricity only from nuclear energy located in Planning Dis-
trict 1 (LENOWISCO), 2 (Cumberland Plateau), 3 (Mount
Rogers), or 4 (New River Valley Region) to the definition for
purposes of the regulation of such projects by the Department
of Environmental Quality. The bill requires the Department to
limit the permitting of such facilities pursuant to the definition
and directs the Department to develop the applicable permit by
rule regulations for such nuclear energy projects to be effective
as soon as practicable.

Patron - O'Quinn

 HB795 Conveyance of easement. Authorizes the
Department of Conservation and Recreation to grant and con-
vey a temporary construction and ingress and egress easement
over Neabsco Road at Leesylvania State Park to the Newport
Estates Homeowners Association, Inc. The easement will
allow ingress and egress for the repairs and restoration to a
slope failure due to poor soils on the neighborhood open space
property by the Newport Estates Homeowners Association.

Patron - Henson

 HB948 Virginia Community Flood Prepared-
ness Fund; Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund; Advisory
Review Committees. Requires the Director of the Department
of Conservation and Recreation to convene an Advisory
Review Committee to assist in the distribution of loans and
grants from the Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund
(the Preparedness Fund) and adds the Advisory Review Com-
mittee to the list of those with whom the Department is
required to consult in establishing guidelines regarding the dis-
tribution and prioritization of loans and grants from the Pre-
paredness Fund. The bill also requires the Director to convene
an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the distribution of
loans and grants from the Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund
(the Revolving Fund) and adds the Secretary of Natural and
Historic Resources and the Advisory Review Committee to the
list of those with whom the Virginia Resources Authority is
required to consult in directing the distribution of grants or
loans from the Revolving Fund to particular local governments
and establishing the interest rates and repayment terms of such
loans. The bill requires the Department to make available for
public inspection at the office of the Department and on a pub-
licly accessible website records of each application for grants
and loans from the two Funds and the actions taken thereon,
post such applications within 15 calendar days of the loan or
grant round application deadline, and provide an opportunity
for a 30-day public comment period prior to each new loan
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offering to solicit feedback on proposed revisions to the funds'
manuals. This bill was incorporated into HB 1458.
Patron - Lopez

F HB1012 state parks; First Responder and
Veteran Passport; discounted entry and parking. Estab-
lishes a First Responder and Veteran Passport that entitles a
first responder or a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United
States or other military service to receive a 50 percent discount
on parking and admission fees at state parks in the Common-
wealth.

Patron - Lovejoy

 HB1056 Secretary of Natural and Historic

Resources; coastal resilience policy; research university
collaborative. Requires the Secretary of Natural and Historic
Resources and all relevant agencies, when setting coastal resil-
ience policies, issuing permits, and evaluating grant proposals
to seek input and consultation from the Commonwealth's
research university collaborative. Current law permits the Sec-
retary to seek input and consultation from such collaborative
when setting coastal resilience policies. The bill removes the
Virginia Coastal Policy Center from such collaborative and
provides that such collaborative may include any other institu-
tion in the Commonwealth conducting coastal resilience
research. The bill also requires the Secretary to utilize such
collaborative's expertise, research, and data analysis for the
implementation of water management techniques and coastal
resilience strategies. Under current law, such requirements by
the Secretary are permissive.

Patron - Hodges

 HB1227 Recycling Infrastructure Improve-
ment Fund; established; report. Establishes the Virginia
Recycling Infrastructure Improvement Fund for the purpose of
supporting local government recycling programs. The bill
requires the Department of Environmental Quality to adminis-
ter the Fund as a grant program to encourage the establishment
of physical infrastructure and equipment necessary to start or
improve local government recycling operations. The bill pro-
hibits local governments from discontinuing their recycling
programs until after July 1, 2028.
Patron - Willett

 HB1367 state parks; First Responder and
Veteran Passport; discounted entry and parking. Estab-
lishes a First Responder and Veteran Passport that entitles a
first responder or a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United
States or other military service to receive a 50 percent discount
on parking and admission fees at state parks in the Common-
wealth.
Patron - Jones

 HB1449 Virginia Coastal Resilience Collabo-
rative at The College of William and Mary in Virginia.
Changes references relating to coastal resilience policy from
the Coastal Policy Center at William and Mary School of Law
to the Virginia Coastal Resilience Collaborative at The College
of William and Mary in Virginia to reflect the dissolution of
the Coastal Policy Center. The bill also adds the Collaborative
to the list of entities with whom the Secretary of Natural and
Historic Resources may seek input and consultation in setting
coastal resilience policies.
Patron - Batten

 HB1464 Validity of conservation easements;
open-space land; public body. Requires the public body to
hold a conservation easement or the public body acquiring real
property for open-space land to determine that the limitations
or obligations from acquiring such easement or real property

for open-space land conform in all respects to the comprehen-
sive plan for the area in which the easement or real property is
located.

Patron - Wiley

 HB1474 Virginia Code Commission; work

group to recommend exemptions from the Dam Safety Act;
low hazard potential impounding structures. Directs the
Virginia Code Commission to convene a work group to recom-
mend exemptions from the requirements of the Dam Safety
Act for low hazard potential impounding structures where fail-
ure is not expected to cause loss of human life or material eco-
nomic damage. The bill requires the Commission to submit a
report to the Chairmen of the House Committee on General
Laws and the Senate Committee on General Laws and Tech-
nology summarizing the work and any recommendations of the
work group by November 1, 2024.

Patron - Batten

 HB1523 state parks; procurement exemption;
Natural Area Preservation Funds created. Exempts the
Department of Conservation and Recreation from competitive
sealed bidding or competitive negotiation for the purchase of
items for resale at retail outlets and food services operations at
state parks. The bill also establishes the Natural Areas Preser-
vation Projects Fund and the Natural Areas Preservation
Acquisition and Development Fund.
Patron - Higgins

- SB3 state Air Pollution Control Board; regula-
tions; low-emissions and zero-emissions vehicle standards.
Repeals the State Air Pollution Control Board's authority to
implement low-emissions and zero-emissions vehicle stan-
dards that apply for vehicles with a model year of 2025 and
later.

Patron - Stuart

= SB53 state Air Pollution Control Board; motor
vehicle emissions standards. Repeals the requirement that the
State Air Pollution Control Board implement a low-emissions
and zero-emissions vehicle program for motor vehicles with a
model year of 2025 and later. The bill prohibits the Board from
adopting or enforcing any model year standards related to con-
trol of emissions from new motor vehicles or new motor vehi-
cle engines, including low-emission vehicle and zero-emission
vehicle standards pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act and
prohibits the Commonwealth from requiring any new motor
vehicle or new motor vehicle engine to be certified as compli-
ant with model year standards related to the control of emis-
sions adopted by California for which a waiver has been
granted pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act.
Patron - McDougle

- SB160 state Air Pollution Control Board; reg-
ulations; low-emissions and zero-emissions vehicle stan-
dards. Repeals the State Air Pollution Control Board's
authority to implement low-emissions and zero-emissions
vehicle standards that apply for vehicles with a model year of
2025 and later.

Patron - McGuire

- SB 299 Board of Conservation and Recreation;
Cave Board; repeal. Repeals provisions relating to the estab-
lishment of the Cave Board and transfers the duties of the Cave
Board to the Board of Conservation and Recreation. The bill
also changes from 12 members to 13 members the membership
of the Board of Conservation and Recreation and requires at
least one appointment made by the Governor to the Board of
Conservation and Recreation to be based on a person's knowl-
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edge of and activity in the conservation, exploration, study, and
management of caves.
Patron - French

F SB414 Tire stewardship program established;
report. Requires producers of tires sold in the Commonwealth
to join a tire stewardship organization on or before January 1,
2026, which must submit a plan to the Department of Environ-
mental Quality for the establishment of an approved tire stew-
ardship program. Such tire stewardship program shall establish
a statewide collection system for discarded tires to facilitate
higher rates of recycling and resale for such tires. The bill
establishes reporting requirements for tire stewardship organi-
zations and provides that the Office of the Attorney General
may, at the request of the Department, enforce the provisions
of the bill.

Patron - Head

— SB486 certain natural gas pipeline expansion
unlawful; Planning District 19. Prohibits the increase or
expansion of any natural gas pipeline capacity in Planning Dis-
trict 19 (Crater Region), whether in new or existing pipelines,
that uses existing compressors powered by natural gas-fired
combustion turbines, diesel motors, or other technology using
fossil fuels. Such prohibition shall apply to all proposed or
existing compressors in Planning District 19 associated with
natural gas pipelines, including those serving interstate and
intrastate pipelines, regardless of size for the purpose of air
pollution reduction. The bill requires the State Air Pollution
Control Board to ensure that the provisions of the bill are
incorporated into the Commonwealth's state implementation
plan enacted pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act.

Patron - Aird

 SB561 Department of Environmental Quality;
nuclear energy electrical generation facilities; permitting.
Adds an electrical generation facility with a rated capacity not
exceeding 300 megawatts that generates electricity only from
nuclear energy located in Planning District 1 (LENOWISCO),
2 (Cumberland Plateau), 3 (Mount Rogers), or 4 (New River
Valley Region) to the definition of small renewable energy
project for purposes of the regulation of such projects by the
Department of Environmental Quality. The bill requires the
Department to limit the permitting of such facilities pursuant to
the definition and directs the Department to develop the appli-
cable permit by rule regulations for such nuclear energy proj-
ects to be effective as soon as practicable.
Patron - Hackworth

Carried Over

C HBA406 Department of Environmental Quality;
enforcement of regulations; Clean Water Act; cooling
water intakes at power plants. Requires the Department of
Environmental Quality to promptly enforce federal regulations
implementing a provision of the federal Clean Water Act for
cooling water intakes at power plants to reduce negative
impacts on fish populations in the waters of the Common-
wealth.

Patron - Clark

C HB745 wmattress stewardship program estab-
lished; civil penalty. Prohibits the disposal of a mattress, as
defined in the bill, in a landfill or an incinerator beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2028, and requires producers of mattresses sold at retail
in the Commonwealth or a representative organization acting
on a producer's behalf to submit a plan for the establishment of
a mattress stewardship program. Such mattress stewardship
program plan shall establish an assessment for all mattresses

sold in the Commonwealth and a network of convenient and
free collection sites for postconsumer mattresses, defined in the
bill, that will facilitate higher rates of recycling and materials
recovery for postconsumer mattresses. The bill establishes
annual reporting requirements for mattress producers or repre-
sentative organizations and establishes a Mattress Stewardship
Program Advisory Board to advise on the proper implementa-
tion and sustainability of the mattress stewardship program.
The bill also establishes the powers and duties of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality as they relate to the bill and
civil penalties for improper mattress disposal and violations of
the mattress stewardship program.

Patron - Laufer

C HB1403 pam Safety, Flood Prevention, and

Protection Assistance Fund; percentage of funds available;
owner match requirements.
Patron - Laufer

C SB446 State Air Pollution Control Board,
State Water Control Board, and Virginia Waste Manage-
ment Board consolidated; Board of Environmental
Resources established. Consolidates the State Air Pollution
Control Board, State Water Control Board, and Virginia Waste
Management Board and transfers the duties of such boards into
a new Board of Environmental Resources. The bill establishes
membership, term, meeting, and recording requirements for the
Board and also establishes the position, powers, and duties of
the Executive Director of the Board.

Patron - Stuart

C SB465 Virginia Land Conservation Founda-
tion. Allows land trusts that have been accredited by the Land
Trust Accreditation Commission or a similar set of standards
and practices adopted by the Virginia Land Conservation
Board of Trustees (the Board) to hold an interest in land other
than a fee simple interest as a result of a grant or transfer from
the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation (the Foundation)
without a co-holder. Current law requires that certain interests
in land as a result of a grant or transfer from the Foundation be
held jointly by a holder and a public body. The bill also allows,
whenever a holder acquires fee simple interest in land as a
result of a grant or transfer from the Foundation, the Board to
accept a reversionary interest in such land as an alternative to a
public body holding an open space easement in such land.
Patron - Marsden

C SB698 pam Safety, Flood Prevention, and Pro-
tection Assistance Fund; percentage of funds available;
owner match requirements. Reduces from 50 percent to 30
percent the project match required of applicants to receive
funds from the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention, and Protection
Assistance Fund for grants (i) to a local government that owns
a dam, (ii) to a local government for a dam located within the
locality, or (iii) to a private entity that owns a dam for the
design, repair, and safety modifications of such a dam if it is
identified in a safety report. The bill provides that grants made
from the Fund to a local government or private entity for the
determination of the hazard classification for impounding
structures, dam break analysis, the mapping and digitization of
dam break inundation zones, incremental damage analysis, and
other engineering requirements shall require no more than a 10
percent match by the applicant except that such applicant shall
be required to provide a minimum of $5,000 of the cost of the
project, if funded, and such match provided by such applicant
may be used to pay the application fees for the necessary
impounding structure operation and maintenance certificate.
The bill removes the 50 percent limit on matching grants that
owners of impounding structures may be eligible for from the
Fund and other sources of funding available to the Director of


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB414
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB486
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB561
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB406
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB745
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1403
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB446
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB465
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB698

2024 Session Summary

Corporations

the Department of Conservation and Recreation to assist in the
development of dam break inundation zone maps and for con-
ducting incremental damage assessments in accordance with
the Virginia Impounding Structure Regulations. The bill also
removes the limitation that the total amount of expenditures for
grants in any fiscal year are not to exceed 50 percent of the
total noninterest or income deposits made to the Fund during
the previous fiscal year together with the total amount col-
lected in interest or income from the investment of moneys in
the Fund from the previous year as determined at the beginning
of the fiscal year.

Patron - French

Corporations

Passed

P HB124 state Corporation Commission; annual
report filing requirements. Permits a person authorized by a
domestic or foreign stock or nonstock corporation to sign the
annual report of such corporation for purposes of the Virginia
Stock Corporation Act and the Virginia Nonstock Corporation
Act.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB723 Property Owners® Association Act;
meetings of the board of directors; inconsistent provisions.
Provides that the provisions of the Property Owners' Associa-
tion Act govern the conduct of meetings of the board of direc-
tors without regard to whether the property owners' association
is incorporated or unincorporated. The bill clarifies that such
provisions shall not be interpreted to supersede corporate
authorities otherwise established by law or governing docu-
ments.

Patron - Webert

Failed

I HB1506 Retail franchise agreements; govern-
ing law; competition restrictions. Provides that retail fran-
chise agreements shall be governed by the laws of the
Commonwealth and prohibits any person from offering or
entering into a franchise agreement that includes competition
restrictions that extend beyond termination or expiration of the
franchise agreement unless such restriction is approved by a
court of competent jurisdiction.

Patron - Wyatt

I SB148 securities Act; digital tokens; exemp-
tion. Provides that an issuer or seller of a digital token, as
defined in the bill, shall be exempt from the registration
requirements of the Securities Act if (i) the digital token cannot
be considered an investment contract, as defined in the bill; (ii)
the primary purpose of the token is consumptive, as defined in
the bill; (iii) the issuer or seller of the digital token did not mar-
ket the digital token to the initial buyer as a financial invest-
ment; and (iv) at least one of four additional criteria are
satisfied. The bill requires an issuer or seller of a digital token
to file a notice of intent with the State Corporation Commis-
sion prior to qualifying for such exemption. The bill also
requires the Commission to make a notice of intent form avail-
able on its website for this purpose and permits the Commis-
sion to promulgate rules as necessary to implement the
provisions of the bill.

Patron - Head

Counties, Cities and Towns

Passed

P HB59 Virginia Regional Industrial Facilities
Act; Planning Districts 13 and 14. Adds Planning Districts
13 (Southside) and 14 (Commonwealth Regional Commission)
to the list of areas where localities may create a regional indus-
trial facility authority that contains a town and only one city or
county rather than at least two cities or counties.

Patron - Wright

P HB128 Local regulation of door-to-door ven-
dors; political parties exempted. Provides that local ordi-
nances regulating the activities of door-to-door vendors shall
not apply to any person participating in certain specified politi-
cal activities.

Patron - Watts

P HB136 Waiving of utility connection fees in
certain areas; City of Staunton. Allows the City of Staunton
to reduce or waive utility connection fees in certain designated
areas.

Patron - Campbell

P HB151 Department of Energy; building stan-
dards for certain local buildings. Requires the Department of
Energy, upon request, to provide technical assistance to locali-
ties, subject to available budgetary resources, as localities
implement mandates related to onsite renewable energy gener-
ation, energy storage, and resilience standards for construction
or renovation of certain public buildings. The bill also makes
several technical and clarifying changes to the existing statute,
in part by defining or redefining existing terms found in the
statute. This bill is identical to SB 245.

Patron - Helmer

P HB208 Comprehensive plan; healthy commu-
nities strategy. Authorizes a locality, beginning July 1, 2024,
to adopt a healthy communities strategy as part of its next and
any subsequent reviews of the comprehensive plan. The bill
provides that the locality's strategy may include identifying (i)
major sources of pollution or hazardous waste sites within the
locality, (ii) policies to mitigate the unique or compounded
health risks to residents that may be caused by such pollution
sources or hazardous waste sites, (iii) objectives and policies to
promote civic engagement in public decision-making pro-
cesses by residents, (iv) objectives and policies that prioritize
improvements and programs that promote healthy communi-
ties, and (v) objectives and policies that encourage linking pub-
lic transit with community and health services and siting or co-
locating health services in unconventional settings to ensure
convenient access for all community members. This bill is
identical to SB 595. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Simonds

P HB405 commission on Electric Utility Regula-
tion; evaluation of infrastructure necessary for electric
vehicle charging facilities. Directs the State Corporation
Commission and the Department of Housing and Community
Development to provide technical assistance to the Commis-
sion on Electric Utility Regulation (the Commission) if the
Commission evaluates the design and deployment of the elec-
trical distribution infrastructure necessary to support the instal-
lation of electric vehicle charging facilities in new
developments consisting of single-family and multifamily resi-
dential units. The bill requires the Commission to engage rep-


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB124
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB723
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1506
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB148
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB59
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB128
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB136
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB151
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB208
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB405

Counties, Cities and Towns

2024 Session Summary

resentatives from the residential and commercial development
industries, private sector utility consultants, and other stake-
holders if it conducts such an evaluation. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - McClure

P HB456 City council salaries. Increases the statu-
tory salary caps for members of city councils and requires a
public hearing prior to adopting an ordinance to set city council
salaries. The bill also provides that the maximum salaries may
be adjusted in any year by an inflation factor not to exceed five
percent.

Patron - Callsen

P HB459 conservation of trees during land
development process in certain localities. Expands authority
of certain localities to adopt an ordinance providing for the
planting and replacement of trees during the development pro-
cess by allowing a tree canopy fund that currently applies to
the planting of trees on public property to include maintenance
of trees on public property and planting and maintenance of
trees on private property. The bill removes a provision that
requires that any funds collected for the purposes of the tree
canopy fund be returned to the original contributor if not spent
within five years but maintains the requirement that such funds
be spent within five years. The bill also includes an expansion
of the canopy credit. This bill is identical to SB 121.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB460 cumberlands Airport Commission.
Establishes a new charter for the Cumberlands Airport Com-
mission and repeals the current charter, which was created in
1958. The proposed charter sets out the organization of the
Commission and contains powers and duties typically granted
for authorities. The bill also removes the Town of Lebanon and
the Counties of Lee and Russell from the Commission. This
bill is identical to SB 728.

Patron - Kilgore

P HB467 Establishment by localities of certain
real estate contract disclosures prohibited. Prohibits locali-
ties from establishing or enforcing a mandatory disclosure
requirement for a real estate licensee, any party to a contract
for the sale or listing of residential real property, or any autho-
rized agent of such party. The bill provides that prohibited
mandatory disclosures include mandatory notifications in con-
tracts, contract amendments or addenda, advertising, other pro-
motional materials, and subsequent deeds after the initial deed
is recorded, related to the sale of residential real estate. This
bill is identical to SB 354.

Patron - Simon

P HB478 Community revitalization fund;
expanding use for all localities. Expands the current provi-
sions of law allowing for the establishment of a community
revitalization fund for the purpose of preventing neighborhood
deterioration to apply to all localities. Currently, only the City
of Richmond is authorized to establish such a fund. This bill is
identical to SB 49 and is a recommendation of the Virginia
Housing Commission.

Patron - Coyner

P HB529 conservation and replacement of trees
during development process. Expands certain existing local
government authority to conserve or replace trees during the
development process by expanding such authority statewide.
The bill allows localities to establish higher tree canopy
replacement percentages based on density per acre. The bill
also alters the current process for granting exceptions to a local
ordinance by altering a provision that requires the granting of

an exception when strict application of the ordinance would
result in unnecessary or unreasonable hardship to the developer
and replacing it with a requirement that the locality concur
with such determination. The bill permits localities to monitor
and assess the condition and coverage of tree canopies at
development sites during the time period up to 20 years' matu-
rity of the planted trees. The bill makes numerous technical
amendments. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hope

P HB581 Human trafficking response teams.
Requires attorneys for the Commonwealth to establish multi-
disciplinary human trafficking response teams. The bill pro-
vides that each team shall hold a meeting, at least annually, to
(i) discuss implementation of protocols and policies; (ii) estab-
lish and review guidelines for the community's response to var-
ious forms of human trafficking, including sex trafficking and
labor trafficking; and (iii) review protocols for the trauma-
informed, victim-centered collection, preservation, and secure
storage of evidence from physical evidence recovery kit exam-
inations. The bill also provides that the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act shall not apply to human trafficking response
teams, with certain exceptions.

Patron - Simonds

P HB619 Military centered community zones;
local designation. Allows localities to establish, by ordinance,
one or more military centered community zones, defined in the
bill as a community that has a significant presence of military
personnel living or working in the designated area and where
such presence drives, or has the potential to drive, significant
economic activity. The bill provides that a locality, or another
political subdivision acting on behalf of the locality, may offer
unique benefits to businesses looking to locate within a zone
for the purpose of serving the needs of the military personnel,
including reduction of certain fees and taxes. In addition, the
bill provides that local governing bodies are authorized to enter
into agreements for the payment of economic development
incentive grants to such businesses. The bill also allows a gov-
erning body to provide for certain regulatory flexibility and
incentives and provides that the establishment of a military
centered community zone shall not preclude the area from also
being designated as an enterprise zone or from receiving sup-
port under the Virginia Military Community Infrastructure
Grant Program. This bill is identical to SB 343.

Patron - Price

P HB634 Residential dwelling units; rentals for
30 consecutive days or longer. Prohibits a locality from enact-
ing or enforcing an ordinance that bans the rental of residential
dwelling units for 30 consecutive days or longer. The bill
allows a locality by ordinance to regulate such rental if such
regulations (i) are reasonable and (ii) do not exceed the
requirements for an owner-occupied residential property or a
residential property rented for a lease term of 12 months or
more in the same zoning district. This bill is identical to SB
308.

Patron - Simon

P HB650 Zoning; residential and electrical gener-
ation projects; period of validity. Provides that the conditions
of a special exception or special use permit may include a
period of validity; however, in the case of a special exception
or special use permit for residential and electrical generation
projects, the period of validity shall be no fewer than three
years. The bill provides that for so long as a special exception,
special use permit, or conditional use permit remains valid, no
change or amendment to any local ordinance, map, resolution,
rule, regulation, policy, or plan adopted subsequent to the date
of approval of the special exception, special use permit, or con-


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB456
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB459
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB460
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB467
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB478
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB529
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB581
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB619
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB634
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB650

2024 Session Summary

Counties, Cities and Towns

ditional use permit shall adversely affect the right of the devel-
oper or his successor in interest to commence and complete an
approved development in accordance with the lawful terms of
the special exception, special use permit, or conditional use
permit unless the change or amendment is required to comply
with state law or there has been a mistake, fraud, or a change in
circumstances substantially affecting the public health, safety,
or welfare.

Patron - Coyner

P HB755 civil penalties for certain local prop-
erty violations; industrial and commercial areas. Allows
localities by ordinance to charge enhanced civil penalties for
certain local property violations on property that is zoned or
utilized for industrial or commercial purposes.

Patron - Walker

P HB776 Mminimum gualifications for law-
enforcement officers; citizenship; waiver. Allows individuals
who are lawfully admitted for permanent residence who have
resided in the United States for no less than 60 months and who
are both eligible for and have applied for United States citizen-
ship to qualify for the positions of chief of police and all police
officers of any locality, all deputy sheriffs and jail officers in
the Commonwealth, and all law-enforcement officers. The bill
allows any agency or department employing law-enforcement
officers to hire, recruit, or refer an individual who is a citizen
of the United States over another individual who meets such
qualifications if such individuals are equally qualified.

Current law only allows citizens of the United States to qualify
for the named positions; the citizenship requirement can only
be waived for good cause upon request of a sheriff or chief of
police or the director or chief executive of any agency or
department employing law-enforcement officers to the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Herring

P H8914 Local historic districts; tax incentives.
Allows a locality that establishes a local historic district to pro-
vide tax incentives for the conservation and renovation of his-
toric structures in such district. The bill provides that such
incentives may include tax rebates to the extent allowed by the
Constitution of Virginia.

Patron - Shin

P HB947 Local government powers; regulation of
tobacco, nicotine, and hemp product retail sale locations.
Allows a locality to regulate the retail sale locations of tobacco
products, nicotine vapor products, alternative nicotine prod-
ucts, or hemp products intended for smoking for any such retail
sale location and may prohibit a retail sale location on property
within 1,000 linear feet of a child day center or a public, pri-
vate, or parochial school.

Patron - Lopez

P HB950 uniform statewide Building Code; tem-
porary prohibition on modifications. Provides that neither
the Governor nor the Board of Housing and Community
Development shall modify any regulation in the Uniform
Statewide Building Code prior to the conclusion of the Com-
monwealth's next triennial code development process. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Lopez

P HB953 Local Environmental Impact Fund.
Allows localities to create a permanent and perpetual fund to
be known as the Local Environmental Impact Fund. The bill
provides that the Fund shall consist exclusively of appropriated
local moneys and any gifts, donations, grants, bequests, and

other funds received on its behalf and that the Fund is to be cre-
ated for the purpose of granting funds to residents or locally
owned businesses for the mitigation of environmental impacts.
Such grants from the Fund shall be used only for the purchase
of energy efficient (i) lawn care and landscaping equipment,
(ii) home appliances, (iii) HVAC equipment, or (iv) micromo-
bility devices. The Fund shall be administered and managed by
the locality. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Lopez

P HB1019 Health insurance for local employees.
Permits any locality to allow participation in its group health
insurance program by any non-benefitted employee, including
members of governing bodies, if such non-benefitted employee
or governing body member is not otherwise entitled to partici-
pate, provided that such non-benefitted employees reimburse
the locality for the full cost of their participation. The bill pro-
vides that reimbursement may include forgoing all or a part of
a local government salary.

Patron - Wilt

P HB1028 affordable housing; assisted living
facilities. Allows localities that have adopted an affordable
housing program to require that in an application for a special
exception or special use permit affordable rental units be
included for any proposed development of an assisted living
facility. Such ordinance shall apply to newly licensed assisted
living facilities and permit applications approved on or after
January 1, 2025. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Reaser

P HB1100 conservation of trees during land

development process. Expands current provisions that provide
that certain localities in Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia)
may, by ordinance, require conservation of trees during the
land development process by making such provisions available
to localities statewide. This bill incorporates HB 170 and HB
534. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Carr

P HB1167 Local prohibition on the sale of

English ivy; civil penalty. Authorizes any locality to adopt an
ordinance prohibiting the sale of English ivy, with violations
punishable by a civil penalty not to exceed $50 for a first viola-
tion and not to exceed $200 for a subsequent violation within
12 months. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Krizek

P HB1211 Tax assessment districts; petition by
parcel owners. Changes the threshold for petitioning a city or
town for establishment of a tax assessment district from not
less than three-fourths of the landowners affected to the owners
of not less than three-fourths of the parcels affected.

Patron - Hayes

P HB1386 Firearms; workplace rules of locali-

ties. Provides that any locality that adopts an ordinance prohib-
iting the public carrying of firearms shall not have workplace
rules that are less restrictive than such ordinance. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

P HB1392 Local government employee insur-

ance programs. Authorizes any locality to include in its group
life, accident, and health insurance programs any person to
whom coverage could be extended under the provision of cur-
rent law that sets out who may be covered under a private
group accident and sickness insurance policy.

Patron - Jones
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P HB1395 Historic preservation. Provides that

the filing of a building permit or demolition application shall
stay a locality from issuing any permit to raze or demolish a
historic landmark, building, or structure until 30 days after the
rendering of the final decision of the governing body of the
locality pursuant to a historic preservation ordinance.

Patron - Hope

P HB1410 russel County Industrial Develop-

ment Authority; appointments. Clarifies that the board of
supervisors of Russell County may appoint nine members to its
industrial development authority, which shall consist of two
members from the governing body of a town that has used its
borrowing capacity to borrow $2 million or more for industrial
development and such other members as the board of supervi-
sors shall agree upon. Under current law, two of the members
must come from a town that has used its borrowing capacity to
borrow $2 million or more for industrial development. This bill
is identical to SB 727.

Patron - O'Quinn

P HB1415 civi penalty for demolition of his-

toric structures. Authorizes any locality to adopt an ordinance
establishing a civil penalty for the razing, demolition, or mov-
ing of a building or structure that is located in a historic district
or that has been designated by a governing body as a historic
structure or landmark in violation of an ordinance that no such
building or structure shall be razed, demolished, or moved
without the approval of a review board. The bill provides that
such civil penalty shall not exceed the market value of the
property as determined by the assessed value of the property at
the time of razing, demolition, or moving of the building or
structure. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - McQuinn

P HB1461 shortterm rental property; locality's
ability to prohibit lessee or sublessee operator. Prohibits a
locality from barring an operator, as defined in existing law,
from offering such property as a short-term rental solely on the
basis that the operator is a lessee or sublessee of such property,
provided that the property owner has granted permission for its
use as a short-term rental. The bill adds an attestation that the
property owner has granted such permission if the operator is a
lessee or sublessee to the information that an operator must
provide to annually register such short-term rental. The bill
permits a locality to limit a lessee or sublessee to one short-
term rental.

Patron - Mundon King

P HB1486 vacant buildings; registration. Per-

mits any county, city, or town to require, by ordinance, the
owner of any building that has been vacant for at least 12
months and (i) that meets the definition of "derelict building"
in relevant law, (ii) that meets the definition of “criminal
blight" in relevant law, or (iii) in which a locality has deter-
mined a person is living without the authority of the owner to
register such building annually. Under current law, any city and
certain towns are permitted to require the owner of any build-
ing that has been vacant for at least 12 months and meets the
definition of "derelict building” in relevant law to register such
building annually. This bill is identical to SB 48 and is a rec-
ommendation of the Virginia Housing Commission.

Patron - Thomas

P HB1488 Local government; standardization of
public notice requirements for certain meetings, hearings,
or intended actions. Standardizes the frequency with which
and length of time in which notices of certain meetings, hear-
ings, and other intended actions of localities must be published.

The notice provisions included in the bill are organized into
three groups: (i) publication required at least seven days before
the meeting, hearing, or intended action; (ii) publication
required twice, with the first notice appearing no more than 28
days before and the second notice appearing no less than seven
days before the meeting, hearing, or intended action; and (iii)
publication required three times, with the first notice appearing
no more than 35 days before and the third notice appearing no
less than seven days before the meeting, hearing, or intended
action. The bill also standardizes descriptive information in
such notices related to (a) proposing, amending, or repealing
ordinances; (b) local budget adoption; and (c) zoning ordi-
nances and planning-related actions. This bill is identical to SB
413.

Patron - Henson

P SB48 vacant buildings; registration. Permits any
county, city, or town to require, by ordinance, the owner of any
building that has been vacant for at least 12 months and (i) that
meets the definition of "derelict building™ in relevant law, (ii)
that meets the definition of "criminal blight" in relevant law, or
(iii) in which a locality has determined a person is living with-
out the authority of the owner to register such building annu-
ally. Under current law, any city and certain towns are
permitted to require the owner of any building that has been
vacant for at least 12 months and meets the definition of "dere-
lict building™ in relevant law to register such building annually.
This bill incorporates SB 478, is identical to HB 1486, and is a
recommendation of the Virginia Housing Commission.

Patron - Locke

P SB49 Community revitalization fund; expand-
ing use for all localities. Expands the current provisions of
law allowing for the establishment of a community revitaliza-
tion fund for the purpose of preventing neighborhood deterio-
ration to apply to all localities. Currently, only the City of
Richmond is authorized to establish such a fund. This bill is
identical to HB 478 and is a recommendation of the Virginia
Housing Commission.

Patron - Locke

P SB69 Minimum qualifications for law-enforce-
ment officers; citizenship; waiver. Allows individuals who
have been granted Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals by
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services to qualify for the
positions of chief of police, police officer of a locality, deputy
sheriff, jail officer, and law-enforcement officer. Current law
allows only citizens of the United States to qualify for the
named positions. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - McPike

P SB88 Dpecertification of law-enforcement offi-
cers and jail officers. Makes various changes to the provisions
related to decertification of law-enforcement officers and jail
officers. The bill provides that the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services may conduct decertification review hearings in
accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Process
Act. The bill provides that the findings and decision of the
Department may be appealed to the Board and that the final
administrative decision of the Board may be then appealed and
reviewed by a court. The bill also provides that records pro-
vided to the Board or Department for the purposes of decertifi-
cation of an identifiable law-enforcement officer or jail officer
may be withheld from the public in accordance with the Vir-
ginia Freedom of Information Act and those meetings concern-
ing the decertification of an identifiable law-enforcement or
jail officer may be closed. The bill also allows the Department
to grant a continuance of any informal fact-finding conference
or formal hearing upon motion by the decertified officer or his
counsel or the Attorney General for good cause shown. The


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1395
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1410
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1415
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1461
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1486
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1488
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB48
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB49
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB69
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB88

2024 Session Summary

Counties, Cities and Towns

bill requires an officer to remain decertified during a period of
continuance of any informal fact-finding conference or formal
hearing for a pending criminal charge unless the Department
finds the officer's continued decertification may cause circum-
stances that constitute a manifest injustice to the officer, in
which case the officer's certification may be reinstated during
the period of continuance until the conviction becomes final.
Current law allows the Board, when an officer's conviction has
not become final, to decline to decertify such officer after con-
sidering the likelihood of irreparable damage to the officer if
such officer is decertified during the pendency of an ultimately
successful appeal, the likelihood of injury or damage to the
public if the officer is not decertified, and the seriousness of the
offense. Additionally, the bill allows for the decertification of
an officer who is terminated or resigns for an act committed
while in the performance of his duties that compromises an
officer's credibility, integrity, or honesty or that constitutes
exculpatory or impeachment evidence in a criminal case. The
bill also provides that persons who are currently in a recruit or
field training status and have committed an act that would be
any basis for decertification are ineligible for certification. The
bill also specifies that the required notification to the Depart-
ment related to an officer being terminated or resigning (i) for
engaging in serious misconduct; (ii) while such officer is the
subject of a pending internal investigation involving serious
misconduct; or (iii) for an act committed while in the perfor-
mance of his duties that compromises an officer's credibility,
integrity, or honesty or constitutes exculpatory or impeachment
evidence in a criminal case shall be within 48 hours of comple-
tion of an internal investigation. Under current law, such notifi-
cation is required to be within 48 hours of the termination or
resignation. The bill also requires the Department to establish
standards and procedures for when the Department may grant a
petition for reinstatement of certification of a decertified offi-
cer. The bill directs the Department to adopt emergency regula-
tions to implement the provisions of the bill.

Patron - Locke

P SB121 conservation of trees during land devel-
opment process in certain localities. Expands authority of
certain localities to adopt an ordinance providing for the plant-
ing and replacement of trees during the development process
by allowing a tree canopy fund that currently applies to the
planting of trees on public property to include maintenance of
trees on public property and planting and maintenance of trees
on private property. The bill removes a provision that requires
that any funds collected for the purposes of the tree canopy
fund be returned to the original contributor if not spent within
five years but maintains the requirement that such funds be
spent within five years. The bill also includes an expansion of
the canopy credit. This bill is identical to HB 459.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB134 economic development authorities;
Craig County. Allows the board of supervisors of Craig
County to appoint one of its members to the Economic Devel-
opment Authority of the County of Craig.

Patron - Head

P SB188 Eiection of certain governing bodies;
conversion to single-member districts. Allows the governing
body of a locality that has been subject to a court order impos-
ing a remedial election system under voting rights laws to
adopt an ordinance to convert one or more at-large seats of
such body to single-member districts. The bill provides that
members of such governing body in office on the effective date
of such ordinance shall complete their terms of office. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Rouse

P SB245 Department of Energy; building stan-
dards for certain local buildings. Requires the Department of
Energy, upon request, to provide technical assistance to locali-
ties, subject to available budgetary resources, as localities
implement mandates related to onsite renewable energy gener-
ation, energy storage, and resilience standards for construction
or renovation of certain public buildings. The bill also makes
several technical and clarifying changes to the existing statute,
in part by defining or redefining existing terms found in the
statute. This bill is identical to HB 151.

Patron - McPike

P SB296 Local planning commission; action on
proposed plats, site plans, and development plans; residen-
tial use. Requires local planning commissions to use the same
approval process for residential development projects as is cur-
rently required for commercial development projects.

Patron - VanValkenburg

P SB308 Residential dwelling units; rentals for
30 consecutive days or longer. Prohibits a locality from enact-
ing or enforcing an ordinance that bans the rental of residential
dwelling units for 30 consecutive days or longer. The bill
allows a locality by ordinance to regulate such rental if such
regulations (i) are reasonable and (ii) do not exceed the
requirements for an owner-occupied residential property or a
residential property rented for a lease term of 12 months or
more in the same zoning district. This bill is identical to HB
634.

Patron - McPike

P SB339 Joint commission on Technology and
Science analysis; blockchain, digital asset mining, and
cryptocurrency; report. Directs the Joint Commission on
Technology and Science to conduct an analysis of and make
recommendations regarding the use of blockchain technology,
digital asset mining, and cryptocurrency in the Common-
wealth. The bill requires the Commission to submit its findings
to the Chairmen of the House Committees on Appropriations
and Communications, Technology and Innovation and the Sen-
ate Committees on Finance and Appropriations and General
Laws and Technology no later than December 1, 2024.

Patron - Salim

P SB343 Military centered community zones;
local designation. Allows localities to establish, by ordinance,
one or more military centered community zones, defined in the
bill as a community that has a significant presence of military
personnel living or working in the designated area and where
such presence drives, or has the potential to drive, significant
economic activity. The bill provides that a locality, or another
political subdivision acting on behalf of the locality, may offer
unique benefits to businesses looking to locate within a zone
for the purpose of serving the needs of the military personnel,
including reduction of certain fees and taxes. In addition, the
bill provides that local governing bodies are authorized to enter
into agreements for the payment of economic development
incentive grants to such businesses. The bill also allows a gov-
erning body to provide for certain regulatory flexibility and
incentives and provides that the establishment of a military
centered community zone shall not preclude the area from also
being designated as an enterprise zone or from receiving sup-
port under the Virginia Military Community Infrastructure
Grant Program. This bill is identical to HB 619.

Patron - Rouse

P SB354 Establishment by localities of certain
real estate contract disclosures prohibited. Prohibits locali-
ties from establishing or enforcing a mandatory disclosure
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requirement for a real estate licensee, any party to a contract
for the sale or listing of residential real property, or any autho-
rized agent of such party. The bill provides that prohibited
mandatory disclosures include mandatory notifications in con-
tracts, contract amendments or addenda, advertising, other pro-
motional materials, and subsequent deeds after the initial deed
is recorded, related to the sale of residential real estate. This
bill is identical to HB 467.

Patron - Locke

P SB413 Local government; standardization of
public notice requirements for certain meetings, hearings,
or intended actions. Standardizes the frequency with which
and length of time in which notices of certain meetings, hear-
ings, and other intended actions of localities must be published.
The notice provisions included in the bill are organized into
three groups: (i) publication required at least seven days before
the meeting, hearing, or intended action; (ii) publication
required twice, with the first notice appearing no more than 28
days before and the second notice appearing no less than seven
days before the meeting, hearing, or intended action; and (iii)
publication required three times, with the first notice appearing
no more than 35 days before and the third notice appearing no
less than seven days before the meeting, hearing, or intended
action. The bill also standardizes descriptive information in
such notices related to (a) proposing, amending, or repealing
ordinances; (b) local budget adoption; and (c) zoning ordi-
nances and planning-related actions. This bill is identical to
HB 1488.

Patron - Head

P SB595 Comprehensive plan; healthy communi-
ties strategy. Authorizes a locality, beginning July 1, 2024, to
adopt a healthy communities strategy as part of its next and any
subsequent reviews of the comprehensive plan. The bill pro-
vides that the locality's strategy may include identifying (i)
major sources of pollution or hazardous waste sites within the
locality, (ii) policies to mitigate the unique or compounded
health risks to residents that may be caused by such pollution
sources or hazardous waste sites, (iii) objectives and policies to
promote civic engagement in public decision-making pro-
cesses by residents, (iv) objectives and policies that prioritize
improvements and programs that promote healthy communi-
ties, and (v) objectives and policies that encourage linking pub-
lic transit with community and health services and siting or co-
locating health services in unconventional settings to ensure
convenient access for all community members. This bill is
identical to HB 208. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Bagby

P SB597 affordable housing; local zoning ordi-
nance authority; comprehensive plan. Authorizes any local-
ity in the Commonwealth to provide for an affordable housing
dwelling unit program by amending the zoning ordinance of
such locality. Current law restricts such authorization to coun-
ties with an urban county executive form of government or
county manager plan of government and certain other locali-
ties. This bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - McPike

P SB645 Local fiscal distress; determination by
Auditor of Public Accounts; state intervention. Sets out a
procedure for determining when localities are in fiscal distress,
as defined in the bill, and when state intervention may be nec-
essary. The bill requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to
develop criteria for a preliminary determination that a locality
may be in fiscal distress. The bill also requires the Director of
the Department of Planning and Budget to identify any
amounts remaining unexpended from general fund appropria-

tions in the state budget as of June 30 of each year, which con-
stitute state aid to local governments. From such unexpended
balances, the Governor may reappropriate up to $750,000 from
amounts that would otherwise revert to the balance of the gen-
eral fund and transfer such amounts as necessary to establish a
component of fund balance that may be used for the purpose of
providing state assistance, oversight, and intervention actions
for localities deemed to be fiscally distressed and in need of
state assistance, oversight, or intervention to address such dis-
tress. The bill provides that if a report to the Governor con-
cludes that a locality located in Planning District 19 (Crater
Planning District Commission) is either unwilling or unable to
comply with the conditions necessary to address its fiscal dis-
tress, the Commission on Local Government shall appoint an
emergency fiscal manager and implement a remediation plan
to restore sustainable fiscal health to such locality. The emer-
gency fiscal officer shall give timely notice of any proposed
actions to be taken and an opportunity for public input prior to
such action and shall establish benchmarks that will allow such
locality to exit the state intervention plan upon meeting such
benchmarks.

Patron - Aird

P SB701 vested rights; building permits. Pro-
vides that if a locality has issued a building permit, despite
nonconformance with the zoning ordinance, and a property
owner, relying in good faith on the issuance of the building
permit, incurs extensive obligations or substantial expenses in
diligent pursuit of a building project that is in conformance
with the building permit and the Uniform Statewide Building
Code, the locality shall not treat such building as an illegal use
but rather as a legal nonconforming use. Current law requires
that such project be completed and a certificate of occupancy
issued in order to receive such protection.

Patron - French

P SB727 Russell County Industrial Development
Authority; appointments. Clarifies that the board of supervi-
sors of Russell County may appoint nine members to its indus-
trial development authority, which shall consist of two
members from the governing body of a town that has used its
borrowing capacity to borrow $2 million or more for industrial
development and such other members as the board of supervi-
sors shall agree upon. Under current law, two of the members
must come from a town that has used its borrowing capacity to
borrow $2 million or more for industrial development. This bill
is identical to HB 1410.

Patron - Pillion

P SB728 cumberlands Airport Commission.
Establishes a new charter for the Cumberlands Airport Com-
mission and repeals the current charter, which was created in
1958. The proposed charter sets out the organization of the
Commission and contains powers and duties typically granted
for authorities. The bill also removes the Town of Lebanon and
the Counties of Lee and Russell from the Commission. This
bill is identical to HB 460.

Patron - Pillion

Failed

I HB147 Rreimbursement of expenses incurred in
responding to terrorism hoax incident, bomb threat, mali-
cious activation of fire alarm, or false emergency communi-
cation to emergency personnel. Allows a locality that has an
ordinance requiring any person over 18 years of age convicted
of false emergency communication to emergency personnel to
reimburse such locality at the time of sentencing or in a sepa-
rate civil action to bill a flat fee of $2,500 or a minute-by-min-
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ute accounting of actual costs incurred. The bill also allows a
locality that has an ordinance requiring any person under 18
years of age convicted of false emergency communication to
emergency personnel to reimburse such locality at the time of
sentencing or in a separate civil action to bill a flat fee of
$2,500 or a minute-by-minute accounting of actual costs
incurred, not to exceed $2,500. Current law allows a flat fee of
$250 or a minute-by-minute accounting of actual costs
incurred, in an amount not to exceed $2,500.

Patron - Reid

I HB170 conservation of trees during land
development process; authorized localities. Allows any
locality to adopt an ordinance providing for the conservation of
trees during the land development process. Under current law,
only a locality within Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia)
that meets certain population density and nonattainment classi-
fication criteria is authorized to adopt such an ordinance. This
bill was incorporated into HB 1100.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

 HB229 Advertisement of legal notices; website.
Allows a locality to advertise legal notices on the locality's
website instead of, or in addition to, publishing such notices in
a newspaper having general circulation in the locality.
Patron - Campbell

I HB235 persons occupying street for commer-
cial use; civil penalty. Allows cities and towns by ordinance to
establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for commercial
use of a street, avenue, park, bridge, or any other public place
or public property or any public easement of a city or town, in
a manner not permitted to the general public, without having
first legally obtained the consent of the city or town. The bill
provides that the schedule of civil penalties shall be uniform
for each type of specified violation, and the penalty for any one
violation, unless elsewhere authorized, shall not exceed (i)
$500 for the initial penalty, (ii) $1,000 for the second violation,
or (iii) $1,500 for the third or subsequent violation.

Patron - Tata

 HB293 Disposal of unclaimed property in pos-
session of sheriff or police; notice of public display and sale.
Allows a law-enforcement agency to publish the required
notice that there will be a public display and sale of certain
unclaimed personal property that has been in the possession of
such law-enforcement agency and remained unclaimed for
more than 60 days on the law-enforcement agency's official
website or any related social media platforms once a week for
two successive weeks. Under current law, such notice may
only be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
locality.
Patron - Ballard

I HB301 Local enforcement of property mainte-
nance. Adds the violation of one or more local ordinances
related to the proper maintenance of property to existing provi-
sions that allow a locality to require a property owner to
remove, repair, or secure a building, wall, or other structure
that might endanger the public health or safety of other resi-
dents of such locality as a reason for requiring such mainte-
nance. The bill also allows the locality through its own agents
or employees to take such actions after proper notice.

Patron - Ballard

- HB334 certification of boiler and pressure
vessel operators by localities. Repeals an existing statute that
allows localities by ordinance to require certification of boiler
and pressure vessel operators.

Patron - Wiley

F HB337 Siting of data centers; impacts on
resources and historically significant sites. Provides that any
local government land use application required for the siting of
a data center shall only be approved in areas where the data
center will (i) have a minimal impact on historic, agricultural,
and cultural resources and (ii) not be within one-half mile of a
national park, state park, or other historically significant site.
Patron - Thomas

 HB344 Displacement of private waste compa-
nies. Reduces from five years to one year the period of time a
locality must provide notice to a private waste company before
the locality engages in the actual provision of the waste service
that displaces the company.
Patron - Green

F HB345 Timing of local elections. Allows a city
or town by majority vote of the local governing body to hold its
municipal elections on the first Tuesday in May for terms to
commence July 1, in which case the terms of council members
shall be extended by six months in order to implement the tran-
sition. Currently, cities and towns must hold their municipal
elections at the time of the November general election.

Patron - Green

F HB364 Local government; water-filled fire
sprinkler systems. Permits a locality to allow the installation
of automatic water-filled or wet-pipe fire sprinkler systems in
new townhome construction. The bill provides that such ordi-
nance shall require the installation be completed in compliance
with standards, requirements, and specifications for the instal-
lation of an automatic water-filled or wet-pipe fire sprinkler
system as prescribed by the National Fire Protection Associa-
tion's NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Sys-
tems. An automatic water-filled or wet-pipe fire sprinkler
system shall not be required when additions or alterations are
made to existing townhomes that do not have an automatic res-
idential fire sprinkler system installed.

Patron - Martinez

 HB377 Zoning; traffic impact statements. Pro-
hibits a locality from requiring a local traffic impact statement
as a condition for approval of a rezoning application that
involves a multifamily residential use of fewer than 50 residen-
tial units.
Patron - Owen

F HB378 Release of developer performance
guarantees. Clarifies that existing provisions related to the
periodic partial and final release of developer performance
guarantees also applies to performance guarantees for erosion
and sediment control measures, stormwater management facili-
ties, and fill and borrow areas.

Patron - Owen

I HBA409 Election of certain governing bodies;
conversion to single-member districts. Allows the governing
body of a locality that has been subject to a court order impos-
ing a remedial election system under voting rights laws to
adopt an ordinance to convert one or more at-large members of
such body to single-member districts. The bill provides that
members of such governing body in office on the effective date
of such ordinance shall complete their terms of office.

Patron - Askew

 HB443 Local government; standardization of
public notice requirements for certain meetings, hearings,
or intended actions. Standardizes the frequency with which
and length of time in which notices of certain meetings, hear-
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ings, and other intended actions of localities must be published.
The notice provisions included in the bill are organized into
three groups: (i) publication required at least seven days before
a meeting, hearing, or intended action; (ii) publication required
twice, with the first notice appearing no more than 28 days
before and the second notice appearing no less than seven days
before a meeting, hearing, or intended action; and (iii) publica-
tion required three times, with the first notice appearing no
more than 35 days before and the third notice appearing no less
than seven days before the meeting, hearing, or intended
action. The bill also standardizes descriptive information in
such notices related to (a) proposing, amending, or repealing
ordinances; (b) local budget adoption; and (c) zoning ordi-
nances and planning-related actions.

Patron - Williams

 HBA476 vacant buildings; registration. Permits
any county, city, or town to require, by ordinance, the owner of
any building that has been vacant for at least 12 months and (i)
that meets the definition of "derelict building” in relevant law,
(i) that meets the definition of "criminal blight" in relevant
law, or (iii) in which a locality has determined a person is liv-
ing without the authority of the owner to register such building
annually. Under current law, any city and certain towns are per-
mitted to require the owner of any building that has been
vacant for at least 12 months and meets the definition of "dere-
lict building™ in relevant law to register such building annually.
This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Housing Com-
mission.
Patron - Coyner

I HB534 conservation of trees; Town of Vienna.
Allows the Town of Vienna, by ordinance, to require that a
subdivision or development provide for the preservation or
replacement of trees on the development site such that the min-
imum tree canopies or covers 10 years after development is
projected to meet specified coverage criteria. Under current
law, the criteria apply to tree canopies or covers 20 years after
development. This bill was incorporated into HB 1100.

Patron - Seibold

F HB539 Release of developer performance
guarantees. Provides that no governing body or administrative
agency shall refuse to make a periodic partial or final release of
a bond, escrow, letter of credit, or other performance guarantee
for the actions of anyone not under contractual agreement with
a subdivider or developer or under the direct supervision and
control of the subdivider or developer.

Patron - Owen

 HB567 Requirement for electric vehicle
charging stations for certain developments. Provides that
any locality may by ordinance require electric vehicle charging
stations as part of subdivision or site plan approval for a devel-
opment containing commercial, industrial, or multifamily resi-
dential uses with a density of seven residential dwelling units
per acre or greater. The bill contains a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2025.
Patron - Askew

 HB644 Local prohibition or regulation of gas-
powered leaf blowers; civil penalty. Provides that any local-
ity may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the use of gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers. The ordinance may include provisions for a
civil penalty.
Patron - Sullivan

I HBG655 Local fiscal distress; determination by
Auditor of Public Accounts; state intervention. Sets out a
procedure for determining when localities are in fiscal distress,

as defined in the bill, and when state intervention may be nec-
essary. The bill requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to
develop criteria for a preliminary determination that a locality
may be in fiscal distress. The bill also requires the Director of
the Department of Planning and Budget to identify any
amounts remaining unexpended from general fund appropria-
tions in the state budget as of June 30 of each year, which con-
stitute state aid to local governments. From such unexpended
balances, the Governor may reappropriate up to $750,000 from
amounts that would otherwise revert to the balance of the gen-
eral fund and transfer such amounts as necessary to establish a
component of fund balance that may be used for the purpose of
providing technical assistance and intervention actions for
localities deemed to be fiscally distressed and in need of inter-
vention to address such distress. The bill provides that if a
report to the Governor concludes that a locality is either
unwilling or unable to comply with the conditions necessary to
address its fiscal distress, the Governor shall use all powers
available to him to intervene for the purpose of addressing such
fiscal distress. The bill further grants authority to the Governor
to appoint an emergency fiscal manager and grant the manager
with all powers available and necessary to implement a plan to
restore sustainable fiscal health to the locality. The emergency
fiscal officer shall give timely notice of any proposed actions
to be taken and an opportunity for public input prior to such
action and shall establish benchmarks that will allow a locality
to exit the state intervention plan upon meeting such bench-
marks.

Patron - Coyner

 HB668 Timing of local elections. Provides that a
locality may by ordinance shift the timing of the election of
members of the local governing body from an even year to an
odd year by extending the existing terms of local governing
body members by one year. Such change may occur only after
a public hearing and a majority vote of the governing body.
Patron - Marshall

 HBG672 assistant attorneys for the Common-
wealth; Compensation Board. Provides that the Compensa-
tion Board shall provide for employing at least one
compensated assistant to the attorney for the Commonwealth
in every county and city where the attorney for the Common-
wealth devotes his full time to his duties and does not engage
in the private practice of law. Under current law, the Compen-
sation Board has discretion in determining if a county or city
needs to employ any compensated assistants to the attorney for
the Commonwealth.
Patron - Freitas

F HB683 Boardof zoning appeals; appeal to gen-
eral district court. Provides that in the case of an appeal from
the board of zoning appeals of an order, requirement, decision,
or determination of a zoning administrator, a person aggrieved
by any such order, requirement, decision, or determination may
file the petition with the clerk of the general district court that
shall have jurisdiction to hear such appeal.

Patron - Leftwich

F HB710 travel expenses; local officials. Provides
that any travel expense of a local official, as defined in the bill,
to be paid from public funds that is anticipated to exceed
$2,500 shall be subject to approval in advance by a vote of the
local governing body in an open meeting. If the final travel
expense exceeds the previously approved amount, such
expense shall be reported to the governing body and noted in
the meeting agenda or meeting minutes within 60 days of the
determination.

Patron - Webert
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 HB867 Local government employees; expres-
sion of certain opinions protected. Provides that an employee
of a locality shall not be penalized by his employer for express-
ing his opinion regarding a current or proposed regulation,
rule, policy, position, or other action or purpose of a public
body at an open meeting of such public body when such
employee is speaking on his own behalf. The bill excludes any
speech that is unprotected under the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, including speech that (i)
incites violence; (ii) is obscene, defamatory, or fraudulent; or
(iii) discloses privileged and confidential information. The bill
specifies that for purposes of this provision an employee of a
locality does not include any person appointed to a position in
a locality by an elected official or by a government body com-
posed in whole or in part of elected officials.

Patron - Earley

 HB930 Zoning ordinances; adequate public
facilities. Allows a locality to determine the timing of develop-
ment by considering the adequacy of public facilities when
making zoning decisions. The bill provides that a locality that
makes a determination of inadequate facilities may reject or
deferarezoning application based solely on that determination.

Patron - Earley

 HB1010 Siting of data centers; parks, schools,
and residential areas. Requires that any local government
land use application required for the siting of a data center, as
defined in the bill, be approved only for areas that are one-
quarter mile or more from federal, state, or local parks,
schools, and property zoned or used for residential use.

Patron - Lovejoy

I HB1011 pisclosure in land use proceedings;

statewide application. Alters certain land use disclosure
requirements applicable to officials in any county with the
urban county executive form of government (Fairfax County)
by replacing "relationship of employee-employer, agent-princi-
pal, or attorney-client" with the broader phrase of "business or
financial interest.” The bill makes the same change to existing
provisions that currently apply only to Loudoun County and
applies the change statewide.

Patron - Lovejoy

F HB1034 civil penalties for violations of zon-

ing ordinance; short-term rentals. Allows any locality to
adopt a uniform schedule of civil penalties for the violation of
provisions of the zoning ordinance related to short-term rent-
als. The schedule of civil penalties shall not exceed (i) $500 for
the initial violation, (ii) $1,000 for the second violation, or (iii)
$1,500 for the third or subsequent violation, with each day
during which the violation is found to have existed constituting
a separate offense. The bill provides that designation of a par-
ticular zoning ordinance violation for a civil penalty shall be in
lieu of criminal sanctions, and except for any violation result-
ing in injury to persons, such designation shall preclude the
prosecution of a violation as a criminal misdemeanor, unless
such civil penalties total $5,000 or more.

Patron - Bloxom

F HB1119 Loca government powers; regulation
of tobacco, nicotine, and hemp product retail sale locations.
Permits localities to regulate by ordinance the location of retail
sale locations established after July 1, 2024, that sell tobacco,
nicotine, and hemp products. The bill provides that such ordi-
nance may prohibit such retail sale locations within 1,000 lin-
ear feet of a public, private, or parochial school.

Patron - Seibold

 HB1145 Arrest, summons, etc., quotas; prohi-

bition; civil penalty. Provides that any person employed by a
law-enforcement agency or any agency or department employ-
ing law-enforcement officers who implements a formal or
informal quota for arrests made, summonses issued, traffic
stops conducted, warnings given, or commercial motor vehicle
safety inspections performed is subject to a $10,000 civil pen-
alty for each offense and if such formal or informal quota
involves threats, intimidation, coercion, or modification of
working conditions to subordinate officers, such employee is
subject to a $25,000 civil penalty for each offense. The bill also
prohibits a law-enforcement agency or any agency or depart-
ment employing law-enforcement officers from posting data
regarding the number of arrests, summonses, traffic stops,
warnings, or commercial motor vehicle safety inspections for
the purpose of creating competition between officers with
respect to arrests, summonses, traffic stops, warnings given, or
commercial motor vehicle safety inspections. Current law pro-
hibits formal and informal quotas for the number of arrests
made and summonses issued within a designated period of
time and allows agencies to use such information for any pur-
pose other than as a quota.

Patron - Cordoza

|: HB].153 Benefits consortium for localities.

Authorizes the governing bodies of three or more cities, coun-
ties, or school boards to form a benefits consortium for the pur-
pose of establishing a self-funded employee welfare benefit
plan. Under current law, such governing bodies or school
boards are authorized to form such a benefits consortium if
they comprised the membership of a multiple employer wel-
fare arrangement as of December 31, 2014. Such a benefits
consortium is required to be a nonstock corporation established
to operate a benefits plan. Each member of the benefits consor-
tium is contractually liable for its allocated share of the consor-
tium's liabilities, and the benefits consortium is exempt from
taxation and from insurance regulations.

Patron - Cordoza

 HB1162 Security camera monitoring by law-
enforcement agencies. Provides that any law-enforcement
agency having jurisdiction over criminal law enforcement or
regulatory violations may establish a program to allow for the
monitoring or reviewing of security cameras, as defined in the
bill, for the purpose of tracking and reducing crime by such
law-enforcement agency. The bill requires that any law-
enforcement agency establishing such program shall develop a
policy for how such security cameras will be monitored and
how such data from such security cameras will be used and
maintained.
Patron - Marshall

 HB1197 Planning districts; King George

County. Moves King George County from Planning District
16 (George Washington Regional Commission) to Planning
District 17 (Northern Neck Planning District Commission).
The bill requires the Department of Housing and Community
Development to assist with this transition.

Patron - Kent

F HB1236 Local government actions related to
comprehensive plans, local planning commissions, subdivi-
sion plats and site plans, and zoning ordinances; approval
process. Makes several changes to local government land use
approval processes, including (i) prohibiting use of the com-
prehensive plan as the basis, in whole or in part, for the disap-
proval of a site plan that is otherwise in conformity with duly
adopted standards, ordinances, and statutes and (ii) allowing
automatic approval of certain land use applications rather than
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a right to petition the circuit court, as provided under current
law, if a locality does not approve or disapprove the application
within the required timeframe. The bill also reduces from 12
months to four months the time within which a locality must
initially act upon certain proposed zoning ordinance amend-
ments and requires a locality to act on all such proposed
amendments to the zoning ordinance or map that it has previ-
ously disapproved within 45 days after an amended proposal
has been resubmitted for approval.

Patron - Marshall

F HB1302 Election of certain governing bodies;
conversion to single-member districts. Allows the governing
body of a locality that has been subject to a court order impos-
ing a remedial election system under voting rights laws to
adopt an ordinance to convert one or more at-large members of
such body to single-member districts. The bill provides that
members of such governing body in office on the effective date
of such ordinance shall complete their terms of office.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

 HB1304 Required voting districts in certain

cities. Requires every city with a population of 250,000 or
greater to elect its council members by individual districts or
wards, beginning with municipal elections held after January 1,
2025. The provisions of this bill supersede any contrary provi-
sions of a city charter or any other provision of law.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

 HB1356 Local planning commission; action

on proposed plats, site plans, and development plans; resi-
dential use. Requires local planning commissions to use the
same approval process for residential development projects as
is currently required for commercial development projects.
Patron - Owen

 HB1416 Funding for deputy sheriffs. Provides
that the minimum number of deputies funded by the Compen-
sation Board shall be one deputy per 1,500 persons or one dep-
uty for every 25 square miles, whichever is greater. Under
current law, the funding is fixed at one deputy per 1,500 per-
sons only. The provisions of the bill apply to counties and cit-
ies without a police force.
Patron - Williams

 HB1459 Zoning ordinance and amendments
thereto; special exceptions; appeal. Clarifies that a claim (i)
challenging the procedures employed or (ii) stating a decision
is void ab initio for any reason relating to a local governing
body's final decision on a proposed zoning ordinance, or on an
amendment of or special exception to such ordinance, only be
filed within 30 days of such decision in a circuit court having
jurisdiction of the land. The bill provides that the provisions of
the bill are declarative of existing law and are effective retroac-
tively to any decision made by a local governing body prior to
July 1, 2024.
Patron - Owen

 HB1501 cash proffers; development rights.
Provides that cash payments proffered pursuant to § 15.2-2298,
15.2-2303, or 15.2-2303.1 may be used for the purpose of
extinguishing development rights elsewhere in the locality if
the development rights to be extinguished are greater than the
development rights being granted and the extinguishing of
those development rights results in a perpetual conservation
easement. The bill also provides that cash payments proffered
may be used to seek matching funds from the Virginia Land
Conservation Foundation and the Virginia Farmland Preserva-
tion Fund.
Patron - Milde

 HB1514 Virginia Sports and Entertainment
Authority and Financing Fund established; report. Estab-
lishes the Virginia Sports and Entertainment Authority as a
political subdivision charged with financing the construction of
a sports and entertainment campus. The Authority is composed
of nine members, six of whom are appointed by the Governor
and three of whom are appointed by the governing body of the
City of Alexandria. Each appointed member is subject to spe-
cific criteria for appointment. The bill authorizes the Authority
to hire independent contractors, enter contracts, acquire prop-
erty, borrow money, and exercise other similar powers and
exempts it from the Personnel Act and the Public Procurement
Act. Under the bill, the Authority may issue bonds with a max-
imum maturity date of 40 years.
The bill entitles the Authority to the following revenues: (i)
sales tax revenues from construction and transactions on the
campus, defined in the bill, but certain revenues that current
law dedicates to transportation and education are excluded; (ii)
all pass-through entity tax revenues and corporate income tax
revenues from income generated by the company, defined in
the bill, or any professional sports team or any affiliates as well
as in the development and construction of the campus; and (iii)
all personal income tax revenues from income generated
through employment and business activity on the campus. It
also authorizes the City of Alexandria to appropriate tax reve-
nues to the Authority.
The revenues shall be deposited in the Virginia Sports and
Entertainment Authority Financing Fund, created in the bill,
from which the Authority will deposit revenues into priority
accounts for Authority revenues, debt service, subordinate debt
service, reserves, and capital expenditures and maintenance. If
the Authority determines that all such accounts are sufficiently
funded, the bill directs the Authority to issue the excess to the
Commonwealth and the City of Alexandria if so provided for
in any bond or financing agreements.

Patron - Torian

I HB1522 Location of assisted living facilities

and group homes. Prohibits localities from allowing certain
assisted living facilities and group homes with eight or fewer
residents approved by the locality on or after July 1, 2024, to
be located within one mile of a similar pre-existing assisted liv-
ing facility or group home, provided such enforcement is in
compliance with applicable state and federal fair housing laws.
Patron - Higgins

 HB1533 Local zoning regulations related to

mines; Planning District 8. Provides that localities in Plan-
ning District 8 (Northern Virginia) may establish standards and
adopt zoning regulations related to mines and mineral mines
that exceed standards and regulations adopted by the Director
of the Department of Energy, including the prohibition of all
mining and mineral mining activity in any area of the locality
zoned for residential use.

Patron - Shin

 HB1544 southside Regional Recreation
Authority.
Patron - Williams

 SB73 Photo-monitoring system for traffic sig-
nals; proof of violation; retired law-enforcement officials.
Allows a locality to employ a retired sworn law-enforcement
officer, as defined in the bill, to review photographs, micropho-
tographs, videotape, or other recorded images produced by the
locality's traffic light signal violation monitoring system or
traffic control device violation monitoring system. The bill
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allows such review to serve as prima facie evidence of the facts
contained therein.
Patron - Craig

- SB 288 Data centers; noise abatement. Provides
that any local government land use application required for the
siting of a data center shall be approved only in accordance
with certain notice and noise abatement requirements. The bill
provides that residents within a half-mile radius of the parcel
shall receive notice of the proposed data center and that the
data center operator shall hold two neighborhood meetings.
The bill requires a data center operator to design and build the
data center to incorporate sound mitigation methods sufficient
to prevent the sound levels emanating from the data center
from exceeding the ambient noise levels that were observed in
a baseline study, as determined by a third-party acoustic engi-
neer. The bill also provides that upon issuance of a certificate
of occupancy, and for five years thereafter, the data center
operator shall conduct a noise study performed by a third-party
acoustical engineer to document noise levels emanating from
the data center measured at the property line of the nearest
property to the data center property that is planned or zoned for
residential land uses, or other noise sensitive use as reasonably
determined by the locality, during peak operation of the data
center mechanical equipment. The bill also provides that if the
data center operator intends to use backup power generators on
the parcel, the operator shall maintain a public website
announcing the times when the generators will be in operation.
Patron - Roem

I SB316 conservation of trees; Town of Vienna.
Allows the Town of Vienna, by ordinance, to require that a
subdivision or development provide for the preservation or
replacement of trees on the development site such that the min-
imum tree canopy 10 years after development is projected to
meet specified coverage criteria. Under current law, the criteria
apply to tree canopy coverage 20 years after development.
Patron - Salim

I SB366 Local anti-rent gouging authority; civil
penalty. Provides that any locality may by ordinance adopt
anti-rent gouging provisions. The bill provides for notice and a
public hearing prior to the adoption of such ordinance and
specifies that all landlords who are under the ordinance may be
required to give at least two months' written notice of a rent
increase and cannot increase the rent by more than the local-
ity's calculated allowance, described in the bill as the maxi-
mum amount a landlord can increase a tenant's rent during any
12-month period, in effect at the time of the increase. The bill
sets such allowance as equal to the annual increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index or seven percent, whichever is less, states
that such allowance is effective for a 12-month period begin-
ning July 1 each year, and requires the locality to publish such
allowance on its website by June 1 of each year. Certain facili-
ties, as outlined in the bill, are exempt from such ordinance.
The bill also allows a locality to establish an anti-rent gouging
board that will develop and implement rules and procedures by
which landlords may apply for and be granted exemptions
from the rent increase limits set by the ordinance. Finally, the
bill provides that a locality may establish a civil penalty for
failure to comply with the requirements set out in the ordi-
nance.

Patron - Boysko

 SB409 Energy efficiency and climate stan-
dards; more stringent energy efficiency and climate
requirements. Allows a locality by ordinance to adopt and
require compliance with stretch codes, as defined in the bill,
for the construction or rehabilitation of buildings within the
locality that are in addition to or more stringent than those in

the Uniform Statewide Building Code, and use them as an
alternative means of compliance with a locality's building
requirements. The bill requires periodic review of the codes
and allows the locality to make amendments.

Patron - Boysko

I SBA478 vacant building registration; Town of
Waverly; civil penalty. Adds the Town of Waverly to the list
of localities with the authority to require the owner of buildings
that have been vacant for a continuous period of 12 months or
more and that meet the definition of "derelict building" to reg-
ister such buildings on an annual basis and to impose an annual
registration fee not to exceed $100 to defray the cost of pro-
cessing such registration. Failure to register is punishable by a
$200 civil penalty and in some cases a $400 civil penalty. This
bill was incorporated into SB 48.

Patron - Aird

F SB524 Local government; installation of
water-based fire protection systems in new townhouse con-
struction. Permits a locality to allow the installation of auto-
matic water-based fire protection systems in new townhouse
construction. The bill provides that such ordinance shall
require that the installation be completed in compliance with
standards, requirements, and specifications for the installation
of an automatic water-based fire protection system as pre-
scribed by the National Fire Protection Association's NFPA 13,
Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems; NFPA 13R,
Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in Low-Rise
Residential Occupancies; or NFPA 13D, Standard for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-Family
Dwellings and Manufactured Homes in accordance with the
Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Patron - Williams Graves

F SB549 travel expenses; local officials. Provides
that any travel expense of a local official, as defined in the bill,
to be paid from public funds, as defined in the bill, that is antic-
ipated to exceed $5,000 shall be subject to approval in advance
by a vote of the local governing body in an open meeting. The
bill specifies that if the final travel expense exceeds the previ-
ously approved amount, such expense shall be reported to the
governing body and noted in the meeting agenda or meeting
minutes within 60 days of the determination. The bill requires
a local official to repay to the locality any travel expense that
the governing body determines such local official misappropri-
ated within 10 days and to furnish a copy of any receipts for
such expense at the next public meeting. The bill allows a
locality to adopt more stringent standards for local officials'
travel expenses.

Patron - Perry

I SB641 certification of boiler and pressure ves-
sel operators by localities. Repeals an existing statute that
allows localities by ordinance to require certification of boiler
and pressure vessel operators.

Patron - Craig

 SB652 Zoning ordinances; adequate public
facilities. Allows a locality to determine the timing of develop-
ment by considering the adequacy of public facilities when
making zoning decisions. The bill provides that a locality that
makes a determination of inadequate facilities may reject or
deferarezoning application based solely on that determination.
Patron - Sturtevant

I SB656 Reimbursement of expenses incurred in
responding to terrorism hoax incident, bomb threat, mali-
cious activation of fire alarm, or false emergency communi-
cation to emergency personnel. Allows a locality that has an
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ordinance requiring any person over 18 years of age convicted
of false emergency communication to emergency personnel to
reimburse such locality at the time of sentencing or in a sepa-
rate civil action to bill a flat fee of $2,500 or a minute-by-min-
ute accounting of actual costs incurred. The bill also allows a
locality that has an ordinance requiring any person under 18
years of age convicted of false emergency communication to
emergency personnel to reimburse such locality at the time of
sentencing or in a separate civil action to bill a flat fee of
$2,500 or a minute-by-minute accounting of actual costs
incurred, not to exceed $2,500. Current law allows a flat fee of
$250 or a minute-by-minute accounting of actual costs
incurred, in an amount not to exceed $2,500.

Patron - Favola

- SB669 Local economic development commit-
ments. Provides that any economic development commitments
that are affirmatively stated in a public meeting shall be bind-
ing, reflected in any agreement with the locality, and enforce-
able through a judicial relief action.

Patron - Stuart

I SB715 Local review of zoning decisions. Clari-
fies that a locality may schedule regular reviews of previous
zoning decisions in order to determine whether provisions of
the zoning ordinance (i) continue to meet the general purpose
of promoting the health, safety, or general welfare of the public
and (ii) are compatible with changes in land use patterns.
Patron - Sturtevant

 SB718 Virginia Sports and Entertainment
Authority and Financing Fund established; report. Estab-
lishes the Virginia Sports and Entertainment Authority as a
political subdivision charged with financing the construction of
a sports and entertainment campus. The Authority is composed
of nine members, six of whom are appointed by the Governor
and three of whom are appointed by the governing body of the
City of Alexandria. Each appointed member is subject to spe-
cific criteria for appointment. The bill authorizes the Authority
to hire independent contractors, enter contracts, acquire prop-
erty, borrow money, and exercise other similar powers and
exempts it from the Personnel Act and the Public Procurement
Act. Under the bill, the Authority may issue bonds with a max-
imum maturity date of 40 years.
The bill entitles the Authority to the following revenues: (i)
sales tax revenues from construction and transactions on the
campus, defined in the bill, but certain revenues that current
law dedicates to transportation and education are excluded; (ii)
all pass-through entity tax revenues and corporate income tax
revenues from income generated by the company, defined in
the bill, or any professional sports team or any affiliates as well
as in the development and construction of the campus; and (iii)
all personal income tax revenues from income generated
through employment and business activity on the campus. It
also authorizes the City of Alexandria to appropriate tax reve-
nues to the Authority.
The revenues shall be deposited in the Virginia Sports and
Entertainment Authority Financing Fund, created in the bill,
from which the Authority will deposit revenues into priority
accounts for Authority revenues, debt service, subordinate debt
service, reserves, and capital expenditures and maintenance. If
the Authority determines that all such accounts are sufficiently
funded, the bill directs the Authority to issue the excess to the
Commonwealth and the City of Alexandria if so provided for
in any bond or financing agreements.
Patron - Surovell

 SB720 Sanctuary policies prohibited. Provides
that no locality shall adopt any ordinance, procedure, or policy
intended to restrict the enforcement of federal immigration

laws. The bill also requires an official in charge of a correc-
tional facility to transfer custody of certain persons to U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement upon receipt of a
detainer. Under current law, the official may make such trans-
fer.

Patron - McGuire

Carried Over

C HB130 constitutional officers; dual office
holding; prohibited for deputies and other persons. Pro-
vides that the current prohibition on dual office holding that is
applicable to constitutional officers also applies to deputies of
such officers and any persons serving in such officer's absence
until a special election to fill the vacancy is held.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

C HB338 Siting of data centers; site assessment.
Allows a locality, prior to any approval for the siting of a data
center, to perform a site assessment to examine the effect of the
data center on water usage and carbon emissions within the
locality.

Patron - Thomas

C HB636 Siting of energy facilities; approval by
State Corporation Commission. Establishes a procedure
under which an electric utility or independent power provider
(applicant) is able to obtain approval for a certificate from the
State Corporation Commission for the siting of an energy facil-
ity rather than from the governing body of a locality. Under the
bill, applicants are authorized to submit an application to the
Commission if (i) the locality fails to timely approve or deny
an application; (ii) the application complies with certain
requirements for Commission approval, but a host locality
denies the application; or (iii) the locality amends its zoning
ordinance after it has notified the applicant that its require-
ments are compatible with the requirements for Commission
approval, and the amendment imposes additional requirements
that are more restrictive. The bill provides that an applicant
who is issued a certificate by the Commission for an energy
facility is exempt from obtaining approvals or permits, includ-
ing any land use approvals or permits under the regulations and
ordinances of the locality.

The bill applies to any solar energy facility with a capacity of
50 megawatts or more, any wind energy facility with a capacity
of 100 megawatts or more, and any energy storage facility with
a nameplate capacity of 50 megawatts or more and an energy
discharge capability of 200 megawatt hours or more.

Patron - Sullivan

C HB646 Zoning; certified recovery residence.
Requires that a locality's zoning ordinances for all purposes
shall consider a certified recovery residence in which individu-
als with substance use disorder reside as residential occupancy
by a single family. The bill specifies that no conditions more
restrictive than those imposed on residences occupied by per-
sons related by blood, marriage, or adoption shall be imposed
on such certified recovery residence.

Patron - Coyner

C HB721 vLocal anti-rent gouging authority; civil
penalty. Provides that any locality may by ordinance adopt
anti-rent gouging provisions. The bill provides for notice and a
public hearing prior to the adoption of such ordinance and
specifies that all landlords who are under the ordinance may be
required to give at least two months' written notice of a rent
increase and cannot increase the rent by more than the local-
ity's calculated allowance, described in the bill as the maxi-
mum amount a landlord can increase a tenant's rent during any
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12-month period, in effect at the time of the increase. The bill
sets such allowance as equal to the annual increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index or seven percent, whichever is less, states
that such allowance is effective for a 12-month period begin-
ning July 1 each year, and requires the locality to publish such
allowance on its website by June 1 of each year. Certain facili-
ties, as outlined in the bill, are exempt from such ordinance.
The bill also allows a locality to establish an anti-rent gouging
board that will develop and implement rules and procedures by
which landlords may apply for and be granted exemptions
from the rent increase limits set by the ordinance. Finally, the
bill provides that a locality may establish a civil penalty for
failure to comply with the requirements set out in the ordi-
nance.

Patron - Clark

C HB725 Counties, cities and towns; powers of
local government; conveyance of real property; public
hearing requirement. Adds to the list of exemptions from the
requirement imposed upon localities to hold a public hearing
prior to the disposition of real property owned by such locality
the conveyance of any utility easement necessary to provide
utilities to residential properties adjacent to property owned by
the locality. Current law only excludes from such public hear-
ing requirement (i) the leasing of real property to another pub-
lic body, political subdivision, or authority and (ii) the
conveyance of site development or utility easements related to
transportation projects across public property.

Patron - Webert

C HB878 Ppurchase of development rights for
affordable housing. Permits any local government to purchase
development rights or accept the donation of development
rights in an effort to preserve and provide affordable housing.
The bill grants local governments the powers necessary to
carry out the purchase of such development rights. The bill
prohibits the conversion or diversion of such affordable hous-
ing once the development rights are purchased unless the local
government determines that such diversion is essential to the
development and growth of the locality and in accordance with
the locality's comprehensive plan.

Patron - Bulova

C HB900 Zoning; development and use of acces-
sory dwelling units. Requires a locality to include in its zon-
ing ordinances for single-family residential zoning districts
accessory dwelling units, or ADUs, as defined in the bill, as a
permitted accessory use. The bill requires a person to seek a
permit for an ADU from the locality, requires the locality to
issue such permit if the person meets certain requirements enu-
merated in the bill, and restricts the fee for such permit to $100
or less. The bill prohibits the locality from requiring (i) dedi-
cated parking for the ADU; (ii) lot sizes or setbacks for the
ADU greater than that of the primary dwelling; (iii) consan-
guinity or affinity between the occupants of the ADU and the
primary dwelling; and (iv) redundant water, sewer, or septic
capacity for the ADU. The bill has a delayed effective date of
January 1, 2025.

Patron - Srinivasan

C HB952 c-pace loans; residential dwellings
and condominiums. Removes an exclusion for residential
dwellings with fewer than five dwelling units and condo-
minium projects from certain requirements related to a volun-
tary special assessment lien that secures a loan for the initial
acquisition and installation of clean energy, resiliency, or
stormwater management improvements.

Patron - Lopez

C HB1054 maintenance of vegetative growth on
certain property. Provides that a locality may require the
owner of property that (i) was formerly used as a golf course
but where such use has been discontinued and (ii) abuts an area
zoned for residential purposes to maintain the vegetative
growth on the former golf course property in a manner that (a)
prevents such property from becoming a detriment to the
health, safety, or welfare of the residents of the abutting resi-
dential area and (b) does not change the character of the former
golf course property so as to be incompatible with the sur-
rounding residential area. The bill further provides that when-
ever the locality deems it necessary, after reasonable notice as
determined by the locality, the locality may have its agents or
employees cut or maintain the vegetative growth, in which
event the cost and expenses thereof shall be chargeable to and
paid by the owner of such property and may be collected by the
locality as taxes are collected. An enactment clause states that
the provisions of the bill are declarative of existing law.

Patron - Knight

C HB1070 southwest Regional Recreation

Authority; powers. Provides for the Attorney General to pro-
vide legal services in civil matters upon the request of the exec-
utive director or board of directors of the Southwest Regional
Recreation Authority. The bill also provides for the board of
the Authority to adopt policies for the procurement of goods
and services and requires such policies to incorporate certain
provisions of the Virginia Public Procurement Act. In addition,
the bill (i) makes the provisions of the Virginia Personnel Act
and the policies of the Department of Human Resource Man-
agement applicable to employees of the Authority, (ii) autho-
rizes the Director of the Department of General Services to
lease vehicles and construction and forestry equipment to the
Authority, and (iii) authorizes the Commissioner of Highways
to lease construction or forestry vehicles to the Authority.

Patron - Morefield

C HB1093 unfunded mandates; delay of imple-
mentation. Allows a county, city, or town, in its discretion, to
delay implementing an unfunded mandate until the next fiscal
year after the fiscal year in which any unfunded mandate
became effective. The locality shall do so by ordinance that
states with specificity the unfunded mandate that the locality
seeks to delay implementing and the date on which the
unfunded mandate shall become effective after the delay. The
bill defines "unfunded mandate" as an act that imposes on a
locality the responsibility of providing funding for new pro-
grams or increased levels of service under existing programs
and for which the Commonwealth does not provide sufficient
funding to cover the required costs of such new programs or
increased services, whether by appropriation or other means.

Patron - Oates

C HB1122 Aaffordable housing: City of Rich-
mond. Adds the City of Richmond to the list of localities with

authority to provide for an affordable housing dwelling unit
program.

Patron - Carr

C HB1225 County manager plan of govern-

ment; powers. Broadens several powers available to counties
that have adopted the county manager plan of government by
giving such counties the option of following general law rather
than the provisions specified in this optional form of county
government. The bill also allows for the direct election of the
board chairman if approved by referendum, rather than having
the board chairman chosen by other members of the county
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board. Currently, only Arlington County has adopted the
county manager plan of government.
Patron - Hope

C HB1253 Affordable dwelling unit ordinances;
accessible units. Provides that any locality that has adopted an
affordable dwelling unit ordinance may require under such
ordinance that a set percentage of the units built by a developer
are compliant with the appropriate requirements of the Ameri-
can National Standards for Building and Facilities for Type A
units or with any other standards adopted as part of regulations
promulgated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development providing accessibility and usability for persons
with a physical disability.

Patron - McClure

C HB1310 Zoning; civil penalties; commercial

uses. Allows enhanced civil penalties for zoning violations
involving nonpermitted commercial uses. The bill also requires
that for any violation involving nonpermitted commercial uses,
a person who admits liability shall be required to abate or rem-
edy the nonpermitted commercial use violation within a period
of time specified by the locality that is no less than 30 days but
no more than 24 months from the date of admission of liability.
Patron - Clark

C SB136 Pronhibition on certain local govern-
ment appointments. Prohibits a local governing body from
appointing a spouse, child, stepchild, parent, stepparent, or
grandparent of a governing body member as a member of any
local government board, committee, or commission or as a
member of a board of directors of a not-for-profit organization
that receives funding from the locality.

Patron - Head

C SB163 southwest Regional Recreation Author-
ity; powers. Provides for the Attorney General to provide legal
services in civil matters upon the request of the executive
director or board of directors of the Southwest Regional Recre-
ation Authority. The bill also provides for the board of the
Authority to adopt policies for the procurement of goods and
services and requires such policies to incorporate certain provi-
sions of the Virginia Public Procurement Act. In addition, the
bill (i) makes the provisions of the Virginia Personnel Act and
the policies of the Department of Human Resource Manage-
ment applicable to employees of the Authority and (ii) autho-
rizes the Director of the Department of General Services to
lease vehicles and construction and forestry equipment to the
Authority.

Patron - Hackworth

C SB171 Zoning; civil penalties; commercial
uses. Allows enhanced civil penalties for zoning violations
involving nonpermitted commercial uses. The bill also requires
that for any violation involving nonpermitted commercial uses,
a person who admits liability shall be required to abate or rem-
edy the nonpermitted commercial use violation within a period
of time specified by the locality that is no less than 30 days but
no more than 24 months from the date of admission of liability.
Patron - Craig

C SB200 Advertisement of legal notices; website.
Allows a locality to advertise legal notices on the locality's
website instead of, or in addition to, publishing such notices in
a newspaper having general circulation in the locality.

Patron - Diggs

C SB284 Siting of data centers; impacts on
resources and historically significant sites. Provides that any
local government land use application required for the siting of

a data center shall only be approved in areas where the data
center will (i) have a minimal impact on historic, agricultural,
and cultural resources and (ii) not be within one mile of a
national park, state park, or other historically significant site.

Patron - Roem

C SB285 Siting of data centers; site assessment.
Requires a locality, prior to any approval for the siting of a data
center, to require disclosure of water and power usage at full
build-out and perform a site assessment to examine the effect
of the data center on water usage, the regional electric grid, and
carbon emissions as well as any impacts on agricultural, his-
toric, and cultural resources within the locality.

Patron - Roem

C SB304 Zoning; development and use of acces-
sory dwelling units. Requires a locality to include in its zon-
ing ordinances for residential zoning districts accessory
dwelling units, or ADUs, as defined in the bill, as a permitted
accessory use. The bill requires a person to seek a permit for an
ADU from the locality, requires the locality to issue such per-
mit if the person meets certain requirements enumerated in the
bill, and restricts the fee for such permit to $250 or less. The
bill prohibits the locality from requiring rear or side setbacks
for the ADU greater than that of the primary dwelling or con-
sanguinity or affinity between the occupants of the ADU and
the primary dwelling. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2025.

Patron - Salim

C SB305 Local prohibition or regulation of gas-
powered leaf blowers; civil penalty. Provides that any local-
ity may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the use of gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers. The bill provides that the ordinance may
include provisions for a civil penalty and that the funds from
such civil penalties may be used by the locality to assist with
the purchase of nonprohibited leaf blowers by residents and
local businesses.

Patron - Salim

C SB371 Planning districts; King George

County. Moves King George County from Planning District
16 (George Washington Regional Commission) to Planning
District 17 (Northern Neck Planning District Commission).
The bill requires the Department of Housing and Community
Development to assist with this transition.

Patron - Stuart

C SB430 Rresidential development in certain
areas; affordable housing. Provides that any type of residen-
tial use that is permitted in a locality shall be considered a con-
forming residential use on any parcel other than parcels zoned
for (i) agriculture, (ii) conservation, or (iii) a different residen-
tial use. The bill states that no local ordinance shall require that
a special exception, special use, or conditional use permit be
obtained for a conforming residential use and that rights under
existing zoning shall be considered vested pursuant to existing
vesting provisions. The bill further provides that any residen-
tial development pursuant to the authority granted in the bill
shall dedicate a minimum of 10 percent of the total number of
housing units to housing affordable to households making at or
below 120 percent of the area median income.

Patron - VanValkenburg

C SB612 Reduction of local law enforcement
budget prohibited; exception. Provides that no local govern-
ing body shall approve a budget that will reduce the total funds
appropriated for local law-enforcement purposes from the pre-
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ceding fiscal year except by unanimous vote of all members
elected to the governing body.
Patron - McGuire

C SB697 solarand energy facilities; local regula-
tion. Prohibits a locality from including in an ordinance (i)
limits on the total amount, density, or size of any ground-
mounted solar facility or energy storage facility until such time
that the total area under panels within the locality exceeds four
percent of the total area within the locality or (ii) any prohibi-
tions on the use of solar panels that comply with generally
accepted national environmental protection and product safety
standards, provided that such installation is in compliance with
any provisions of a local ordinance that establishes criteria and
requirements for siting.

Patron - VanValkenburg

C SB721 Local government actions related to
comprehensive plans, local planning commissions, subdivi-
sion plats and site plans, and zoning ordinances; approval
process. Makes several changes to local government land use
approval processes, including (i) prohibiting use of the com-
prehensive plan as the basis, in whole or in part, for the disap-
proval of a site plan that is otherwise in conformity with duly
adopted standards, ordinances, and statutes and (ii) allowing
automatic approval of certain land use applications rather than
a right to petition the circuit court, as provided under current
law, if a locality does not approve or disapprove the application
within the required timeframe. The bill also reduces from 12
months to four months the time within which a locality must
initially act upon certain proposed zoning ordinance amend-
ments and requires a locality to act on all such proposed
amendments to the zoning ordinance or map that it has previ-
ously disapproved within 45 days after an amended proposal
has been resubmitted for approval.

Patron - Mulchi

Courts Not of Record

Passed

P HB172 Family or household member; defini-
tion; penalty. Adds to the definition of family or household
member, for the purposes of definitions relating to juvenile and
domestic relations district courts and multiple criminal and
procedural statutes, an individual who is a legal custodian of a
juvenile.

Patron - Hope

P HB266 custodial interrogation of a child; fail-
ure to comply with section; inadmissibility of statement.
Provides that if a law-enforcement officer knowingly fails to
comply with existing law regarding parental notification and
contact prior to a custodial interrogation of a child, any state-
ments made by such child shall be inadmissible in any delin-
quency proceeding or criminal proceeding against such child,
unless the attorney for the Commonwealth proves by a prepon-
derance of the evidence that the statement was made know-
ingly, intelligently, and voluntarily.

Patron - Watts

P HB268 Juveniles; evidence of trafficking, sex-
ual abuse, or rape by the alleged victim prior to or during
the commission of the alleged offense; treatment and reha-
bilitation. Requires a juvenile and domestic relations district
court, when determining whether to retain jurisdiction of a
juvenile defendant during a transfer hearing, to consider any

evidence that such juvenile was a victim of felonious sexual
assault or trafficking by the alleged victim prior to or during
the commission of the alleged offense and that such alleged
offense was a direct result of the juvenile being a victim of
such felonious sexual assault or trafficking. The bill also
requires that a study and report prior to a transfer hearing
include any relevant information supporting an allegation that
such juvenile was a victim of felonious sexual assault or traf-
ficking by the alleged victim. The bill also creates a procedure
for a juvenile to present such evidence in mandatory transfer
cases that under current law require the juvenile and domestic
relations district court to transfer the case to the circuit court
and provides that upon a finding that the alleged offense was a
direct result of the juvenile being a victim of such felonious
sexual assault or trafficking, the juvenile and domestic rela-
tions district court can instead conduct a transfer hearing to
determine whether to keep the case in juvenile court. The bill
also creates a similar procedure allowing a juvenile to present
such evidence in certain cases where current law requires the
juvenile and domestic relations district court to transfer the
case to circuit court if the attorney for the Commonwealth
gives notice of an intent to proceed with such transfer. Also, in
juvenile cases that are tried in circuit court, the bill allows the
court to set aside a guilty verdict and instead render the juve-
nile delinquent if prior to the final order or within 21 days of
such order, the court receives evidence that the juvenile was a
victim of such felonious sexual assault or trafficking. Lastly,
the bill states that it is the intent of the General Assembly that
these juveniles be viewed as victims and provided treatment
and services in the juvenile system.

Patron - Watts

P HB294 protective order in case of family
abuse; termination of temporary order of child support.
Provides that when a court includes a temporary child support
order with the issuance of a protective order in the case of fam-
ily abuse, such temporary child support order shall terminate
when a court determines child support in a subsequent pro-
ceeding or when the protective order expires, whichever occurs
first. Current law requires that such temporary child support
order terminate only after a court determines child support in a
subsequent proceeding. This bill is a recommendation of the
Judicial Council of Virginia and the Committee on District
Courts.

Patron - Ballard

P HB431 rro tempore judicial appointments;
criminal background checks; financial disclosure. Requires
that prior to an appointment as a pro tempore judge, a person
submit his fingerprints for a national and Virginia criminal his-
tory record search, submit to a search of the central registry
maintained by the Department of Social Services for founded
complaints of child abuse and neglect, and provide a written
statement of economic interests. The bill prohibits any person
with a criminal felony conviction from being appointed as a
pro tempore judge.

Patron - Arnold

P HB 772 parental admission of minors for inpa-
tient treatment. Clarifies that for the purposes of admission of
a minor to a willing mental health facility for inpatient treat-
ment, the finding required to be made by a qualified evaluator
that the minor appears to have a mental illness serious enough
to warrant inpatient treatment may include a finding of sub-
stance abuse and such inpatient treatment may be related to
such mental illness, which may include substance abuse. The
bill also specifies that a temporary detention order shall not be
required for a minor 14 years of age or older who objects to
admission to be admitted to a willing facility upon the applica-
tion of a parent. As introduced, this bill was a recommendation
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of the Virginia Commission on Youth. This bill is identical to
SB 460.
Patron - Delaney

P HB803 Expungement of juvenile court records.
Provides that if a juvenile was adjudicated delinquent of a
delinquent act that would be a felony if committed by an adult,
other than certain felony offenses specified in the bill commit-
ted when such juvenile was 14 years of age or older, the court
records shall be destroyed when the juvenile has attained the
age of 29. The bill provides that if a juvenile was adjudicated
delinquent of one of the felony offenses specified in the bill
committed when such juvenile was 14 years of age or older, the
court records shall be retained. Under current law, the court
records shall be retained in all instances when a juvenile was
found guilty of a delinquent act that would be a felony if com-
mitted by an adult. The bill directs the clerk of the juvenile and
domestic relations district court to expunge all records pursu-
ant to the bill by July 1, 2027. This bill was vetoed by the Gov-
ernor.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB893 standards for attorneys appointed to
represent parents or guardians; child dependency cases;
compensation; multidisciplinary law offices or programs;
report. Requires the Judicial Council of Virginia, in conjunc-
tion with the Virginia State Bar, beginning July 1, 2026, to
adopt standards for the qualification and performance of attor-
neys appointed to represent a parent or guardian of a child
when such child is the subject of a child dependency case, as
defined in the bill. The bill also requires the Judicial Council of
Virginia, beginning July 1, 2026, to maintain a list of attorneys
admitted to practice law in Virginia who are qualified to be
appointed to represent indigent parents involved in a child
dependency case. Prior to July 1, 2026, counsel must be
appointed from the list of attorneys qualified to serve as guard-
ians ad litem. The bill provides that beginning January 1, 2025,
court-appointed counsel for a parent, guardian, or other adult in
a child dependency case will be compensated in an amount no
greater than $330, or in a case for the termination of residual
parental rights, $680.

The bill authorizes the establishment of up to two multidisci-
plinary law offices or programs in localities, jurisdictions, or
judicial districts that affirm they have met specified criteria for
the purpose of representing parents in a child dependency court
proceeding or in a child protective services assessment or
investigation prior to such proceeding. During any calendar
year that such an office or program is in effect for at least six
months, the office or program must submit a report on program
outcomes, expenses, recommendations, and other pertinent
information to the Office of the Children's Ombudsman and the
Chairmen of the House Committees for Courts of Justice and
on Health and Human Services and Appropriations and the
Senate Committees for Courts of Justice and on Education and
Health and Finance and Appropriations by November 1.

Patron - McClure

P HB934 smali claims court; representation of
certain entities. Adds limited liability companies and other
legal or commercial entities to those parties that may have rep-
resentation by an owner, a general partner, an officer, a mem-
ber, or an employee of such company or entity in small claims
court. This bill is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Con-
ference.

Patron - LeVere Bolling

P HB 1264 Juvenile fines, costs, and fees; traffic

infractions; judicial discretion. Provides that any court costs,
fines, and fees assessed to a juvenile or his parent or guardian
in circuit court and juvenile and domestic relations district

court related to prosecutions of traffic infractions are discre-
tionary. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Shin

P HB1420 Juveniles; adjudication of delin-

guency. Specifies that a delinquent child is a child 11 years of
age or older who has committed a delinquent act. Currently,
there is no minimum age for a child to be adjudicated delin-
quent. The bill provides that if a juvenile younger than 11 years
of age is found to have committed a delinquent act, the juvenile
shall not be proceeded upon as delinquent; however, the court
may make any orders of disposition authorized for a child in
need of services or a child in need of supervision. The bill
includes in the definition of "child in need of services" a child
younger than 11 years of age who has committed a delinquent
act.

Finally, the bill includes in the offense of causing or encourag-
ing acts rendering children delinquent, abused, etc., any person
18 years of age or older, including the parent of any child, who
willfully contributes to, encourages, or causes any act, omis-
sion, or condition that causes a child younger than 11 years of
age to commit a delinquent act. Under current law, any person
who commits such offense is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
This bill is identical to SB 23. This bill was vetoed by the Gov-
ernor.

Patron - Watts

P SB23 Juveniles; adjudication of delinquency.
Specifies that a delinquent child is a child 11 years of age or
older who has committed a delinquent act. Currently, there is
no minimum age for a child to be adjudicated delinquent. The
bill provides that if a juvenile younger than 11 years of age is
found to have committed a delinquent act, the juvenile shall
not be proceeded upon as delinquent; however, the court may
make any orders of disposition authorized for a child in need of
services or a child in need of supervision. The bill includes in
the definition of "child in need of services" a child younger
than 11 years of age who has committed a delinquent act.
Finally, the bill includes in the offense of causing or encourag-
ing acts rendering children delinquent, abused, etc., any person
18 years of age or older, including the parent of any child, who
willfully contributes to, encourages, or causes any act, omis-
sion, or condition that causes a child younger than 11 years of
age to commit a delinquent act. Under current law, any person
who commits such offense is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
This bill is identical to HB 1420. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Locke

P SB236 Requests for reports of aggregated, non-
confidential case data; academic research. Allows a full-
time faculty member of a baccalaureate public institution of
higher education in the Commonwealth to request for the pur-
poses of academic research, provided that such academic
research has been approved through such public institution's
institutional review board, a report for aggregated, nonconfi-
dential case data for garnishment, unlawful detainer, and war-
rant in debt actions in a general district court. The bill provides
that such report may include street addresses and the amount of
money claimed in the action. The bill also requires any faculty
member requesting the data to take all steps necessary to pro-
tect the privacy and security of such data and that such data
shall not be subject to the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hashmi

P SB398 protective orders; respondent to notify
court of change of address. Requires the respondent against
whom a protective order has been issued to notify the court in
writing within seven days of any change of residence while
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such order is in effect, provided that such order has been prop-
erly served upon the respondent. In a proceeding involving a
preliminary protective order, the bill provides that the court
may require the respondent to notify the court in writing within
seven days of any change of residence while such preliminary
protective order is in effect. The bill also provides that any fail-
ure of a respondent to make such required notification shall be
punishable by contempt.

Patron - Perry

P SB460 parental admission of minors for inpa-
tient treatment. Clarifies that for the purposes of admission of
a minor to a willing mental health facility for inpatient treat-
ment, the finding required to be made by a qualified evaluator
that the minor appears to have a mental illness serious enough
to warrant inpatient treatment may include a finding of sub-
stance abuse and such inpatient treatment may be related to
such mental illness, which may include substance abuse. The
bill also specifies that a temporary detention order shall not be
required for a minor 14 years of age or older who objects to
admission to be admitted to a willing facility upon the applica-
tion of a parent. As introduced, this bill was a recommendation
of the Virginia Commission on Youth. This bill is identical to
HB 772.

Patron - Marsden

Failed

I HB244 protective order in case of family
abuse; parents; minors. Prohibits the parent of a minor from
filing a petition for a family abuse protective order against such
minor, provided that the minor has not otherwise been emanci-
pated pursuant to law.

Patron - Martinez

I HB295 Pprotective order in case of family
abuse; parents; minors. Prohibits the parent of a minor from
filing a petition for a family abuse protective order against such
minor, or from filing as next friend on behalf of his minor child
against another of his minor children, provided that the minor
has not otherwise been emancipated pursuant to law.

Patron - Martinez

— HB470 retition for child in need of services or
in need of supervision. Authorizes a guardian ad litem repre-
senting a child to file a petition for such child alleging he is in
need of services or in need of supervision. The bill also pro-
vides that if an intake officer refuses to file a petition alleging
that a child is in need of services or in need of supervision
when such petition is sought by the parent or legal guardian of
such child, he shall provide a written explanation that details
the reasons for such refusal and shall provide information to
such parent or legal guardian regarding any agency other than
the court that can provide services for such child.

Patron - Martinez

 HBG635 Juveniles; confidentiality of Depart-
ment records; law-enforcement access; victim notification.
Provides access to confidential Department of Juvenile Justice
records to (i) any full-time or part-time employee of the
Department of State Police or of a police department or sher-
iff's office that is a part of or administered by the Common-
wealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is
responsible for the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or motor
vehicle laws of the Commonwealth having a need for juvenile
offense history or identifying information of a juvenile and his
family members, including juvenile names, parent or guardian
names, addresses, dates of birth, photographs, and phone num-
bers, and (ii) with the exception of medical, psychiatric, and

psychological records and reports, any victim, as defined in
existing law, when release of the confidential information is
only to notify such victim of a juvenile's release from the cus-
tody of a local or regional juvenile detention center, commu-
nity group home, residential care facility, mental health facility,
secure alternative placement, or commitment to the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice for any offense such juvenile commit-
ted against such victim. This bill contains technical
amendments.

Patron - Obenshain

I HB717 maximum number of judges in each
judicial district. Increases from five to six the maximum num-
ber of authorized juvenile and domestic relations district court
judges in the Thirty-first Judicial District. This bill is a recom-
mendation of the Committee on District Courts and is incorpo-
rated into HB 310.

Patron - Torian

— HB835 Juvenile and domestic relations district
courts; appointment of counsel or guardian ad litem;
removal or appeal. Specifies that any attorney appointed to
represent a child or parent, guardian, or other adult at a hearing
in the juvenile and domestic relations district court shall con-
tinue representation upon removal or appeal to the circuit court
and upon the juvenile and domestic relations court being
divested of the right to enter any further decrees or orders to
determine custody, guardianship, visitation, or support. Under
current law, such continued representation is discretionary
upon appeal to the circuit court.

Patron - Cousins

 HB1017 Discharge plans; portions provided to
division superintendents in certain circumstances. Provides
that prior to the discharge of any minor or individual who has
been admitted to inpatient treatment and is a student at a public
elementary or secondary school, if the facility deems that the
discharge of such minor poses a threat of violence or physical
harm to self or others, only portions of the discharge plan
related to the threat of violence or physical harm shall be pro-
vided to the division superintendent upon the completion of the
discharge plan.
Patron - Wilt

|: H81123 Maximum number of authorized

judgeships in each judicial district. Increases from six to
seven the number of authorized general district court judge-
ships and increases from five to seven the number of autho-
rized juvenile and domestic relations district court judgeships
in the Thirteenth Judicial District.

Patron - Carr

I HB1144 cniidren alleged to be abused or

neglected; preliminary removal hearing; appointment of
counsel for parent of such child. Provides that at a prelimi-
nary removal hearing in cases in which a child is alleged to
have been abused or neglected, the court shall appoint an attor-
ney-at-law to represent such child's parent, guardian, or other
adult standing in loco parentis if the court determines that such
parent, guardian, or other adult standing in loco parentis is
indigent, unless he has waived his right to representation or
otherwise employed counsel. Under current law, any such
appointment is made at an adjudicatory hearing on such
removal after a preliminary removal order is issued.

Patron - Cordoza

 SB208 Juveniles; confidentiality of Depart-
ment records; law-enforcement access; victim notification.
Provides access to confidential Department of Juvenile Justice
records to (i) any full-time or part-time employee of the
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Department of State Police or of a police department or sher-
iff's office that is a part of or administered by the Common-
wealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is
responsible for the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or motor
vehicle laws of the Commonwealth having a need for juvenile
offense history or identifying information of a juvenile and his
family members, including juvenile names, parent or guardian
names, addresses, dates of birth, photographs, and phone num-
bers, and (ii) with the exception of medical, psychiatric, and
psychological records and reports, any victim, as defined in
existing law, when release of the confidential information is
only to notify such victim of a juvenile's release from the cus-
tody of a local or regional juvenile detention center, commu-
nity group home, residential care facility, mental health facility,
secure alternative placement, or commitment to the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice for any offense such juvenile commit-
ted against such victim. This bill contains technical
amendments.

Patron - Diggs

— SB438 Jjuvenile detention home, group home,
and residential care facility commissions; membership.
Requires that members and alternate members of juvenile
detention home, group home, or other residential care facility
commissions have a background in law enforcement or correc-
tions.

Patron - Suetterlein

— SB444 school boards; placement in alternative
education programs; disclosure of certain information in
delinquency cases. Authorizes a court in which a disposition
is entered or deferred in any proceeding where a student is
charged with an offense that, pursuant to relevant law, is
required to be disclosed to the superintendent of the school
division in which the student is enrolled to, upon written
request of any such division superintendent, provide a copy of
the court order ordering any conditions upon such disposition
or deferred disposition to such superintendent. The bill also
provides that the division superintendent may, for any student
charged with such offense and who is required to attend an
alternative education program, request from the court, upon a
showing of good cause, additional information that may be rel-
evant to such student's placement in an alternative education
program, including conditions that may have not been speci-
fied in the court order.

Patron - Durant

I SB502 petitions in juvenile and domestic rela-
tions district court; parents; minors. Prohibits the parent of a
minor residing in the same home as such parent from filing a
petition for a family abuse protective order against such minor,
provided that the minor has not otherwise been emancipated
pursuant to law. The bill also authorizes the parent, guardian,
or other person standing in loco parentis of a minor to file a
petition for a child in need of services or in need of supervision
with the clerk of the juvenile and domestic relations district
court if an intake officer refuses to file such petition. Under
current law, the decision by an intake officer to file such peti-
tion is final.

Patron - Surovell

I SB686 maximum number of judges in each
judicial district. Increases from five to six the maximum num-
ber of authorized juvenile and domestic relations district court
judges in the Thirty-first Judicial District. This bill is a recom-
mendation of the Committee on District Courts and is incorpo-
rated into SB 710.

Patron - McPike

Carried Over

C HB765 Termination of parental rights; sexual
abuse; clear and convincing standard; petition filed by
other parent. Allows a parent to file a petition to terminate the
parental rights of the other parent if the circumstances giving
rise to such a petition allege that such parent engaged in con-
duct prohibited by relevant law relating to sexual abuse,
whether or not the parent has been charged with or convicted
of the alleged violation, and the child was conceived of such
conduct.

The bill further requires the court to issue an order terminating
the parental rights of a parent upon a finding, based on clear
and convincing evidence, that (i) such parent engaged in the
conduct prohibited by relevant law relating to sexual abuse,
whether or not the parent has been charged with or convicted
of the alleged violation, and the child was conceived of such
conduct and (ii) termination of the parental rights of such par-
ent is in the best interests of the child. The bill specifies that, if
such parent is found by clear and convincing evidence to have
engaged in the prohibited conduct resulting in the conception
of such child, there shall be a rebuttable presumption that ter-
mination is in the best interest of the child, but no presumption
shall be made by the court that one parent alone is contrary to
the best interests of the child.

Patron - Delaney

C HB837 Recording of proceedings in district
courts; juvenile and domestic relations district court.
Allows an audio recording of proceedings in a juvenile and
domestic relations district court to be made by a party or his
counsel.

Patron - Cousins

C HB1263 Abolition of juvenile fines and fees;

criminal offenses. Abolishes court costs, fines, and fees
assessed to a juvenile or his parent or other persons responsible
for his care in circuit court and juvenile and domestic relations
district court related to prosecutions of criminal offenses.
Patron - Shin

C HB1385 school boards; placement in alterna-

tive education programs; disclosure of certain information
in delinquency cases. Requires the clerk of any court in which
a disposition is entered or deferred in any proceeding where a
student is charged with an offense that, pursuant to relevant
law, is required to be disclosed to the superintendent of the
school division in which the student is enrolled to, upon
request of any such division superintendent, provide additional
information that may be relevant to such student's placement in
an alternative education program, including the circumstances
surrounding the disposition or deferred disposition and any
conditions ordered in relation to a deferred disposition. If the
student is not enrolled in school at the time the disposition is
entered or deferred, the clerk is required to send the additional
information to the division superintendent of the school in
which he was enrolled at the time of the offense, upon request
of such division superintendent.

Patron - Milde

C HB1492 office of the Executive Secretary of
the Supreme Court of Virginia; work group to study
trauma-informed training and education; report. Directs
the Office of the Executive Secretary to convene a work group
to make recommendations on the development, adoption, and
implementation of trauma-informed training and education for
judges, magistrates, and court personnel. The bill requires the
work group to submit its recommendations by December 1,
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2024, to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Committees for
Courts of Justice.
Patron - Cousins

C SB481 abolition of juvenile fines and fees;
criminal offenses. Abolishes court costs, fines, and fees
assessed to a juvenile or his parent or other persons responsible
for his care in circuit court and juvenile and domestic relations
district court related to prosecutions of criminal offenses.
Patron - Aird

C SB482 Expungement and sealing of juvenile
court records. Provides for the sealing of juvenile court
records in those instances where a juvenile was found guilty of
a delinquent act that would be a felony if committed by an
adult and such juvenile has attained the age of 18 years and
three years have elapsed since the date of the last hearing in the
case of such juvenile. Under current law, such records are open
to the public. The bill also provides that any juvenile court
records that may be expunged shall be expunged when the
juvenile who is the subject of the records has attained the age
of 18 years and three years have elapsed since the date of the
last hearing in the case of such juvenile. Under current law,
such juvenile shall have attained the age of 19 years and five
years shall have elapsed since the date of the last hearing in the
case of such juvenile.

Patron - Aird

C SB575 Discharge plans; copies to public ele-
mentary and secondary schools. Provides that, prior to the
discharge of any minor admitted to inpatient treatment (i) who
is a student at a public elementary or secondary school and (ii)
for whom the facility deems (a) such discharge poses a threat
of violence or physical harm to self and others or (b) additional
educational services are needed, such facility is required to
provide to the school's mental health professional or school
counselor the portions of such discharge plan relevant to the
threat of violence or harm or the necessary additional educa-
tional services. The bill requires such facility to, prior to pro-
viding any such portions of any minor's discharge plan, provide
to the parent of such minor student reasonable notice of the
types of information that would be included in any portions of
the discharge plan being provided and of the parent's right to,
upon written request, refuse the provision of any such informa-
tion.

Patron - Obenshain

Courts of Record

Passed

P HB243 sudicial Inquiry and Review Commis-
sion; availability of complaint forms in courthouses.
Requires that paper copies of any standardized form developed
and utilized by the Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission or
by the Department of Magistrate Services in the Office of the
Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia for the
filing of a complaint be made available to the public in the
clerk’s office in all state courts of the Commonwealth. The bill
also requires that a sign be posted in all such courts, in a loca-
tion accessible to the public, that notes the availability and
location of such forms. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Martinez

P HB310 maximum number of judges in each
judicial district and circuit. Increases by one the maximum
number of authorized juvenile and domestic relations district

court judges in the Twentieth and Thirty-first Judicial Districts.
The bill also increases by one the maximum number of autho-
rized circuit court judges in the First, Ninth, Fifteenth, and
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuits. This bill is a recommendation
of the Committee on District Courts and the Judicial Council of
Virginia. This bill incorporates HB 154 and HB 717 and is
identical to SB 710.

Patron - Hope

P HB653 Adoption of initial discretionary sen-
tencing guideline midpoints; violent felony offenses.
Removes certain felony offenses from the list of violent felony
offenses for the adoption of initial discretionary sentencing
guideline midpoints. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.

Patron - Coyner

P HB1249 Security for costs; suit or action by

nonresident. Provides that in any plaintiff's suit or action by a
nonresident of the Commonwealth, including a counterclaim
plaintiff, cross-claim plaintiff, or third-party plaintiff, the court
may order upon a motion made by a party to such suit or action
and for good cause shown that such plaintiff must post security,
in an amount not exceeding $250, within 60 days of entry of
such order. As introduced, this bill was a recommendation of
the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Patron - Williams

P HB1396 Days of operation of clerks' offices;
clerks' authority to close office. Allows the clerk of the cir-
cuit court of any county or city to close the clerk's office on (i)
Christmas Eve; (ii) any day or portion of a day that the Gover-
nor declares as a holiday for state employees; and (iii) any day
or portion of a day on which the Governor, Supreme Court, or
Judicial Council authorizes state offices to be closed. Under
current law, the clerk may only close the clerk's office once a
judge authorizes such clerk to do so in these circumstances.
This bill is identical to SB 736.

Patron - Hope

P SB509 court of Appeals; appeal of interlocu-
tory orders. Provides that certain interlocutory orders shall not
be appealable to the Court of Appeals unless the circuit court
grants a party's motion to certify such order for interlocutory
appeal.

Patron - Surovell

P SB710 maximum number of judges in each
judicial district and circuit. Increases by one the maximum
number of authorized juvenile and domestic relations district
court judges in the Twentieth and Thirty-first Judicial Districts.
The bill also increases by one the maximum number of autho-
rized circuit court judges in the First, Ninth, Fifteenth, and
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuits. This bill is a recommendation
of the Committee on District Courts and the Judicial Council of
Virginia. This bill incorporates SB 686 and is identical to HB
310.

Patron - Deeds

P SB736 Days of operation of clerks' offices;
clerks' authority to close office. Allows the clerk of the cir-
cuit court of any county or city to close the clerk's office on (i)
Christmas Eve; (ii) any day or portion of a day that the Gover-
nor declares as a holiday for state employees; and (iii) any day
or portion of a day on which the Governor, Supreme Court, or
Judicial Council authorizes state offices to be closed. Under
current law, the clerk may only close the clerk's office once a
judge authorizes such clerk to do so in these circumstances.
This bill is identical to HB 1396.

Patron - McDougle


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB481
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB482
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB575
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB243
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB310
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB653
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1249
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1396
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB509
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB710
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB736

Crimes and Offenses Generally

2024 Session Summary

Failed

F HB154 maximum number of judges in each
judicial circuit. Increases from four to five the maximum
number of authorized circuit court judges in the Ninth Judicial
Circuit. This bill is a recommendation of the Judicial Council
of Virginia and is incorporated into HB 310.

Patron - Green

 HB379 Sentencing guidelines; violent felony
offenses; purchasing or selling of minors. Adds the crime of
purchasing or selling of minors to the list of violent felony
offenses.
Patron - Cherry

F HB414 Land records; recording and indexing
fees. Provides that no clerk of a circuit court shall assess sepa-
rate recording and indexing fees for one document that con-
tains two or more instruments that may serve independent legal
purposes, including a record of a mortgage as a financing state-
ment, unless the person presenting such document or instru-
ments requests that such document or instruments be recorded
and indexed in more than a single instance. The bill also pro-
vides that no recordation tax shall be required of a quitclaim
deed between a grantor and grantee when no consideration has
passed between the parties, provided that such quitclaim deed
shows on its face that no consideration has passed.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

 HB1228 Virginia Criminal Sentencing Com-
mission; court records; online access to case management
systems. Provides that if a clerk of the circuit court provides
secure remote access to nonconfidential court records, the clerk
shall, by a signed agreement with the Director of the Virginia
Criminal Sentencing Commission, provide secure remote
access to such records to staff of the Commission. The bill clar-
ifies that a clerk is not prohibited from providing online access
to a case management system to any person designated by law
to prepare sentencing guidelines.
The bill also requires the clerk of each circuit court to provide
online access to a case management system that may include
abstracts of case filings and proceedings in the circuit courts to
the Commission for purposes related to the preparation of sen-
tencing guidelines. The bill requires the Commission to ensure
the confidentiality and security of the information obtained
through such online access and prohibits the Commission from
publishing personal or case identifying information. This bill is
a recommendation of the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Com-
mission.
Patron - Hope

 HB1343 civil jurisdiction of general district

courts and circuit courts; transfer. Provides that while a mat-
ter is pending in general district court, upon motion of either
the plaintiff or defendant seeking to increase the amount of the
claim, the court is required to order a transfer to circuit court
without requiring that the case first be dismissed or that the
plaintiff suffer a nonsuit. Similarly, the bill provides that while
a matter is pending in circuit court, upon motion of either the
plaintiff or defendant seeking to decrease the amount of the
claim, the court is required to order a transfer to general district
court. Under current law, both of these provisions apply only to
the motion of a plaintiff.

Patron - Batten

 HB1521 civil cases; payment of jurors. Pro-

vides that jurors in all civil cases shall be paid by one or both of
the parties at the discretion of the presiding judge. Under cur-

rent law, such payment is made by the political subdivision in
which the summons is issued.

Patron - Higgins

Carried Over

C HB556 Judicial Inquiry and Review Commis-
sion; membership; training requirements; Commission
staff; JLARC study; report. Increases the membership of the
Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission (the Commission)
from seven to nine members and reduces from 15 to 10 years
the legal practice requirement of any member of the Commis-
sion. The bill further provides for staggered terms of the mem-
bers of the Commission. The bill requires that members of the
Commission complete a certain amount of education on judi-
cial misconduct and correcting implicit bias.

The bill further directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission to, by November 30, 2025, (i) review (a) proce-
dures for reviewing complaints received and adjudicating com-
plaints, (b) processes for determining whether to conduct
informal or formal hearings, and (c) any informal or estab-
lished rules used to determine disciplinary action imposed on a
judge or justice and provide recommendations as to the codifi-
cation and publication of any such procedures, processes, or
rules; (ii) research sanctions not currently used in the Com-
monwealth, including suspension without pay, mandatory
recusal from certain cases, and payment of costs and fees asso-
ciated with investigations and whether such sanctions are used
in other states and their efficacy; (iii) provide recommenda-
tions on establishing a conflict of interest policy and code of
conduct for the Commission and its staff; and (iv) study the
potential benefits of combining the Judicial Performance Eval-
uation program with the tasks of the Commission.

Patron - Hope

Crimes and Offenses Generally

Passed

P HB2 Purchase, sale, transfer, etc., of assault fire-
arms and certain ammunition feeding devices prohibited;
penalty. Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person who
imports, sells, manufactures, purchases, or transfers an assault
firearm, as that term is defined in the bill, and prohibits a per-
son who has been convicted of such violation from purchasing,
possessing, or transporting a firearm for a period of three years
from the date of conviction. The bill provides that an assault
firearm does not include any firearm that is an antique firearm,
has been rendered permanently inoperable, is manually oper-
ated by bolt, pump, lever, or slide action, or was manufactured
before July 1, 2024. The bill also prohibits the sale of a large
capacity ammunition feeding device, as that term is defined in
the bill. The bill provides that any person who willfully and
intentionally (i) sells an assault firearm to another person or (ii)
purchases an assault firearm from another person is guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor and that any person who imports, sells,
barters, or transfers a large capacity ammunition feeding
device is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also makes
it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person younger than 21 years
of age to import, sell, manufacture, purchase, possess, trans-
port, or transfer an assault firearm regardless of the date of
manufacture of such assault firearm. This bill is identical to SB
2. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Helmer
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P HB 18 Hate crimes and discrimination; ethnic
animosity; penalties. Provides that it is the policy of the Com-
monwealth to safeguard all individuals within the Common-
wealth from unlawful discrimination in employment and in
places of public accommodation because of such individual's
ethnic origin and prohibits such discrimination. The bill also
adds victims who are intentionally selected because of their
ethnic origin to the categories of victims whose intentional
selection for a hate crime involving assault, assault and battery,
or trespass for the purpose of damaging another's property
results in a higher criminal penalty for the offense. The bill also
provides that no provider or user of an interactive computer
service on the Internet shall be liable for any action voluntarily
taken by it in good faith to restrict access to material that the
provider or user considers to be intended to incite hatred on the
basis of ethnic origin. This bill is identical to SB 7.

Patron - Helmer

P HB22 Manufacture, importation, sale, etc., of
auto sears; prohibition; penalty. Prohibits the manufacture,
importation, sale or offer to sell, possession, transfer, or trans-
portation of an auto sear, defined in the bill as a device, other
than a trigger activator, for use in converting a semi-automatic
firearm to shoot automatically more than one shot, without
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. A viola-
tion is punishable as a Class 6 felony. The bill also provides for
the forfeiture of any auto sear concealed, possessed, trans-
ported, or carried in violation of the prohibition. This bill is
identical to SB 210.

Patron - Jones

P HB36 Abuse and neglect of children; causing or
enabling child to gain possession of a firearm; penalty. Cre-
ates a Class 5 felony for any parent, guardian, or other person
who is 18 years of age or older and is responsible for the care
of a child under the age of 18 whose willful act or omission
causes or enables that child to gain possession of a firearm (i)
after having received notice of a preliminary determination,
pursuant to relevant law, that such child poses a threat of vio-
lence or physical harm to self or others or (ii) when such par-
ent, guardian, or other person responsible for the care of the
child knows or reasonably should know that such child has
been charged with, either by warrant or petition, convicted of,
or adjudicated delinquent of a violent juvenile felony. The bill
provides that no person shall be subject to arrest or prosecution
regarding knowledge of a preliminary threat determination if
such person received notice that the threat assessment team
concluded that the child does not indicate a threat of violence
or physical harm to self or others or that any case or review
opened or conducted by that threat assessment team as a result
of such preliminary determination has been closed. The bill
also provides that no person shall be subject to arrest or prose-
cution if such person has received notice that any pending
charge for a violent juvenile felony has been dismissed or a
nolle prosequi has been entered. The bill provides an affirma-
tive defense to prosecution if the parent, guardian, or other per-
son responsible for the care of a child caused or enabled such
child to gain possession of a firearm while in a dwelling
because of a reasonable belief that he or such child was in
imminent danger of bodily injury. Lastly, the bill provides that
the new offense is eligible for the enhanced earned sentence
credits. This bill is identical to SB 44.

Patron - Willett

P HB46 Firearm transfers to another person from
a prohibited person. Provides that a person who is prohibited
from possessing a firearm because such person is subject to a
protective order or has been convicted of an assault and battery
of a family or household member may transfer a firearm owned

by such prohibited person to any person who is not otherwise
prohibited by law from possessing such firearm, provided that
such person who is not otherwise prohibited by law from pos-
sessing such firearm is 21 years of age or older and does not
reside with the person who is subject to the protective order.
Under current law, there is no requirement that such transferee
cannot be younger than 21 years of age and cannot reside with
such prohibited person. The bill also provides that such prohib-
ited person who transfers, sells, or surrenders a firearm pursu-
ant to the provisions of the bill shall inform the clerk of the
court of the name and address of the transferee, the federally
licensed firearms dealer, or the law-enforcement agency in
possession of the firearm and shall provide a copy of such form
to the transferee. The bill also provides that a person who is
prohibited from possessing a firearm because such person is
subject to a protective order or has been convicted of an assault
and battery of a family or household member shall be advised
that a law-enforcement officer may obtain a search warrant to
search for any firearms from such person if such law-enforce-
ment officer has reason to believe that such person has not
relinquished all firearms in his possession. This bill is identical
to SB 47. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P HB77 Robbery. Conforms certain provisions of
the Code referencing robbery to the degrees of robbery
offenses established by Chapter 534 of the Acts of Assembly
of 2021, Special Session I. These changes include: (i) limiting
to the three higher degrees of robbery certain non-robbery
crimes for which committing such crime with the intent to
commit a robbery is an element of the offenses, (ii) limiting the
types of robbery that are included in the definition of "acts of
violence" to the two higher degrees of robbery, (iii) clarifying
how robbery offenses will be scored on the sentencing guide-
lines, (iv) allowing persons convicted of the two lesser degrees
of robbery to be eligible for conditional release if they are ter-
minally ill and for the enhanced earned sentence credits, (V)
allowing persons who are ineligible for parole as a result of
being convicted of three certain enumerated offenses to be eli-
gible for parole if convicted of an offense that would constitute
robbery by presenting of firearms, and (vi) limiting the appli-
cation of the three-strikes law to the two higher degrees of rob-
bery and making persons convicted under the three-strikes law
eligible for parole if one of the three convictions resulting in
the mandatory life sentence would constitute one of the two
lesser degrees of robbery. The bill leaves unchanged the cur-
rent law making all degrees of robbery predicate criminal acts
by adding the two lesser degrees of robbery to the definition of
"predicate criminal act" and specifying the two higher degrees
of robbery are included in the definition of "act of violence."
The bill requires the changes made to the eligibility for condi-
tional release of terminally ill prisoners and enhanced earned
sentence credits apply retroactively if certain criteria are met.
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Watts

P HB81 common-law crime of suicide. Abolishes
the common-law crime of suicide. Suicide is currently a com-
mon-law crime in Virginia, although there is no statutorily pre-
scribed punishment. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2025, and also requires the Bureau of Insurance of the
State Corporation Commission to review the effect and impli-
cation of abolishing the common-law crime of suicide on
insurance throughout the Commonwealth and submit its find-
ings and any recommendations by November 1, 2024, to the
Chairs of the House and Senate Committees for Courts of Jus-
tice. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Simon
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P HB161 Arrest, prosecution, and disciplinary or
administrative procedures and penalties for individuals
experiencing or reporting overdoses while incarcerated.
Provides that no individual incarcerated in a local, regional, or
state correctional facility shall be subject to arrest or prosecu-
tion for or disciplinary or administrative procedures or penal-
ties related to the unlawful purchase, possession, or
consumption of alcohol; possession of a controlled substance;
possession of marijuana; procurement, sale, secretion, or pos-
session of any chemical compound not lawfully received;
intoxication in public; or possession of controlled parapherna-
lia if such individual seeks or obtains emergency medical
attention for himself or another individual experiencing an
overdose or is experiencing an overdose and another individual
seeks or obtains emergency medical attention for him. The bill
also provides that no correctional officer, deputy sheriff, or jail
officer acting in good faith shall be found liable for false arrest
if it is later determined that the person arrested was immune
from prosecution or disciplinary procedures or penalties. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Seibold

P HB173 Manufacture, import, sale, transfer, or
possession of plastic firearms and unfinished frames or
receivers and unserialized firearms prohibited; penalties.
Creates a Class 5 felony for any person who knowingly manu-
factures or assembles, imports, purchases, sells, transfers, or
possesses any firearm that, after removal of all parts other than
a major component, as defined in the bill, is not detectable as a
firearm when subjected to inspection by the types of detection
devices, including X-ray machines, commonly used at airports,
government buildings, schools, correctional facilities, and
other locations for security screening. The bill updates lan-
guage regarding the types of detection devices that are used at
such locations for detecting plastic firearms. Under current
law, it is unlawful to manufacture, import, sell, transfer, or pos-
sess any plastic firearm and a violation is punishable as a Class
5 felony. The bill also creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is
punishable as a Class 4 felony for a second or subsequent
offense, making it unlawful for any person to knowingly pos-
sess a firearm or any completed or unfinished frame or receiver
that is not imprinted with a valid serial number or to knowingly
import, purchase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of
any completed or unfinished frame or receiver, unless the com-
pleted or unfinished frame or receiver (i) is deemed to be a fire-
arm pursuant to federal law and (ii) is imprinted with a valid
serial number. The bill creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is
punishable as a Class 4 felony for a second or subsequent
offense, making it unlawful for any person to manufacture or
assemble, cause to be manufactured or assembled, import, pur-
chase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of any firearm
that is not imprinted with a valid serial number. The portions of
the bill prohibiting unfinished frames or receivers and unserial-
ized firearms have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025;
however, the portions of the bill prohibiting the knowing pos-
session of a firearm or any completed or unfinished frame or
receiver that is not imprinted with a valid serial number have a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This bill is identical to
SB 100. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Simon

P HB1/5 Carrying assault firearms in public
areas prohibited; penalty. Prohibits the carrying of certain
semi-automatic center-fire rifles and shotguns on any public
street, road, alley, sidewalk, or public right-of-way or in any
public park or any other place of whatever nature that is open
to the public, with certain exceptions. Under current law, the
current prohibition on carrying certain shotguns and semi-auto-
matic center-fire rifles and pistols applies to a narrower range

of firearms, only in certain localities, and only when such fire-
arms are loaded. This bill is identical to SB 99. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Simon

P HB183 Storage of firearms in a residence where
a minor or person prohibited from possessing a firearm is
present; penalty. Requires any person who possesses a fire-
arm in a residence where such person knows that a minor or a
person who is prohibited by law from possessing a firearm is
present to store such firearm and the ammunition for such fire-
arm in a locked container, compartment, or cabinet that is inac-
cessible to such minor or prohibited person. The bill provides
that a violation is a Class 4 misdemeanor. The bill exempts (i)
any person in lawful possession of a firearm who carries such
firearm on or about his person and (ii) the storage of antique
firearms and provides that the lawful authorization of a minor
to access a firearm is not a violation of the bill's provisions.
The bill also requires firearm dealers to post a notice stating
such firearm storage requirements and the penalty for improp-
erly storing such firearms. This bill is identical to SB 368. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Simon

P HB267 Assault and battery; affirmative
defense; penalty. Provides an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion of an individual for assault or assault and battery of certain
specified individuals for which the enhanced Class 6 felony
and six month mandatory minimum apply if such individual
proves, by a preponderance of the evidence, that at the time of
the assault or assault and battery (i) the individual's behaviors
were a result of (a) mental illness or (b) a neurocognitive disor-
der, including dementia, or a neurodevelopmental disability,
including a developmental disability or intellectual disability,
such as autism spectrum disorder, as defined in the most recent
edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis-
orders of the American Psychiatric Association or (ii) the indi-
vidual met the criteria for issuance of an emergency custody
order.

The bill provides that if such individual does not prove that his
behaviors were a result of his mental illness, intellectual dis-
ability, developmental disability, or neurocognitive disorder
but the evidence establishes that his mental illness, intellectual
disability, developmental disability, or neurocognitive disorder
otherwise contributed to his behaviors, the finder of fact may
find the accused guilty of a misdemeanor assault or assault and
battery. The bill also provides that such affirmative defense
shall not be construed to allow an affirmative defense for vol-
untary intoxication. This bill is identical to SB 357. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Watts

P HB292 Drug Treatment Court Act; name
change. Renames the Drug Treatment Court Act as the Recov-
ery Court Act. The bill also directs the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia to rename the state Drug Treatment Court Advisory
Committee as the Recovery Court Advisory Committee. This
bill is identical to SB 725.

Patron - Ballard

P HB351 Firearm locking device required for
purchase of a firearm; warning against accessibility to chil-
dren; penalty. Requires any person who purchases a firearm to
either (i) obtain or purchase from a licensed dealer a locking
device for such firearm if a minor is present in such person's
residence for 14 days or more in a calendar month or (ii) com-
plete a certification statement on a form provided by the
Department of State Police certifying that a minor is not pres-
ent in such person's residence for 14 days or more in a calendar
month, with exceptions enumerated in the bill. Accordingly,
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the bill provides that it is unlawful for any licensed manufac-
turer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or
transfer any firearm to any person, other than a licensed manu-
facturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer, unless (a) the
firearm is accompanied by a warning, in conspicuous and legi-
ble type in capital letters printed on a separate sheet of paper
included within the packaging enclosing the firearm, that fire-
arms should be locked and kept away from children and that
there may be civil and criminal liability for failing to do so and
(b) the transferee (1) obtains or purchases a locking device for
such firearm if a minor is present in such person's residence for
14 days or more in a calendar month or (2) completes the certi-
fication statement. A violation of either provision is a Class 3
misdemeanor. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Clark

P HB362 Purchase, possession, or transportation
of firearm; assault and battery of a family or household
member or intimate partner; penalties. Adds to the existing
definition of "family or household member" a person's intimate
partner, defined in the bill as an individual who, within the pre-
vious 12 months, was in a romantic, dating, or sexual relation-
ship with the person. The bill also provides that any person
who knowingly and intentionally purchases, possesses, or
transports any firearm following a misdemeanor conviction for
an offense that occurred on or after July 1, 2024, for the offense
of assault and battery against an intimate partner or an offense
substantially similar under the laws of any other state or of the
United States is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. This bill is
identical to SB 642. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - McClure

P HB452 First-time drug offenders. Provides that
any person who has not previously been convicted of any fel-
ony drug offense under relevant law or under any substantially
similar statute of the United States or of any state may be eligi-
ble for first-time drug offender disposition. Under current law,
such disposition is limited to any person who has not been con-
victed of any criminal drug offense. This bill is identical to SB
362. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Callsen

P HB454 Carrying a firearm or explosive mate-
rial within Capitol Square or building owned or leased by
the Commonwealth; exemptions; public institutions of
higher education; penalty. Limits the exemption from the
prohibition on the carrying of any firearm or explosive material
within any building owned or leased by the Commonwealth or
agency thereof or any office where employees of the Common-
wealth or any agency thereof are regularly present for the pur-
pose of performing their official duties that currently applies to
any property owned or operated by a public institution of
higher education to instead apply to any individual within a
building owned or operated by a public institution of higher
education who possesses a weapon as part of such public insti-
tution of higher education's curriculum or activities or as part
of any organization authorized by such public institution of
higher education to conduct its programs or activities within
such building, as such uses are approved through the law-
enforcement or public safety unit of such institution. This bill
is identical to SB 383. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Callsen

P HB466 concealed handgun permits; reciproc-
ity with other states. Provides that the Superintendent of State
Police, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General,
shall determine whether states meet the statutory qualifications
for Virginia to recognize the concealed handgun permit of a
person from another state. Under current law, any out-of-state
permit is recognized in the Commonwealth provided that (i)

the issuing authority provides the means for instantaneous veri-
fication of the validity of all such permits or licenses issued
within that state, accessible 24 hours a day; (ii) the permit or
license holder carries a photo identification issued by a govern-
ment agency of any state or by the U.S. Department of Defense
or U.S. Department of State and displays the permit or license
and such identification upon demand by a law-enforcement
officer; and (iii) the permit or license holder has not previously
had a Virginia concealed handgun permit revoked. The bill
also provides that a Virginia resident who has not been issued a
valid resident concealed handgun permit may not use a con-
cealed handgun or concealed weapon permit or license issued
by another state to carry a concealed handgun in the Common-
wealth.

The bill requires the Superintendent of State Police, in consul-
tation with the Office of the Attorney General, to review any
agreements for reciprocal recognition that are in place with any
other states as of July 1, 2024, to determine whether the
requirements and qualifications of those states' laws are ade-
quate to prevent possession of a permit or license by persons
who would be denied a permit in the Commonwealth and
revoke any reciprocity agreement or recognition of any states
that do not meet such requirements or qualifications by
December 1, 2024. The bill requires the Attorney General to
provide a written explanation for any determination that a
state's laws are adequate to prevent possession of such permit
or license by persons who would be denied such permit in the
Commonwealth. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Helmer

P HB523 charitable gaming. Amends charitable
gaming law to allow, as a condition of receiving a charitable
gaming permit or authorization to conduct electronic gaming,
certain organizations to use a predetermined percentage of its
receipts for expenses related to the rental of real property
where such real property is involved in the operation of the
organization and used for lawful religious, charitable, commu-
nity, or educational purposes. The bill prohibits the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services from promulgating
electronic gaming regulations that prohibit (i) devices that dis-
play spinning, rotating, or rolling reels or animations or flash-
ing lights; (ii) devices that accept vouchers; or (iii) the
purchase and play of an electronic pull tab with a single press
or touch of a button. This bill is identical to SB 344.

Patron - Krizek

P HB633 Forced labor or service; penalties.
Expands the offense of abduction to penalize any person who,
by force, intimidation or deception, and without legal justifica-
tion or excuse, obtains the labor or services of another, or
seizes, takes, transports, detains or secretes another person or
threatens to do so. The bill also expands the offense of receiv-
ing money for procuring a person to penalize any person who
causes another to engage in forced labor or services or provides
or obtains labor or services by any act as described in the
offense of abduction. Lastly, the bill allows any person injured
as a result of an abduction for the purposes of forced labor or
services to commence a civil action for recovery of compensa-
tory damages, punitive damages, and reasonable attorney fees
and costs.

Patron - Cherry

P HB797 pemonstrated competence for a con-
cealed handgun permit; firearms instructors and safety
programs. Requires that any course, class, or training to
demonstrate competence with a handgun as required to obtain
a concealed handgun permit must include a live fire shooting
exercise conducted on a range, including the expenditure of a
minimum of 10 rounds of ammunition, and provides that no
course, class, or training that does not include such live fire
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shooting exercise meets the requirements to obtain a concealed
handgun permit. The bill removes references to the National
Rifle Association (the NRA) and the United States Concealed
Carry Association from the Code that allow the organizations
to certify ranges and instructors and for courses offered by
them to serve as proof of demonstrated competence in firearms
safety and training for the purpose of obtaining a concealed
handgun permit or receiving training as a minor in the use of
pneumatic guns. The bill has a delayed effective date of Janu-
ary 1, 2025. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hope

P HB798 Purchase, possession, or transportation
of firearm following an assault and battery or stalking vio-
lation; prohibition period; penalty. Prohibits a person who
has been convicted of assault and battery, assault and battery of
a family or household member, or stalking from purchasing,
possessing, or transporting a firearm. The prohibition expires
five years after the date of conviction, at which point the per-
son's firearm rights are restored, unless he receives another dis-
qualifying conviction. A person who violates the provisions of
the bill is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also
extends from three years to five years the existing prohibition
period for persons convicted of assault and battery of certain
family or household members. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Hope

P HB799 concealed handgun permit applica-
tions; fingerprints required by local governments. Requires
an applicant for a concealed handgun permit or a renewal of
such permit to submit fingerprints as part of the application.
The bill provides that any demonstrated administrative costs
associated with such fingerprints taken shall be the responsibil-
ity of and shall be assessed to the applicant. The bill has a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This bill was vetoed by
the Governor.

Patron - Hope

P HB895 violation of protective orders; venue.
Allows a person to be prosecuted for a violation of a protective
order charge in the jurisdiction where the party protected by
the protective order resided at the time of such violation. This
bill is identical to SB 211.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P H8926 Unlawful dissemination or sale of
images of another; penalty. Expands the current categories of
images that are unlawful to disseminate or sell to include any
videographic or still image that depicts another person whose
genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or female breast are not exposed
but such videographic or still image is obscene, as defined in
the bill.

The bill adds to the statute of limitations for the misdemeanor
offense of unlawful creation of the image of another to provide
that a prosecution shall be commenced within five years of the
commission of the offense or within one year of the date the
victim discovers the offense or, by the exercise of due dili-
gence, reasonably should have discovered the offense, which-
ever is later. The bill creates the same statute of limitations for
the offense of unlawful dissemination or sale of the image of
another. Current law starts the statute of limitations for the
offense of unlawful creation of the image of another upon the
commission of the offense.

Patron - Shin

P HB928 interference with commercial fishing
vessels or activity; penalty. Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor
for any person who knowingly and intentionally interferes with
or impedes the operation or commercial fishing activity,

defined in the bill, of a commercial fishing vessel within the
territorial waters of the Commonwealth. The bill deems a per-
son to be ineligible for any hunting or fishing license for a
period of one year upon a first conviction of this offense and
for a period of three years upon a second or subsequent convic-
tion. The bill also requires any person convicted of a violation
of this offense to complete boating safety education.

Patron - Kent

P HB991 Illegal gambling; exemptions. Exempts
from the provisions of Code prohibiting illegal gambling the
placement or operation of or communication to and from data
center equipment in the Commonwealth associated with the
hosting of lottery games duly authorized by another state or
jurisdiction and regulated and operated consistent with and
exclusively for the benefit of such state or jurisdiction, pro-
vided that wagering on such games is legally authorized in
such other state or jurisdiction and the individuals wagering on
such games are required by the laws or regulations of such
other state or jurisdiction to be physically located within the
geographic bounds of such other state or jurisdiction at the
time the wager is initiated or placed. This bill is identical to SB
540.

Patron - Maldonado

P HB1174 purchase of certain firearms; age

requirement; penalty. Prohibits any person under 21 years of
age from purchasing a handgun or assault firearm, with excep-
tions for the purchase of an assault firearm by a law-enforce-
ment officer, correctional officer, jail officer, or member of the
Armed Forces of the United States, the Virginia National
Guard, or the National Guard of any other state. Accordingly,
the bill prohibits a licensed dealer from selling, renting, trad-
ing, or transferring from his inventory a handgun or assault
firearm to any person under 21 years of age. A violation of
either prohibition is a Class 6 felony. The bill also expands the
definition of "assault firearm" as the term applies to criminal
history record information checks. This bill is identical to SB
327. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sickles

P HB1195 purchase of firearms; waiting period;
penalty. Provides that no person shall sell a firearm unless at
least five days have elapsed from the time the prospective pur-
chaser completes the written consent form to have a licensed
dealer obtain criminal history record information, with excep-
tions enumerated in relevant law. This bill is identical to SB
273. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hayes

P HB1256 Larceny offenses; venue. Allows

grand larceny and embezzlement offenses to be prosecuted in
any county or city where the victim of the larceny or embezzle-
ment resides.
Patron - Kent

P HB1443 trial by jury; contact with jurors

after trial prohibited; penalty. Creates a Class 1 misde-
meanor for any defendant who knowingly and intentionally
contacts, with the intent to harass, intimidate, or threaten, a
juror regarding such juror's service as a juror after a jury trial.
Patron - Davis

P HJ76 Study; JLARC; effects of gun violence on
communities; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission to conduct a two-year study of the social,
physical, emotional, and economic effects of gun violence on
communities across the Commonwealth.

Patron - Anthony
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P SB2 Purchase, sale, transfer, etc., of assault fire-
arms and certain ammunition feeding devices prohibited;
penalty. Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person who
imports, sells, manufactures, purchases, or transfers an assault
firearm, as that term is defined in the bill, and prohibits a per-
son who has been convicted of such violation from purchasing,
possessing, or transporting a firearm for a period of three years
from the date of conviction. The bill provides that an assault
firearm does not include any firearm that is an antique firearm,
has been rendered permanently inoperable, is manually oper-
ated by bolt, pump, lever, or slide action, or was manufactured
before July 1, 2024. The bill also prohibits the sale of a large
capacity ammunition feeding device, as that term is defined in
the bill. The bill provides that any person who willfully and
intentionally (i) sells an assault firearm to another person or (ii)
purchases an assault firearm from another person is guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor and that any person who imports, sells,
barters, or transfers a large capacity ammunition feeding
device is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also makes
it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person younger than 21 years
of age to import, sell, manufacture, purchase, possess, trans-
port, or transfer an assault firearm regardless of the date of
manufacture of such assault firearm. This bill is identical to
HB 2. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Deeds

P SB7 Hate crimes and discrimination; ethnic ani-
mosity; penalties. Provides that it is the policy of the Com-
monwealth to safeguard all individuals within the
Commonwealth from unlawful discrimination in employment
and in places of public accommodation because of such indi-
vidual's ethnic origin and prohibits such discrimination. The
bill also adds victims who are intentionally selected because of
their ethnic origin to the categories of victims whose inten-
tional selection for a hate crime involving assault, assault and
battery, or trespass for the purpose of damaging another's prop-
erty results in a higher criminal penalty for the offense. The bill
also provides that no provider or user of an interactive com-
puter service on the Internet shall be liable for any action vol-
untarily taken by it in good faith to restrict access to material
that the provider or user considers to be intended to incite
hatred on the basis of ethnic origin. This bill incorporates SB
120 and is identical to HB 18.

Patron - Reeves

P SB44 abuse and neglect of children; causing or
enabling child to gain possession of a firearm; penalty. Cre-
ates a Class 5 felony for any parent, guardian, or other person
who is 18 years of age or older and is responsible for the care
of a child under the age of 18 whose willful act or omission
causes or enables that child to gain possession of a firearm (i)
after having received notice of a preliminary determination,
pursuant to relevant law, that such child poses a threat of vio-
lence or physical harm to self or others or (ii) when such par-
ent, guardian, or other person responsible for the care of the
child knows or reasonably should know that such child has
been charged with, either by warrant or petition, convicted of,
or adjudicated delinquent of a violent juvenile felony.

The bill provides that no person shall be subject to arrest or
prosecution regarding knowledge of a preliminary threat deter-
mination if such person received notice that the threat assess-
ment team concluded that the child does not indicate a threat of
violence or physical harm to self or others or that any case or
review opened or conducted by that threat assessment team as
a result of such preliminary determination has been closed. The
bill also provides that no person shall be subject to arrest or
prosecution if such person has received notice that any pending
charge for a violent juvenile felony has been dismissed or a
nolle prosequi has been entered.

The bill provides an affirmative defense to prosecution if the
parent, guardian, or other person responsible for the care of a
child caused or enabled such child to gain possession of a fire-
arm while in a dwelling because of a reasonable belief that he
or such child was in imminent danger of bodily injury. Lastly,
the bill provides that the new offense is eligible for the
enhanced earned sentence credits. This bill is identical to HB
36.

Patron - VanValkenburg

P SB47 Firearm transfers to another person from
a prohibited person. Provides that a person who is prohibited
from possessing a firearm because such person is subject to a
protective order or has been convicted of an assault and battery
of a family or household member may transfer a firearm owned
by such prohibited person to any person who is not otherwise
prohibited by law from possessing such firearm, provided that
such person who is not otherwise prohibited by law from pos-
sessing such firearm is 21 years of age or older and does not
reside with the person who is subject to the protective order.
Under current law, there is no requirement that such transferee
cannot be younger than 21 years of age and cannot reside with
such prohibited person. The bill also provides that such prohib-
ited person who transfers, sells, or surrenders a firearm pursu-
ant to the provisions of the bill shall inform the clerk of the
court of the name and address of the transferee, the federally
licensed firearms dealer, or the law-enforcement agency in
possession of the firearm and shall provide a copy of such form
to the transferee. The bill also provides that a person who is
prohibited from possessing a firearm because such person is
subject to a protective order or has been convicted of an assault
and battery of a family or household member shall be advised
that a law-enforcement officer may obtain a search warrant to
search for any firearms from such person if such law-enforce-
ment officer has reason to believe that such person has not
relinquished all firearms in his possession. This bill is identical
to HB 46.This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Favola

P SB95 Preliminary analysis of breath to deter-
mine alcoholic content of blood; failure to advise person of
rights. Provides that if a police officer or a member of any
sheriff's department fails to advise a person of his rights to
refuse a preliminary breath test, any preliminary breath test
sample shall not be admissible by the Commonwealth in any
motion to suppress for the purpose of determining probable
cause.

Patron - Stanley

P SB99 Carrying assault firearms in public areas
prohibited; penalty. Prohibits the carrying of certain semi-
automatic center-fire rifles and shotguns on any public street,
road, alley, sidewalk, or public right-of-way or in any public
park or any other place of whatever nature that is open to the
public, with certain exceptions. Under current law, the current
prohibition on carrying certain shotguns and semi-automatic
center-fire rifles and pistols applies to a narrower range of fire-
arms, only in certain localities, and only when such firearms
are loaded. This bill is identical to HB 175. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB100 Manufacture, import, sale, transfer, or
possession of plastic firearms and unfinished frames or
receivers and unserialized firearms prohibited; penalties.
Creates a Class 5 felony for any person who knowingly manu-
factures or assembles, imports, purchases, sells, transfers, or
possesses any firearm that, after removal of all parts other than
a major component, as defined in the bill, is not detectable as a
firearm when subjected to inspection by the types of detection
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devices, including X-ray machines, commonly used at airports,
government buildings, schools, correctional facilities, and
other locations for security screening. The bill updates lan-
guage regarding the types of detection devices that are used at
such locations for detecting plastic firearms. Under current
law, it is unlawful to manufacture, import, sell, transfer, or pos-
sess any plastic firearm and a violation is punishable as a Class
5 felony.

The bill also creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is punish-
able as a Class 4 felony for a second or subsequent offense,
making it unlawful for any person to knowingly possess a fire-
arm or any completed or unfinished frame or receiver that is
not imprinted with a valid serial number or to knowingly
import, purchase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of
any completed or unfinished frame or receiver, unless the com-
pleted or unfinished frame or receiver (i) is deemed to be a fire-
arm pursuant to federal law and (ii) is imprinted with a valid
serial number. The bill creates a Class 1 misdemeanor, which is
punishable as a Class 4 felony for a second or subsequent
offense, making it unlawful for any person to manufacture or
assemble, cause to be manufactured or assembled, import, pur-
chase, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of any firearm
that is not imprinted with a valid serial number. The portions of
the bill prohibiting unfinished frames or receivers and unserial-
ized firearms have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025;
however, the portions of the bill prohibiting the knowing pos-
session of a firearm or any completed or unfinished frame or
receiver that is not imprinted with a valid serial number have a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This bill is identical to
HB 173. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Ebbin

P SB210 Manufacture, importation, sale, etc., of
auto sears; prohibition; penalty. Prohibits the manufacture,
importation, sale or offer to sell, possession, transfer, or trans-
portation of an auto sear, defined in the bill as a device, other
than a trigger activator, for use in converting a semi-automatic
firearm to shoot automatically more than one shot, without
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger. A viola-
tion is punishable as a Class 6 felony. The bill also provides for
the forfeiture of any auto sear concealed, possessed, trans-
ported, or carried in violation of the prohibition. This bill is
identical to HB 22.

Patron - Perry

P SB211 violation of protective orders; venue.
Allows a person to be prosecuted for a violation of a protective
order charge in the jurisdiction where the party protected by
the protective order resided at the time of such violation. This
bill is identical to HB 895.

Patron - Perry

P SB258 substantial risk orders; substantial risk
factors and considerations. Provides various factors that a
judge or magistrate must consider for the purpose of determin-
ing probable cause prior to issuing an emergency substantial
risk order or a substantial risk order. The bill provides that such
factors shall include whether the person who is subject to the
order (i) committed any acts of violence or criminal offenses
resulting in injury to himself or another person within the six
months prior to the filing of the petition; (ii) made any threats
or used any physical force against another person that resulted
in injury within the six months prior to the filing of the peti-
tion; (iil) violated any provision of a protective order issued or
was arrested for stalking within the six months prior to the fil-
ing of the petition; (iv) was convicted of any offense that
would prohibit such person from possessing a firearm; (v)
engaged in any conduct within the year prior to the filing of the
petition that demonstrated a pattern of violent acts or threats to
another person, including any acts or threats made against fam-

ily members, neighbors, coworkers, or toward schools or stu-
dents or government buildings or employees; (vi) committed
any acts of violence or criminal offenses against an animal
within the six months prior to the filing of the petition; (vii)
made any attempt or threat of suicide or any act, attempted act,
or threat of self-harm that caused or may have caused serious
bodily injury; or (viii) recently acquired a firearm or ammuni-
tion, with evidence of such recent acquisition provided by the
petitioner. The bill also outlines various other factors that a
judge or magistrate may consider for the purpose of issuing an
emergency substantial risk order or a substantial risk order. The
bill also provides that possession includes actual access or the
potential to readily access a firearm for the purposes of finding
if a person possesses a firearm or if such firearm shall be vol-
untarily relinquished. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Surovell

P SB273 purchase of firearms; waiting period;
penalty. Provides that no person shall sell a firearm unless at
least five days have elapsed from the time the prospective pur-
chaser completes the written consent form to have a licensed
dealer obtain criminal history record information, with excep-
tions enumerated in relevant law. This bill incorporates SB 55
and SB 551 and is identical to HB 1195. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB327 purchase of certain firearms; age
requirement; penalty. Prohibits any person under 21 years of
age from purchasing a handgun or assault firearm, with excep-
tions for the purchase of an assault firearm by a law-enforce-
ment officer, correctional officer, jail officer, or member of the
Armed Forces of the United States, the Virginia National
Guard, or the National Guard of any other state. Accordingly,
the bill prohibits a licensed dealer from selling, renting, trad-
ing, or transferring from his inventory a handgun or assault
firearm to any person under 21 years of age. A violation of
either prohibition is a Class 6 felony. The bill also expands the
definition of "assault firearm™ as the term applies to criminal
history record information checks. This bill is identical to HB
1174. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Salim

P SB344 charitable gaming. Amends charitable
gaming law to allow, as a condition of receiving a charitable
gaming permit or authorization to conduct electronic gaming,
certain organizations to use a predetermined percentage of its
receipts for expenses related to the rental of real property
where such real property is involved in the operation of the
organization and used for lawful religious, charitable, commu-
nity, or educational purposes. The bill prohibits the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services from promulgating
electronic gaming regulations that prohibit (i) devices that dis-
play spinning, rotating, or rolling reels or animations or flash-
ing lights; (ii) devices that accept vouchers; or (iii) the
purchase and play of an electronic pull tab with a single press
or touch of a button. This bill is identical to HB 523.

Patron - Reeves

P SB357 assault and battery; affirmative
defense; penalty. Provides an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion of an individual for assault or assault and battery of certain
specified individuals for which the enhanced Class 6 felony
and six month mandatory minimum apply if such individual
proves, by a preponderance of the evidence, that at the time of
the assault or assault and battery (i) the individual's behaviors
were a result of (a) mental illness or (b) a neurocognitive disor-
der, including dementia, or a neurodevelopmental disability,
including a developmental disability or intellectual disability,
such as autism spectrum disorder, as defined in the most recent
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edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis-
orders of the American Psychiatric Association or (ii) the indi-
vidual met the criteria for issuance of an emergency custody
order.

The bill provides that if such individual does not prove that his
behaviors were a result of his mental illness, intellectual dis-
ability, developmental disability, or neurocognitive disorder
but the evidence establishes that his mental illness, intellectual
disability, developmental disability, or neurocognitive disorder
otherwise contributed to his behaviors, the finder of fact may
find the accused guilty of a misdemeanor assault or assault and
battery. The bill also provides that such affirmative defense
shall not be construed to allow an affirmative defense for vol-
untary intoxication. This bill is identical to HB 267. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Boysko

P SB362 First-time drug offenders. Provides that
any person who has not previously been convicted of any fel-
ony drug offense under relevant law or under any substantially
similar statute of the United States or of any state may be eligi-
ble for first-time drug offender disposition. Under current law,
such disposition is limited to any person who has not been con-
victed of any criminal drug offense. This bill is identical to HB
452. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB363 Removing, altering, etc., serial number
on firearm; selling, giving, etc., or possessing firearm with
removed, altered, etc., serial number; penalties. Makes it a
Class 1 misdemeanor for any person, firm, association, or cor-
poration to knowingly possess any pistol, shotgun, rifle,
machine gun, or any other firearm, except for an antique fire-
arm, that has a serial number that has been removed, altered,
changed, destroyed, or obliterated in any manner. The bill also
makes it a Class 6 felony for any person, firm, association, or
corporation to knowingly sell, give, or distribute any pistol,
shotgun, rifle, machine gun, or any other firearm, except for an
antique firearm, that has a serial number that has been
removed, altered, changed, destroyed, or obliterated in any
manner. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Ebbin

P SB364 Elections; protection of electors and
election officials; penalties. Adds to the list of protected vot-
ers any current or former elector for President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States and any person who is or has been a
member of the State Board of Elections, the Commissioner of
Elections, an employee of the Department of Elections, a mem-
ber of a local electoral board, a general registrar, a deputy reg-
istrar, an employee in the office of the general registrar, or an
officer of election. Protected voters are permitted by law to
provide on the application for voter registration, in addition to
the voter's residence street address, a post office box address
located within the Commonwealth, which would be the
address included on (i) lists of registered voters and persons
who voted, (ii) voter registration records made available for
public inspection, and (iii) lists of absentee voter applicants.
The bill makes it a Class 5 felony to, by bribery, intimidation,
threats, coercion, or other means in violation of election laws,
willfully and intentionally hinder or prevent an election official
or employee of an election official from administering elec-
tions. Under current law, it is only a Class 5 felony to hinder or
prevent an officer of election at a location being used for vot-
ing from holding an election. The bill also makes it a Class 5
felony to commit such acts against an elector for President and
Vice President of the United States.

The bill creates a civil action for any election official,
employee of an election official, or elector who is intimidated,
threatened, or coerced by another person who thereby willfully

and intentionally hinders or prevents, or attempts to hinder or
prevent, such official, employee, or elector from fulfilling his
duty . This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB367 Task Force on Fentanyl and Heroin
Enforcement established. Creates the Task Force on Fentanyl
and Heroin Enforcement whose purpose is to study ways to
enhance the ability of law-enforcement officers throughout the
Commonwealth to combat the illegal manufacturing, importa-
tion, and distribution of fentanyl, heroin, and other similar con-
trolled substances. The bill requires the Task Force to meet at
least annually and to report to the Governor and General
Assembly by December 1 of each year regarding its activities
and any recommendations.

Patron - DeSteph

P SB368 Storage of firearms in a residence where
a minor or person prohibited from possessing a firearm is
present; penalty. Requires any person who possesses a fire-
arm in a residence where such person knows that a minor or a
person who is prohibited by law from possessing a firearm is
present to store such firearm and the ammunition for such fire-
arm in a locked container, compartment, or cabinet that is inac-
cessible to such minor or prohibited person. The bill provides
that a violation is a Class 4 misdemeanor. The bill exempts (i)
any person in lawful possession of a firearm who carries such
firearm on or about his person and (ii) the storage of antique
firearms and provides that the lawful authorization of a minor
to access a firearm is not a violation of the bill's provisions.
The bill also requires firearm dealers to post a notice stating
such firearm storage requirements and the penalty for improp-
erly storing such firearms. This bill is identical to HB 183. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Boysko

P SB383 Carrying a firearm or explosive mate-
rial within Capitol Square or building owned or leased by
the Commonwealth; exemptions; public institutions of
higher education; penalty. Limits the exemption from the
prohibition on the carrying of any firearm or explosive material
within any building owned or leased by the Commonwealth or
agency thereof or any office where employees of the Common-
wealth or any agency thereof are regularly present for the pur-
pose of performing their official duties that currently applies to
any property owned or operated by a public institution of
higher education to instead apply to any individual within a
building owned or operated by a public institution of higher
education who possesses a weapon as part of such public insti-
tution of higher education's curriculum or activities or as part
of any organization authorized by such public institution of
higher education to conduct its programs or activities within
such building, as such uses are approved through the law-
enforcement or public safety unit of such institution. This bill
is identical to HB 454. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Deeds

P SB394 carnal knowledge and sexual battery;
persons detained or arrested by a law-enforcement officer;
confidential informants, pretrial defendants or posttrial
offenders; penalty. Provides that an accused is guilty of carnal
knowledge of a person serving as a confidential informant,
defined in the bill, if he (i) is a law-enforcement officer; (ii)
knows that such person is serving as a confidential informant
for the law-enforcement agency where such officer is
employed; and (iii) carnally knows, without use of force,
threat, or intimidation, such confidential informant while such
person is serving as a confidential informant or is expected to
testify in a criminal case for which the confidential informant
assisted the law-enforcement agency with its investigation. The
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bill provides that such offense is a Class 6 felony. The bill also
provides that an accused is guilty of sexual battery if he sexu-
ally abuses (a) a person detained or arrested by a law-enforce-
ment officer and the accused is a law-enforcement officer, (b) a
pretrial defendant or posttrial offender and the accused is an
owner or employee of the bail company that posted the pretrial
defendant's or posttrial offender's bond, or (c) a person serving
as a confidential informant and the accused is a law-enforce-
ment officer. Current law provides that sexual battery is a Class
1 misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class 6 felony for a
third or subsequent offense.

Patron - Perry

P SB397 Gaming; posting of illegal gaming tip
line information. Requires those legally authorized to sell Vir-
ginia lottery tickets or conduct charitable gaming, horse racing
with pari-mutuel wagering, and casino gaming in the Com-
monwealth to post in a conspicuous place on their premises a
sign that bears the toll-free telephone number and website of
the illegal gaming tip line established and administered by the
Office of the Gaming Enforcement Coordinator in the Depart-
ment of State Police for members of the public to report con-
cerns about, or suspected instances of, illegal gaming activities.
This bill incorporates SB 348.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB469 controlled substances; manufacturing,
selling, giving, distributing, etc.; adulterated or mis-
branded drugs; penalties. Makes it a Class 6 felony for any
person, except for permitted manufacturers, to possess, pur-
chase, sell, give, distribute, or possess with intent to sell, give,
or distribute an encapsulating machine or a tableting machine
that manufactures, compounds, converts, produces, processes,
prepares, or otherwise introduces into the human body a con-
trolled substance. The bill makes it a Class 5 felony if such per-
son knows, intends, or has reasonable cause to believe that
such action will result in the unlawful manufacture of a con-
trolled substance or counterfeit controlled substance that con-
tains (i) a controlled substance classified in Schedule | or
Schedule 11 of the Drug Control Act or (ii) a controlled sub-
stance analog as defined in relevant law.

The bill also makes it a felony punishable by imprisonment for
not less than 10 nor more than 40 years for any person 18 years
of age or older to knowingly allow a minor or a mentally inca-
pacitated or physically helpless person of any age to be present
during the manufacture or attempted manufacture of any sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of fentanyl.

The bill also increases from a Class 2 misdemeanor to a Class 6
felony the penalty for violations related to adulterated or mis-
branded drugs and cosmetics.

Patron - Obenshain

P SB540 lllegal gambling; exemptions. Exempts
from the provisions of Code prohibiting illegal gambling the
placement or operation of or communication to and from data
center equipment in the Commonwealth associated with the
hosting of lottery games duly authorized by another state or
jurisdiction and regulated and operated consistent with and
exclusively for the benefit of such state or jurisdiction, pro-
vided that wagering on such games is legally authorized in
such other state or jurisdiction and the individuals wagering on
such games are required by the laws or regulations of such
other state or jurisdiction to be physically located within the
geographic bounds of such other state or jurisdiction at the
time the wager is initiated or placed. This bill is identical to HB
991.

Patron - Bagby

P SB642 Purchase, possession, or transportation
of firearm; assault and battery of a family or household

member or intimate partner; penalties. Adds to the existing
definition of "family or household member" a person's intimate
partner, defined in the bill as an individual who, within the pre-
vious 12 months, was in a romantic, dating, or sexual relation-
ship with the person. The bill also provides that any person
who knowingly and intentionally purchases, possesses, or
transports any firearm following a misdemeanor conviction for
an offense that occurred on or after July 1, 2024, for the offense
of assault and battery against an intimate partner or an offense
substantially similar under the laws of any other state or of the
United States is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill
incorporates SB 319. This bill is identical to HB 362. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Perry

P SB706 Drug Treatment Court Act; eligibility.
Replaces the restriction that renders persons convicted of cer-
tain violent felonies or acts of violence within the preceding 10
years ineligible to participate in a drug treatment court with a
restriction on participation if any of the following conditions
apply: (i) the offender is presently charged with a felony
offense or is convicted of a felony offense while participating
in any drug treatment court where (a) the offender carried, pos-
sessed, or used a firearm or any dangerous weapon during such
offense; (b) the death or serious bodily injury of any person
occurred during such offense; or (c) the use of force against
any other person besides the offender occurred during such
offense or (ii) the offender was previously convicted as an
adult of any felony offense that involved the use of force or
attempted use of force against any person with the intent to
cause death or serious bodily injury. This bill is a recommenda-
tion of the Virginia Criminal Justice Conference.

Patron - Stuart

P SB725 Drug Treatment Court Act; name
change. Renames the Drug Treatment Court Act as the Recov-
ery Court Act. The bill also directs the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia to rename the state Drug Treatment Court Advisory
Committee as the Recovery Court Advisory Committee. This
bill is identical to HB 292.

Patron - Pillion

P SB731 Production, publication, sale, financing,
etc., of child pornography; penalty. Amends the definition of
"child pornography" to include sexually explicit visual mate-
rial that depicts a minor in a state of nudity or engaged in sex-
ual conduct where such depiction is obscene and specifies that
such minor does not have to actually exist.

Patron - Durant

Failed

 HB11 Carrying concealed weapons; knives.
Clarifies the types of knives that are prohibited from being car-
ried in a concealed manner.
Patron - Ware

F HB12 Firearm locking device required for sale
or transfer of handguns; child safety warning required,;
penalty. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any licensed
manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer to sell,
deliver, or transfer any handgun to any person, other than a
licensed manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer,
unless the transferee is provided with a locking device for such
handgun and the handgun is accompanied by a warning, in
conspicuous and legible type in capital letters printed on a label
affixed to the gun and on a separate sheet of paper included
within the packaging enclosing the handgun, that handguns
should be locked and kept away from children and that there
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may be civil and criminal liability for failing to do so. The bill
provides exceptions for law-enforcement and governmental
agencies. This bill was incorporated into HB 158.

Patron - Jones

 HB16 Carrying a firearm or explosive material
within Capitol Square and the surrounding area, into a
building owned or leased by the Commonwealth, etc.;
exception for concealed handgun permit holders. Adds an
exception for persons who have been issued a valid concealed
handgun permit by the Commonwealth to the prohibition of
carrying a firearm within Capitol Square and the surrounding
area, any building owned or leased by the Commonwealth or
any agency thereof, or any office where employees of the
Commonwealth or any agency thereof are regularly present for
the purpose of performing their official duties.
Patron - Garrett

 HB39 Contributing to the delinquency of a
minor; sex offenders; penalty. Creates a Class 6 felony for
any person 18 years of age or older who engages in consensual
sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with or performs cunni-
lingus, fellatio, or anilingus upon or by a child 15 or older not
his spouse, child, or grandchild while such person is required
to register with the Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors
Registry.

Patron - Ware

 HB51 Prostitution; solicitation; penalties.
Increases from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 felony the
penalty for a third or subsequent offense of solicitation of pros-
titution from an adult. The bill also makes it a Class 5 felony to
solicit prostitution from any minor. Under current law, any per-
son who solicits prostitution from a minor is guilty of a Class 6
felony if the minor is 16 years of age or older or a Class 5 fel-
ony if the minor is younger than 16 years of age. Finally, the
bill increases the fines for certain offenses related to sex traf-
ficking from $100 to $1,000 and from $500 to $2,500, respec-
tively.
Patron - Taylor

 HB113 Possession, purchase, or transportation
of handgun by persons convicted of certain drug offenses
and operating a boat or vehicle while intoxicated prohib-
ited; penalty. Provides that any person who within a five-year
period has been convicted of two misdemeanor driving or boat-
ing while intoxicated offenses shall be ineligible to possess,
purchase, or transport a handgun. The bill also provides that
any person who within a three-year period has been convicted
of two misdemeanor drug offenses shall be ineligible to pos-
sess a handgun. Under current law, such person who has been
convicted of two misdemeanor drug offenses is ineligible to
purchase or transport a handgun. The bill also provides that
any person who is convicted of a second or subsequent offense
for violating the prohibition on possessing, purchasing, or
transporting a handgun following convictions of these offenses
shall be given the opportunity to voluntarily relinquish any
firearm in his possession.
Patron - Sullivan

I HB179 consecutive terms of imprisonment.
Eliminates the required imposition of mandatory consecutive
sentences of imprisonment.

Patron - Gardner

 HB209 Organized retail theft; repeal. Repeals
the crime of organized retail theft and the Organized Retail
Crime Fund.
Patron - Martinez

 HB280 Insurrections; elections; prohibition
from serving in position of public trust; civil penalty. Pro-
hibits any person from serving in any position of public trust
within the Commonwealth for life if such person is convicted
of certain offenses related to rioting and unlawful assembly or
any substantially similar offense under the laws of the United
States or any of its states or territories when such offense
occurs (i) at a polling place, a voter satellite office, or any other
location being used for voting or registration purposes; (ii)
during the certification of an election; or (iii) at any other offi-
cial proceeding related to an election. The bill provides that
any person who violates such prohibition shall be subject to a
civil penalty of $1,000, and such person shall also immediately
resign from any such position of public trust such person holds.
The bill authorizes the attorney for the Commonwealth and
their assistants to enforce these provisions.
The bill defines "position of public trust" as any position in
which a person performs work that involves a significant
degree of public trust and confidence that such person will
carry out the work in accordance with applicable laws, regula-
tion, and guidelines. Such positions may involve policy mak-
ing, major program responsibility, fiduciary responsibilities, or
other duties demanding a significant degree of public trust and
shall include positions in administering or conducting elec-
tions, public safety or public health, law enforcement, and edu-
cation.
The bill also provides a procedure for any person prohibited
from serving in any position of public trust within the Com-
monwealth to petition the circuit court of the jurisdiction in
which he resides or, if the person is not a resident of the Com-
monwealth, the circuit court of any county or city where such
person was last convicted of a disqualifying offense, for a res-
toration order that unconditionally authorizes his ability to
serve in a position of public trust within the Commonwealth.
Lastly, the bill provides that the attack on the United States
Capitol on January 6, 2021, constitutes an insurrection, and the
provisions of the bill shall apply to any person convicted of an
offense in relation to such insurrection.
Patron - Helmer

 HB289 Carrying a concealed handgun with a
permit; public parking lots. Provides that a concealed hand-
gun permit holder may store his firearms or other weapons in a
motor vehicle in a publicly or privately owned parking lot, traf-
fic circle, or other means of vehicular ingress or egress to prop-
erty that is open to the public regardless if such firearms or
weapons are prohibited by the owner of such area.

Patron - Wiley

 HB298 charitable gaming; use of proceeds.
Allows a qualified organization to use a predetermined per-
centage of its receipts for those expenses relating to facility
maintenance and upkeep, such as any rent or mortgage pay-
ment and utility expenses, and used for lawful religious, chari-
table, community, or educational purposes.
Patron - Ballard

 HB389 Carrying a concealed handgun; permit
not required. Allows any person who is otherwise eligible to
obtain a concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed hand-
gun without a permit anywhere he may lawfully carry a hand-
gun openly within the Commonwealth.
Patron - Griffin

 HB390 Carrying concealed handguns; protec-
tive orders. Authorizes any person 21 years of age or older
who is not prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or trans-
porting a firearm and is protected by an unexpired protective
order to carry a concealed handgun for 45 days after the protec-
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tive order was issued. The bill provides that if the person
issued the protective order applies for a concealed handgun
permit during such 45-day period, such person will be autho-
rized to carry a concealed handgun for an additional 45 days
and be given a copy of the certified application, which shall
serve as a de facto concealed handgun permit. The bill requires
such person to have the order or certified application and photo
identification on his person when carrying a concealed hand-
gun and to display them upon demand by a law-enforcement
officer; failure to do so is punishable by a $25 civil penalty.
Patron - Griffin

 HB394 Capital murder; death penalty. Autho-
rizes punishment by death for capital murder. The bill also pro-
vides that the Supreme Court of Virginia shall give priority to
the review of cases in which the sentence of death has been
imposed over other cases pending in the Court, and that the
provisions of the bill are severable.
Patron - Griffin

I HB395 Enhanced concealed handgun permit.
Provides that any person 21 years of age or older who applies
for a concealed handgun permit may elect to apply for an
enhanced concealed handgun permit. The bill provides that
such permit would allow a person who has been issued an
enhanced concealed handgun permit to carry a firearm any
place a law-enforcement officer may carry a firearm. The bill
provides that to obtain such enhanced concealed handgun per-
mit, a person must demonstrate competence with a handgun
and such demonstration shall include a live fire shooting exer-
cise conducted on a range with the expenditure of a minimum
of 100 rounds of ammunition.

Patron - Griffin

I HB399 punishment for conviction of second or
subsequent misdemeanor larceny; penalties. Provides that
any person convicted of a second larceny offense shall be con-
fined in jail not less than 30 days nor more than 12 months and
that for a third or any subsequent larceny offense, such person
is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

Patron - Griffin

 HB437 Manufacturing, selling, giving, distrib-
uting, etc., of fentanyl; weight-based penalties. Creates a
penalty structure based on the weight of fentanyl, its salts, iso-
mers, or salts of its isomers, or of a mixture or substance con-
taining a detectable amount of fentanyl, its salts, isomers, or
salts of its isomers.
Patron - Arnold

I HB439 Ppossession of controlled substances
unlawful; second or subsequent conviction; mandatory
minimum. Provides that the sentence of any person convicted
of possession of any controlled substance classified in Sched-
ule I or Il of the Drug Control Act for (i) a second offense
within less than five years shall include a mandatory minimum
sentence of 20 days and a mandatory minimum fine of $500;
(ii) a second offense within 10 years shall include a mandatory
minimum sentence of 45 days and a mandatory minimum fine
of $500; (iii) three offenses within 10 years shall include a
mandatory minimum sentence of 90 days and a mandatory
minimum fine of $500, unless the three offenses were commit-
ted within a five-year period, in which case the sentence shall
include a mandatory minimum sentence of confinement for six
months and a mandatory minimum fine of $1,000; and (iv) a
fourth or subsequent offense within 10 years shall include a
mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of one year and a
mandatory minimum fine of $1,000.

The bill also provides that the driver's license of any person
convicted of possession of any controlled substance classified

in Schedule | or 11 of the Drug Control Act (a) may be sus-
pended for a period of up to 30 days for the first offense and (b)
shall be suspended for a period of 30 days for the second and
subsequent offenses.

Patron - Arnold

 HB448 Marijuana presumption; driving or
operating a motor vehicle, etc., while intoxicated; penalty.
Establishes a presumption of intoxication if a person has a
blood concentration equal to or greater than 0.004 milligrams
of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol per liter of blood.
Patron - Obenshain

 HB450 Manufacturing, selling, giving, distrib-
uting, etc., fentanyl; mandatory minimum. Provides that any
person who (i) manufactures, sells, gives, distributes, or pos-
sesses with intent to manufacture, sell, give or distribute fen-
tanyl and (ii) does so within the geographic limits of any
participating locality under the Opioid Abatement Authority
shall upon conviction be imprisoned for not less than five nor
more than 40 years, two years of which shall be a mandatory
minimum term of imprisonment to be served consecutively
with any other sentence, and be fined not more than $500,000.
Patron - Obenshain

I HBA488 sexual abuse of certain children; pen-
alty. Raises the penalty for sexual abuse of a child who is 13 or
14 years of age from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 fel-
ony.

Patron - Garrett

I HB545 Law-enforcement officers; Internet
publication of personal information; exemption. Prohibits
publication of the personal information of active and retired
law-enforcement officers on the statewide geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) if a request to redact such information is
made by the officer to the entity that manages the GIS in the
officer's locality. Current law prohibits the Commonwealth
from publishing personal information on the Internet of public
officials only if a petition has been granted by the circuit court.
Patron - Walker

I HB553 Firearms-related offenses; mandatory
minimum sentences; penalty. Increases from five to 10 years
for a second or subsequent offense the mandatory minimum
sentences for use or display of a firearm during the commission
of certain felonies.

Patron - Obenshain

- HB664 Abortion; born alive infant; treatment
and care; penalty. Requires every health care provider
licensed by the Board of Medicine who attempts to terminate a
pregnancy to (i) exercise the same degree of professional skill,
care, and diligence to preserve the life and health of a human
infant who has been born alive following such attempt as a rea-
sonably diligent and conscientious health care practitioner
would render to any other child born alive at the same gesta-
tional age and (ii) take all reasonable steps to ensure the imme-
diate transfer of the human infant who has been born alive to a
hospital for further medical care. A health care provider who
fails to comply with the requirements of the bill is guilty of a
Class 4 felony and may be subject to disciplinary action by the
Board. The bill also requires every hospital licensed by the
Department of Health to establish a protocol for the treatment
and care of a human infant who has been born alive following
an attempt to terminate a pregnancy and for the immediate
reporting to law enforcement of any failure to provide such
required treatment and care.

Patron - Freitas
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 HB674 Selling, giving, or distributing a sub-
stance containing fentanyl; penalties. Provides that any per-
son who sells, gives, or distributes a substance he knows
contains two milligrams or more of any mixture or substance
containing a detectable amount of fentanyl, including its iso-
mers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of isomers, to another per-
son without such person's knowledge that the substance sold,
given, or distributed contains fentanyl is guilty of attempted
murder of the first degree by poison. The bill also provides that
if such sale, gift, or distribution results in the death of the other
person from his use of the substance containing fentanyl, then
the person who sold, gave, or distributed the substance is guilty
of murder of the first degree by poison.

Patron - Obenshain

 HB685 Selling, giving, or distributing fentanyl;
penalties. Provides that any person who sells, gives, or distrib-
utes a substance he knows or should know contains two milli-
grams or more of any mixture or substance containing a
detectable amount of fentanyl, including its isomers, esters,
ethers, salts, and salts of isomers, to another person without
such person's knowledge that the substance sold, given, or dis-
tributed contains fentanyl is guilty of attempted murder of the
second degree. The bill also provides that if such sale, gift, or
distribution results in the death of the other person from his use
of the substance containing fentanyl, then the person who sold,
gave, or distributed the substance is guilty of murder of the
second degree. The bill also makes it a felony punishable by
not less than five nor more than 40 years, three years of which
are a mandatory minimum, and a fine not to exceed $1 million
for a person to transport into the Commonwealth by any means
with intent to sell or distribute 100 milligrams or more of fen-
tanyl.

Patron - Leftwich

F HB749 sexual extortion; penalty. Makes it a
Class 5 felony for any person to maliciously threaten eviction,
loss of housing, property damage, or any financial loss with the
intent to cause the complaining witness to engage in sexual
intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anilingus, anal intercourse,
inanimate or animate object sexual penetration, or an act of
sexual abuse and thereby engage in sexual intercourse, cunni-
lingus, fellatio, anilingus, anal intercourse, inanimate or ani-
mate object sexual penetration, or an act of sexual abuse. The
bill also creates an unclassified felony punishable by not less
than one nor more than 20 years and a fine of not more than
$100,000 for any adult who violates the provisions of the bill
with a person younger than 18 years of age.

Patron - Walker

I HB752 Threats of death or bodily injury to
persons on school property; penalty. Makes it a Class 1 mis-
demeanor for any person to orally make a threat to kill or do
serious bodily injury to any person, regarding that person,
while that person is (i) on the grounds or premises of any ele-
mentary, middle, or secondary school property; (ii) at any ele-
mentary, middle, or secondary school-sponsored event; or (iii)
on a school bus, when the threat places the person who is the
object of the threat in reasonable apprehension of death or seri-
ous bodily injury to himself.

Patron - Walker

F HB753 Smoking with a minor under the age of
15 present; penalty. Creates a Class 3 misdemeanor for any
person who smokes, as defined in the bill, in the presence of a
minor under the age of 15 and directly exposes such minor to
secondhand smoke. The bill also allows a conviction for smok-
ing in the presence of a minor or a conviction for smoking in a

vehicle with a minor present to be admissible in any proceed-
ing in which it is alleged that a child is abused and neglected.
Patron - Walker

 HB756 Carrying a firearm or explosive mate-
rial into a building owned or leased by the Commonwealth;
exception for highway rest areas. Provides that the prohibi-
tion on carrying a firearm or explosive material in any building
owned or leased by the Commonwealth shall not apply to any
highway rest area.
Patron - Walker

I HB768 child victims and witnesses using two-
way closed-circuit television; standard. Expands the age
range during which a child may testify using two-way closed-
circuit television in a criminal case to include any child
younger than 18 years of age at the time of the trial. Under cur-
rent law, an alleged victim must be 14 years of age or younger
at the time of the alleged offense and 16 years of age or
younger at the time of the trial to testify by two-way closed-cir-
cuit television, and a child witness must be 14 years of age or
younger at the time of the trial to so testify. The bill also pro-
vides that the court may order that the testimony of a child be
taken by two-way closed-circuit television if it finds that the
child is unavailable to testify in open court in the presence of
the defendant, the jury, the judge, and the public if the court
finds, by a preponderance of the evidence, based upon expert
opinion testimony, that the child will suffer emotional trauma
that is more than de minimis as a result of testifying in the
defendant's presence and not the courtroom generally. Under
current law, the court may order such testimony be taken by
two-way closed-circuit television if there is a substantial likeli-
hood, based upon expert opinion testimony, that the child will
suffer severe emotional trauma from so testifying.

Patron - Delaney

F HB791 Pneumatic guns; penalties. Makes it a
Class 6 felony to possess a pneumatic gun upon (i) the property
of any child day center or public, private, or religious pre-
school or elementary, middle, or high school, including build-
ings and grounds; (ii) that portion of any property open to the
public and then exclusively used for school-sponsored func-
tions or extracurricular activities while such functions or activ-
ities are taking place; or (iii) any school bus owned or operated
by any such school.

Patron - Henson

 HB850 Operation of a motor vehicle upon the
highways of the Commonwealth after conviction; petition
procedures. States that upon a conviction for involuntary man-
slaughter as a result of driving under the influence or maiming
as a result of driving under the influence, the court shall order
the person convicted not to operate a motor vehicle upon the
highways of the Commonwealth. The bill provides that after
five years have passed from the date of the conviction, the con-
victed person may petition the court that entered the conviction
for the right to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways of
the Commonwealth and upon consideration of such petition,
the court may restore the right to operate a motor vehicle sub-
ject to such terms and conditions as the court deems appropri-
ate, including terms set forth in relevant law.
The bill also includes all enumerated violations of driving
under the influence for the offense of conduct punishable as
involuntary manslaughter. Under current law, the only viola-
tions included are driving (i) while such person is under the
influence of alcohol; (ii) while such person is under the influ-
ence of any narcotic drug or any other self-administered intoxi-
cant or drug of whatsoever nature, or any combination of such
drugs, to a degree that impairs his ability to drive or operate
any motor vehicle, engine, or train safely; and (iii) while such
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person is under the combined influence of alcohol and any
drug or drugs to a degree that impairs his ability to drive or
operate any motor vehicle, engine, or train safely.

Patron - Davis

I HBB860 Removal of boundary or survey stake;
penalty. Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person who
intentionally or knowingly injures, removes, displaces, or
destroys any boundary or survey stake, or any part thereof,
erected to designate, locate, survey, or map any land boundary.
Patron - Williams

I HB868 Computer trespass; elementary and
secondary schools; school board; penalty. Makes it a Class 6
felony for the offense of computer trespass when such offense
is committed against any elementary or secondary school or
school board.

Patron - Earley

— H8869 Unlawful picketing or parading to
obstruct or influence justice; penalty. Provides that any per-
son who, with the intent of interfering with, obstructing, or
impeding the administration of justice, or with the intent of
influencing or intimidating in the discharge of his duty any
judge, juror, witness, court officer, or court employee, pickets
or parades in or near a residence occupied or used by such
judge, juror, witness, court officer, or court employee is guilty
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also provides that the provi-
sions regarding the issuance and service of summons in place
of a warrant do not apply to such violations.

Patron - Earley

 HB956 Misdemeanor; maximum term of con-
finement. Reduces from 12 months to 364 days the maximum
term of confinement in jail for a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill
contains technical amendments.
Patron - Lopez

 HB1016 charitable gaming; definition of

"organization." Modifies the definition of "organization" for
the purposes of charitable gaming in the Commonwealth to
include an organization that is exempt from income tax pursu-
ant to § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and that is a
revitalization organization that is operated, and has always
been operated, exclusively for the purposes of revitalizing the
Downtown Harrisonburg Historic District as the economic and
social hub of the City of Harrisonburg.

Patron - Wilt

I HB1026 sex offenses prohibiting working on
school property; penalty. Adds certain offenses involving
children, including kidnapping, trafficking, sex crimes, and
prostitution and commercial sex crimes, to the list of offenses
that would prohibit an adult if convicted of such offense from
working or engaging in any volunteer activity on property he
knows or has reason to know is a public or private elementary
or secondary school or child day center. A violation of any
such offense is a Class 6 felony.

Patron - Wilt

 HB1030 Carrying a concealed handgun; per-
mit not required. Allows any person who is otherwise eligible
to obtain a concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed
handgun without a permit anywhere he may lawfully carry a
handgun openly within the Commonwealth.
Patron - Freitas

I HB1042 controlled substances; manufactur-
ing, selling, giving, distributing, etc.; adulterated or mis-
branded drugs; penalties. Makes it a Class 6 felony for any

person, except for permitted manufacturers, to possess, pur-
chase, sell, give, distribute, or possess with intent to sell, give,
or distribute an encapsulating machine or a tableting machine
that manufactures, compounds, converts, produces, processes,
prepares, or otherwise introduces into the human body a con-
trolled substance. The bill makes it a Class 5 felony if such per-
son knows, intends, or has reasonable cause to believe that
such action will result in the unlawful manufacture of a con-
trolled substance or counterfeit controlled substance that con-
tains (i) a controlled substance classified in Schedule | or
Schedule 11 of the Drug Control Act; (ii) cocaine, coca leaves,
or any salt, compound, derivative, or preparation thereof as
described in Schedule 11 of the Drug Control Act; or (iii) a con-
trolled substance analog as defined in relevant law.

The bill also makes it a felony punishable by imprisonment for
not less than 10 nor more than 40 years for any person 18 years
of age or older to knowingly allow a minor or a mentally inca-
pacitated or physically helpless person of any age to be present
during the manufacture or attempted manufacture of any sub-
stance containing a detectable amount of fentanyl.

The bill also increases from a Class 2 misdemeanor to a Class 6
felony the penalty for violations related to adulterated or mis-
branded drugs and cosmetics.

Patron - Gilbert

I HB1086 Admission of evidence; evidentiary
hearing; excluded persons. Exempts those persons whose
presence, in the judgment of the court, would be supportive of
the complaining witness or the accused and would not impair
the conduct of a fair hearing from being excluded from eviden-
tiary hearings for certain prosecutions.

Patron - Oates

 HB1090 Prohibiting purchase or possession of
tobacco products, etc.; persons under 21 years of age; civil
penalties. Increases the civil penalty from $100 to $500 for a
first violation, $200 to $1,000 for a second violation, and $500
to $2,500 for a third or subsequent violation by an individual or
by a separate retail establishment that, for products other than a
bidi, (i) sells to, distributes to, purchases for, or knowingly per-
mits the purchase by any person less than 21 years of age,
knowing or having reason to believe that such person is less
than 21 years of age, any tobacco product, nicotine vapor prod-
uct, alternative nicotine product, or hemp product intended for
smoking or (ii) sells a tobacco product, nicotine vapor product,
alternative nicotine product, or hemp product intended for
smoking to any individual who does not demonstrate, by pro-
ducing a driver's license or similar photo identification issued
by a government agency, that the individual is at least 21 years
of age.
Patron - Oates

 HB1097 Felony homicide; certain drug

offenses; penalty. Provides that a person is guilty of felony
homicide, which constitutes second degree murder and is pun-
ishable by confinement of not less than five nor more than 40
years, if the underlying felonious act that resulted in the killing
of another involved the manufacture, sale, gift, or distribution
of a Schedule I or Il controlled substance to another and such
other person's use of the controlled substance results in his
death. The bill provides that venue for a prosecution of this
crime shall lie in the locality where the underlying felony
occurred, where the use of the controlled substance occurred,
or where death occurred. The bill also provides that if a person
gave or distributed a Schedule | or Il controlled substance only
as an accommodation to another individual who is not an
inmate in a community correctional facility, local correctional
facility, or state correctional facility, or in the custody of an
employee thereof, and not with intent to profit thereby from
any consideration received or expected nor to induce the recip-
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ient of the controlled substance to use or become addicted to or
dependent upon such controlled substance, he is guilty of a
Class 5 felony.

Patron - Kilgore

F HB1102 Marijuana presumption; driving or

operating a motor vehicle, etc., while intoxicated; penalty.
Establishes a presumption of intoxication if a person has a
blood concentration equal to or greater than 0.003 milligrams
of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol per liter of blood.

Patron - Walker

I HB1141 nNonresident concealed handgun per-
mits. Provides that if the Department of State Police has not
issued a nonresident concealed handgun permit nor determined
that the applicant for such permit is disqualified within 90 days
of receipt of the application for such permit, the Department
shall immediately issue the permit. Current law does not spec-
ify a time limit for issuance of such permit or determination of
disqualification. The bill retains the current requirement that if
after issuance of the permit the permittee is found by the
Department to be disqualified, the permit shall be revoked and
the person shall return the permit after being so notified by the
Department.

Patron - Cordoza

 HB1143 Renaming child pornography as

child sexual abuse material. Replaces all instances of "child
pornography" in the Code with "child sexual abuse material."
Patron - Cordoza

I HB1147 Tnhreats to members of the General
Assembly; obstruction of justice; penalties. Makes it a Class
6 felony to knowingly and willfully send, deliver or convey, or
cause to be sent, delivered, or conveyed, to a current member
of the General Assembly or his immediate family any threat to
take the life of or inflict bodily harm upon a current member of
the General Assembly or his immediate family, whether such
threat be oral or written. The bill also provides that any person
who without just cause knowingly obstructs any elected offi-
cial in the performance of his duties as such or fails or refuses
without just cause to cease such obstruction when requested to
do so by such elected official is guilty of a Class 1 misde-
meanor.

Patron - Cordoza

— HB1150 Live or recorded threats over public
airways or by other means; penalty. Clarifies that, for the
offense of using profane, threatening, or indecent language
over public airways or by other methods, "over any telephone”
includes any electronically transmitted communication produc-
ing a recorded or live visual or electronic message that is
received or transmitted by cellular telephone or other wireless
telecommunications device.

Patron - Cordoza

F HB1184 provision of abortion; abortion based
on the sex or ethnicity of unborn child prohibited; penal-
ties. Provides that, except in a medical emergency, a physician
or an advanced practice registered nurse shall not perform,
induce, or attempt to perform or induce an abortion unless such
physician or advanced practice registered nurse who is to per-
form or induce the abortion has first confirmed that the abor-
tion is not being sought on the basis of the sex or ethnicity of
the unborn child and has documented these facts in the mater-
nal patient's chart, as well as in a report to be filed with the
State Health Commissioner within 15 days of the abortion. The
bill further provides that any physician or advanced practice
registered nurse performing such a prohibited abortion has
committed an act of unprofessional conduct, that his license to

practice medicine or as an advanced practice registered nurse
in the Commonwealth shall be suspended or revoked pursuant
to the rules of unprofessional conduct, and that he is subject to
a penalty of perjury for attesting to false information on the
required report and a civil penalty.

Patron - Scott, P.A.

— HB1198 Fees for resident concealed handgun
permits. Eliminates the fees that may be charged for the pro-
cessing of an application for or issuing of a resident concealed
handgun permit, including any costs associated with the clerk's
consultation with law-enforcement agencies, which under cur-
rent law is $10; a fee not to exceed $35 to the law-enforcement
agency conducting the background investigation; and a fee not
to exceed $5 to the State Police to cover its costs associated
with processing the application.

Patron - Scott, P.A.

 HB1202 Killing the fetus of another; man-

slaughter; penalties. Provides that any person who Kkills the
fetus of another by an intentional act committed while in the
sudden heat of passion upon reasonable provocation is guilty
of voluntary manslaughter, which is punishable as a Class 5
felony. The bill also provides that any person who kills the
fetus of another accidentally, contrary to the intention of the
parties and while engaged in conduct so gross, wanton, and
culpable as to show a reckless disregard for human life, is
guilty of involuntary manslaughter, which is also punishable as
a Class 5 felony.

Patron - Scott, P.A.

|: HB:|.206 Obscene materials; restrictions on

purchase, distribution, exhibition, or loan; exceptions;
libraries and schools. Modifies the exceptions to restrictions
on the purchase, distribution, exhibition, or loan of obscene
materials by providing that schools supported by public appro-
priation are not subject to the exceptions and limiting the
exception applicable to libraries supported by public appropri-
ation only to obscene material that is available exclusively in a
section of the library to which access is restricted by age.
Patron - Scott, P.A.

F HB1240 sale of nicotine vapor product, alter-
native nicotine product, hemp product intended for smok-
ing, or tobacco product; civil penalties. Increases the civil
penalties for the sale, distribution, purchase for, or permitting
of the purchase by persons less than 21 years of age and the
sale to an individual who does not demonstrate he is at least 21
years of age of any nicotine vapor product, alternative nicotine
product, hemp product intended for smoking, or tobacco prod-
uct other than a bidi from $100 to $500 for a first violation,
from $200 to $1,000 for a second violation, and from $500 to
$2,500 for a third or subsequent violation.

Patron - Wilt

 HB1276 Display of sexually explicit visual

material to a child unlawful; penalty. Makes it a Class 6 fel-
ony to display sexually explicit visual material, as defined in
relevant law, to a child under 13 years of age with the intent to
entice, solicit, or encourage the child to engage in the fondling
of the sexual or genital parts of another or the fondling of his
sexual or genital parts by another, sexual intercourse, cunnilin-
gus, fellatio, anilingus, anal intercourse, or object sexual pene-
tration. Current law prohibits the display of child pornography,
as defined in relevant law, to such child under 13 years of age.

Patron - Webert

 HB1299 Ignition interlock systems; penalty.
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F HB1315 Elected officials; Internet publication
of personal information; definition of public official. Adds
to the definition of "public official" any elected official for the
purposes of prohibiting the Commonwealth from publishing on
the Internet the personal information of any public official if a
court has ordered that such official's personal information is
prohibited from publication and the official has made a
demand in writing to the Commonwealth, accompanied by the
order of the court, that the Commonwealth not publish such
information. The bill provides that such written demand made
by an elected official is effective for four years if such elected
official continuously serves throughout the four-year period.

Patron - Walker

F HB1319 Disorderly conduct; penalty.

Removes the prohibition on the applicability of the offense of
disorderly conduct in public place to any elementary or sec-
ondary school student if the disorderly conduct occurred on the
property of any elementary or secondary school, on a school
bus, or at any activity conducted or sponsored by any elemen-
tary or secondary school.

Patron - Kent

 HB1321 Carrying a firearm or explosive

material within Capitol Square and the surrounding area,
into a building owned or leased by the Commonwealth,
etc.; exceptions for law-enforcement officers. Adds an
exception for off-duty law-enforcement officers to the prohibi-
tion of carrying a firearm within any building owned or leased
by the Commonwealth or any agency thereof or any office
where employees of the Commonwealth or any agency thereof
are regularly present for the purpose of performing their offi-
cial duties.

Patron - Wyatt

F HB1325 criminal history record information
check required for the transfer of certain firearms. Elimi-
nates the requirement that firearms dealers must mail or deliver
the written criminal history information record check consent
to the Department of State Police on the last day of the week
following the sale or transfer of any firearm.

Patron - Taylor

I HB1364 Abortion prohibited; exception; life
of the mother; penalty. Provides that if any person administer
to, or cause to be taken by a woman, any drug or other thing, or
use means, with intent to destroy her unborn child, or to pro-
duce abortion or miscarriage, and thereby destroy such child,
or produce such abortion or miscarriage at any point after con-
ception of such unborn child, he is guilty of a Class 4 misde-
meanor unless it is necessary for a licensed physician to
terminate a human pregnancy or assist in the termination of a
human pregnancy by performing an abortion or causing a mis-
carriage on any woman in order to save her life in the opinion
of such physician so performing the abortion or causing the
miscarriage.

Patron - Griffin

- HB1368 sexoffenses prohibiting proximity to
children; state parks; penalty. Provides that every adult who
is convicted of an offense prohibiting proximity to children,
when the offense occurred on or after July 1, 2024, shall as part
of his sentence be forever prohibited from going, for the pur-
pose of having any contact whatsoever with children who are
not in his custody, within 100 feet of the premises of any area
of a state park where he knows or has reason to know that chil-
dren are present. A violation is a Class 6 felony.

Patron - Taylor

 HB1465 interference with commercial fishing
vessel; penalties. Provides that a person who comes within 50
feet of a commercial fishing vessel without the consent of the
owner or person in charge of such vessel with the intent to
coerce, intimidate, or harass the captain or crew of such vessel
or interfere with the operations of such vessel is guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill makes it a Class 6 felony to
communicate to another person by any means any threat to (i)
kill or do bodily injury to a person or persons engaged in the
activity of commercial fishing on the waters of the Common-
wealth or (ii) bomb, burn, destroy, or in any manner damage
any commercial fishing vessel, and increases this penalty to a
Class 5 felony if such threat places the captain or crew in rea-
sonable apprehension of death or bodily injury. The bill makes
it a Class 6 felony to intentionally or recklessly damage, injure,
tamper with, deface, or destroy a commercial fishing vessel or
any associated gear. The bill provides that a law-enforcement
officer may, with or without a warrant, arrest any person for an
alleged violation of these offenses and seize any motorboat,
personal watercraft, or vessel used or employed in violation of
these offenses and that such property seized is subject to forfei-
ture proceedings. The bill also deems a person to be ineligible
for any hunting or fishing license for a certain period of time if
such person is found guilty of an offense set out in the bill.
Patron - Bloxom

 HB1471 Drug Treatment Court Act; name
change. Renames the Drug Treatment Court Act as the Recov-
ery Court Act. The bill also directs the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia to rename the state Drug Treatment Court Advisory
Committee as the Recovery Court Advisory Committee.
Patron - Keys-Gamarra

I HB1525 unauthorized creation of image of

another; Al-generated image; penalties. Creates a Class 1
misdemeanor for any person who knowingly and intentionally
creates any videographic or still image using artificial intelli-
gence of any nonconsenting person if (i) that person is totally
nude, performing sexual acts, clad in undergarments, or in a
state of undress so as to expose the genitals, pubic area, but-
tocks, or female breast and (ii) such videographic or still image
appears to be or is intended to appear to be such nonconsenting
person. The bill provides that if such nonconsenting person is
under the age of 18, the offender is guilty of a Class 6 felony.
Patron - Freitas

F HB1547 Aicohol safety action program; entry
into program; fee. Increases from $300 to $400 the maximum
fee a person may be required to pay when entering a court-
ordered alcohol safety action program.

Patron - Wright

 SB52 Felony homicide; certain drug offenses;
penalty. Provides that a person is guilty of felony homicide,
which constitutes second degree murder and is punishable by
confinement of not less than five nor more than 40 years, if the
underlying felonious act that resulted in the Killing of another
involved the manufacture, sale, gift, or distribution of a Sched-
ule 1 or 11 controlled substance to another and (i) such other
person's death results from his use of the controlled substance
and (ii) the controlled substance is the proximate cause of his
death. The bill provides that venue for a prosecution of this
crime shall lie in the locality where the underlying felony
occurred, where the use of the controlled substance occurred,
or where death occurred. The bill also provides that if a person
gave or distributed a Schedule I or 1l controlled substance only
as an accommodation to another individual who is not an
inmate in a community correctional facility, local correctional
facility, or state correctional facility, or in the custody of an
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employee thereof, and not with intent to profit thereby from
any consideration received or expected nor to induce the recip-
ient of the controlled substance to use or become addicted to or
dependent upon such controlled substance, he is guilty of a
Class 5 felony.

Patron - McDougle

I~ SB55 purchase of firearms; waiting period;
penalty. Provides that no person shall sell a firearm unless at
least three days have elapsed from the time the prospective
purchaser completes the written consent form to have a
licensed dealer obtain criminal history record information, with
exceptions enumerated in relevant law. This bill was incorpo-
rated into SB 273.

Patron - Salim

 SB56 Carrying a firearm or explosive material
within Capitol Square and the surrounding area, into a
building owned or leased by the Commonwealth, etc.;
exceptions for law-enforcement officers. Adds an exception
for off-duty law-enforcement officers to the prohibition of car-
rying a firearm within any building owned or leased by the
Commonwealth or any agency thereof or any office where
employees of the Commonwealth or any agency thereof are
regularly present for the purpose of performing their official
duties.
Patron - McDougle

 SB57 Carrying a concealed handgun onto the
premises of any restaurant; penalty. Makes it a Class 2 mis-
demeanor for any person, except for active and qualified
retired law-enforcement officers, to carry a concealed handgun
onto the premises of any restaurant or club for which a license
to sell and serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises consump-
tion has been granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Authority. Under current law, a concealed handgun permit
holder may carry a concealed handgun onto the premises of
any restaurant or club that sells alcoholic beverages, but he is
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor if he consumes an alcoholic
beverage while on the premises.
Patron - Salim

- SB77 Punishment for conviction of fourth or
subsequent misdemeanor larceny; penalty. Provides that any
person convicted of a fourth or subsequent larceny offense,
regardless of whether the prior convictions were misdemeanors
or felonies, or any combination thereof, is guilty of a Class 6
felony.

Patron - Peake

I SB82 concealed handgun permit; concealed
weapons permit. Changes the concealed handgun permit to a
concealed weapons permit. The bill provides that a person who
obtains a concealed weapons permit may carry such concealed
weapons in any place where a person may carry a concealed
handgun with a concealed handgun permit under current law.
The expanded types of weapons that may be carried concealed
are specified in the bill. The bill provides that any concealed
handgun permit issued prior to July 1, 2024, shall include
weapons other than handguns, as such weapons are specified in
the bill, and shall be treated as a concealed weapons permit.
Patron - McGuire

I SB120 Hate crimes and discrimination; ethnic
animosity; penalties. Provides that it is the policy of the Com-
monwealth to safeguard all individuals within the Common-
wealth from unlawful discrimination in employment and in
places of public accommodation because of such individual's
ethnic origin. The bill also adds victims who are intentionally
selected because of their ethnic origin to the categories of vic-

tims whose intentional selection for a hate crime involving
assault, assault and battery, or trespass for the purpose of dam-
aging another's property results in a higher criminal penalty for
the offense. The bill also provides that no provider or user of an
interactive computer service on the Internet shall be liable for
any action voluntarily taken by it in good faith to restrict access
to material that the provider or user considers to be intended to
incite hatred on the basis of ethnic origin. This bill was incor-
porated into SB 7.

Patron - Subramanyam

F SB193 Fleeing from a law-enforcement officer;
penalty. Removes the requirement that a law-enforcement offi-
cer have the immediate physical ability to place a person under
arrest for the crime of fleeing from a law-enforcement officer.
Patron - DeSteph

 SB203 Firearms-related offenses; mandatory
minimum sentences; penalty. Increases from five to 10 years
for a second or subsequent offense the mandatory minimum
sentences for use or display of a firearm during the commission
of certain felonies.
Patron - Diggs

 SB221 Use, display, or concealment of firearm
in committing certain felonies; penalty. Provides that a per-
son is guilty of a separate felony if he carries about his person
any pistol, shotgun, rifle, or other firearm that is hidden from
common observation while committing or attempting to com-
mit certain other felonies. The bill also increases from three to
five years for a first offense and from five to 10 years for a sec-
ond or subsequent offense the mandatory minimum sentences
for use or display of a firearm during the commission of certain
felonies.
Patron - DeSteph

F SB223 unlawful picketing or parading to
obstruct or influence justice; penalty. Provides that any per-
son who, with the intent of interfering with, obstructing, or
impeding the administration of justice, or with the intent of
influencing or intimidating in the discharge of his duty any
judge, juror, witness, court officer, or court employee, pickets
or parades in or near a residence occupied or used by such
judge, juror, witness, court officer, or court employee is guilty
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also provides that the provi-
sions regarding the issuance and service of summons in place
of a warrant do not apply to such violations.

Patron - McGuire

F SB319 Purchase, possession, or transportation
of firearm following an assault and battery against a per-
son in a dating relationship with the alleged offender, pen-
alty. Provides that any person who knowingly and
intentionally purchases, possesses, or transports any firearm
following a misdemeanor conviction for an offense that
occurred on or after July 1, 2024, for the offense of assault and
battery against a person in a dating relationship, as defined in
the bill, with the alleged offender or an offense substantially
similar under the laws of any other state or of the United States
is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. This bill was incorporated
into SB 642.

Patron - Salim

 SB348 Gaming; posting of illegal gaming tip
line information. Requires those legally authorized to sell Vir-
ginia lottery tickets or conduct charitable gaming, horse racing
with pari-mutuel wagering, and casino gaming in the Com-
monwealth to post in a conspicuous place on their premises a
sign that bears the toll-free telephone number and website of
the illegal gaming tip line established and administered by the
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Office of the Gaming Enforcement Coordinator in the Depart-
ment of State Police for members of the public to report con-
cerns about, or suspected instances of, illegal gaming activities.
This bill was incorporated into SB 397.

Patron - Reeves

 SB369 Maiming, killing, or poisoning compan-
ion animals; penalty. Makes it a Class 5 felony for any person
to maliciously shoot, stab, or wound, or otherwise cause bodily
injury to, or administer poison to or expose poison with intent
that it be taken by, any companion animal of another, or do any
of the foregoing acts to any companion animal of his own with
intent to defraud any insurer of such animal. Under current law,
such offenses are punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor for the
first offense and a Class 6 felony for a second or subsequent
offense provided certain conditions are met. The bill also
makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to do any of the
foregoing acts with any of the aforesaid intents (i) to any com-
panion animal unlawfully but not maliciously or (ii) to any
fowl.
Patron - Ebbin

F SB384 Human smuggling; penalties. Makes it a
Class 6 felony for any person who, with the intent to obtain a
pecuniary benefit, knowingly and with the intent to evade the
immigration laws of the United States uses a motor vehicle,
aircraft, watercraft, or other means of conveyance to transport
another person in or through the Commonwealth and knows or
should have known that such person being transported is likely
to be exploited for the financial gain of another.

The bill provides that any person who commits human smug-
gling (i) in a manner that creates a substantial likelihood that
the individual being smuggled will suffer serious bodily injury
or death, (ii) by smuggling a child younger than 18 years of age
at the time of the offense, or (iii) while knowingly possessing a
firearm during the commission of the offense is guilty of a
Class 3 felony.

The bill also provides that any person who commits human
smuggling and as a direct result of the commission of the
offense the individual being smuggled (a) became a victim of
human trafficking, commercial sex trafficking, sexual assault,
or aggravated sexual assault or (b) suffered serious bodily
injury or death is guilty of a Class 2 felony.

Patron - Sturtevant

 SB442 Computer trespass; elementary and sec-
ondary schools; school board; penalty. Makes it a Class 6
felony for the offense of computer trespass when such offense
is committed against any public, private, or religious elemen-
tary or secondary school or any school board.
Patron - Durant

- 58522 Purchase of firearms; demonstrated
competence with a firearm or completion of a firearms
safety or training course; penalty. Requires that a prospec-
tive purchaser of a firearm present proof that such prospective
purchaser has demonstrated competence with a firearm or
completed a firearms safety or training course, as specified in
the bill, within the past five years.

Patron - Williams Graves

 SB528 Crimes; offenses against the sovereignty
of the Commonwealth; unfaithful delegates to a convention
for proposing amendments held under Article V of the
Constitution of the United States; penalties. Provides that a
delegate or interim delegate to a convention for proposing
amendments held under Article V of the Constitution of the
United States may not vote or otherwise act beyond the author-
ity granted in his commission, as that term is defined in the bill.
The bill provides that a delegate or interim delegate who

exceeds the scope of his authority is guilty of a Class 5 felony.
The bill also provides that any individual who knowingly
bribes, threatens, intimidates, or unlawfully obstructs or
attempts to bribe, threaten, intimidate, or unlawfully obstruct
any delegate or interim delegate to the such convention is
guilty of a Class 5 felony.

Patron - Sturtevant

I SB551 purchase of firearms; waiting period;
penalty. Provides that no person shall sell a firearm unless at
least two days have elapsed from the time the prospective pur-
chaser completes the written consent form to have a licensed
dealer obtain criminal history record information, with excep-
tions enumerated in relevant law. This bill is incorporated into
SB 273.

Patron - Deeds

F SB559 commercial sex trafficking, prostitu-
tion, etc.; penalties. Increases from a Class 4 felony to a Class
3 felony the penalties for the following crimes if a minor is not
involved: (i) human trafficking; (ii) receiving money or other
valuable thing for or on account of causing any person to
engage in forced labor or services, concubinage, prostitution,
or the manufacture of any obscene material or child pornogra-
phy; (iii) receiving any money or other valuable thing from the
earnings of any male or female engaged in prostitution; and
(iv) commercial sex trafficking through the use of force, intim-
idation, or deception. The bill also increases from a Class 3 fel-
ony to a Class 2 felony the penalties for the following crimes if
a minor is involved: (a) human trafficking; (b) receiving
money or other valuable thing for or on account of causing any
person to engage in forced labor or services, concubinage,
prostitution, or the manufacture of any obscene material or
child pornography; (c) receiving any money or other valuable
thing from the earnings of any male or female engaged in pros-
titution; and (d) commercial sex trafficking.

Patron - McGuire

 SB583 Carrying a firearm or explosive mate-
rial into a building owned or leased by the Commonwealth;
exception for highway rest areas. Provides that the prohibi-
tion on carrying a firearm or explosive material in any building
owned or leased by the Commonwealth shall not apply to any
highway rest area.

Patron - Diggs

 SB602 Felony homicide; certain drug offenses;
penalties. Provides that a person is guilty of felony homicide,
which constitutes second degree murder and is punishable by
confinement of not less than five nor more than 40 years, if the
underlying felonious act that resulted in the killing of another
involved the manufacture, sale, gift, or distribution of a Sched-
ule I or Il controlled substance to another person and such
other person's use of the controlled substance results in his
death, regardless of the time or place death occurred in relation
to the commission of the underlying felony. The bill provides
that venue for a prosecution of this crime shall lie in the local-
ity where the underlying felony occurred, where the use of the
controlled substance occurred, or where death occurred. The
bill also provides that if a person gave or distributed a Schedule
I or Il controlled substance only as an accommodation to
another individual who is not an inmate in a community cor-
rectional facility, local correctional facility, or state correc-
tional facility, or in the custody of an employee thereof, and not
with intent to profit thereby from any consideration received or
expected nor to induce the recipient of the controlled substance
to use or become addicted to or dependent upon such con-
trolled substance, he is guilty of a Class 5 felony.
Patron - McGuire
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- SB666 sex offenses prohibiting proximity to
children; state parks; penalty. Provides that every adult who
is convicted of an offense prohibiting proximity to children,
when the offense occurred on or after July 1, 2024, shall as part
of his sentence be forever prohibited from going, for the pur-
pose of having any contact whatsoever with children who are
not in his custody, within 100 feet of the premises of any area
of a state park where he knows or has reason to know that chil-
dren are present. A violation is a Class 6 felony.

Patron - Diggs

 SB690 Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Pro-
gram; fee. Raises from $300 to $350 the maximum fee that
may be charged to a person required by the court to enter the
Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program upon conviction of
certain offenses related to driving a motor vehicle or commer-
cial vehicle while intoxicated, operating a boat while intoxi-
cated, or refusing to have samples of breath taken for chemical
tests to determine alcohol content of blood.
Patron - Obenshain

 SB700 Prostitution; solicitation; penalties.
Increases from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 felony the
penalty for a third or subsequent offense of solicitation of pros-
titution from an adult. The bill also makes it a Class 5 felony to
solicit prostitution from any minor. Under current law, any per-
son who solicits prostitution from a minor is guilty of a Class 6
felony if the minor is 16 years of age or older or a Class 5 fel-
ony if the minor is younger than 16 years of age. Finally, the
bill increases the fines for certain offenses related to sex traf-
ficking from $100 to $1,000 and from $500 to $2,500, respec-
tively.
Patron - Mulchi

Carried Over

C HB158 Firearm locking device required for sale
or transfer of firearm; warning against accessibility to chil-
dren; penalty. Makes it a Class 3 misdemeanor for any
licensed manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer to
sell, deliver, or transfer any firearm to any person other than a
licensed manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer
unless the transferee is provided with a locking device for that
firearm and the firearm is accompanied by a warning, in con-
spicuous and legible type in capital letters printed on a separate
sheet of paper included within the packaging enclosing the
firearm, that firearms should be locked and kept away from
children and that there may be civil and criminal liability for
failing to do so. The bill provides exceptions for law-enforce-
ment and governmental agencies. This bill incorporates HB 12.
Patron - McClure

C HB270 Sale, transfer, etc., of certain firearms
and firearm magazines; Virginia Firearm Buy-Back Pro-
gram and Fund established; penalties. Provides that, unless
otherwise prohibited by law, any person may import, sell,
transfer, manufacture, or purchase an authorized rifle, defined
in the bill, in accordance with the relevant provisions of law.
The bill makes it a Class 6 felony for any person to import, sell,
transfer, manufacture, or purchase a restricted rifle or large-
capacity firearm magazine, both defined in the bill, with cer-
tain exceptions. The bill also provides that a person is civilly
liable for injuries to person or property or wrongful death of
another caused by a third party if it can be shown that the civil
defendant sold or transferred a restricted rifle or large-capacity
firearm magazine in violation of the provisions of the bill to the
person who committed the crime resulting in such injury or
death.

The bill also provides that no person shall sell a firearm unless
at least three days have elapsed from the time the prospective
purchaser completes the written consent form to have a
licensed dealer obtain criminal history record information, with
exceptions enumerated in the bill.

The bill also directs the Department of State Police to develop
policies for the establishment of uniform standards for the cre-
ation of the Virginia Firearm Buy-Back Program. The bill clar-
ifies that participation in the Program by a local law-
enforcement agency is voluntary and also directs the Depart-
ment to establish the Virginia Firearm Buy-Back Fund, a non-
reverting fund to be used solely for the purposes of
development and implementation of the Program.

Patron - Reid

C HB319 Firearms instructors and safety pro-
grams; National Rifle Association and United States Con-
cealed Carry Association. Removes references to the
National Rifle Association (the NRA) and the United States
Concealed Carry Association from the Code that allow the
organizations to certify ranges and instructors and for courses
offered by them to serve as proof of demonstrated competence
in firearms safety and training for the purpose of obtaining a
concealed handgun permit or receiving training as a minor in
the use of pneumatic guns. The bill also repeals authority for
special license plates in support of the NRA.

Patron - Helmer

C HB527 charitable Sports Raffle Act estab-
lished; penalties. Establishes the Charitable Sports Raffles Act
for the purpose of authorizing athletic event drawings, defined
in the bill, to be conducted by affiliated nonprofit organizations
that conduct such drawings in accordance with regulations pro-
mulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices. The bill places limits on when and where an athletic
event drawing may be held and requires the prize amount of
any such drawing to be 50 percent of the total amount collected
from the sale of the tickets. The bill requires the organization to
donate a certain percentage of the remaining funds in accor-
dance with Department regulations and imposes certain civil
and criminal penalties for violations of the provisions of the
bill.

Patron - Krizek

C HB774 Aicohol safety action program; local
administrative fee. Provides that any county, city, or town, or
any combination thereof, that has established and operates an
alcohol safety action program and supplements fees collected
for the program pursuant to general law by more than 33 per-
cent annually in order to fully fund the program may charge a
local administrative fee of no more than $100 to each person
entering such program.

Patron - Herring

C HB927 Secretary of Public Safety and Home-
land Security and the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources; work group; report. Directs the Secretary of Pub-
lic Safety and Homeland Security and the Secretary of Health
and Human Resources to convene a work group to study and
make recommendations on procedures for requiring health care
providers or facilities to report to a law-enforcement officer in
order to initiate procedures for the issuance of a substantial risk
order. The bill requires the work group to report its findings
and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assem-
bly by November 1, 2024.

Patron - Shin

C HB1235 Carrying concealed handguns; pro-
tective orders. Authorizes any person 21 years of age or older
who is not prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or trans-


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB666
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB690
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB700
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB158
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB270
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB319
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB527
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB774
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB927
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1235

Criminal Procedure

2024 Session Summary

porting a firearm and is protected by an unexpired protective
order to carry a concealed handgun for 45 days after the protec-
tive order was issued. The bill provides that if the person
issued the protective order applies for a concealed handgun
permit during such 45-day period, such person will be autho-
rized to carry a concealed handgun for an additional 45 days
and be given a copy of the certified application, which shall
serve as a de facto concealed handgun permit. During the
period such person is authorized to carry a concealed handgun,
the bill provides that the person may carry a handgun any place
a law-enforcement officer may carry a firearm. The bill
requires such person to have the order or certified application
and photo identification on his person when carrying a con-
cealed handgun and to display them upon demand by a law-
enforcement officer; failure to do so is punishable by a $25
civil penalty.

Patron - Zehr

C HB1424 rirearm purchases; permit to pur-

chase a firearm required; penalties. Requires any person
purchasing a firearm from a firearms dealer to present a valid
permit issued by the Department of State Police that allows the
holder to purchase a firearm. The bill prohibits a firearms
dealer from selling, renting, trading, or transferring from his
inventory any firearm to any person until he has received such
permit. The bill sets forth the procedures to apply for the per-
mit and prohibits the permitting of any person who (i) is
younger than 21 years of age; (ii) is prohibited from purchas-
ing, possessing, or transporting a firearm; (iii) within the two
years prior to the date of application, has been convicted of any
offense against a person that is an act of violence, force, or
threat or a firearm-related offense that is punished as a Class 1
misdemeanor; (iv) is an unlawful user of or addicted to any
controlled substance; (v) within the two years prior to the date
of application, has not completed a firearms safety or training
course or class offered to the public by a law-enforcement
agency, institution of higher education, or private or public
institution or organization or by a firearms training school uti-
lizing instructors certified or approved by the Department of
Criminal Justice Services, and with a required curriculum,
detailed in the bill; or (vi) for whom it would not be in the
interest of the public health, safety, or welfare of the Common-
wealth as determined by the Department of State Police for the
person to obtain a permit because the person is found to be
lacking in essential character or temperament necessary to be
entrusted with a firearm. The bill provides that such permit is
valid for five years from the date of issuance. The bill details
reasons for revocation of a permit and provides that any person
who fails to return a revoked permit to the Superintendent of
State Police within five days' notice of revocation is guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill also states that any person who
willfully and intentionally makes a materially false statement
on the application form for a permit is guilty of a Class 5 fel-
ony.

Patron - Hope

C SB332 Misdemeanor; maximum term of con-
finement. Reduces from 12 months to 364 days the maximum
term of confinement in jail for a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill
contains technical amendments. The bill also requires the Vir-
ginia Criminal Sentencing Commission to revise all labels on
Sentencing Guidelines worksheets and instructions in the Sen-
tencing Guidelines manual so that any conviction for an
offense defined as a Class 1 misdemeanor or any other misde-
meanor with a maximum penalty of 364 days of incarceration,
as provided by the bill, shall be scored as if the maximum pen-
alty were 12 months for the purposes of preparing and using
the discretionary sentencing guidelines.

Patron - Salim

C SB571 Synthetic media; penalty. Expands the
applicability of provisions related to defamation, slander, and
libel to include synthetic media, defined in the bill. The bill
makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to generate,
create, or use or cause to be generated, created, or used any
deceptive audio or visual media, defined in the bill, for the pur-
pose of committing a criminal offense involving fraud. The bill
creates a rebuttable presumption that such deceptive audio or
visual media was generated or created for the purpose of com-
mitting such criminal offense if such deceptive audio or visual
media is subsequently used as part of a plan or course of con-
duct to commit such criminal offense. The bill also authorizes
the individual depicted in the deceptive audio or visual media
to bring a civil action against the person who violates such pro-
hibition to recover actual damages, reasonable attorney fees,
and such other relief as the court determines to be appropriate.
The bill directs the Attorney General to convene a work group
to study and make recommendations on the current enforce-
ment of laws related to the use of deceptive audio or visual
media, including deepfakes, and any further action needed to
address the issue of such use in fraudulent acts.

Patron - Ebbin

C SB689 Exemptions to article; cruise ship gam-
ing in the offshore waters of the Commonwealth.

Patron - Craig

C SB694 skil games; exceptions. Clarifies that
skill games are a form of illegal gambling except where rele-
vant Code provides otherwise.

Patron - Stanley

Criminal Procedure

Passed

P HBG63 criminal cases; request for a jury to
ascertain punishment. Provides that an accused may with-
draw a request for a jury to ascertain punishment up until the
commencement of the sentencing proceeding. The bill also
provides that counsel for either party shall have the right to
examine jurors regarding the potential range of punishment
regardless of whether the jury will ascertain punishment and
that the court or counsel for either party may inform any person
or juror during voir dire as to the potential range of punishment
to ascertain if the person or juror can sit impartially in the guilt
or sentencing phase of the case. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Simon

P HB76 Foreman of grand jury; oaths of jurors
and witnesses. Clarifies the oath of the foreman and other
grand jurors. This bill is a recommendation of the Judicial
Councll of Virginia.

Patron - Watts

P HB78 search warrants, subpoenas, court
orders, or other process; menstrual health data prohibited.
Prohibits the issuance of a search warrant, subpoena, court
order, or other process for the purpose of the search and seizure
or production of menstrual health data, as defined in the bill,
including data stored on a computer, computer network, or
other device containing electronic or digital information. This
bill incorporates HB 1359 and is identical to SB 16.

Patron - Watts
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P HB102 Compensation of court-appointed coun-
sel. Raises the limitation of fees that court-appointed counsel
can receive for representation on various offenses in district
and circuit courts. The bill also limits the fees charged for the
cost of court-appointed counsel or public defender representa-
tion to persons determined to be indigent to an amount no
greater than the amount such person would have owed if such
fees had been assessed on or before June 30, 2024. The bill has
a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 356.

Patron - Reaser

P HB155 criminal Injuries Compensation Fund;
claims. Provides that in claims for an award under the Crimi-
nal Injuries Compensation Fund involving claims of sexual
abuse of a minor where the conduct constitutes a felony, the
passage of time shall not be a barrier to when the victim can
file a claim. Under current law, such claim involving sexual
abuse of a minor shall be filed within 10 years after the minor's
eighteenth birthday. This bill is identical to SB 646.

Patron - Green

P HB246 Fines, restitution, forfeiture, penalties,
other costs; criminal and traffic cases; itemized statement.
Requires the clerk of the court to provide an itemized statement
to any defendant convicted of a traffic infraction or a violation
of any criminal law of the Commonwealth or of any political
subdivision thereof, or found not innocent in the case of a juve-
nile, who is sentenced to pay a fine, restitution, forfeiture, or
penalty or assessed any other costs in the circuit court or appro-
priate district court of his county or city at the time such fine,
restitution, forfeiture, penalty, or other costs are assessed, or
within a reasonable time after assessment. The bill requires the
clerk to also provide an updated statement of the outstanding
balances of any fines, forfeiture, and penalties, restitution and
costs, or payment history upon request of the defendant. The
bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Jones

P HB306 Appointment of counsel; public defend-
ers; caseload exception. Exempts the public defender, in
counties and cities where public defender offices are estab-
lished, from providing defense services for indigent clients if
the public defender, with the concurrence of the executive
director of the Virginia Indigent Defense Commission or his
designee, determines that the public defender's current active
caseload would preclude the public defender from providing
adequate representation to new clients.

Patron - Ballard

P HB361 pissemination of criminal history
record information; Department of Social Services. Autho-
rizes the Department of Social Services to obtain criminal his-
tory record information for the purpose of screening
individuals as a condition of licensure, employment, volunteer-
ing, or providing services on a regular basis in a licensed child
welfare agency or foster or adoptive home approved by a child-
placing agency.

Patron - Simonds

P HB430 Bail; violation of conditions of release;
report available to attorney for the Commonwealth and
counsel of record. Requires that any report of a violation of
any pretrial condition of release provided to the court shall be
sent by the pretrial services agency to the attorney for the Com-
monwealth and the counsel of record for the accused or juve-

nile, or directly to the accused or juvenile if such person is not
represented by counsel.
Patron - Arnold

P HB438 written complaints; felony offenses.
Provides that a written complaint is required for a felony
offense, regardless of whether the complainant is a law-
enforcement officer. Current law only requires a written com-
plaint for any offense if the complainant is not a law-enforce-
ment officer. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Arnold

P HB612 Fines, costs, forfeitures, penalties, and
restitution; collection fees; assessment against incarcerated
defendant; deferred payment agreement. Extends from 90
days without payment to 180 days without payment the period
of delinquency necessary for an account to be included on the
required monthly report of delinquent accounts made by the
clerk of the circuit court and district court. The bill also pro-
vides that for any defendant sentenced to an active term of
incarceration and ordered to pay any fine, cost, forfeiture, or
penalty related to the charge that such defendant is incarcerated
for, or any other charge for which such defendant was sen-
tenced on the same day, the court shall enter such defendant
into a deferred payment agreement for such fines, costs, forfei-
tures, or penalties. The bill requires the due date for such
deferred payment agreement to be set no earlier than the defen-
dant's scheduled release from incarceration on the charge for
which such defendant received the longest period of active
incarceration. The bill has a delayed effective date of January
1, 2025. This bill is identical to SB 654. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Price

P HB614 Community service work in lieu of pay-
ment of fines and costs; work performed while incarcer-
ated. Requires a court to establish a program and allow any
person upon whom a fine and costs have been imposed to dis-
charge all or part of the fine or costs by earning credits for the
performance of community service work or work performed
while incarcerated, defined in the bill as any work done on or
after July 1, 2020, by a person confined in any penal or correc-
tive institution of the Commonwealth or any of its political
subdivisions who is paid a wage that is less than the Virginia
minimum wage.

The bill requires such program be available during imprison-
ment in a local, regional, or state correctional facility. The bill
provides that a person who is performing work while incarcer-
ated shall be credited at the same rate as the community service
work rate less any wages received. Under current law, a court
is required to establish a program for providing an option for
community service work in lieu of payment of fines and costs
but offering such option is not mandatory. The bill also
requires the local, regional, or state correctional facility to pro-
vide confirmation of the hours worked and the credits earned
for such work upon request of any person who has performed
work while incarcerated or his representative. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Price

P HBG637 substantial risk orders; training pro-
gram. Directs the Department of Criminal Justice Services to
establish a Substantial Risk Order Training Program for the
purposes of training law-enforcement agencies and other pub-
lic institutions throughout the Commonwealth to use and
implement the substantial risk order law. The bill states that the
programming shall provide training regarding proper proce-
dures to follow, the circumstances under which the law can be
used, the benefits to public safety from proper use of the law,
and the harm that may ensue from the law not being used when
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lawfully available. The Program shall also include efforts to
educate the public on and increase awareness of the substantial
risk order law. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB679 Quarters for magistrates; certain mini-
mum standards for security and accessibility. Establishes
certain minimum standards for ensuring security and accessi-
bility in quarters for magistrates. This bill is a recommendation
of the Judicial Council of Virginia and is identical to SB 386.
Patron - Leftwich

P HB769 Multi-jurisdiction grand jury; elder
abuse crimes. Adds the following to the list of crimes that a
multi-jurisdiction grand jury may investigate: (i) financial
exploitation of a vulnerable adult, (ii) financial exploitation of
a vulnerable adult by an agent, and (iii) abuse and neglect of a
vulnerable adult. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia
Criminal Justice Conference.

Patron - Delaney

P HB824 Rate of fees; legal representation of
indigent defendant. Limits the fees charged for the cost of
court-appointed counsel or public defender representation to
persons determined to be indigent to an amount no greater than
the amount such person would have owed if such fees had been
assessed on or before June 30, 2024. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Cousins

P HB838 Expungement of police and court
records. Provides that for the purposes of expungement of
police and court records the term "otherwise dismissed" means
to render a legal action out of consideration in a different way
or manner than a nolle prosequi or formal dismissal by the trial
court. The bill specifies that the term "otherwise dismissed"
also includes those circumstances when a person is charged
with the commission of a crime, a civil offense, or any offense
defined in relevant law and the initial charge is reduced or
amended to another offense, including a lesser included
offense or the same offense with a lesser gradient of punish-
ment, so that such person is not convicted of the initial charge
and may file a petition requesting expungement of the police
and court records relating to the initial charge. The bill also
provides that if a court finds that the continued existence and
possible dissemination of information relating to an arrest may
cause circumstances that constitute manifest injustice, includ-
ing any hindrance to obtain employment, an education, or
credit, it shall enter an order requiring the expungement of the
police and court records. Under current law, a court shall enter
an order of expungement when information relating to an arrest
causes or may cause circumstances that constitute a manifest
injustice to the petitioner. The bill also provides that when an
initial charge has been reduced or amended to another offense
for which reporting to the Central Criminal Records Exchange
(CCRE) is still required pursuant to relevant law and an order
of expungement is granted for the initial charge, the CCRE
shall amend the original arrest but maintain the fingerprints
collected from the original arrest. Except for the provisions
regarding the circumstances that constitute manifest injustice,
the bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2026. This
bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hope

P HBB857 Fines and costs; period of limitations on
collection; deferred payment agreement. Changes the period
of limitations for the collection of court fines and costs from
within 60 years from the date of the offense or delinquency
giving rise to imposition of such penalty if imposed by a circuit
court or within 30 years if imposed by a general district court

to within 10 years from the date of the judgment whether
imposed by a circuit court or general district court. The bill
provides that upon the expiration of the period of limitations,
no action shall be brought to collect the debt. The bill also pro-
vides that for any defendant sentenced to an active term of
incarceration and ordered to pay any fine, cost, forfeiture, or
penalty related to the charge that such defendant is incarcerated
for, or any other charge for which such defendant was sen-
tenced on the same day, the court shall enter such defendant
into a deferred payment agreement for such fines, costs, forfei-
tures, or penalties. The bill requires the due date for such
deferred payment agreement to be set no earlier than the defen-
dant's scheduled release from incarceration on the charge for
which such defendant received the longest period of active
incarceration. This bill is identical to SB 514. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Hernandez

P HBB896 Deferred or instaliment payment agree-
ments; certain benefits. Provides that in any case in which a
defendant owes fines and costs and where such defendant's
sole financial resource is a Social Security benefit or Supple-
mental Security Income, such defendant shall be exempt from
making payments until he has another source of income and, if
such defendant notifies the court that his sole financial
resource is a Social Security benefit or Supplemental Security
Income, the case shall not be referred to collections. The bill
also prohibits a Social Security benefit or Supplemental Secu-
rity Income from being considered an available resource in
determining the length of time to pay under a deferred, modi-
fied deferred, or installment payment agreement and the
amount of payments, if any. This bill is identical to SB 625.
Patron - Hernandez

P HB916 substantial Risk Order Reporting Sys-
tem established. Requires the Department of State Police to
establish a Substantial Risk Order Reporting System for the
purpose of tracking and reporting substantial risk orders by
locality and to publish such reports on a monthly basis and dis-
tribute them in an electronic format to the General Assembly
and the Office of the Governor. The bill provides that the
Department shall remove the names and other personal identi-
fying information from the data before the reports are pub-
lished. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Srinivasan

P HB972 pronibiting inquiry into the immigra-
tion status of defendant; notification of consequences.
Requires that at the initial court hearing for any misdemeanor
or felony, the court shall advise the defendant of the following:
The outcome of criminal proceedings may have federal immi-
gration and naturalization consequences. The bill also provides
that no court or party shall inquire as to the immigration status
of the defendant during any proceeding unless otherwise
admissible. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Lopez

P HB1014 public defender offices; City of Har-
risonburg and County of Rockingham. Establishes a public
defender office for the City of Harrisonburg and the County of
Rockingham.

Patron - Wilt

P HB1114 renalties for failure to appear; exclu-
sion. Excludes any person who is (i) incarcerated in any cor-
rectional facility or (ii) (a) detained in any state or federal
facility or (b) in the custody of a law-enforcement officer at the
time such person is required to appear before any court or judi-
cial officer from the penalty for willful failure to appear before
any such court or judicial officer as required after such person
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has been charged with any offense or convicted of any offense
and execution of sentence is suspended.
Patron - Simon

P HB1217 ce phone records; missing persons.
Provides that a court shall issue an order for disclosure of
records or other information pertaining to a subscriber to or
customer of a provider of electronic communication service or
remote computing service, including a foreign corporation that
provides such services, only if the investigative or law-enforce-
ment officer shows that there is reason to believe the records or
other information sought are relevant and material to the inves-
tigation of any critically missing person, as defined in relevant
law.

Patron - Zehr

P HB1252 Limitation on sentence upon revoca-

tion of suspension of sentence; technical violations. Provides
that when conducting a revocation hearing, the court shall con-
sider at the same revocation hearing all alleged technical viola-
tions that occurred prior to such revocation hearing and have
not been previously considered by the court. The bill also
requires that when a defendant has been taken into custody for
an alleged violation for which the court may impose not more
than 14 days of active incarceration, the court shall adjudicate
such violation within 14 days of the defendant being taken into
custody. The bill states that if such violation is not adjudicated
within 14 days of the defendant being taken into custody, the
defendant shall be admitted to bail, unless (i) such defendant
consents to being further detained while awaiting adjudication
or sentencing or (ii) the Commonwealth has established, by
clear and convincing evidence, that the defendant presents a
significant risk of harm to himself or the community based on
substance use disorder or serious mental illness and has been
referred for residential treatment. Notwithstanding the forego-
ing, the bill provides that no such defendant shall be held in
custody awaiting adjudication of or sentencing on such alleged
technical violation for longer than 30 days. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - McClure

P HB1268 Eligibility for participation in com-

munity corrections alternative program; evaluation and
diagnosis; referral to the Department of Corrections. Pro-
vides that a probation and parole officer may refer a defendant
on probation to the Department of Corrections for evaluation
and diagnosis to determine eligibility and suitability for partici-
pation in the community corrections alternative program prior
to the approval of the court. Under current law, such referral
may take place with the approval of the court. The bill also
makes technical amendments.

Patron - Delaney

P HB1427 Fixing period of suspension of sen-

tence; sexual battery; sexual abuse of a child under 15
years of age. Allows the court to fix the period of suspension
of sentence for a period not to exceed three years for the
offenses of sexual battery and sexual abuse of a child 13 years
of age or older but under 15 years of age. Current law allows a
court to fix the period of suspension for up to the maximum
period for which the defendant might originally have been sen-
tenced to be imprisoned.

Patron - Webert

P HB1435 Subpoenas; release of witness. Makes
the provisions governing a release of a witness from a sub-
poena applicable to a subpoena issued at the request of a party
or by or at the request of an attorney representing a party.
Under current law, these provisions apply to the release of a

witness from an attorney-issued subpoena only. This bill is a
recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.
Patron - Anthony

P HB1515 Discovery; electronic means; report.

Requires all attorneys for the Commonwealth to provide dis-
covery materials for all courts to counsel of record for the
accused by electronic means unless such material is prohibited
from being distributed by law or impossible to provide by elec-
tronic means. The bill directs the Supreme Court of Virginia to
promulgate rules to implement this provision by July 1, 2026.
The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027.

The bill also requires the Executive Secretary of the Compen-
sation Board, or a designee, to convene a work group to deter-
mine the costs associated with any changes in operations and
technology infrastructure necessary to implement the provi-
sions of the bill. The bill requires the Executive Secretary of
the Compensation Board to provide an interim report to the
General Assembly by November 30, 2024, and a final report to
the General Assembly by August 1, 2025. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Srinivasan

P SB15 Reproductive health care services; prohi-
bitions on extradition for certain crimes. Provides that no
demand for extradition of a person charged with a criminal vio-
lation of law of another state shall be recognized by the Gover-
nor if such alleged violation involves the receipt or provision
of or assistance with reproductive health care services within
the Commonwealth unless the alleged criminal violation would
also constitute a criminal offense under the laws of the Com-
monwealth. The bill also provides that such limit on extradi-
tion shall not apply when the person who is subject to such
demand for extradition by another state was physically present
in the demanding state at the time of the commission of the
alleged offense and thereafter fled from such state. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Favola

P SB16 search warrants, subpoenas, court orders,
or other process; menstrual health data prohibited. Prohib-
its the issuance of a search warrant, subpoena, court order, or
other process for the purpose of the search and seizure or pro-
duction of menstrual health data, as defined in the bill, includ-
ing data stored on a computer, computer network, or other
device containing electronic or digital information. This bill is
identical to HB 78.

Patron - Favola

P SB20 peferred dispositions; expungement. Clar-
ifies that a charged dismissed after a deferred disposition that
may be eligible for expungement upon agreement of all parties
includes an original charge that was reduced or a charge that is
dismissed after a plea or stipulation of the facts that would jus-
tify a finding of guilt.

Patron - Stuart

P SB144 nole prosequi or dismissal prior to pre-
liminary hearing; subsequent indictment. Provides that no
person who was arrested on a warrant charging him with a fel-
ony offense shall be denied a preliminary hearing upon the
question of whether there is probable cause to believe that he
committed that offense and no indictment shall be returned in a
court of record against any such person for such felony offense
or any other offense arising out of the same facts and circum-
stances prior to such hearing unless such hearing is waived in
writing by the accused.

The bill provides that, on motion of the defendant made within
21 days of service of any such indictment upon such defendant
that is returned without a preliminary hearing, the court shall
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stay prosecution in that court and remand the case to district
court for a preliminary hearing. Upon conducting the prelimi-
nary hearing, the district court shall either (i) on a finding of
probable cause, certify such indictment to the circuit court for
further proceedings or (ii) if no probable cause is found, certify
such finding to the circuit court, which shall dismiss such
indictment with or without prejudice.

Lastly, the bill tolls the time period to try an accused upon
remand of an indictment to the district court for a preliminary
hearing and restarts such time period upon a finding of proba-
ble cause by the district court. This bill was vetoed by the Gov-
ernor.

Patron - Carroll Foy

P SB321 protected information in administra-
tive and civil proceedings; newspersons engaged in journal-
ism. Expands the protected information privilege for
newspersons to administrative and civil proceedings. Under
current law, a newsperson engaged in journalism shall not be
compelled by the Commonwealth or a locality to testify about,
disclose, or produce protected information, with certain excep-
tions, in criminal proceedings only.

Patron - Roem

P SB334 piea agreements; prohibited provisions.

Prohibits plea agreements and court orders executed or entered
on or after July 1, 2024, from containing any provision that
purports to waive, release, or extinguish a defendant's (i) rights
under the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution
and Article I, Section 10 of the Constitution of Virginia; (ii)
right to file a petition requesting expungement of the police
records and the court records; or (iii) right to have criminal his-
tory record information and court records sealed. The bill pro-
vides that any such prohibited provision of a plea agreement or
court order is void and unenforceable as against public policy.
The bill provides that such prohibition does not apply to any
plea agreements, written agreements, or court orders entered
into by a defendant and the Commonwealth (a) as a condition
for participation in a specialty docket or (b) in a case involving
a sexual offense where the victim is under 18 years of age.
The bill further provides that any waiver, release, or extin-
guishment of rights under the Fourth Amendment permissible
by law shall be no longer than the period of supervised proba-
tion or post-release supervision imposed against the defendant;
if the defendant is not placed on supervised probation or post-
release supervision, it shall be no longer than the period of sus-
pension of sentence or post-release incarceration imposed
against such defendant. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Salim

P SB356 Compensation of court-appointed coun-
sel. Raises the limitation of fees that court-appointed counsel
can receive for representation on various offenses in district
and circuit courts. The bill also limits the fees charged for the
cost of court-appointed counsel or public defender representa-
tion to persons determined to be indigent to an amount no
greater than the amount such person would have owed if such
fees had been assessed on or before June 30, 2024. The bill has
a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 102.

Patron - Perry

P SB386 Quarters for magistrates; certain mini-
mum standards for security and accessibility. Establishes
certain minimum standards for ensuring security and accessi-
bility in quarters for magistrates. This bill is a recommendation
of the Judicial Council of Virginia and is identical to HB 679.

Patron - Deeds

P SB424 admission to bail; act of violence. Pro-
vides that a judicial officer who admits a person to bail who is
charged with an act of violence shall notify the attorney for the
Commonwealth for the jurisdiction in which such person's case
is filed contemporaneously with such person's grant of bail or
release. The bill provides that such notice may be made by fac-
simile or other electronic means.

Patron - McDougle

P SB504 Expungement of police and court
records. Provides that, for the purposes of expungement of
police and court records, the term "otherwise dismissed™ means
to render a legal action out of consideration in a different way
or manner than a nolle prosequi or formal dismissal by the trial
court. The bill specifies that the term "otherwise dismissed"
also includes those circumstances when a person is charged
with the commission of a crime, a civil offense, or any offense
defined in relevant law and the initial charge is reduced or
amended to another offense, including a lesser included
offense or the same offense with a lesser gradient of punish-
ment, so that such person is not convicted of the initial charge
and may file a petition requesting expungement of the police
and court records relating to the initial charge. Under the bill,
unless the subject of the criminal record requests otherwise,
any person who files an appeal of a petition for an expunge-
ment that was denied shall be allowed to proceed under a
pseudonym, and such designation shall apply in the trial court
and on any appeal. The bill also allows for the expungement of
any emergency or preliminary protective order that was
attached or factually related to an expunged charge or offense,
provided that a permanent protective order was not ordered as
a result of such emergency or preliminary protective order. The
bill also provides that if a court finds that the continued exis-
tence and possible dissemination of information relating to an
arrest may cause circumstances that constitute manifest injus-
tice, including any hindrance to obtain employment, an educa-
tion, or credit, it shall enter an order requiring the expungement
of the police and court records. Under current law, a court shall
enter an order of expungement when information relating to an
arrest causes or may cause circumstances that constitute a man-
ifest injustice to the petitioner. The bill requires a business
screening service, defined in the bill, to destroy all expunged
records, as defined in the bill, and to follow reasonable proce-
dures to ensure that it does not maintain or sell expunged
records. The bill also provides that an indigent person may file
a petition for expungement without the payment of fees and
costs and can request court-appointed counsel, who shall be
paid from the Sealing Fee Fund. Except for the provisions
regarding the filing of an appeal under a pseudonym and the
circumstances that constitute manifest injustice, the bill has a
delayed effective date of January 1, 2026. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Surovell

P SB505 Limitation on sentence upon revocation
of suspension of sentence; technical violations. Provides
that, when conducting a revocation hearing, the court shall
consider at the same revocation hearing all alleged technical
violations that occurred prior to such revocation hearing and
have not been previously considered by the court. The bill also
requires that when a defendant has been taken into custody for
an alleged violation for which the court may impose not more
than 14 days of active incarceration, the court shall adjudicate
such violation within 14 days of the defendant being taken into
custody. The bill states that if such violation is not adjudicated
within 14 days of the defendant being taken into custody, the
defendant shall be admitted to bail, unless (i) such defendant
consents to being further detained while awaiting adjudication
or sentencing or (ii) the Commonwealth has established, by
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clear and convincing evidence, that the defendant presents a
significant risk of harm to himself or the community based on
substance use disorder or serious mental illness and has been
referred for residential treatment. Notwithstanding the forego-
ing, the bill provides that no such defendant shall be held in
custody awaiting adjudication of or sentencing on such alleged
technical violation for longer than 30 days without his consent.
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB514 Fines and costs; period of limitations on
collection; deferred payment agreement. Changes the period
of limitations for the collection of court fines and costs from
within 60 years from the date of the offense or delinquency
giving rise to imposition of such penalty if imposed by a circuit
court or within 30 years if imposed by a general district court
to within 10 years from the date of the judgment whether
imposed by a circuit court or general district court. The bill
provides that upon the expiration of the period of limitations,
no action shall be brought to collect the debt.

The bill also provides that for any defendant sentenced to an
active term of incarceration and ordered to pay any fine, cost,
forfeiture, or penalty related to the charge that such defendant
is incarcerated for, or any other charge for which such defen-
dant was sentenced on the same day, the court shall enter such
defendant into a deferred payment agreement for such fines,
costs, forfeitures, or penalties. The bill requires the due date for
such deferred payment agreement to be set no earlier than the
defendant's scheduled release from incarceration on the charge
for which such defendant received the longest period of active
incarceration. This bill is identical to HB 857. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Williams Graves

P SB625 Dpeferred or installment payment agree-
ments; certain benefits. Provides that in any case in which a
defendant owes fines and costs and where such defendant's
sole financial resource is a Social Security benefit or Supple-
mental Security Income, such defendant shall be exempt from
making payments until he has another source of income and, if
such defendant notifies the court that his sole financial
resource is a Social Security benefit or Supplemental Security
Income, the case shall not be referred to collections. The bill
also prohibits a Social Security benefit or Supplemental Secu-
rity Income from being considered an available resource in
determining the length of time to pay under a deferred, modi-
fied deferred, or installment payment agreement and the
amount of payments, if any. This bill is identical to HB 896.

Patron - Bagby

P SB637 collections of fines, costs, forfeitures,
penalties, etc.; duty of attorneys for the Commonwealth;
consultation with clerk. Requires that at least 30 days prior to
the execution of a contract with a private attorney or private
collection agency to undertake the collection of fines, costs,
forfeitures, penalties, and restitution, the attorney for the Com-
monwealth shall consult with the clerk of the circuit court.

Patron - Jordan

P SB646 criminal Injuries Compensation Fund;
claims. Provides that in claims for an award under the Crimi-
nal Injuries Compensation Fund involving claims of sexual
abuse of a minor where the conduct constitutes a felony, the
passage of time shall not be a barrier to when the victim can
file a claim. Under current law, such claim involving sexual
abuse of a minor shall be filed within 10 years after the minor's
eighteenth birthday. This bill is identical to HB 155.

Patron - French

P SB654 Fines, costs, forfeitures, penalties, and
restitution; collection fees; assessment against incarcerated
defendant; deferred payment agreement. Extends from 90
days without payment to 180 days without payment the period
of delinquency necessary for an account to be included on the
required monthly report of delinquent accounts made by the
clerk of the circuit court and district court.

The bill also provides that for any defendant sentenced to an
active term of incarceration and ordered to pay any fine, cost,
forfeiture, or penalty related to the charge that such defendant
is incarcerated for, or any other charge for which such defen-
dant was sentenced on the same day, the court shall enter such
defendant into a deferred payment agreement for such fines,
costs, forfeitures, or penalties. The bill requires the due date for
such deferred payment agreement to be set no earlier than the
defendant's scheduled release from incarceration on the charge
for which such defendant received the longest period of active
incarceration. The bill has a delayed effective date of January
1, 2025. This bill is identical to HB 612. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Williams Graves

P SB696 modification of sentence for marijuana-
related offenses. Creates a process by which persons con-
victed of certain felony offenses involving the possession,
manufacture, selling, giving, distribution, transportation, or
delivery of marijuana committed prior to July 1, 2021, who
remain incarcerated or on community supervision on July 1,
2024, may receive an automatic hearing to consider modifica-
tion of such person's sentence. The provisions of this bill sun-
set on July 1, 2027. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Williams Graves

Failed

 HB167 Special grand juries. Directs a circuit
court to impanel a special grand jury when an unarmed person
is killed by a law-enforcement officer or a correctional officer,
as those terms are defined in relevant law, to investigate and
report on any condition that involves or tends to promote crim-
inal activity and consider bills of indictment to determine
whether there is sufficient probable cause to return each such
indictment as a "true bill." The bill requires the court to appoint
a special prosecutor for such special grand jury who may be
present during the investigatory stage only when his presence
is requested by the special grand jury and may interrogate wit-
nesses provided the special grand jury requests or consents to
such interrogation. The bill states that the attorney for the
Commonwealth shall not be present during the investigatory
stage or interrogate witnesses.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

 HB260 Expungement of police and court
records. Provides that for the purposes of expungement of
police and court records the term "otherwise dismissed" means
to render a legal action out of consideration in a different way
or manner than a nolle prosequi or formal dismissal by the trial
court. The bill specifies that the term "otherwise dismissed"
also includes those circumstances when a person is charged
with the commission of a crime, a civil offense, or any offense
defined in relevant law and the initial charge is reduced or
amended to another offense, including a lesser included
offense or the same offense with a lesser gradient of punish-
ment, so that such person is not convicted of the initial charge
and may file a petition requesting expungement of the police
and court records relating to the initial charge.

Patron - Hope


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB514
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB625
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB637
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB646
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB654
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB696
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB167
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB260

Criminal Procedure

2024 Session Summary

— HB303 certification of ancillary traffic infrac-
tions and civil offenses. Allows the court to certify any ancil-
lary traffic infraction or civil offense to the clerk of the circuit
court upon certification of any felony offense, provided that the
attorney for the Commonwealth and the accused consent to
such certification. Current law only allows ancillary misde-
meanor offenses to be certified.

Patron - Obenshain

 HB400 Probation, revocation, and suspension
of sentence; repeal. Repeals the limitations on the amount of
active incarceration a court can impose as a result of a revoca-
tion hearing for a probation violation or violation of the terms
and conditions of a suspended sentence. Under current law,
there are limitations on the amount of active incarceration a
court can impose for defined technical violations. The bill also
removes limitations on the lengths of a period of probation and
a period of suspension of a sentence that may be fixed by the
court. Under current law, a court may fix the period of proba-
tion for up to the statutory maximum period for which the
defendant might originally have been sentenced to be impris-
oned and any period of supervised probation shall not exceed
five years from the release of the defendant from any active
period of incarceration, with some exceptions. The bill also
makes changes to the time periods within which a court must
issue process to notify the accused of a revocation hearing.

Patron - Griffin

I HBA427 Admissionto bail; rebuttable presump-
tions against bail. Creates a rebuttable presumption against
bail for certain criminal offenses enumerated in the bill. The
bill also requires the court to consider specified factors when
determining whether the presumption against bail has been
rebutted and whether there are appropriate conditions of
release.

Patron - Arnold

 HBA482 Reports of certain arrests and convic-
tions of school employees; timing; method. Requires any
probation and parole officer who is supervising a person
employed by a local school division in the Commonwealth,
upon discovering that such supervised person has been arrested
for or convicted of a felony offense or an equivalent offense in
another state, to report such arrest or conviction to the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction and the designated division safety
official in the local school division in which such supervised
person is employed as soon as practicable but no later than 48
hours after such arrest. Current law requires such report to be
made as soon as practicable. The bill also removes the require-
ment to report certain arrests and convictions of school
employees enumerated in law via fax to the fax number identi-
fied for the division superintendent or the designated division
safety official, as the case may be. However, the requirements
in current law to make such reports via certified mail and email
are preserved.

Patron - Garrett

I HB493 Ppower to arrest on property of owner.
Provides that, notwithstanding any other provision of law, any
agent of the Commonwealth is prohibited from entering the
property of another to remove the owner of such property or a
family member of such person from such property (i) without
the consent of such owner or such owner's family member,
unless such agent has probable cause to arrest for a felony vio-
lation of a criminal offense, or (ii) to enforce quarantine or
other health policies.

Patron - Garrett

F HB520 promise to appear after the issuance of
a summons; issuance of summons instead of warrant in
certain cases; nonviolent felonies. Provides that if any person
refuses to give a written promise to appear after the issuance of
a summons, the arresting officer shall give such person notice
of the time and place of the hearing, note such person's refusal
to give his written promise to appear on the summons, and
forthwith release him from custody. Under current law, any
person refusing to give such written promise to appear is
required to be taken immediately by the arresting officer before
a magistrate or other issuing officer having jurisdiction.

The bill also provides that a law-enforcement officer, at his dis-
cretion, may issue a summons instead of a warrant for certain
felony offenses, described in the bill, if (i) in the judgment of
the officer, the person charged will cease committing the illegal
act; (ii) in the judgement of the officer, the person charged does
not pose an immediate threat to public safety; and (iii) the per-
son charged signs a written promise to appear at the time and
place of the hearing. The bill prohibits a law-enforcement
agency from creating a policy that requires or prohibits release
for persons meeting such criteria.

Patron - Hope

F HB546 Law-enforcement officers; protected
personal information. Provides that any law-enforcement
officer who provides information relative to a criminal investi-
gation or in proceedings preliminary to a criminal prosecution
may refuse, unless ordered by a court, to disclose his residence
address, home telephone number, or any personal information
concerning his family. The bill also provides that any law-
enforcement officer who testifies as a witness in a criminal
case may refuse to disclose personal information concerning
his family unless it is determined by the court that such evi-
dence is relevant to the case.

Patron - Walker

F HB718 Law-enforcement officers; protected
personal information. Provides that any full-time or part-time
law-enforcement officer who provides information relative to a
criminal investigation or in proceedings preliminary to a crimi-
nal prosecution may refuse, unless ordered by a court, to dis-
close his residence address, home telephone number, or any
personal information concerning his family. The bill also pro-
vides that any full-time or part-time law-enforcement officer
who testifies as a witness in a criminal case may refuse to dis-
close personal information concerning his family unless it is
determined by the court that such evidence is relevant to the
case.

Patron - Webert

I HB 754 service Member Sentencing Act. Cre-
ates the Service Member Sentencing Act to provide service
members, defined in the bill, a service member sentencing
option, defined in the bill, if such service member satisfies the
eligibility criteria. The bill explains the process and procedures
associated with a service member sentencing option. The bill
also provides sentencing mitigation for service members that
are not eligible for the service member sentencing option,
including criteria for a judge to consider prior to sentencing a
service member for a criminal offense. The bill requires the
Department of Veterans Services to assist in facilitating the
provision of the Act.

The bill also requires the Executive Secretary of the Supreme
Court to create a form to track and report the number of service
members receiving, successfully completing, failing, declin-
ing, and denied a service member sentencing option and sen-
tencing mitigation; such information shall be categorized by
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race, ethnicity, gender, age, military discharge characterization,
and offense type.
Patron - Walker

I HBB826 Actionof forfeiture; exemptions; court-
imposed fine. Provides that no property subject to seizure, pur-
suant to relevant law, shall be forfeited unless the total value of
such property in the aggregate is less than or equal to the value
of the fine imposed by the court upon conviction for the
offense related to the seizure of such property.

Patron - Garrett

- H8834 Petition for modification of a sentence;
eligibility; procedures. Provides a process for a person serv-
ing a sentence for any conviction or a combination of any con-
victions who remains incarcerated in a state or local
correctional facility or secure facility and meets certain criteria
to petition the circuit court that entered the original judgment
or order to (i) suspend the unserved portion of such sentence or
run the unserved portion of such sentence concurrently with
another sentence, (ii) place such person on probation for such
time as the court shall determine, or (iii) otherwise modify the
sentence imposed.

Patron - Cousins

I HBB849 Limitation on sentence upon revocation
of suspension of sentence; technical violations; penalty. Pro-
vides that a court may impose not more than 30 days of active
incarceration upon a first technical violation of the terms and
conditions of a suspended sentence or probation and may
impose not more than 90 days of active incarceration for a sec-
ond technical violation. Under current law, the court is prohib-
ited from imposing active incarceration for a first technical
violation and there is a presumption against imposing a sen-
tence of a term of active incarceration; however, if the court
finds, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the defendant
committed the violation and he cannot be safely diverted from
active incarceration through less restrictive means, the court
may impose not more than 14 days of active incarceration.
Patron - Davis

 HB851 Discovery; electronic means. Requires
all attorneys for the Commonwealth to provide discovery
materials for all courts to counsel of record for the accused by
electronic means unless such material is prohibited from being
distributed by law. The bill directs the Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia to promulgate rules to implement this provision by Janu-
ary 1, 2025.
Patron - Davis

F HB1359 search warrants; menstrual health
data prohibited. Prohibits the issuance of a search warrant for
the search and seizure of menstrual health data, as defined in
the bill, stored on a computer, computer network, or other
device containing electronic or digital information. This bill
was incorporated into HB 78.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

 HB1493 Reproductive health care services;

prohibitions on extradition for certain crimes. Provides that
no demand for extradition of a person charged with a criminal
violation of law of another state shall be recognized by the
Governor if such alleged violation involves the receipt of or
assistance with reproductive health care services within the
Commonwealth unless the alleged criminal violation would
also constitute a criminal offense under the laws of the Com-
monwealth. The bill also provides that such limit on extradi-
tion shall not apply when the person who is subject to such
demand for extradition by another state was physically present
in the demanding state at the time of the commission of the

alleged offense and thereafter fled from such state. This bill
was incorporated into HB 1539.

Patron - Seibold

 HB1541 Magistrates; appointment and super-
vision.
Patron - Williams

I SB38 Admission to bail; rebuttable presump-
tions against bail. Creates a rebuttable presumption against
bail for certain criminal offenses enumerated in the bill. The
bill also requires the court to consider specified factors when
determining whether the presumption against bail has been
rebutted and whether there are appropriate conditions of
release.

Patron - Peake

- SBG67 Limitation on sentence upon revocation
of suspension of sentence; technical violations. Provides that
a court may impose a sentence of a term of active incarceration
upon a first or second technical violation of the terms and con-
ditions of a suspended sentence or probation, and may impose
a term of not more than 14 days of active incarceration for a
first technical violation and a term of not more than 30 days of
active incarceration for a second technical violation. Under
current law, a court shall not impose a term of any active incar-
ceration upon a first technical violation and may impose a term
of not more than 14 days of active incarceration for a second
technical violation.

Patron - Peake

F SB265 Law-enforcement officers; protected
personal information. Provides that any full-time or part-time
law-enforcement officer who provides information relative to a
criminal investigation or in proceedings preliminary to a crimi-
nal prosecution may refuse, unless ordered by a court, to dis-
close his residence address, home telephone number, or any
personal information concerning his family. The bill also pro-
vides that any full-time or part-time law-enforcement officer
who testifies as a witness in a criminal case may refuse to dis-
close personal information concerning his family unless it is
determined by the court that such evidence is relevant to the
case.

Patron - DeSteph

 SB531 Application for and issuance of order
authorizing interception of communications; Superinten-
dent of State Police. Allows the Superintendent of State
Police or his designee, if the Superintendent so designates in
writing, to apply to a judge of competent jurisdiction for an
order authorizing the interception of wire, electronic, or oral
communications. The bill adds commercial sex trafficking and
racketeering to the list of offenses for which an order authoriz-
ing the interception of wire, electronic, or oral communications
may be sought. The bill also provides that an application for an
order authorizing the interception of a wire, electronic, or oral
communication may be verified by the Chief Deputy Attorney
General, as designated by the Attorney General.

Patron - Jordan

 SB639 Firearms; removal from persons posing
substantial risk; penalties. Repeals the procedure by which
any attorney for the Commonwealth or law-enforcement offi-
cer may apply to a general district court, circuit court, or juve-
nile and domestic relations district court judge or magistrate
for an emergency substantial risk order to prohibit a person
who poses a substantial risk of injury to himself or others from
purchasing, possessing, or transporting a firearm. The bill also
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removes the substantial risk order registry for the entry of
orders issued.
Patron - Sturtevant

I SB643 penalties for failure to appear; con-
tempt. Provides that any person (i) charged with a felony
offense or misdemeanor offense or (ii) convicted of a felony
offense or misdemeanor offense and execution of sentence is
suspended who willfully fails to appear before any court or
judicial officer as required may be punished for contempt.
Under current law, such person is guilty of a Class 6 felony, if
charged with a felony, or a Class 1 misdemeanor, if charged
with a misdemeanor, for such a violation. The bill excludes
from such penalty persons who are incarcerated or in the cus-
tody of a law-enforcement officer at the time such person is
required to appear. The bill also eliminates a court's authority
to punish summarily a contempt of court for willful failure to
appear.

Patron - Aird

Carried Over

C HB847 Appointment of counsel for accused;
felonies punishable by a mandatory minimum term of con-
finement for life. Provides that in any case in which an indi-
gent defendant is charged with any felony punishable by a
mandatory minimum term of confinement for life, the court
shall appoint two competent, qualified, and experienced attor-
neys, one of whom shall be the public defender in a jurisdiction
in which a public defender office is established, for the defen-
dant. Under current law, the court is required to appoint two
such attorneys in cases in which an indigent defendant is
charged with a Class 1 felony. This bill is a recommendation of
the Virginia Criminal Justice Conference.

Patron - Davis

C SB278 Virginia Abortion Care and Gender-
Affirming Health Care Protection Act; reproductive and
gender-affirming health care services; prohibitions on
extradition for certain crimes; civil penalties. Establishes
the Virginia Abortion Care and Gender-Affirming Health Care
Protection Act. The bill provides that it is the policy of the
Commonwealth that all persons are entitled to provide, receive,
and help others provide or receive abortion care and gender-
affirming health care services not prohibited under the laws of
the Commonwealth, and that such provision, receipt, and assis-
tance is not diminished, chilled, or infringed by public or pri-
vate actors.

The bill provides that no law-enforcement officer acting in the
Commonwealth or employed by the Commonwealth or any of
its localities or political subdivisions may investigate, arrest, or
detain any person, seek the issuance of a warrant, or otherwise
assist in or provide support for any investigation regarding
either the provision or receipt of abortion care or gender-
affirming care not prohibited under the laws of the Common-
wealth or any person's menstrual health data. The bill creates a
private right of action for any person who is aggrieved by such
unlawful investigation to obtain an injunction or other equita-
ble relief against such law-enforcement officer.

The bill also creates a private right of action for any person
who sustains any injury, damages, or other harm resulting from
another person who, under the law of a jurisdiction other than
the Commonwealth, engages or attempts to engage in abusive
litigation, as defined in the bill.

The bill also provides that no demand for extradition of a per-
son charged with a criminal violation of law of another state
shall be recognized by the Governor if such alleged violation
involves the receipt of or assistance with protected health care
activity, as defined in the bill, within the Commonwealth

unless the alleged criminal violation would also constitute a
criminal offense under the laws of the Commonwealth.

The bill provides that any subpoena under the Uniform Inter-
state Depositions and Discovery Act or any summons for a wit-
ness for another state in a criminal case shall include an
attestation, made under penalty of perjury, stating whether the
subpoena or summons seeks documents, information, or testi-
mony related to the provision, receipt, attempted provision or
receipt, assistance in the provision or receipt, or attempted
assistance in the provision or receipt of protected health care
activity, as defined in the bill.

Patron - Hashmi

C SBA427 petition for modification of a sentence;
eligibility; procedures. Provides procedures for individuals
serving a sentence for certain felony convictions or a combina-
tion of such convictions who remain incarcerated in a state or
local correctional facility or secure facility and meet certain
criteria to petition the circuit court that entered the original
judgment or order to (i) suspend the unserved portion of such
sentence or run the unserved portion of such sentence concur-
rently with another sentence, (ii) place such person on proba-
tion for such time as the court shall determine, or (iii)
otherwise modify the sentence imposed. Depending on the type
of conviction, the bill allows the court to grant a hearing on
such petition after an individual has served at least 25 years for
certain offenses, after 20 years for certain other offenses, and
after 15 years for any other felony conviction not specified.
The bill does not allow an individual convicted of a Class 1 fel-
ony to petition for modification of his sentence. The bill
requires the attorney for the Commonwealth and the victim to
agree to hearing the petition in order for a court to conduct the
hearing.

Patron - Deeds

C SB633 court fines and fees; indigent defen-
dant; waiver of fees. Provides that in any criminal or traffic
case, the court may waive the assessment of certain fees speci-
fied in the bill, either wholly or in part, if the court determines
the defendant to be indigent pursuant to relevant law and is
unable to pay such fee. The bill provides that the court may
make such determination upon motion of the defendant at any
time prior to the entry of order for which such fee is assessed or
final order has been entered.

Patron - Deeds

Domestic Relations

Passed

P HB110 Surrogacy brokers; repeal of prohibi-
tion against. Repeals the statute prohibiting any person, firm,
corporation, partnership, or other entity from accepting com-
pensation for recruiting or procuring surrogates or accepting
compensation for otherwise arranging or inducing an intended
parent and surrogate to enter into surrogacy contracts. Under
current law, any violation of such prohibition is a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB174 Marriage lawful regardless of sex, gen-
der, or race of parties; issuance of marriage license. Pro-
vides that no person authorized to issue a marriage license shall
deny the issuance of such license to two parties contemplating
a lawful marriage on the basis of the sex, gender, or race of the
parties. The bill also requires that such lawful marriages be
recognized in the Commonwealth regardless of the sex, gender,
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or race of the parties. The bill provides that religious organiza-
tions or members of the clergy acting in their religious capacity
shall have the right to refuse to perform any marriage. This bill
is identical to SB 101.

Patron - Henson

P HB194 Virginia Military Parents Equal Pro-
tection Act; Space Force; deployment. Adds members of the
Space Force to the list of service members included in the defi-
nition of deploying parent or guardian for the purposes of the
Virginia Military Parents Equal Protection Act.

Patron - Martinez

P HB784 Entry or modification of child and
spousal support orders; determination of support overages.
Specifies that all orders directing or modifying the payment of
spousal support where there are minor children whom the par-
ties have a mutual duty to support and all orders directing the
payment of child support shall contain a statement as to
whether support overages exist and certain details about such
overages.

Patron - Herring

P HB833 child abuse and neglect; custody and
visitation; possession or consumption of authorized sub-
stances. Provides that a child shall not be considered an abused
or neglected child, and no person shall be denied custody or
visitation of a child, based only on the fact that the child's par-
ent or other person responsible for his care, or the person peti-
tioning for custody or visitation of the child, possessed or
consumed legally authorized substances. The bill directs the
Board of Social Services to amend its regulations, guidance
documents, and other instructional materials to ensure that
such regulations, documents, and materials comply with, and
that investigations and family assessments are conducted by
local departments of social services in accordance with, the
provisions of the bill. This bill is identical to SB 115. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Cousins

P HB994 Legal age for marriage. Establishes the
legal age of marriage to be 18 years of age and eliminates the
ability for a minor to be declared emancipated on the basis of
the intent to marry.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

P HB:|.126 Persons other than ministers who

may perform rites of marriage; current Virginia members
of Congress. Adds current Virginia members of the United
States Senate or United States House of Representatives to the
list of persons who may celebrate the rites of marriage any-
where in the Commonwealth without the necessity of bond or
order of authorization.

Patron - Carr

P SB101 Marriage lawful regardless of sex, gen-
der, or race of parties; issuance of marriage license. Pro-
vides that no person authorized to issue a marriage license shall
deny the issuance of such license to two parties contemplating
a lawful marriage on the basis of the sex, gender, or race of the
parties. The bill also requires that such lawful marriages be
recognized in the Commonwealth regardless of the sex, gender,
or race of the parties. The bill provides that religious organiza-
tions or members of the clergy acting in their religious capacity
shall have the right to refuse to perform any marriage. This bill
is identical to HB 174.

Patron - Ebbin

P SB115 child abuse and neglect; custody and
visitation; possession or consumption of authorized sub-

stances. Provides that a child shall not be considered an abused
or neglected child, and no person shall be denied custody or
visitation of a child, based only on the fact that the child's par-
ent or other person responsible for his care, or the person peti-
tioning for custody or visitation of the child, possessed or
consumed legally authorized substances. The bill directs the
Board of Social Services to amend its regulations, guidance
documents, and other instructional materials to ensure that
such regulations, documents, and materials comply with, and
that investigations and family assessments are conducted by
local departments of social services in accordance with, the
provisions of the bill. This bill is identical to HB 833. This bill
was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Lucas

P SB175 persons other than ministers who may
perform rites of marriage; former statewide legislators and
officials; clerk of a circuit court. Adds any (i) former member
of the General Assembly; (ii) former Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, or Attorney General of the Commonwealth; or (iii)
current or former clerk of a circuit court of the Commonwealth
who is a resident of the Commonwealth to the list of persons
who may perform the rites of marriage in the Commonwealth
without the necessity of bond or order of authorization.

Patron - DeSteph

Failed

 HB112 Adoption; parental placement and
agency adoption. Makes various changes to statutes governing
parental placement and agency adoptions. The bill authorizes a
hospital to release a child to his adoptive parents when the birth
parent has executed a health care power of attorney. The bill
provides that when a juvenile and domestic relations district
court enters an order waiving the consent of one or both birth
parents who have failed, without good cause, to appear at a
hearing to execute consent for which they were given proper
notice and transferring custody of a child who has been in the
physical care and custody of prospective adoptive parents, such
adoption shall be considered a parental placement adoption.
The bill also allows the juvenile and domestic relations court to
find, even if a birth parent has been given proper notice and
appears at a hearing to execute consent or withholds consent,
that the consent of such birth parent is withheld contrary to the
best interest of the child or is unobtainable. The bill also clari-
fies that the effect of an order of the juvenile and domestic rela-
tions district court accepting a birth parent's consent and
finding that any applicable revocation period has expired is to
terminate a consenting birth parent's residual parental rights.
The bill provides that a juvenile and domestic relations court
shall accept consent from an out-of-state birth parent. Under
current law, a juvenile and domestic relations district court is
required to request consent from an out-of-state court having
jurisdiction over custody matters in the jurisdiction where a
birth parent resides when such birth parent does not reside in
the Commonwealth.
The bill adds licensed child-placing agencies and prospective
adoptive parents to those with the authority to consent to surgi-
cal and medical treatment of certain minors, subject to certain
requirements. The bill decreases from 45 to 10 days the time
for which a hearing is required to be held upon the filing of a
petition for the approval of an entrustment agreement by a
local board of social services or a child welfare agency. The
bill also makes technical amendments.
Patron - Sullivan

I HB346 premarital agreements; enforcement.
Provides that a premarital agreement executed on or after July
1, 2024, shall not be enforceable against a person who proves
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that the other party to the agreement was convicted of criminal
sexual assault of the person against whom enforcement is
sought or a child of the parties.

Patron - Green

Carried Over

C HB273 Divorce; cruelty, reasonable apprehen-
sion of bodily hurt, or willful desertion or abandonment;
divorce from bed and board. Eliminates the one-year waiting
period for being decreed a divorce on the grounds of cruelty,
reasonable apprehension of bodily hurt, or willful desertion or
abandonment by either party. The bill also repeals the provi-
sion allowing for a divorce from bed and board on the grounds
of cruelty, reasonable apprehension of bodily hurt, or willful
desertion or abandonment. The provisions of the bill apply to
suits for divorce filed on or after July 1, 2024.

Patron - Reid

C HB766 Custody and visitation arrangements;
best interests of the child; expert testimony; history of
abuse. Requires a court to consider any history of family
abuse, sexual abuse, child abuse, or an act of violence, force, or
threat in determining best interests of a child for purposes of
determining custody or visitation arrangements. Under current
law, only such history that occurred no earlier than 10 years
prior to the filing of a custody or visitation petition is required
to be considered. The bill also requires that any expert evi-
dence from a court-appointed or outside professional relating
to any alleged abuse of a child subject to such petition shall
only be admitted if such professional possesses demonstrated
expertise and clinical experience in working with victims of
the type of such abuse alleged that is not solely of a forensic
nature. The bill further directs the Office of the Executive Sec-
retary of the Supreme Court of Virginia to provide mandatory
judicial training on trauma-informed practices in proceedings
involving domestic violence to magistrates and judges of the
juvenile domestic relations district courts, general district
courts, circuit courts, and the Court of Appeals of Virginia, the
justices of the Supreme Court of Virginia, and court personnel.
Patron - Delaney

C HBB890 Best interests of the child; assuring fre-
guent and continuing contact with both parents. Provides
that, in determining the best interests of a child for purposes of
custody and parenting time arrangements, upon request of
either party, the court shall assure a minor child of frequent and
continuing contact with both parents so as to maximize the
amount of time the minor child spends with each parent.
Patron - Earley

C HB1129 Grandparent; petition for visitation.
Provides that in any case or proceeding in which a grandparent
has petitioned the court for visitation with a minor grandchild,
the court may consider whether (i) the marriage of the parents
of such child has been dissolved, (ii) a parent of the child has
abandoned such child, (iii) the child was born while the parents
were not married, or (iv) a parent of the child has prevented the
grandparent from visitation at any hearing in such a case or
proceeding held to determine the best interest of the child.
Patron - McQuinn

C HB1311 Divorce; cruelty, reasonable appre-

hension of bodily hurt, or willful desertion or abandon-
ment; divorce from bed and board. Eliminates the one-year
waiting period for being decreed a divorce on the grounds of
cruelty, reasonable apprehension of bodily hurt, or willful
desertion or abandonment by either party. The bill also repeals
the provision allowing for a divorce from bed and board on the

grounds of cruelty, reasonable apprehension of bodily hurt, or
willful desertion or abandonment. The provisions of the bill
apply to suits for divorce filed on or after July 1, 2024.

Patron - Clark

C HB1481 Visitation; petition of grandparent.
Removes the provision providing that, in any case or proceed-
ing in which a grandparent has petitioned the court for visita-
tion with a minor grandchild, and a natural or adoptive parent
of the minor grandchild is deceased or incapacitated, the grand-
parent who is related to such deceased or incapacitated parent
shall be permitted to introduce evidence of such parent's con-
sent to visitation with the grandparent, in accordance with the
rules of evidence and that, if the parent's consent is proven by a
preponderance of the evidence, the court may then determine if
grandparent visitation is in the best interest of the minor grand-
child.

Patron - Freitas

C SB519 Grounds for divorce; cruelty, abuse,
desertion, or abandonment; waiting period. Eliminates the
one-year waiting period for a divorce to be decreed on the
grounds of cruelty, reasonable apprehension of bodily hurt, or
willful desertion or abandonment.

Patron - Williams Graves

Education

Passed

P HBG66 public schools; fire drills; timing and fre-
guency. Requires every public school to hold fire drills during
the school session in accordance with the requirements of the
Statewide Fire Prevention Code. Current law requires such fire
drills to be conducted at least twice during the first 20 school
days of each school session and at least twice more during the
remainder of the school session.

Patron - Campbell

P HB98 public secondary schools; satisfaction of
physical education requirements; participation in Junior
Reserve Officers' Training Corps. Permits each local school
board to accept participation in the Junior Reserve Officers'
Training Corps as fulfillment of any physical education
requirements applicable to students in grades nine through 12.
Patron - Green

P HB121 Board of Education; health education
Standards of Learning; severe allergic reaction awareness
training. Requires the Board of Education to include in the
Standards of Learning for health education for grade nine and
grade 10 an in-person or online severe allergic reaction aware-
ness training that includes certain topics enumerated in the bill.
The bill requires each school board to incorporate such severe
allergic reaction awareness training into any health education
instruction provided at grades nine and 10 beginning with the
school year following the Board of Education's adoption of the
revised Standards of Learning for health education for grades
nine and 10 incorporating such severe allergic reaction aware-
ness training and directs the Board to, in the intermediary time,
develop and post on its website guidance documents for the
purpose of making such severe allergic reaction awareness
training available to school boards.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB131 Department of Education; learning
needs dashboard. Requires the Department of Education to
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continue to maintain until July 1, 2029, a learning needs dash-
board that includes an interactive bar chart feature to compare
annual pass rates and an interactive scatterplot feature to com-
pare changes in pass rates between select years on history and
social sciences, mathematics, reading, science, and writing
Standards of Learning assessments on a statewide basis and for
specific local school divisions, public elementary and second-
ary schools, and student subgroups.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

P HB134 Department of Education; develop-
ment of education materials relating to risks of opioids.
Requires the Department of Education, in consultation with
such stakeholders and experts as it deems necessary or appro-
priate, to develop and submit to the Chairs of the House Com-
mittee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education
and Health by November 1, 2024, (i) age-appropriate and evi-
dence-based education materials concerning the risks to health
and safety that are posed by opioids and (ii) guidelines for
school boards for incorporating such education materials into
instructional programs for students enrolled in the local school
division.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

P HB168 Department of Education; resource
document on supports and services for homeless students.
Requires the Department of Education to develop and make
available to each school board a resource document containing
guidance and best practices for providing the necessary sup-
ports and services to homeless students, including guidance
and best practices relating to (i) decisions regarding whether
and when such a student should remain enrolled in a school in
a previous school division of residence, (ii) wrap-around sup-
ports and services for such students that include the parents
when they are available and specific wrap-around supports and
services for such students who may have experienced addi-
tional trauma prior to becoming homeless, and (iii) any other
means by which such students can be best served and pro-
tected, particularly those homeless children and youths who are
at risk of becoming victims of human trafficking.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

P HB187 Average teacher salary in the Common-
wealth; national average. Requires the Governor's introduced
budget bills for the 2025, 2026, and 2027 Regular Sessions of
the General Assembly to propose funding for, and state fund-
ing to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act
enacted during any regular or special session of the General
Assembly during 2025, 2026, or 2027 to fund, the Common-
wealth's share of compensation supplement incentives for
Standards of Quality-funded instructional and support posi-
tions sufficient to increase the average teacher salary in the
Commonwealth to at least the national average teacher salary
by the end of the 2026-2028 biennium and establishes a
detailed timeline and process for satisfying such requirement.
This bill is identical to SB 104. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Clark

P HB215 Department of Education; develop-
ment of Title IX and sexual harassment prevention training
modules for students in the ninth and tenth grades.
Requires the Department of Education to develop culturally
appropriate, age-appropriate, and trauma-informed Title IX
and sexual harassment prevention training modules concerning
Title IX rights and protections, consent, and sexual harassment
prevention and reporting and to make such training modules
available to each school board for the education of ninth and
tenth grade students. The bill requires the Department of Edu-
cation to make such training modules available to each school

board by July 1, 2025, and to revise such training modules and
make such revised training modules available to each school
board by December 31 of each year thereafter. Finally, the bill
requires each school board to adopt policies in accordance with
the provisions of the bill beginning with the 2025-2026 school
year. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Watts

P HB?224 public schools; teachers and other rele-
vant personnel; mental health awareness training. Requires
each teacher and other relevant personnel, as determined by the
applicable school board, employed on a full-time basis to com-
plete mental health awareness training that addresses the needs
of youth populations that are at a high risk of experiencing
mental health challenges and disorders in accordance with evi-
dence-based best practices developed by the American Psycho-
logical Association. Current law requires such teachers and
personnel to complete mental health awareness training but
does not contain any requirements relating to the specific top-
ics such training must address. The bill prohibits any of its pro-
visions or any policy adopted in accordance with its provisions
from being construed to permit biased or discriminatory treat-
ment of any youth population deemed to be at a high risk of
experiencing mental health challenges and disorders. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Henson

P HB?253 school boards; meetings; public com-
ment or citizen participation; enrolled students. Requires
each school board to permit any student enrolled in a public
elementary or secondary school in the local school division
who provides acceptable proof of identification, if requested,
and who signs up in accordance with the sign-up procedures
for the respective school board meeting to submit oral com-
ments during any public comment portion of such meeting,
subject to the same reasonable time, place, and manner restric-
tions imposed by such school board on the expression of any
other citizen participant in such meetings.

Patron - Cole

P HB269 Board of Education; Provisional
(Career Switcher) License; special education. Requires the
Board of Education to amend its relevant regulation to permit
any career switcher who seeks a teaching endorsement preK
through grade 12, including any career switcher who seeks a
teaching endorsement in special education, to pursue a Provi-
sional (Career Switcher) License through the career switcher
alternate route to licensure program in accordance with all of
the requirements set forth in such regulation, provided that the
individual completes at least 60 percent of the endorsement
requirements for special education general curriculum K-12 as
part of Level | preparation and the remainder of such require-
ments as part of Level 1l and Level 111 preparation.

Patron - McQuinn

P HB281 Early childhood care and education;
child day programs; use of office buildings; waiver of zon-
ing requirements. Permits any locality to by ordinance pro-
vide for the waiver of any requirements for zoning permits for
the operation of a child day program in an office building, as
defined by the bill, provided that such facility satisfies the
requirements for state licensure as a child day program. This
bill is identical to SB 13.

Patron - Reaser

P HB355 school boards; employment verifica-
tion; timing. Requires each school board to respond within 10
working days of receiving a request for employment verifica-
tion of a former employee of the school board when such veri-
fication is sought by another school board. The bill defines
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working day as every day except Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
state and federal holidays. This bill is identical to SB 441.
Patron - Cole

P HB358 Voluntarily registered family day
homes; safe sleep practices; checklist. Requires the Depart-
ment of Education to update its Voluntary Registration Health
and Safety Checklist for any voluntarily registered family day
home to include safe sleep practices.

Patron - Simonds

P HB398 pubiic elementary and secondary
schools; student discipline; evidence-based restorative dis-
ciplinary practices. Prohibits, except in certain cases involv-
ing specific offenses enumerated in applicable law or in cases
in which the division superintendent or his designee finds that
aggravating circumstances, as defined by the Department of
Education, exist, any public elementary or secondary school
student from being suspended, expelled, or excluded from
attendance at school without first considering at least one evi-
dence-based restorative disciplinary practice such as commu-
nity conferencing, community service, mentoring, a peer jury,
peer mediation, positive behavioral interventions and supports,
a restorative circle, or the Virginia Tiered Systems of Supports.
The bill also requires the Department to add as part of the stu-
dent behavior and administrative response collection required
pursuant to relevant law the use of evidence-based restorative
disciplinary practices as a behavioral intervention in order to
evaluate the use and effectiveness of such practices. This bill is
identical to SB 586. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - McQuinn

P HB407 child care Subsidy Program; categori-
cal eligibility for certain families. Provides that any family
that receives public assistance through Medicaid or the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children shall be deemed to categorically satisfy income eligi-
bility requirements to receive assistance through the Child
Care Subsidy Program.

Patron - Hernandez

P HB419 Early childhood care and education sys-
tem; need-based and demand-based funding. Requires, for
the purpose of addressing family demand and preferences for
affordable, high-quality early childhood care and education
services, state general funds to be provided to support the pro-
vision of services to families for early childhood care and edu-
cation, as specified in the general appropriation act. The bill
requires the Department of Education to report each year by
November 15 on the projected general funds needed for the
upcoming two fiscal years based on cost of quality rate per
child in order to (i) maintain the current number of slots at
early childhood care and education programs, (ii) increase the
number of slots using a projected growth report, and (iii)
increase the number of slots to fully accommodate parent
demand and eliminate waitlists. The bill requires such pro-
jected general funds to be based on the annual per-child cost,
determined as set forth in the bill, for the Virginia Preschool
Initiative, the Mixed Delivery Program, and the Child Care
Subsidy Program, the current eligibility criteria for such pro-
grams, and maximization of certain regularly recurring federal
funds. The bill requires each regional entity established by the
Board of Education pursuant to applicable law, each local
school division, and each locality to annually indicate the num-
ber of slots needed, respectively, in the region for the Mixed
Delivery Program, the local school division for the Virginia
Preschool Initiative, and the locality for the Child Care Sub-
sidy Program. The bill requires the Department of Education to
(a) reallocate by July 1 any slots with available funding from
the Child Care Subsidy Program and the Mixed Delivery Pro-

gram, (b) make adjustments based on family preferences fol-
lowing the fall enrollment periods, and (c) first expend all
current-year state general funds in providing funding for slots.
This bill is identical to SB 54.

Patron - Bulova

P HB462 school construction Program and
Fund; career and technical education programs eligible.
Clarifies that, for the purposes of eligibility to receive grants
through the School Construction Fund and Program, "local
school division™ includes any joint or regional school estab-
lished in accordance with relevant law and "public school
buildings and facilities” or "public school buildings™ include
any building or facility used for career and technical education
programs provided at any such joint or regional school. This
bill is identical to SB 474.

Patron - Runion

P HB498 school board policies; parental notifica-
tion; safe storage of firearms in the household. Requires
each local school board to develop and implement a policy to
require the annual notification of the parent of each student
enrolled in the local school division, to be sent by email and, if
applicable, SMS text message within 30 calendar days suc-
ceeding the first day of each school year, of the parent's legal
responsibility to safely store any firearm present in the house-
hold, risks associated with improperly stored firearms, statis-
tics relating to firearm-related accidents, injuries, and death
among youth, and other tips and strategies. The bill requires
each school board to make such parental notification available
in multiple languages on its website. This bill is identical to SB
225. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Cohen

P HB501 school building evacuation plans, poli-
cies, and protocols; students with mobility impairments.
Requires any divisionwide or public elementary or secondary
school-specific school building evacuation plan, policy, or pro-
tocol to include provisions that seek to maximize the opportu-
nity for students with mobility impairments to evacuate the
school building alongside their non-mobility-impaired peers.
Patron - Cohen

P HB508 Department of Education; background
checks for child day program employees and volunteers;
dissemination of information in certain circumstances.
Requires the Department of Education, upon receiving a writ-
ten request for a written certification from an individual, to
provide written certification to an entity designated by the
Department that provides staffing for child day programs that
such individual satisfies all requirements set forth in relevant
law and is eligible to serve as an employee, temporary
employee, or volunteer in a child day program. The bill further
provides that (i) each such written certification shall also state
the date by which the individual is required to complete a new
background check in accordance with the periodic requirement
for such background checks, (ii) no such written certification
shall reveal the nature of any disqualifying barrier crime com-
mitted by or founded complaint of child abuse or neglect
against the individual, and (iii) any such written certification
may be shared among child day programs for the purpose of
facilitating the creation and maintenance of a child day pro-
gram substitute staff pool system.

Patron - Cohen

P HB536 student bullying; definition; character-
istics of victim. Adjusts the definition of "bullying" in the con-
text of public education to specify that the real or perceived
power imbalance between the aggressor or aggressors and vic-
tim that is involved in the act of bullying includes such a power
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imbalance on the basis of the membership of the victim in a
group that is protected from discrimination pursuant to the Vir-
ginia Human Rights Act.This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.

Patron - Cole

P HB561 Virginia Center for School and Campus
Safety; school safety audits; list of items required to be
reviewed. Requires the Virginia Center for School and Cam-
pus Safety to include specific technology systems in the list of
items to be reviewed and evaluated in required annual school
safety audits.

Patron - Askew

P HB571 policies on parental notification of
instructional material that includes sexually explicit con-
tent; scope and use. Provides that nothing in the law requiring
the Department of Education to develop and make available to
each school board model policies for ensuring parental notifi-
cation of any instructional material that includes sexually
explicit content and requiring each school board to adopt poli-
cies that are consistent with but may be more comprehensive
than such model policies or that is in such model policies or
school board policies shall be construed to permit the censor-
ing of books in any public elementary or secondary school.
This bill is identical to SB 235. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Delaney

P HB583 public school teachers; daily lunch
breaks; data collection; report. Requires the Department of
Education to annually collect and present in the Virginia
School Survey of Climate and Working Conditions school-
level and division-level data on the share of teachers that are
provided each working day a lunch break of at least 30 minutes
in length and unencumbered by any teaching or supervisory
duties.

Patron - Simonds

P HB599 school boards; unexpended local
funds; capital reserve fund permitted. Permits any school
board, with the concurrence of the local governing body, to
establish a capital reserve fund as a savings account into which
it exclusively deposits the local operating funds that remain
unexpended at the end of the year for future school division
capital expenditures at no additional cost to local taxpayers,
subject to certain conditions enumerated in the bill.

Patron - Simonds

P HBG603 public elementary and secondary
schools; health instruction, certain topics relating to mental
health. Requires health instruction provided to elementary and
secondary school students to include certain topics relating to
mental health that are enumerated in the bill, including (i) gen-
eral themes of social and emotional learning, including self-
awareness, self-management, responsible decision making,
relationship skills, and social awareness; (ii) signs and symp-
toms of common mental health challenges; and (iii) mental
health wellness and healthy strategies for coping with stress
and negative feelings, including conflict resolution skills. This
bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Price

P HB615 Virginia STEM Education Advisory
Board; purpose and duties; historically underrepresented
students. Expands the purpose of the Virginia Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education
Advisory Board to include promoting the participation of his-
torically underrepresented students, as defined in the bill, in
primary and secondary schools in STEM education. The bill

expands the duties of the Board to effectuate this additional
purpose. Finally, the bill increases from 16 to 23 the nonlegis-
lative citizen membership of the Board and provides that the
seven additional members be appointed by the chairmen of the
Virginia African American Advisory Board, Virginia-Asian
Advisory Board, Latino Advisory Board, Council on Women,
Virginia LGBTQ+ Advisory Board, Office of New Americans
Advisory Board, and Virginia Board for People with Disabili-
ties, with each chairman appointing one member representing
the population served by his advisory board subject to the
approval of a majority of the members of his advisory board.
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Price

P HB617 High school student-athletes; use of
name, image, or likeness. Establishes rights, duties, and pro-
hibitions relating to the use of the name, image, or likeness of
high school student-athletes that are equivalent to those estab-
lished in law for college student-athletes. The bill also requires
the Department of Education to publish in a publicly accessibly
format on its website information about laws that are applica-
ble to any contract entered into by a student-athlete relating to
compensation for the use of his name, image, or likeness.
Patron - Price

P HB624 public school staffing and funding;
National Teacher Certification Incentive Reward Program
and Fund; At-Risk Program; English language learner stu-
dents. Renames the National Teacher Certification Incentive
Reward Program and Fund as the National Board Certification
Incentive Reward Program and Fund, expands eligibility for
incentive grant awards from such Fund pursuant to such Pro-
gram from solely teachers who have obtained national certifi-
cation from the National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards to all public school staff who are candidates for ini-
tial national certification or maintenance of national certifica-
tion to cover certain costs of obtaining or maintaining such
certification and all public school staff who have successfully
obtained or maintained such certification, and permits certain
teachers to apply for additional incentive grants pursuant to
such Program and Fund. The bill also establishes the At-Risk
Program for the purpose of supporting programs and services
for students who are educationally at risk, including preven-
tion, intervention, or remediation activities required pursuant
to relevant law, teacher recruitment programs and initiatives,
programs for English language learners, the hiring of addi-
tional school counselors and other support staff, and other pro-
grams relating to increasing the success of disadvantaged
students in completing a high school degree and providing
opportunities to encourage further education and training. The
bill also contains provisions relating to certain funding require-
ments for the At-Risk Program. Finally, the bill requires state
funding to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation
act to support ratios of instructional positions to English lan-
guage learner students based on each such student's English
proficiency level, as established in the general appropriation
act. This bill is identical to SB 105. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB625 public education; community schools;
Office of Community Schools at Department of Education;
Community School Development and Implementation
Planning Grant; state goal. Requires the Department of Edu-
cation to establish the Office of Community Schools as an
office within the Department for the purpose of supporting the
development and growth of community schools throughout the
Commonwealth in accordance with the Virginia Community
School Framework and requires the Office to establish and
administer the Community School Development and Imple-
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mentation Planning Grant for the purpose of providing grants
to school boards that seek to designate any school within the
local school division as a community school to assist with the
planning and implementation of such designation. The bill also
establishes a state goal of prioritizing funding for such initia-
tives and grants to enable their expansion to serve the top 33
percent of public elementary and secondary schools in the
Commonwealth for highest identified student percentage, as
defined in the bill, based on data from the immediately preced-
ing school year. This bill is identical to SB 608. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB626 pubiic schools; certain local school divi-
sions; youth and community violence prevention; Commu-
nity Builders Pilot Program established; report. Establishes
the Community Builders Pilot Program for the purpose of
reducing youth involvement in behaviors that lead to gun vio-
lence and increasing community engagement among public
school students by providing to students who are entering the
eighth grade and enrolled in Roanoke City Public Schools and
Petersburg City Public Schools opportunities during the school
year after regular school hours and during the summer months
for community engagement, workforce development, postsec-
ondary education exploration, and social-emotional education
and development. The bill provides that the school boards of
Roanoke City Public Schools and Petersburg City Public
Schools shall be responsible for the administration of the Pro-
gram and are directed to collect data and report to the Governor
and relevant committees of the General Assembly by Novem-
ber 1 of each year on the progress of the Program. The bill has
an expiration date of July 1, 2027. This bill is identical to SB
484.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB632 Teacher licensure; universal licensure
by reciprocity. Establishes universal licensure by reciprocity
as a category of teacher licensure in the Commonwealth for
teachers who hold a valid out-of-state teaching license with full
credentials and without deficiencies that has been in force and
in use by the individual as an employed teacher in a non-virtual
classroom setting at a public or private elementary or second-
ary school for at least three years prior to and is in force at the
time of application and meet other provisions set forth in the
bill. The bill also permits the division superintendent rather
than the Board of Education, as in current law, to issue a career
and technical education teacher a provisional license to allow
time for the teacher to attain the industry certification creden-
tial required by law. Finally, the bill directs the Department of
Education to compile, publicly post on its website, and update
as necessary, data on teacher licensure standards and require-
ments for each state for the purposes of facilitating the determi-
nation of the compatibility of out-of-state teacher licenses with
requirements for teacher licensure and licensure by reciprocity
in the Commonwealth and increasing transparency of such
licensure requirements. This bill is identical to SB 352.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB647 public education; student literacy mea-
sures. Clarifies several provisions of the Virginia Literacy Act
(the Act), enacted during the 2022 Regular Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly and effective with the 2024-2025 school year,
including (i) clarifying that the term "evidence-based literacy
instruction™ does not include practices that instruct students to
gain meaning from print through the use of (a) three-cueing,
which includes semantic, syntactic, and graphophonic cues; (b)
meaning, structure, and visual cues; or (c) visual memory for
word recognition; (ii) removing the option to use a literacy
screener approved by the Department of Education for certain
purposes enumerated in the Act; (iii) requiring the Department

to develop a list of core literacy curricula for students in kin-
dergarten through grade five and supplemental instruction
practices and programs and intervention programs for students
in kindergarten through grade eight that consist of evidence-
based literacy instruction aligned with science-based reading
research; and (iv) requiring each divisionwide literacy plan to
address how the local school board will align (a) core reading
and literacy curriculum for students in kindergarten through
grade five and (b) screening, supplemental instruction, and
interventions for students in kindergarten through grade eight
with evidence-based literacy instruction practices aligned with
science-based reading research. This bill is identical to SB 624.
Patron - Coyner

P HB719 pubiic high schools; research-based
hazing prevention instruction. Requires the Board of Educa-
tion to develop Standards of Learning and curriculum guide-
lines for research-based hazing prevention instruction to be
provided as a part of physical or health education instruction
provided to students in grade nine or 10. The bill requires such
hazing prevention instruction to include age-appropriate,
extensive, and current education about hazing, including (i)
examples of hazing; (ii) the dangers of hazing, including the
consequences of alcohol intoxication; and (iii) school policies
and laws related to hazing, including criminal penalties and
bystander intervention. The bill requires such research-based
hazing prevention instruction to be offered in-person but
requires each school board to provide options for virtual partic-
ipation for any student who is enrolled in an online or virtual
physical or health education program. Finally, the bill requires
each school board to provide such research-based hazing pre-
vention instruction beginning with the school year following
the Board's adoption of revised Standards of Learning for
physical and health education for grades nine and 10 incorpo-
rating such research-based hazing prevention instruction and
directs the Board to, in the intermediary time, develop and post
on its website guidance documents for the purpose of making
such research-based hazing prevention instruction available to
local school boards. This bill is identical to SB 379.

Patron - Reaser

P HB731 Teachers; renewable licenses; require-
ments; assessments. Requires the Board of Education to elim-
inate the requirement for any individual to take and receive a
passing score on the Virginia Communication and Literacy
Assessment as a condition of the initial award or renewal of a
renewable license as a teacher in the Commonwealth.

Patron - Sewell

P HB732 public schools; opioid antagonist pro-
curement, possession, and administration; school board
employee training and certification; opioid overdose pre-
vention and reversal instruction; guidelines and require-
ments. Requires each local school board to develop, in
accordance with the guidelines developed by the Department
of Health in collaboration with the Department of Education,
plans, policies, and procedures for (i) providing at each public
secondary school that includes grades nine through 12 a pro-
gram of instruction on opioid overdose prevention and reversal
and for encouraging each student to complete such program of
instruction prior to graduation; (ii) the procurement, place-
ment, and maintenance in each public elementary and second-
ary school of a supply of opioid antagonists in an amount
equivalent to at least two unexpired doses for the purposes of
opioid overdose reversal; and (iii) the possession and adminis-
tration of an opioid antagonist by any employee of the school
board who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the
administration of an opioid antagonist, including policies (a)
requiring each public elementary and secondary school to
ensure that at least one employee is authorized by a prescriber
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and trained and certified in the administration of an opioid
antagonist, (b) for partnering with a program administered or
approved by the Department of Health to provide such training
and certification, and (c) for maintaining records of each such
trained and certified employee. The bill provides for the disci-
plinary, civil, and criminal immunity of any employee of a
public school, school board, or local health department, regard-
less of whether such employee was trained or certified in opi-
oid antagonist administration, for any act or omission made in
connection with the good faith administration of an opioid
antagonist for the purposes of opioid overdose reversal during
regular school hours, on school premises, or during a school-
sponsored activity, unless such act or omission was the result
of gross neglect or willful misconduct. The bill requires each
school board to adopt and each public elementary and second-
ary school to implement policies and procedures in accordance
with the provisions of the bill and, in doing so, to utilize to the
fullest extent possible programs offered by the Department of
Health for the provision of opioid antagonist administration
training and certification and opioid antagonist procurement. In
addition, the bill modifies the school board employees who are
authorized to administer opioid antagonists to include any
school board employee who has completed training and is cer-
tified in the administration of an opioid antagonist by a pro-
gram administered or authorized by the Department of Health.
Finally, the bill directs the Department of Health and the
Department of Education to collaborate to develop guidelines
and policies for the implementation of the provisions of the bill
and requires each school board to implement the provisions of
the bill by the beginning of the 2025-2026 school year. This
bill is identical to SB 726.

Patron - Sewell

P HB739 Early childhood care and education;
exemption from licensure for certain child day programs.
Exempts from licensure by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day program that (i) serves only depen-
dent children of military personnel and (ii) (a) is located on a
military base or federal property or (b) is certified as a family
child care provider by a branch of the Armed Forces of the
United States and provides that any branch of the Armed
Forces of the United States or its agent, including an installa-
tion commander of a military base on which a child day pro-
gram is located, may assume responsibility for approving or
determining which children may be served by the program that
is so exempted from licensure. This bill incorporates HB 146
and is identical to SB 702.

Patron - Sewell

P HB 777 enroliment of and provision of free
public education for certain students; kinship care and fos-
ter care. Provides that in the event that a student in a kinship
care arrangement moves into a different school division during
the school year as a result of safely returning home, being
emancipated, or transitioning to a new kinship care arrange-
ment, such student shall be deemed to continue to reside in the
previous school division of residence for the remainder of the
school year for the purpose of tuition-free enrollment and
attendance. The bill also provides that certain provisions of law
relating to continuity of public school enrollment and atten-
dance for students in foster care apply to a student who has
transitioned out of foster care and whose custody has been
transferred to the student's parent or prior legal guardian or
who has been emancipated.

Patron - Callsen

P HB830 Department of Education; establish-
ment of Farm to School Program Task Force. Requires the
Department of Education to establish and appoint such mem-
bers as it deems necessary or appropriate to the Farm to School

Program Task Force for the purpose of increasing student
access throughout the Commonwealth to high-quality farm to
school programs, defined in the bill as programs (i) whereby
public schools purchase and feature prominently in school
meals locally produced food or (ii) that involve experiential
student learning opportunities relating to local food and agri-
culture, including school and community garden programs and
local farm visits. The bill requires the Task Force to collabo-
rate with local school boards, community-based organizations,
farmers, relevant state and local agencies, and other relevant
stakeholders to (a) assess existing farm to school programs
within the Commonwealth to identify and disseminate to each
local school board best practices for implementing and sustain-
ing such programs, (b) establish and distribute to each local
school board a guidance document for the establishment and
operation of school garden programs, (c) provide information
and resources to each local school board to assist it in leverag-
ing grant funds to support farm to school programs, and (d)
collect such data and make such policy recommendations to
local school boards, the Board of Education, and the General
Assembly as it deems appropriate. This bill is identical to SB
314.

Patron - Cousins

P HB919 school boards; model memorandum of
understanding; partnerships with certain mental health
services providers; provision and expansion of virtual men-
tal health services. Directs the Department of Education, in
consultation with the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services and the Department of Medical Assis-
tance Services, to develop, adopt, and distribute to each school
board a model memorandum of understanding between a
school board and a nationally recognized school-based tele-
health provider that sets forth the parameters for the provision
of mental health teletherapy by such provider to public school
students enrolled in the local school division. Current law only
requires the development, adoption, and distribution of a
model memorandum of understanding between a school board
and a public or private community mental health services pro-
vider. The bill also permits each school board to adopt policies
and procedures to increase the accessibility of school-based
mental health services for students enrolled in each school
division who may not have access to mental health services
otherwise by providing or expanding virtual mental health
resources and establishing or expanding a partnership with (i) a
public or private community mental health services provider
that offers school-based teletherapy to students or (ii) a nation-
ally recognized school-based telehealth provider that provides
mental health teletherapy to students.

Patron - Srinivasan

P HB937 student transportation; innovative
alternatives to school buses. States that the intent of the Gen-
eral Assembly is that school boards encourage the implementa-
tion of innovative low-cost or no-cost alternatives to
transporting students to and from school on school buses,
including organizing or otherwise facilitating, encouraging, or
supporting biking or walking school buses whereby groups of
students ride bicycles or walk to and from school.

Patron - LeVere Bolling

P HB958 Commission on Civic Education; model
guidance on student participation in the work of local
school boards. Requires the Commission on Civic Education,
in conjunction with such stakeholders as it deems appropriate,
to create and provide to each local school board no later than
July 1, 2025, model guidance on the inclusion and involvement
of students enrolled in the local school division in the work of
the local school board, including model guidance on a process
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and structure for adding a student representative to the local
school board. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Lopez

P HB98O0 institutions of higher education; stu-
dents who report act of hazing or bullying experienced as
result of report of act of hazing; on-campus mental and
behavioral health support. Requires each public institution of
higher education and nonprofit private institution of higher
education to provide information about on-campus individuals
or entities that are qualified to provide the appropriate ongoing
mental and behavioral health support to any student who
reports to the institution an act of hazing or an act of bullying
experienced as the result of a report of an act of hazing.

Patron - Tran

P HB1024 Department of Education; Virginia
Preservice Training for Child Care Staff course; relevancy
review. Requires the Department of Education to review its
Virginia Preservice Training for Child Care Staff course for
appropriateness based on the age range of children served by
staff who are required to complete such course and to consider
excluding portions of such course that are solely relevant to
providing care for students in a certain age range for staff
whose duties do not include the care of children in such age
range.

Patron - Wilt

P HB1039 public elementary and secondary

schools; possession and administration of undesignated
glucagon; school board policies; donations. Permits any
local school board to adopt and implement policies for the pos-
session and administration of undesignated nasal or injectable
glucagon in each public elementary or secondary school in the
local school division, provided that such policies are consistent
with the guidance outlined in the most recent revision of the
Diabetes Management In School: Manual for Unlicensed Per-
sonnel published by the Department of Education and include
guidance on several items enumerated in the bill. The bill also
permits any public elementary or secondary school to maintain
a supply of nasal or injectable glucagon in any secure location
that is immediately accessible to any school nurse or other
employee trained in the administration of nasal and injectable
glucagon prescribed to the school by a prescriber. The bill
requires any such school to ensure that such a supply consists
of at least two doses. The bill permits any school nurse or other
authorized employee who is trained in the administration of
nasal and injectable glucagon consistent with the guidance out-
lined in the most recent revision of the Diabetes Management
In School: Manual for Unlicensed Personnel published by the
Department to administer nasal or injectable glucagon from
undesignated inventory with parental consent and if the stu-
dent's prescribed glucagon is not available on school grounds
or has expired. The bill permits any school board to accept
donations of nasal or injectable glucagon from a wholesale dis-
tributor of glucagon or donations of money from any individ-
ual to purchase nasal or injectable glucagon for the purpose of
maintenance and administration in a public school in the local
school division as permitted pursuant to the aforementioned
provisions of the bill.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P HB1075 Dolly Parton's Imagination Library
of Virginia Program established. Establishes Dolly Parton's
Imagination Library of Virginia Program for the purpose of
promoting a comprehensive statewide initiative for encourag-
ing preschool-age children to develop a love of reading and
learning whereby one reading selection, as defined in the bill,
is provided per month to each registered child from birth to age
five in each participating county at no cost to the family of

such child. The bill requires the Program to contribute to local
programs a 50 percent match of funds, if available, required of
such local programs participating in Dolly Parton's Imagina-
tion Library in the Commonwealth. The bill requires a non-
profit entity dedicated to statewide early literacy advocacy to
serve as the program administrator and be responsible for the
development, implementation, and administration of the Pro-
gram. The bill sunsets on January 1, 2029.

Patron - Coyner

P HB1076 Board of Education; through-year

growth assessment system; alternatives during 2024-2026
school years. Requires the Board of Education to permit
school boards to administer, during the 2024-2026 school
years, assessments as alternatives to the through-year growth
assessment system established by the Board, provided that any
such alternative assessment is aligned to the Standards of
Learning. This bill is identical to SB 435.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB1087 Department of Education and Vir-
ginia Community College System; College and Career
Ready Virginia Program and Fund established. Establishes
the College and Career Ready Virginia Fund and requires the
Department of Education and the Virginia Community College
System to establish the College and Career Ready Virginia
Program whereby each school board is required to offer each
qualified high school student in the local school division access
at the high school to the dual enrollment courses that are suffi-
cient to complete the Passport Program and the Uniform Cer-
tificate of General Studies Program at a public institution of
higher education at no cost to such students. The bill estab-
lishes several enumerated duties for the Department and the
System in the administration of the College and Career Ready
Virginia Program, including the establishment of a work group
to make recommendations no later than November 1, 2024, on
the incorporation of a career and technical education program
of coursework into the College and Career Ready Virginia Pro-
gram. This bill is identical to SB 627.

Patron - Coyner

P H81088 Board of Education; instructional

materials on climate change and environmental literacy;
model policies and procedures for selection. Requires the
Board of Education to make available to each local school
board instructional materials on climate change and environ-
mental literacy that are based on and include peer-reviewed
scientific sources. The bill requires the Board of Education to
develop, adopt, and make available to each local school board
model policies and procedures, based on peer-reviewed scien-
tific sources, pertaining to the selection of instructional materi-
als on climate change and environmental literacy, including a
requirement for any such selected material to accurately por-
tray changes in weather and climate patterns over time, the
impacts of human activity on changes in weather and climate
patterns, and the effects of climate change on people and
resources. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Carr

P HB1089 Special education and related ser-

vices. Makes several changes relating to special education and
related services for children with disabilities in public elemen-
tary and secondary schools in the Commonwealth, including
requiring (i) the Department of Education to (a) develop, estab-
lish, review and update as necessary at least once every five
years, and make available to each local school board an IEP
writing, facilitation, tracking, and transfer system to be referred
to as the Virginia IEP that includes, at a minimum, an IEP tem-
plate component and a data system component and (b) develop
and publish a data dashboard for the annual public reporting of
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state-level, division-level, and school-level special education
data; (ii) each local school board to designate a faculty member
to serve as a special education parent/family liaison to be a
resource to parents and families to understand and engage in
the referral, evaluation, reevaluation, and eligibility process if
they suspect that their child has a disability and in the IEP pro-
cess; and (iii) the Parent Training and Information Center in
the Commonwealth designated pursuant to relevant federal law
to establish special education family support centers in eight
distinct regions of the Commonwealth that shall each be
staffed by a regional special education family liaison employed
by such center, coordinate with the designated special educa-
tion parent/family liaisons in the local school divisions in the
region, develop and implement outreach and support to parents
of children with disabilities in its region, and track and report
to the State Parent Ombudsman for Special Education data on
questions and concerns raised by parents. This bill is identical
to SB 220.

Patron - Coyner

P HB1221 Health education; menstrual educa-
tion instruction permitted. Permits each school board to pro-
vide a program of instruction on menstrual education as a part
of any health education instruction offered at such grade level
in grades four through eight as the school board deems appro-
priate.

Patron - Seibold

P HB1231 Department of Education; communi-
cation to local school boards; JROTC; legal obligations.
Requires the Department of Education to notify each school
board of any obligation imposed on the school board or any
public school in the local school division pursuant to any fed-
eral law or regulation relating to student eligibility to partici-
pate in Junior Reserve Officers' Training Corps (JROTC)
programs offered by any branch of the Armed Forces of the
United States in public schools.

Patron - Higgins

P HB1247 public school staffing ratios; teach-

ers; English language learner students. Requires state fund-
ing to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act to
support ratios of instructional positions to English language
learner students based on each such student's English profi-
ciency level, as established in the general appropriation act.
This bill is identical to SB 272.

Patron - Maldonado

P HB1277 chiid care; background checks.

Allows applicants for employment and applicants to serve as
volunteers to work in certain child day centers, family day
homes, and family day systems pending the results of a full
background check, provided that (i) the applicant has received
qualifying results on a fingerprint-based background check
through the Central Criminal Records Exchange or the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and (ii) the applicant is supervised at
all times by a person who received a qualifying result on a full
background check within the past five years.

Patron - Laufer

P HB1279 Department of Health and Depart-
ment of Education; school health entrance form. Requires
the Department of Health, in conjunction with the Department
of Education, to examine the Department of Health's COM-
MONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA SCHOOL HEALTH
ENTRANCE FORM: Health Information Form/Comprehen-
sive Physical Examination Report/Certification of Immuniza-
tion and make such changes as they deem necessary to
streamline such form, make it available in both digital and
print formats, and make it more user-friendly for families, phy-

sicians, and other health care professionals while continuing to
gather all of the information that is necessary to comply with
relevant state laws relating to student health and immunization
and school attendance.

Patron - Hayes

P HB1317 public schools; transfer and manage-
ment of scholastic records; disclosure of information in
court notices; transfer of disciplinary records; require-
ments. Requires the superintendent of any school division to,
upon receiving notification of the disposition in a delinquency
case concerning a student who is not enrolled in such school
division, forward such notification to the superintendent of the
school division where such student is enrolled or where such
student intends to enroll, as evidenced by the receipt of a
request from the other school division for such student's scho-
lastic records. Current law only permits the superintendent of
any such school division to forward such notification to the
superintendent of the school division in which the student is
currently enrolled. The bill also requires a copy of the com-
plete student disciplinary records of any student transferring
from one school division to another to be transferred to the
school division to which such student is transferring, upon
request from such school division. This bill is identical to SB
443,

Patron - Cole

P HB1345 High school graduation require-

ments; satisfaction of certain course credits with workforce
credentials; development and maintenance of list of
accepted credentials. Requires the Board of Education, in col-
laboration with the Virginia Community College System,
Career and Technical Education directors, and industry part-
ners, to develop and maintain a current, comprehensive, and
uniform list of industry-recognized workforce credentials that
students may take as a substitute for certain units of credit
required for graduation, including such credentials that are
accepted as substitutes for electives credits and credentials
completed outside of regular school hours. The bill requires
each school board to accept as a substitute for a required credit
any credential listed as an accepted substitute for such required
credit. The bill also requires any College and Career Access
Pathways Partnership entered into between a school board and
a comprehensive community college to specify, consistent with
the list, industry-recognized credentials that are accepted as
substitutes for certain credits required for high school gradua-
tion. Finally, the bill requires the Board, in establishing gradua-
tion requirements, to permit any student to substitute elective
credits for completion of any industry-approved workforce cre-
dential that is included on the list as an accepted substitute for
such credits. This bill incorporates HB 1009 and is identical to
SB 199.

Patron - Anthony

P HB1451 standards of Learning assessments;
expedited retakes; eligibility. Directs the Board of Education
to revise its regulations relating to student eligibility for an
expedited retake of any Standards of Learning assessment,
with the exception of the writing Standards of Learning assess-
ments, to (i) provide that any student in grades three through
12 who scores in the 375 to 399 range, or an equivalent range
on an alternative scoring scale, on a Standards of Learning
assessment shall be eligible to retake such assessment on an
expedited basis at least once prior to the next scheduled assess-
ment administration and (ii) establish guidelines for and
require each eligible student to complete prior to retaking any
such assessment on an expedited basis a comprehensive reme-
diation program based on such student's particular educational
needs as identified by such student's assessment results. The
bill requires the Board to implement such revised regulations
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by January 1, 2025. The bill clarifies that the provisions of the
bill shall not be construed to affect any of the Board's regula-
tions or policies relating to student eligibility for an expedited
retake of any Standards of Learning assessment prior to Janu-
ary 1, 2025.

Patron - Phillips

P HB1473 Department of Education; develop-
ment and distribution of fentanyl education and awareness
informational one-sheet; requirements. Requires the Depart-
ment of Education to develop, in collaboration with the
Department of Health, a fentanyl education and awareness
informational one-sheet designed to promote awareness of the
dangers associated with and the prevalence of fentanyl and
provide essential information on fentanyl overdose prevention
and preparedness among high school-age students. The bill
requires the Department of Education to make available to
each school board and post in a publicly accessible location on
its website such informational one-sheet and to annually
review and update such informational one-sheet in collabora-
tion with the Department of Health to ensure its currency and
accuracy. The bill requires each public high school or second-
ary school that includes grades nine through 12 to annually dis-
tribute such informational one-sheet to each student in grades
nine through 12 within the first two weeks of the school year.
This bill incorporates HB 1007.

Patron - Clark

P HBl477 Public schools; instructional time;

competency-based education. Requires the Board of Educa-
tion to provide local school boards maximum flexibility to
waive existing instructional clock hour requirements by devel-
oping alternative instructional time models in accordance with
the Board's regulations and guidelines relating to instructional
time waivers. The bill directs the Board, when revising its reg-
ulations and adopting Standards of Accreditation, to provide
flexibility for school boards to develop programs that provide
for acceleration, remediation, and multiple pathways to gradu-
ation that permit students to demonstrate competency at differ-
ent rates. The bill also requires the Board to update, by
December 1, 2024, its Guidelines for Graduation Require-
ments: Local Alternative Paths to Standard Units of Credit
(Alternatives to the 140-Clock-Hour Requirement) to include
guidance regarding (i) waiver pathway options to allow stu-
dents time within the school day to complete work-based learn-
ing opportunities; (ii) advanced learning opportunities focused
on problem-solving, critical and creative thinking, communica-
tion, collaboration, and citizenship skills; (iii) content that pro-
vides technical knowledge, skills, and competency-based
applied learning; (iv) a method for approving alternative pro-
grams, including dual enrollment courses as specified in the
bill; (v) other instructional time models adopted to meet
instructional hour requirements through a variety of learning
modalities; and (vi) offering instructional and learning oppor-
tunities including innovative, advanced, and enrichment pro-
grams for the full school year. Finally, the bill requires the
Board to submit to the Chairs of the Senate Committee on Edu-
cation and Health and the House Committee on Education by
November 1, 2024, a report on its progress in implementing the
provisions of the bill. This bill incorporates HB 663 and HB
1081.

Patron - Rasoul

P HB1504 Board of Education; guidelines on

school-connected overdose policies; response and parental
notification. Requires the Board of Education to establish
guidelines for school-connected overdose response and paren-
tal notification policies to aid local school boards in the imple-
mentation of such policies. The bill requires such guidelines to
include (i) a model action plan for each school board to follow

in responding to any school-connected overdose, including
communicating and coordinating with the Department of Edu-
cation and the applicable law-enforcement liaison or the local
law-enforcement agency that employs such school division's
school resources officers, and (ii) criteria for issuing parental
notification to ensure sensitivity to the privacy interests of
affected individuals and compliance with any applicable law,
rules, or regulations relating to the disclosure and protection of
a minor's personal, confidential, or otherwise sensitive infor-
mation. This bill is identical to SB 498. This bill received Gov-
ernor’s recommendations.

Patron - Seibold

P SB5 stem+c Competition Team Grant Pro-
gram established. Establishes the Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Mathematics, and Computing (STEM+C)
Competition Team Grant Program to encourage interest in
STEM+C-related subject areas and support STEM+C-related
extracurricular team-building activities in public schools in the
Commonwealth by providing grants for use in establishing or
supporting STEM+C competition teams.

Patron - Stanley

P SB13 Early childhood care and education; child
day programs; use of office buildings; waiver of zoning
requirements. Permits any locality to by ordinance provide for
the waiver of any requirements for zoning permits for the oper-
ation of a child day program in an office building, as defined
by the bill, provided that such facility satisfies the require-
ments for state licensure as a child day program. This bill is
identical to HB 281.

Patron - Favola

P SB54 Early childhood care and education sys-
tem; need-based and demand-based funding. Requires, for
the purpose of addressing family demand and preferences for
affordable, high-quality early childhood care and education
services, state general funds to be provided to support the pro-
vision of services to families for early childhood care and edu-
cation, as specified in the general appropriation act. The bill
requires the Department of Education to report each year by
November 15 on the projected general funds needed for the
upcoming two fiscal years based on cost of quality rate per
child in order to (i) maintain the current number of slots at
early childhood care and education programs, (ii) increase the
number of slots using a projected growth report, and (iii)
increase the number of slots to fully accommodate parent
demand and eliminate waitlists. The bill requires such pro-
jected general funds to be based on the annual per-child cost,
determined as set forth in the bill, for the Virginia Preschool
Initiative, the Mixed Delivery Program, and the Child Care
Subsidy Program, the current eligibility criteria for such pro-
grams, and maximization of certain regularly recurring federal
funds. The bill requires each regional entity established by the
Board of Education pursuant to applicable law, each local
school division, and each locality to annually indicate the num-
ber of slots needed, respectively, in the region for the Mixed
Delivery Program, the local school division for the Virginia
Preschool Initiative, and the locality for the Child Care Sub-
sidy Program. The bill requires the Department of Education to
(a) reallocate by July 1 any slots with available funding from
the Child Care Subsidy Program and the Mixed Delivery Pro-
gram, (b) make adjustments based on family preferences fol-
lowing the fall enrollment periods, and (c) first expend all
current-year state general funds in providing funding for slots.
This bill is identical to HB 419.

Patron - Locke

P SB60 Department of Education; guidelines for
individualized education program teams relating to certain
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age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate instruc-
tion; availability and posting. Requires the Department of
Education to make available to each school board and post on
its website by the beginning of the 2024-2025 school year the
guidelines established in accordance with relevant law for indi-
vidualized education program (IEP) teams to use in developing
IEPs for children with disabilities relating to the need for age-
appropriate and developmentally appropriate instruction.
Patron - Favola

P SB104 Average teacher salary in the Common-
wealth; national average. Requires the Governor's introduced
budget bills for the 2025, 2026, and 2027 Regular Sessions of
the General Assembly to propose funding for, and state fund-
ing to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act
enacted during any regular or special session of the General
Assembly during 2025, 2026, or 2027 to fund, the Common-
wealth's share of compensation supplement incentives for
Standards of Quality-funded instructional and support posi-
tions sufficient to increase the average teacher salary in the
Commonwealth to at least the national average teacher salary
by the end of the 2026-2028 biennium and establishes a
detailed timeline and process for satisfying such requirement.
This bill is identical to HB 187. This bill received Governor’s
recommendations.

Patron - Lucas

P SB105 public school staffing and funding;
National Teacher Certification Incentive Reward Program
and Fund; At-Risk Program; English language learner stu-
dents. Renames the National Teacher Certification Incentive
Reward Program and Fund as the National Board Certification
Incentive Reward Program and Fund, expands eligibility for
incentive grant awards from such Fund pursuant to such Pro-
gram from solely teachers who have obtained national certifi-
cation from the National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards to all public school staff who are candidates for ini-
tial national certification or maintenance of national certifica-
tion to cover certain costs of obtaining or maintaining such
certification and all public school staff who have successfully
obtained or maintained such certification, and permits certain
teachers to apply for additional incentive grants pursuant to
such Program and Fund. The bill also establishes the At-Risk
Program for the purpose of supporting programs and services
for students who are educationally at risk, including preven-
tion, intervention, or remediation activities required pursuant
to relevant law, teacher recruitment programs and initiatives,
programs for English language learners, the hiring of addi-
tional school counselors and other support staff, and other pro-
grams relating to increasing the success of disadvantaged
students in completing a high school degree and providing
opportunities to encourage further education and training. The
bill also contains provisions relating to certain funding require-
ments for the At-Risk Program. Finally, the bill requires state
funding to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation
act to support ratios of instructional positions to English lan-
guage learner students based on each such student's English
proficiency level, as established in the general appropriation
act. This bill incorporates SB 127, SB 128, SB 187, SB 227,
SB 228, and SB 609 and is identical to HB 624. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Lucas

P SB142 public school teachers; licensure
requirements; one-year local eligibility license; alternate
routes and flexibility. Requires the Board of Education to
include in its teacher licensure regulations provisions authoriz-
ing each school board, upon recommendation of the division
superintendent or the school board and in accordance with the
criteria set forth in the bill, to issue a one-year, nonrenewable

local eligibility license that is only valid within the issuing
school division to any individual who (i) received a baccalau-
reate degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher
education, (ii) has experience or training in a subject or content
area as the school board and division superintendent may deem
appropriate for the applicable teaching position or endorsement
area, and (iii) is not seeking to provide instruction in special
education or eligible for collegiate professional or postgraduate
professional licensure. The bill establishes several require-
ments, criteria, and conditions relating to a local eligibility
license. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2030. This
bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Ruff

P SB199 High school graduation requirements;
satisfaction of certain course credits with workforce cre-
dentials; development and maintenance of list of accepted
credentials. Requires the Board of Education, in collaboration
with the Virginia Community College System, Career and
Technical Education directors, and industry partners, to
develop and maintain a current, comprehensive, and uniform
list of industry-recognized workforce credentials that students
may take as a substitute for certain units of credit required for
graduation, including such credentials that are accepted as sub-
stitutes for electives credits and credentials completed outside
of regular school hours. The bill requires each school board to
accept as a substitute for a required credit any credential listed
as an accepted substitute for such required credit. The bill also
requires any College and Career Access Pathways Partnership
entered into between a school board and a comprehensive com-
munity college to specify, consistent with the list, industry-rec-
ognized credentials that are accepted as substitutes for certain
credits required for high school graduation. Finally, the bill
requires the Board, in establishing graduation requirements, to
permit any student to substitute elective credits for completion
of any industry-approved workforce credential that is included
on the list as an accepted substitute for such credits. This bill is
identical to HB 1345.

Patron - Diggs

P SB220 Special education and related services.
Makes several changes relating to special education and related
services for children with disabilities in public elementary and
secondary schools in the Commonwealth, including requiring
(i) the Department of Education to (a) develop, establish,
review and update as necessary at least once every five years,
and make available to each local school board an IEP writing,
facilitation, tracking, and transfer system to be referred to as
the Virginia IEP that includes, at a minimum, an IEP template
component and a data system component and (b) develop and
publish a data dashboard for the annual public reporting of
state-level, division-level, and school-level special education
data; (ii) each local school board to designate a faculty member
to serve as a special education parent/family liaison to be a
resource to parents and families to understand and engage in
the referral, evaluation, reevaluation, and eligibility process if
they suspect that their child has a disability and in the IEP pro-
cess; and (iii) the Parent Training and Information Center in
the Commonwealth designated pursuant to relevant federal law
to establish special education family support centers in eight
distinct regions of the Commonwealth that shall each be
staffed by a regional special education family liaison employed
by such center, coordinate with the designated special educa-
tion parent/family liaisons in the local school divisions in the
region, develop and implement outreach and support to parents
of children with disabilities in its region, and track and report
to the State Parent Ombudsman for Special Education data on
questions and concerns raised by parents. This bill is identical
to HB 1089.

Patron - Favola
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P SB225 school board policies; parental notifica-
tion; safe storage of firearms in the household. Requires
each local school board to develop and implement a policy to
require the annual notification of the parent of each student
enrolled in the local school division, to be sent by email and, if
applicable, SMS text message within 30 calendar days suc-
ceeding the first day of each school year, of the parent's legal
responsibility to safely store any firearm present in the house-
hold, risks associated with improperly stored firearms, statis-
tics relating to firearm-related accidents, injuries, and death
among youth, and other tips and strategies. The bill requires
each school board to make such parental notification available
in multiple languages on its website. This bill is identical to
HB 498. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Pekarsky

P SB235 policies on parental notification of
instructional material that includes sexually explicit con-
tent; scope and use. Provides that nothing in the law requiring
the Department of Education to develop and make available to
each school board model policies for ensuring parental notifi-
cation of any instructional material that includes sexually
explicit content and requiring each school board to adopt poli-
cies that are consistent with but may be more comprehensive
than such model policies or that is in such model policies or
school board policies shall be construed to permit the censor-
ing of books in any public elementary or secondary school.
This bill is identical to HB 571.

Patron - Hashmi

P SB272 public school staffing ratios; teachers;
English language learner students. Requires state funding to
be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act to sup-
port ratios of instructional positions to English language
learner students based on each such student's English profi-
ciency level, as established in the general appropriation act.
This bill is identical to HB 1247.

Patron - Hashmi

P SB283 Free school meals; stakeholder work
group; report. Requires the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, in coordination with the Secretary of Education, to con-
vene a stakeholder work group to study the estimated impact of
offering free school meals to students statewide, identify
options for reducing or eliminating student and school meal
debt, and make recommendations on options for leveraging
other programs funded at the state and federal levels for the
provision of student school meals. The bill requires the work
group to report its findings and recommendations to the Joint
Subcommittee on Elementary and Secondary Education Fund-
ing by November 1, 2024.

Patron - Roem

P SB314 Department of Education; establish-
ment of Farm to School Program Task Force. Requires the
Department of Education to establish and appoint such mem-
bers as it deems necessary or appropriate to the Farm to School
Program Task Force for the purpose of increasing student
access throughout the Commonwealth to high-quality farm to
school programs, defined in the bill as programs (i) whereby
public schools purchase and feature prominently in school
meals locally produced food or (ii) that involve experiential
student learning opportunities relating to local food and agri-
culture, including school and community garden programs and
local farm visits. The bill requires the Task Force to collabo-
rate with local school boards, community-based organizations,
farmers, relevant state and local agencies, and other relevant
stakeholders to (a) assess existing farm to school programs
within the Commonwealth to identify and disseminate to each

local school board best practices for implementing and sustain-
ing such programs, (b) establish and distribute to each local
school board a guidance document for the establishment and
operation of school garden programs, (c) provide information
and resources to each local school board to assist it in leverag-
ing grant funds to support farm to school programs, and (d)
collect such data and make such policy recommendations to
local school boards, the Board of Education, and the General
Assembly as it deems appropriate. This bill is identical to HB
830.

Patron - Roem

P 58352 Teacher licensure; universal licensure
by reciprocity. Establishes universal licensure by reciprocity
as a category of teacher licensure in the Commonwealth for
teachers who hold a valid out-of-state teaching license with full
credentials and without deficiencies that has been in force and
in use by the individual as an employed teacher in a non-virtual
classroom setting at a public or private elementary or second-
ary school for at least three years prior to and is in force at the
time of application and meet other provisions set forth in the
bill. The bill also permits the division superintendent rather
than the Board of Education, as in current law, to issue a career
and technical education teacher a provisional license to allow
time for the teacher to attain the industry certification creden-
tial required by law. Finally, the bill directs the Department of
Education to compile, publicly post on its website, and update
as necessary, data on teacher licensure standards and require-
ments for each state for the purposes of facilitating the determi-
nation of the compatibility of out-of-state teacher licenses with
requirements for teacher licensure and licensure by reciprocity
in the Commonwealth and increasing transparency of such
licensure requirements. This bill is identical to HB 632.

Patron - Peake

P SB379 public high schools; research-based
hazing prevention instruction. Requires the Board of Educa-
tion to develop Standards of Learning and curriculum guide-
lines for research-based hazing prevention instruction to be
provided as a part of physical or health education instruction
provided to students in grade nine or 10. The bill requires such
hazing prevention instruction to include age-appropriate,
extensive, and current education about hazing, including (i)
examples of hazing; (ii) the dangers of hazing, including the
consequences of alcohol intoxication; and (iii) school policies
and laws related to hazing, including criminal penalties and
bystander intervention. The bill requires such research-based
hazing prevention instruction to be offered in-person but
requires each school board to provide options for virtual partic-
ipation for any student who is enrolled in an online or virtual
physical or health education program. Finally, the bill requires
each school board to provide such research-based hazing pre-
vention instruction beginning with the school year following
the Board's adoption of revised Standards of Learning for
physical and health education for grades nine and 10 incorpo-
rating such research-based hazing prevention instruction and
directs the Board to, in the intermediary time, develop and post
on its website guidance documents for the purpose of making
such research-based hazing prevention instruction available to
local school boards. This bill is identical to HB 719.

Patron - Boysko

P SB420 Virginia School for the Deaf and the
Blind Board of Visitors; membership; powers and duties;
meetings. Expands the total membership of the Board of Visi-
tors of the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind from 11
to 15 members by increasing the number of nonlegislative citi-
zen members from seven to 11. The bill provides that of the 11
nonlegislative citizen members, two shall be parents of current
students at the Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind, of
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whom (i) one is the parent of a student who is deaf or hard of
hearing and one is the parent of a student who is vision
impaired and (ii) one represents the Eastern region of the Com-
monwealth and one represents the Western region of the Com-
monwealth; two shall be representatives of the Virginia School
for the Deaf and the Blind Alumni Association who are deaf or
hard of hearing; and two shall be representatives of the Alumni
Association who are vision impaired. Under current law, the
requirements for the parent representatives are less specific and
there is only one representative of the Alumni Association. The
bill also amends the powers and duties of the Board of Visitors
to include supervising the superintendent, other officers, and
the faculty of the school. The bill provides that, in accordance
with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, any notice of a
meeting of the Board of Visitors shall state whether public
comment will be received and, if so, the approximate point at
which it will be received. The bill requires that at each meeting
at which public comment will be received each interested indi-
vidual is allotted three minutes to speak and prohibits limiting
that allotted time without adequate notice prior to the date of
the meeting. The bill also requires the Board of Visitors to
meet no less than four times each year. Current law provides
that the Board of Visitors shall meet no more than four times
each year. Finally, the bill defines the terms "deaf,” "hard of
hearing," and "vision impaired."

Patron - Head

P SB433 Board of Education; develop and adopt
policies relating to supporting Students with Limited and/
or Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE). Directs the
Board of Education to develop and adopt policies relating to
supporting Students with Limited and/or Interrupted Formal
Education (SLIFE students) in staying in and graduating from,
or otherwise completing, high school in the Commonwealth
and to develop formulas for calculating high school drop-out
rates and graduation rates in the Commonwealth that do not
include any SLIFE student who dropped out if such student
had not yet been enrolled in a public high school in the Com-
monwealth for at least two semesters.

Patron - Suetterlein

P SB435 Board of Education; through-year
growth assessment system; alternatives during 2024-2026
school years. Requires the Board of Education to permit
school boards to administer, during the 2024-2026 school
years, assessments as alternatives to the through-year growth
assessment system established by the Board, provided that any
such alternative assessment is aligned to the Standards of
Learning. This bill is identical to HB 1076.

Patron - Suetterlein

P SB441 school boards; employment verifica-
tion; timing. Requires each school board to respond within 10
working days of receiving a request for employment verifica-
tion of a former employee of the school board when such veri-
fication is sought by another school board. The bill defines
working day as every day except Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
state and federal holidays. This bill is identical to HB 355.
Patron - Durant

P SB443 public schools; transfer and manage-
ment of scholastic records; disclosure of information in
court notices; transfer of disciplinary records; require-
ments. Requires the superintendent of any school division to,
upon receiving notification of the disposition in a delinquency
case concerning a student who is not enrolled in such school
division, forward such notification to the superintendent of the
school division where such student is enrolled or where such
student intends to enroll, as evidenced by the receipt of a
request from the other school division for such student's scho-

lastic records. Current law only permits the superintendent of
any such school division to forward such notification to the
superintendent of the school division in which the student is
currently enrolled. The bill also requires a copy of the com-
plete student disciplinary records of any student transferring
from one school division to another to be transferred to the
school division to which such student is transferring, upon
request from such school division. This bill is identical to HB
1317.

Patron - Durant

P SB474 school construction Program and
Fund; career and technical education programs eligible.
Clarifies that, for the purposes of eligibility to receive grants
through the School Construction Fund and Program, "local
school division™ includes any joint or regional school estab-
lished in accordance with relevant law and "public school
buildings and facilities" or "public school buildings" include
any building or facility used for career and technical education
programs provided at any such joint or regional school. This
bill is identical to HB 462.

Patron - Obenshain

P SB484 public schools; certain local school divi-
sions; youth and community violence prevention; Commu-
nity Builders Pilot Program established; report. Establishes
the Community Builders Pilot Program for the purpose of
reducing youth involvement in behaviors that lead to gun vio-
lence and increasing community engagement among public
school students by providing to students who are entering the
eighth grade and enrolled in Roanoke City Public Schools and
Petersburg City Public Schools opportunities during the school
year after regular school hours and during the summer months
for community engagement, workforce development, postsec-
ondary education exploration, and social-emotional education
and development. The bill provides that the school boards of
Roanoke City Public Schools and Petersburg City Public
Schools shall be responsible for the administration of the Pro-
gram and are directed to collect data and report to the Governor
and relevant committees of the General Assembly by Novem-
ber 1 of each year on the progress of the Program. The bill has
an expiration date of July 1, 2027. This bill is identical to HB
626.

Patron - Aird

P SB498 Board of Education; guidelines on
school-connected overdose policies; response and parental
notification. Requires the Board of Education to establish
guidelines for school-connected overdose response and paren-
tal notification policies to aid local school boards in the imple-
mentation of such policies. The bill requires such guidelines to
include (i) a model action plan for each school board to follow
in responding to any school-connected overdose, including
communicating and coordinating with the Department of Edu-
cation and the applicable law-enforcement liaison or the local
law-enforcement agency that employs such school division's
school resources officers, and (ii) criteria for issuing parental
notification to ensure sensitivity to the privacy interests of
affected individuals and compliance with any applicable law,
rules, or regulations relating to the disclosure and protection of
a minor's personal, confidential, or otherwise sensitive infor-
mation. This bill is identical to HB 1504. This bill received
Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Carroll Foy

P SB586 public elementary and secondary
schools; student discipline; evidence-based restorative dis-
ciplinary practices. Prohibits, except in certain cases involv-
ing specific offenses enumerated in applicable law or in cases
in which the division superintendent or his designee finds that
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aggravating circumstances, as defined by the Department of
Education, exist, any public elementary or secondary school
student from being suspended, expelled, or excluded from
attendance at school without first considering at least one evi-
dence-based restorative disciplinary practice such as commu-
nity conferencing, community service, mentoring, a peer jury,
peer mediation, positive behavioral interventions and supports,
a restorative circle, or the Virginia Tiered Systems of Supports.
The bill also requires the Department to add as part of the stu-
dent behavior and administrative response collection required
pursuant to relevant law the use of evidence-based restorative
disciplinary practices as a behavioral intervention in order to
evaluate the use and effectiveness of such practices. This bill is
identical to HB 398. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Pekarsky

P SB608 pubiic education; community schools;
Office of Community Schools at Department of Education;
Community School Development and Implementation
Planning Grant; state goal. Requires the Department of Edu-
cation to establish the Office of Community Schools as an
office within the Department for the purpose of supporting the
development and growth of community schools throughout the
Commonwealth in accordance with the Virginia Community
School Framework and requires the Office to establish and
administer the Community School Development and Imple-
mentation Planning Grant for the purpose of providing grants
to school boards that seek to designate any school within the
local school division as a community school to assist with the
planning and implementation of such designation. The bill also
establishes a state goal of prioritizing funding for such initia-
tives and grants to enable their expansion to serve the top 33
percent of public elementary and secondary schools in the
Commonwealth for highest identified student percentage, as
defined in the bill, based on data from the immediately preced-
ing school year. This bill is identical to HB 625. This bill
received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Aird

P SB624 public education; student literacy mea-
sures. Clarifies several provisions of the Virginia Literacy Act
(the Act), enacted during the 2022 Regular Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly and effective with the 2024-2025 school year,
including (i) clarifying that the term "evidence-based literacy
instruction™ does not include practices that instruct students to
gain meaning from print through the use of (a) three-cueing,
which includes semantic, syntactic, and graphophonic cues; (b)
meaning, structure, and visual cues; or (c) visual memory for
word recognition; (ii) removing the option to use a literacy
screener approved by the Department of Education for certain
purposes enumerated in the Act; (iii) requiring the Department
to develop a list of core literacy curricula for students in kin-
dergarten through grade five and supplemental instruction
practices and programs and intervention programs for students
in kindergarten through grade eight that consist of evidence-
based literacy instruction aligned with science-based reading
research; and (iv) requiring each divisionwide literacy plan to
address how the local school board will align (a) core reading
and literacy curriculum for students in kindergarten through
grade five and (b) screening, supplemental instruction, and
interventions for students in kindergarten through grade eight
with evidence-based literacy instruction practices aligned with
science-based reading research. This bill is identical to HB
647.

Patron - Lucas

P SB627 Department of Education and Virginia
Community College System; College and Career Ready
Virginia Program and Fund established. Establishes the
College and Career Ready Virginia Fund and requires the

Department of Education and the Virginia Community College
System to establish the College and Career Ready Virginia
Program whereby each school board is required to offer each
qualified high school student in the local school division access
at the high school to the dual enrollment courses that are suffi-
cient to complete the Passport Program and the Uniform Cer-
tificate of General Studies Program at a public institution of
higher education at no cost to such students. The bill estab-
lishes several enumerated duties for the Department and the
System in the administration of the College and Career Ready
Virginia Program, including the establishment of a work group
to make recommendations no later than November 1, 2024, on
the incorporation of a career and technical education program
of coursework into the College and Career Ready Virginia Pro-
gram. This bill is identical to HB 1087.

Patron - Lucas

P SB702 Early childhood care and education;
exemption from licensure for certain child day programs.
Exempts from licensure by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day program that (i) serves only depen-
dent children of military personnel and (ii) (a) is located on a
military base or federal property or (b) is certified as a family
child care provider by a branch of the Armed Forces of the
United States and provides that any branch of the Armed
Forces of the United States or its agent, including an installa-
tion commander of a military base on which a child day pro-
gram is located, may assume responsibility for approving or
determining which children may be served by the program that
is so exempted from licensure. This bill incorporates SB 75
and is identical to HB 739.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB707 public middie schools and high schools;
student organizations; career and technical education
organizations permitted. Permits each public middle school
and high school to establish career and technical education stu-
dent organizations, regardless of whether such school offers
career and technical education courses.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB726 pubiic schools; opioid antagonist pro-
curement, possession, and administration; school board
employee training and certification; opioid overdose pre-
vention and reversal instruction; guidelines and require-
ments. Requires each local school board to develop, in
accordance with the guidelines developed by the Department
of Health in collaboration with the Department of Education,
plans, policies, and procedures for (i) providing at each public
secondary school that includes grades nine through 12 a pro-
gram of instruction on opioid overdose prevention and reversal
and for encouraging each student to complete such program of
instruction prior to graduation; (ii) the procurement, place-
ment, and maintenance in each public elementary and second-
ary school of a supply of opioid antagonists in an amount
equivalent to at least two unexpired doses for the purposes of
opioid overdose reversal; and (lii) the possession and adminis-
tration of an opioid antagonist by any employee of the school
board who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in the
administration of an opioid antagonist, including policies (a)
requiring each public elementary and secondary school to
ensure that at least one employee is authorized by a prescriber
and trained and certified in the administration of an opioid
antagonist, (b) for partnering with a program administered or
approved by the Department of Health to provide such training
and certification, and (c) for maintaining records of each such
trained and certified employee.

The bill provides for the disciplinary, civil, and criminal immu-
nity of any employee of a public school, school board, or local
health department, regardless of whether such employee was
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trained or certified in opioid antagonist administration, for any
act or omission made in connection with the good faith admin-
istration of an opioid antagonist for the purposes of opioid
overdose reversal during regular school hours, on school prem-
ises, or during a school-sponsored activity, unless such act or
omission was the result of gross neglect or willful misconduct.
The bill requires each school board to adopt and each public
elementary and secondary school to implement policies and
procedures in accordance with the provisions of the bill and, in
doing so, to utilize to the fullest extent possible programs
offered by the Department of Health for the provision of opioid
antagonist administration training and certification and opioid
antagonist procurement.

In addition, the bill modifies the school board employees who
are authorized to administer opioid antagonists to include any
school board employee who has completed training and is cer-
tified in the administration of an opioid antagonist by a pro-
gram administered or authorized by the Department of Health.
Finally, the bill directs the Department of Health and the
Department of Education to collaborate to develop guidelines
and policies for the implementation of the provisions of the bill
and requires each school board to implement the provisions of
the bill by the beginning of the 2025-2026 school year. This
bill incorporates SB 387 and is identical to HB 732.

Patron - Pillion

Failed

— HBlO High school graduation requirements;
passing score on select questions from the U.S. Naturaliza-
tion Test. Requires the Board of Education, in establishing
high school graduation requirements, to require, except in the
case of a high school student whose individualized education
program indicates otherwise, each high school student to take
and correctly answer at least 70 percent of the questions on a
test composed of at least 50 but not more than 60 of the ques-
tions on the civics portion of the U.S. Naturalization Test in
order to graduate high school with a standard or advanced stud-
ies diploma, provided that such student may take such test at
any time during grades nine through 12 and as many times
during such period as necessary to achieve the minimum 70
percent passing score.

Patron - Ware

 HB13 High school graduation requirements;
passing score on select questions from U.S. Naturalization
Test. Requires the Board of Education, in establishing high
school graduation requirements, to require, except in the case
of a high school student whose individualized education pro-
gram indicates otherwise, each high school student to take and
correctly answer at least 70 percent of the questions on a test
composed of at least 25 but not more than 50 of the questions
on the civics portion of the U.S. Naturalization Test in order to
graduate high school with a standard or advanced studies
diploma, provided that such student may take such test at any
time during grades nine through 12 and as many times during
such period as necessary to achieve the minimum 70 percent
passing score.
Patron - Ware

— HB17 students who receive home instruction;
participation in interscholastic programs. Prohibits public
schools from joining an organization governing interscholastic
programs that does not deem eligible for participation a student
who (i) receives home instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evi-
dence of progress for two consecutive academic years; (iii) is
in compliance with immunization requirements; (iv) is entitled
to free tuition in a public school; (v) has not reached the age of
19 by August 1 of the current academic year; (vi) is an amateur

who receives no compensation but participates solely for the
educational, physical, mental, and social benefits of the activ-
ity; (vii) complies with all disciplinary rules and is subject to
all codes of conduct applicable to all public high school ath-
letes; and (viii) complies with all other rules governing awards,
all-star games, maximum consecutive semesters of high school
enrollment, parental consents, physical examinations, and
transfers applicable to all high school athletes. The bill pro-
vides that no local school board is required to establish a policy
to permit students who receive home instruction to participate
in interscholastic programs. The bill permits reasonable fees to
be charged to students who receive home instruction to cover
the costs of participation in such interscholastic programs,
including the costs of additional insurance, uniforms, and
equipment. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2029.
Patron - Garrett

I HBB65 students who receive home instruction;
participation in interscholastic programs. Prohibits public
schools from joining an organization governing interscholastic
programs that does not deem eligible for participation a student
who (i) receives home instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evi-
dence of progress for two consecutive academic years; (iii) is
in compliance with immunization requirements; (iv) is a per-
son of school age for whom public school is free; (v) has not
reached the age of 19 by August 1 of the current academic
year; (vi) is an amateur who receives no compensation but par-
ticipates solely for the educational, physical, mental, and social
benefits of the activity; (vii) complies with all disciplinary
rules and is subject to all codes of conduct applicable to all
public high school athletes; and (viii) complies with all other
rules governing awards, all-star games, maximum consecutive
semesters of high school enrollment, parental consents, physi-
cal examinations, and transfers applicable to all high school
athletes. The bill provides that no local school board is
required to establish a policy to permit students who receive
home instruction to participate in interscholastic programs. The
bill permits reasonable fees to be charged to students who
receive home instruction to cover the costs of participation in
such interscholastic programs, including the costs of additional
insurance, uniforms, and equipment.

Patron - Campbell

F HB72 public schools; threat assessment teams;
duties; annual meeting with chief law-enforcement officer
of locality or a designee from the local law-enforcement
agency. Requires the threat assessment team established by the
division superintendent for each public elementary or second-
ary school to meet at least annually on school grounds with the
chief law-enforcement officer of the locality or a designee
from the local law-enforcement agency to determine potential
safety hazards or points of vulnerability on such grounds or in
the school building and to discuss and promote active shooter
prevention and natural disaster preparedness.

Patron - Green

 HBS83 Comprehensive community colleges and
school boards; dual enrollment agreements; parameters.
Requires dual enrollment agreements between comprehensive
community colleges and school boards to permit any student to
complete an associate degree, the Passport Program, or a one-
year Uniform Certificate of General Studies from a compre-
hensive community college concurrent with a high school
diploma or high school equivalency program. Current law
requires such agreements to specify options for students to
complete an associate degree, the Passport Program, or a one-
year Uniform Certificate of General Studies from a compre-
hensive community college concurrent with a high school
diploma.
Patron - Scott, P.A.
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 HB146 Early childhood care and education;
publicly funded providers; exemption from licensure for
certain child day programs. Excepts military child care fee
assistance or any child care subsidy paid by a branch of the
Armed Forces of the United States from the federal funds that
would otherwise render a child day program as a "publicly
funded provider,” as that term is defined and used in relevant
law relating to early childhood care and education. The bill
also exempts from licensure by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day program that (i) serves only depen-
dent children of military personnel and (ii) (a) is located on a
military base or federal property or (b) is certified as a family
child care provider by a branch of the Armed Forces of the
United States and provides that any branch of the Armed
Forces of the United States or its agent, including an installa-
tion commander of a military base on which a child day pro-
gram is located, may assume responsibility for approving or
determining which children may be served by the program that
is so exempted from licensure. This bill was incorporated into
HB 739.
Patron - Tata

 HB166 Department of Education; guidance
and resources; composting programs in local school divi-
sions. Requires the Department of Education to develop, post
in a publicly accessible format and location on its website, and
make available to any school board, upon request, guidance
and resources relating to the establishment of local experiential
learning programs on the composting of organic material,
including food waste, for sustainable purposes such as horticul-
ture or micro-farming, including guidance and resources on
available grants and other sources of funding for such pro-
grams.
Patron - Keys-Gamarra

F HB222 chid day centers operated by religious
institutions; exemption from licensure by Superintendent
of Public Instruction. Exempts fully from the statutory
requirement to be licensed by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day center that is operated or conducted
under the auspices of a religious institution that (i) has tax
exempt status as a nonprofit religious institution in accordance
with 8 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as
amended, or (ii) owns and exclusively occupies real property
that is exempt from local taxation. Under current law, such
child day centers are exempt from licensure but are still subject
to several enumerated requirements. The bill, however, pre-
serves the requirement for such child day centers to conduct
background checks for employees and volunteers and prohibits
the employment or service at such child day centers of any
such individual who has been convicted of any barrier crime as
defined in relevant law or who is the subject of a founded com-
plaint of child abuse or neglect.

Patron - Orrock

F HB271 pubiic secondary schools; naloxone pro-
curement, possession, and administration; school board
employee training and certification; opioid overdose pre-
vention and reversal instruction; guidelines and require-
ments. Requires each local school board to develop, in
accordance with the guidelines developed by the Department
of Health in collaboration with the Department of Education,
plans and policies for each secondary school that includes
grades nine through 12 relating to opioid overdose prevention
and reversal, including: (i) the procurement, storage, and main-
tenance of at least two unexpired doses of naloxone at each
such secondary school; (ii) the possession and administration
of naloxone by school board employees authorized to and
trained and certified in the administration of naloxone and the

employment of at least one such school board employee at
each such secondary school; and (iii) the development and
implementation of an opioid overdose prevention and reversal
program of instruction to be completed by each student as a
part of the high school graduation requirements.

The bill also requires each local school board to place at least
two doses of naloxone in every public secondary school that
includes grades nine through 12 in the local school division
and to provide replacement doses as necessary. The bill
requires each such secondary school to, pursuant to the policies
developed by the Department of Health and the Department of
Education, (a) ensure that at least one faculty or staff member
is authorized to and trained and certified in the administration
of naloxone and (b) provide an opioid overdose prevention and
reversal program of instruction to be completed by each stu-
dent as a high school graduation requirement.

In addition, the bill modifies the school board employees who
are authorized to administer naloxone or other opioid antago-
nists to include any school board employee who has completed
training and is certified in the administration of naloxone by an
organization authorized by DBHDS to provide such training
and certification. Current law limits such authorization to
school nurses or school board employees contracted by a
school board to provide school health services.

Finally, the bill directs the Department of Health and the
Department of Education to collaborate to develop guidelines
and policies for the implementation of the provisions of the bill
and for the Department of Education to submit such guidelines
to the House Committee on Appropriations, the House Com-
mittee on Education, the Senate Committee on Education and
Health, and the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropria-
tions by January 1, 2025. The bill requires such guidelines and
policies to be implemented by each school board by the begin-
ning of the 2026-2027 school year.

Patron - Reid

I HB284 Board of Education; criteria for initial
renewable teacher licensure for certain individuals.
Requires the Board of Education to issue an initial renewable
license as a teacher to any applicant who (i) is enrolled in an
accredited education preparation program at an institution of
higher education in the Commonwealth; (ii) is recommended
for such licensure by the dean of such education preparation
program; (iii) has attempted, unsuccessfully, to obtain a quali-
fying score on the communication and literacy assessment pre-
scribed by the Board; (iv) meets all other requirements for such
license; and (v) meets any other criteria for the issuance of
such license in such circumstances as may be established by
the Board of Education.

Patron - Thomas

 HB365 Department of Education and Depart-
ment of Workforce Development and Advancement; work
group; regional workforce development and child care ini-
tiative in Southwest Virginia; report. Requires the Depart-
ment of Education and the Department of Workforce
Development and Advancement to jointly establish and
appoint such members as such departments deem appropriate
to a work group to monitor the implementation of the regional
workforce development and child care initiative being imple-
mented by the United Way of Southwest Virginia, the Well-
spring Foundation of Southwest Virginia, Food City, and the
Town of Abingdon in Abingdon and in four other locations
throughout the surrounding region. The bill requires such work
group to monitor the extent to which such initiative achieves its
stated goals, including in the areas of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education, teacher
training, and access to child care, and to report its findings and
any associated recommendations for the replication of such ini-
tiative in other regions of the Commonwealth to the Chairmen
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of the House Committee on Commerce and Energy, the House
Committee on Education, the House Committee on General
Laws, the Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor, the
Senate Committee on Education and Health, and the Senate
Committee on General Laws and Technology no later than
November 1, 2025.

Patron - Martinez

I HBA411 students who receive home instruction;
participation in interscholastic and intramural extracurric-
ular programs. Prohibits public schools from joining an orga-
nization governing interscholastic programs that does not deem
eligible for participation a student who (i) receives home
instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evidence of progress for two
consecutive academic years; (iii) is in compliance with immu-
nization requirements; (iv) is entitled to free tuition in a public
school; (v) has not reached the age of 19 by August 1 of the
current academic year; (vi) is an amateur who receives no com-
pensation but participates solely for the educational, physical,
mental, and social benefits of the activity; (vii) complies with
all disciplinary rules and is subject to all codes of conduct
applicable to all public high school athletes; and (viii) complies
with all other rules governing awards, all-star games, maxi-
mum consecutive semesters of high school enrollment, paren-
tal consents, physical examinations, and transfers applicable to
all high school athletes. The bill provides that no local school
board is required to establish a policy to permit students who
receive home instruction to participate in interscholastic pro-
grams. The bill permits reasonable fees to be charged to stu-
dents who receive home instruction to cover the costs of
participation in such interscholastic programs, including the
costs of additional insurance, uniforms, and equipment. The
bill also requires each school board to adopt a policy to permit
any student who receives home instruction and who resides in
the local school division to participate in any intramural extra-
curricular program that is offered to public school students in
the same grade level, subject to any reasonable conditions that
the school board may establish for such participation such as
conditions relating to fees, prerequisites, or space availability.
Patron - Griffin

F HBA475 chid care; background checks. Allows
applicants for employment and applicants to serve as volun-
teers to work in certain child day centers, family day homes,
and family day systems pending the results of a full back-
ground check, provided that (i) the applicant has received qual-
ifying results on a fingerprint-based background check through
the Central Criminal Records Exchange or the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and (ii) the applicant is supervised at all times
by a person who received a qualifying result on a full back-
ground check within the past five years.

Patron - Coyner

 HBA495 Board of Education; Standards of
Quality; Standards of School Safety. Requires the Board of
Education, in collaboration with the Virginia Center for School
and Campus Safety and such other stakeholders as it deems
appropriate, to establish pursuant to regulation the Standards of
School Safety for the purpose of assessing school safety in
each local school division in the Commonwealth and each
school building therein based on such objective, quantifiable
measures of safety as the Board deems appropriate. The bill
requires the Board to incorporate compliance with the Stan-
dards of School Safety as a school and school division account-
ability measure for the purposes of the Standards of
Accreditation.
Patron - Garrett

F— HB497 pubiic secondary schools; naloxone pro-
curement, possession, and administration; school board

employee training and certification; opioid overdose pre-
vention and reversal training program; guidelines and
requirements. Requires each local school board to develop, in
accordance with the guidelines developed by the Department
of Health in collaboration with the Department of Education,
plans and policies for each secondary school relating to opioid
overdose prevention and reversal, including: (i) the procure-
ment, storage, and maintenance of at least two unexpired doses
of naloxone at each such secondary school; (ii) the possession
and administration of naloxone by school board employees;
(iii) the requirement that each faculty and staff member
employed at each secondary school complete training and cer-
tification in the administration of naloxone; (iv) the develop-
ment and implementation of an opioid overdose prevention and
reversal training program to be completed by each secondary
school student by grade 10; and (v) the provision of disci-
plinary immunity for a student who, on school grounds and
during regular school hours, has been found in possession of
naloxone or has administered naloxone in the event of a life-
threatening opioid overdose, provided that such student has
completed the opioid overdose prevention and reversal training
program and is 16 years of age or older.

The bill contains provisions requiring each local school board
and each secondary school to implement the applicable provi-
sions of the bill. The bill also modifies the individuals who are
authorized to administer naloxone or other opioid antagonists
to include any school board employee who has completed
training and is certified in the administration of naloxone by an
organization authorized by DBHDS to provide such training
and certification and to include any student enrolled at a public
secondary school who has completed and received certification
through the opioid overdose prevention and reversal training
program and is 16 years of age or older. Current law limits
such authorization to school nurses or school board employees
contracted by a school board to provide school health services.

Finally, the bill directs the Department of Health and the
Department of Education to collaborate to develop guidelines
and policies for the implementation of the provisions of the bill
and for the Department of Education to submit such guidelines
to the House Committee on Appropriations, the House Com-
mittee on Education, the Senate Committee on Education and
Health, and the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropria-
tions by January 1, 2025. The bill requires such guidelines and
policies to be implemented by each school board by the begin-
ning of the 2025-2026 school year.

Patron - Cohen

I HB506 Teachers for Tomorrow Grant Pro-
gram established. Requires the Department of Education,
with such funds as may be appropriate for such purpose pursu-
ant to the general appropriation act, to establish and administer
the Teachers for Tomorrow Grant Program whereby any
school board may apply for a grant in an amount up to
$250,000, to be awarded on a competitive basis, with which to
expose and attract high school students in the local school divi-
sion to careers in teaching through curricula, courses, and
hands-on experiential learning opportunities, which may
include early opportunities to earn course credit at an institu-
tion of higher education or take and pass assessments required
for licensure as a teacher in the Commonwealth.

Patron - Cohen

I HBS507 careersin Law Enforcement Incentive
Grant Program established. Requires the Department of
Education, with such funds as may be appropriated for such
purpose pursuant to the general appropriation act, to establish
and administer the Careers in Law Enforcement Incentive
Grant Program whereby any school board may apply for a
grant in an amount up to $250,000, to be awarded on a compet-
itive basis, with which to offer courses relating to criminal jus-
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tice or law enforcement in at least one public high school in the
local school division.

Patron - Cohen

F HB547 internet Safety Advisory Council;
school boards; Internet safety education program. Extends
from July 1, 2024, to July 1, 2025, the sunset date for the Inter-
net Safety Advisory Council. The bill requires each school
board to adopt policies requiring all elementary and secondary
schools in the local school division to provide an Internet
safety education program to each student in grades three
through 12 at least once each school year.

Patron - Walker

 HB618 Department of Education; review phys-
ical accessibility challenges in public schools; report.
Requires the Department of Education, in consultation with
each school board, the Virginia Board for People with Disabili-
ties, and such other stakeholders as it deems appropriate, to
review the extent to which (i) public elementary and secondary
school buildings and grounds in the Commonwealth present
physical accessibility challenges and barriers for individuals
with disabilities, including challenges and barriers that may
prevent such individuals from fully participating in school
activities; (ii) such schools have begun or plan to address and
eliminate such challenges and barriers; and (iii) state agencies
can assist such schools to address and eliminate such chal-
lenges and barriers and fully comply with all applicable state
and federal laws. The bill requires the Department of Educa-
tion to report its findings and any associated recommendations
to the Board, the Governor, the General Assembly, and each
local school board no later than November 1, 2024.
Patron - Price

I HB654 Board of Education; creation and main-
tenance of Virginia Parent Data Portal. Requires the Board
of Education, on or before July 1, 2025, to create and maintain
the Virginia Parent Data Portal that, among other things, (i)
displays individualized student assessment data on all state-
supported assessments, defined in the bill, (a) in a format that
shows both current and cumulative data over time and (b)
within 45 days of a state-supported assessment window closing
for each state-supported assessment; (ii) provides (a) a descrip-
tion of the purpose of each state-supported assessment, (b) an
explanation of how to interpret student data on each state-sup-
ported assessment, (c) a comparison of a student's performance
on each state-supported assessment with the performance of
the student's school, the student's school division, and the
Commonwealth, and (d) guidance to support parents in under-
standing and addressing the specific academic needs of their
students; (iii) is viewable from a mobile device in addition to a
desktop computer; (iv) leverages existing school division user
management to restrict user access to students and their par-
ents; and (v) is compatible with each local school division's
existing student information system to enable direct integration
of state-supported assessment data into local school division
parent portals.

The bill requires the Board and the Department of Education to
develop professional development for principals and teachers
in encouraging and supporting parents to engage with, inter-
pret, and use student assessment data available through the
Portal to support their student's learning and requires each
school board to annually provide such professional develop-
ment to principals and teachers.

Patron - Coyner

I HB659 Board of Education; open school enroll-
ment policies; guidance on best practices. Requires the
Board of Education to develop and make available to each

school board guidance on best practices relating to open school
enrollment, including on several topics enumerated in the bill.
Patron - Ballard

— HB663 school Divisions of Innovation; regula-
tory exemptions; clock hours of instruction. Requires the
Board of Education's regulations relating to the designation of
School Divisions of Innovation to require the local school
board in the local school division so designated to be
exempted, pursuant to a plan of innovation, from the regulatory
requirement for a student to successfully complete 140 clock
hours of instruction in order to earn a standard or verified unit
of credit. This bill was incorporated into HB 1477.

Patron - Tata

 HB667 Virginia Education Success Account
Program established. Permits the parents of qualified stu-
dents, defined in the bill, to apply for a one-year, renewable
Virginia Education Success Account that consists of an amount
that is equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable
annual Standards of Quality per pupil state funds appropriated
for public school purposes and apportioned to the school divi-
sion in which the qualified student resides, including the per
pupil share of state sales tax funding in basic aid and any per
pupil share of state special education funding for which the
qualified student is eligible. The bill permits the parent of the
qualified student to use the moneys in such account for certain
qualified expenses of the qualified student, including tuition,
deposits, fees, and required textbooks at a private elementary
school or secondary school that is located in the Common-
wealth. The bill also contains provisions relating to program
and account administration by the Department of the Treasury
and a third party that serves as program administrator pursuant
to a contract with the Department of the Treasury.
Patron - Freitas

 HB669 Dangers and victims of communism;
recognition; Standards of Learning and programs of
instruction. Requires the Governor to annually issue a procla-
mation setting the seventh day of November as Victims of
Communism Day and requiring such day to be suitably
observed in each public elementary and secondary school in
the Commonwealth as a day honoring the approximately 100
million individuals who have fallen victim to communist
regimes around the world and to be suitably observed by a pub-
lic exercise in the Capitol and elsewhere as the Governor may
designate in such proclamation. The bill also requires the
Board of Education to include in the history and social science
Standards of Learning in grades six through 12 and each school
board to emphasize in its Standards-aligned program of
instruction in grades six through 12 the study of the dangers of
communism.
Patron - Freitas

 HB670 Sage's Law; minor students experienc-
ing gender incongruence; parental notification of certain
expressions and requests and parental permission for cer-
tain plans required; parental care. Requires each public ele-
mentary or secondary school principal or his designee to (i) as
soon as practicable, inform at least one parent of a minor stu-
dent enrolled in such school if such minor (a) expresses to any
individual who is employed in such school that such minor is
experiencing gender incongruence, as defined in the bill, or (b)
requests that any such employee participate in social affirma-
tion of such minor's gender incongruence or the transition of
such minor to a sex or gender different from the minor's bio-
logical sex while at school and (ii) request and receive permis-
sion from at least one parent of a minor student enrolled at such
school prior to the implementation at such school of any plan
concerning any gender incongruence experienced by such


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB547
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB618
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB654
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB659
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB663
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB667
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB669
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB670

2024 Session Summary

Education

minor, including any counseling of such minor at school. Any
such plan shall include provision for parental participation to
the extent requested by the parent. The bill also clarifies, in the
definition of the term "abused or neglected child," that in no
event shall referring to and raising the child in a manner con-
sistent with the child's biological sex, including related mental
health or medical decisions, be considered abuse or neglect.
Patron - Freitas

F HB686 school meals; availability at no cost to
students. Provides that each school board shall require each
public elementary and secondary school in the local school
division to participate in the federal National School Lunch
Program and the federal School Breakfast Program adminis-
tered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture or in the Commu-
nity Eligibility Provision (CEP) as provided in relevant law, if
applicable, and to make lunch and breakfast available to any
student who requests such a meal at no cost to the student,
unless the student's parent has provided written permission to
the school board to withhold such a meal from the student. The
bill also requires the Department of Education to reimburse
each public elementary and secondary school for each school
breakfast and lunch served to a student, with a maximum of
one breakfast and one lunch per student per school day, and
provides the formula for determining the state reimbursement
rate for such meals. The bill contains provisions directing each
school board to adopt policies and procedures aimed at maxi-
mizing access to federal funds available for the cost of partici-
pating in school breakfast and lunch programs and maximizing
determinations of student eligibility for federal free or reduced
cost meal reimbursements rates and participation in CEP. The
bill also lowers the minimum identified student percentage for
a school to be eligible to participate in CEP from 40 to 25 per-
cent in accordance with the updated federal CEP regulations (7
C.F.R. §; 245.9(f)(3)(i)). The bill also requires the Secretary of
Education, in coordination with the Secretary of Finance, to
convene a stakeholder work group to study and make recom-
mendations on ways to avoid or mitigate the impact of offering
statewide free school breakfast and lunches on other state-
funded programs and to submit a report on such findings and
recommendations by January 15, 2025, to the Senate Commit-
tee on Education and Health and the House Committee on Edu-
cation. The bill also repeals provisions of law relating to the
federal School Breakfast Program and to school meal debt that
are rendered obsolete by the provisions of the bill.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

I HB 702 public school funds; state share for
basic aid; basic aid and supplemental basic aid payment
limit. Removes the cap on an adjustment of the state share of
aid provided to a school division, which limited such adjust-
ment to the sum of the basic aid payment and any supplemental
basic aid payment appropriated to such locality by the 2007
Session of the General Assembly.

Patron - Webert

 HB706 public secondary schools; public insti-
tutions of higher education; Internet safety education
required; report. Requires the Board of Education to develop
and approve objectives for Internet safety education at the mid-
dle and high school grade levels to be required of all students
in grades six through 12, and to provide for the infusion of
such objectives in the relevant Standards of Learning and in
career and technical education. The bill also requires the
Board, in consultation with the Internet Safety Advisory Coun-
cil or another appropriate entity, to develop a model curriculum
for such Internet safety education. The bill requires each public
secondary school to provide instruction on Internet safety edu-
cation in accordance with the educational objectives and model
curriculum developed by the Board. The bill also requires each

public institution of higher education to provide instruction on
the principles of Internet safety as a part of an existing general
education course, a first-year orientation program, or another
appropriate program or course and directs the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia to encourage private institutions
of higher education to provide instruction on the principles of
Internet safety.

Patron - Webert

- HB708 National Teacher Certification Incen-
tive Reward Program and Fund; eligibility; incentive grant
awards. Renames the National Teacher Certification Incentive
Reward Program and Fund as the National Board Certification
Incentive Reward Program and Fund, expands eligibility for
incentive grant awards from such Fund pursuant to such Pro-
gram from solely teachers who have obtained national certifi-
cation from the National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards to (i) all public school staff who are candidates for
initial national certification or maintenance of national certifi-
cation to cover certain costs of obtaining or maintaining such
certification and (ii) all public school staff who have success-
fully obtained or maintained such certification. The bill also
declares as eligible for an annual incentive grant award in the
amount of $7,500 all public school staff who have obtained or
maintained such certification. Current law declares as eligible
for an annual incentive grant award of $5,000 in the first year
and $2,500 in each subsequent year all teachers who have
obtained or maintained such certification.

Patron - Maldonado

F HB757 Board of Education; model policies on
parental review of instructional material; local adoption.
Requires the Board of Education to adopt and distribute to each
school board model policies requiring any instructional mate-
rial used in any public elementary or secondary school in the
Commonwealth to be open for inspection during normal busi-
ness hours by the parents of students enrolled in the relevant
public school, regardless of the copyright status of any such
material. The bill requires each school board to adopt policies
that are consistent with such model policies adopted by the
Board.

Patron - Walker

I HB761 public school funding; certain calcula-
tions; certain support services positions; programs for at-
risk students. Places several parameters on Standards of Qual-
ity funding calculations performed by the Department of Edu-
cation, including (i) requiring the Department, when
calculating the cost of salaries under the Standards of Quality
funding formula, to include facilities staff and transportation
staff salaries in the calculation of any cost of competing adjust-
ment to salaries for instructional and support positions that is
provided as part of the state share of basic aid pursuant to the
general appropriation act; (ii) requiring the Department, when
estimating the cost of any compensation supplement for
instructional and support positions under the Standards of
Quality funding formula, to include and estimate the cost of
such a compensation supplement for facilities staff; and (iii)
prohibiting the Department from applying any cap on inflation
rate adjustments to non-personal cost categories during the
biennial process of rebenchmarking the direct aid to public
education budget. The bill also amends Standard of Quality 2
by (a) including in the definition of "support services position"
any central office clerical position that is not otherwise set
forth in such definition and (b) establishing the At-Risk Pro-
gram, defined in the bill as any state funding provided for pro-
grams of prevention, intervention, or remediation or pursuant
to the at-risk add-on, the statewide voluntary pupil/teacher
ratio and class size reduction program, or the Standards of
Learning Algebra Readiness Initiative for the purpose of sup-
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porting programs for students who are educationally at risk.
The bill requires (1) the determination of the amount of state
funding for which a school division is eligible pursuant to such
At-Risk Program to be based on the school division's identified
student percentage, defined in the bill as the fraction, expressed
as a percentage, that results from dividing the number of iden-
tified students enrolled in a school division by the total number
of students enrolled in such school division weighted by the
factor between 1.2 and 1.6 that is set forth in the general appro-
priation act, and (2) such funding to be distributed as follows:
60 percent on a flat per-student rate and 40 percent on a vari-
able rate set out in the general appropriation act based on the
concentration of poverty in the school division.

Patron - Delaney

F HB767 public elementary and secondary
schools; compulsory attendance policies and procedures;
educational neglect defined. Revises the policies and proce-
dures relating to addressing the nonattendance or nonenroll-
ment of a child subject to compulsory education requirements
by expanding the definition of "abused or neglected child" to
include educational neglect and, therefore, requiring any
teacher, attendance officer, or other person employed by such
child's school, to report such neglect to the appropriate author-
ity in accordance with pertinent law. The bill defines "educa-
tional neglect™ as the failure or refusal to provide necessary
education for a child who is subject to compulsory attendance
in accordance with relevant law and is enrolled in a public
school and has missed 10 percent or more of the academic
year, including by (i) causing or allowing the child to become
chronically absent, defined as any student who has missed 10
percent or more of the academic year for any reason, including
excused and unexcused absences, or (ii) failing or refusing to
enroll a child in any school who is not otherwise exempt from
school attendance if (a) such failure or refusal to enroll contin-
ues after the school notifies and institutes proceedings against
the parent and (b) the time elapsed between the institution of
proceedings and the continued noncompliance to date exceeds
10 percent of the academic year.

Patron - O'Quinn

 HB825 public school funding; At-Risk Pro-
gram established. Establishes the At-Risk Program for the
purpose of supporting programs and services for students who
are educationally at risk, including prevention, intervention, or
remediation activities required pursuant to Standard 1 (§; 22.1-
253.13:1); teacher recruitment programs and incentives; Drop-
out Prevention; community and school-based truancy officer
programs; Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID); Project Discovery; programs for English language
learners; the hiring of additional school counselors, testing
coordinators, and licensed behavior analysts; and programs
relating to increasing the success of disadvantaged students in
completing a high school degree and providing opportunities to
encourage further education and training and requires a portion
of the state funding provided for such At-Risk Program to be
allocated to school divisions on a flat per-student percentage
rate set out in the general appropriation act and a portion of
such funding to be allocated to school divisions on a variable
rate set out in the general appropriation act based on the con-
centration of poverty in the school division.
Patron - Cousins

I HBB828 public school staffing ratios; teachers;
English language learner students. Requires state funding to
be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act to sup-
port divisionwide ratios of English language learner students in
average daily membership to full-time equivalent teaching
positions as follows: (i) for each English language learner iden-
tified as proficiency level one, one position per 25 students; (ii)

for each English language learner identified as proficiency
level two, one position per 30 students; (iii) for each English
language learner identified as proficiency level three, one posi-
tion per 40 students; and (iv) for all other English language
learners, one position per 50 students. Current law requires
state funding to be provided pursuant to the general appropria-
tion act to support one such teaching position per 50 English
language learner students, regardless of the identified English
proficiency level of such students.

Patron - Cousins

 HBS853 Department of Education; uniform sys-
tem of discipline for disruptive student behavior. Requires
the Department of Education to establish, within its regulations
governing student conduct, and each school board to adhere to,
a uniform system of discipline for disruptive behavior and the
removal of a student from a class that includes, among other
things, (i) criteria for teachers to remove disruptive students
from their classes, including a requirement for a teacher to
remove a disruptive student from a class if the disruptive
behavior is violent and a requirement to implement a three-
strike system for nonviolent disruptive behavior whereby a
teacher is required to remove a student from a class if the stu-
dent repeats or continues the nonviolent disruptive behavior
after the teacher provides two warnings to the student; (ii) a
prohibition against holding a teacher liable for taking reason-
able actions or utilizing reasonable methods to control a physi-
cally disruptive or violently disruptive student; and (iii)
appropriate exceptions and modifications for children with dis-
abilities based on the unique needs of each such student.
Patron - Obenshain

F HB929 public high school students; civics
benchmark assessment. Requires the Board of Education to
develop and make available to each school board a civics
benchmark assessment and requires each school board to
require each public high school student enrolled in the local
school division, except in the case of a public high school stu-
dent whose individualized education program indicates other-
wise, to take such assessment at least once during grades nine
through 12. The bill requires the Board to annually report to
the Governor and the General Assembly the state-level and
school division-level student results on such benchmark
assessment in order to aid decision-making regarding any pol-
icy changes that may be necessary to improve student learning
in civics.

Patron - Shin

 HBO931 rpublic high school students; economics
education and financial literacy; benchmark assessment.
Requires the Board of Education to develop and make avail-
able to each school board an economics education and finan-
cial literacy benchmark assessment and requires each school
board to require each public high school student enrolled in the
local school division, except in the case of a public high school
student whose individualized education program indicates oth-
erwise, to take such assessment at least once during grades
nine through 12. The bill requires the Board to annually report
to the Governor and the General Assembly the state-level and
school division-level student results on such benchmark
assessment in order to aid decision-making regarding any pol-
icy changes that may be necessary to improve student learning
in the relevant subject matter areas.
Patron - Shin

 HB936 Ppublic school buildings; indoor air
quality standards. Establishes several enumerated require-
ments for school boards to ensure indoor air quality in each
public school building in the local school division, including
(i) identifying a designated individual to oversee the establish-
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ment of and adherence to a preventive maintenance schedule
for the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) sys-
tem in each such building and the implementation of the use of
general or local exhaust ventilation in areas of each such build-
ing where housekeeping and maintenance activities involve the
use of equipment or products that could reasonably be
expected to result in hazardous chemical or particulate expo-
sures, among other things; (ii) controlling microbial and fungal
contamination in each such building by promptly repairing
water intrusion that can promote microbial or fungal growth;
(iii) ensuring indoor air quality during renovation and remodel-
ing or new construction in various ways; and (iv) keeping
school building system maintenance records. The bill also
requires the Department of Education to establish and adminis-
ter a school board employee complaint and resolution process
relating to indoor air quality in public school buildings.

Patron - LeVere Bolling

 HB963 Department of Education; survey;
excess food donation; best practices. Requires the Depart-
ment of Education to survey each school board to determine (i)
whether it has an existing policy or practice relating to the
donation of excess food, as that term is defined in relevant law,
from public elementary or secondary schools in the local
school division to local food banks or shelters that serve meals
or otherwise provide food to individuals in need and (ii) if so,
how such policy or practice is implemented and the impact that
it has on the local community. The bill requires the Department
of Education, after completing such survey, to compile in a
guidance document or Superintendent's Memo and distribute to
each school board a list of resources and best practices on the
subject of excess food donation.
Patron - Earley

I HB979 school board duties; appointment and
employment of division superintendents; oversight.
Requires each school board to appoint, employ, and provide
oversight for a division superintendent and provides that noth-
ing in the Code of Virginia or the regulations of the Board of
Education shall be construed to prohibit the school board from
providing such oversight.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

 HB984 Early childhood care and education;
expansion of Head Start program availability at compre-
hensive community colleges; work group. Requires the
Department of Education and the Virginia Community College
System to convene a stakeholder work group to evaluate and
provide recommendations to the Chairmen of the Senate Com-
mittee on Education and Health and the House Committee on
Education by October 1, 2024, on expanding the availability of
Head Start programs at comprehensive community colleges.
Patron - Tran

 HB1007 Department of Education; develop-
ment and distribution of fentanyl education and awareness
informational one-sheet; requirements. Requires the Depart-
ment of Education to develop, in collaboration with the
Department of Health, a fentanyl education and awareness
informational one-sheet designed to promote awareness of the
dangers associated with and the prevalence of fentanyl and
provide essential information on fentanyl overdose prevention
and preparedness among high school-age students. The bill
requires the Department of Education to make available to
each school board and post in a publicly accessible location on
its website such informational one-sheet and to annually
review and update such informational one-sheet in collabora-
tion with the Department of Health to ensure its currency and
accuracy. The bill requires each public high school or second-
ary school that includes grades nine through 12 to annually dis-

tribute such informational one-sheet to each student in grades
nine through 12 within the first two weeks of the school year.
This bill was incorporated into HB 1473.

Patron - Lovejoy

 HB1009 High school graduation require-

ments; satisfaction of certain course credits with workforce
credentials; development and maintenance of list of
accepted credentials. Requires the Board of Education, in col-
laboration with the Virginia Community College System, to
develop and maintain a current, comprehensive, and uniform
list of industry-recognized workforce credentials that students
may take as a substitute for certain units of credit required for
graduation, including such credentials that are accepted as sub-
stitutes for (i) laboratory science credits or (ii) electives credits.
The bill provides that such list uniformly applies across each
local school division and that each school board is required to
accept as a substitute for a required credit any credential listed
as an accepted substitute for such required credit. The bill also
requires any College and Career Access Pathways Partnership
entered into between a school board and a comprehensive com-
munity college to specify, consistent with the list, industry-rec-
ognized credentials that are accepted as substitutes for certain
credits required for high school graduation. Finally, the bill
requires the Board, in establishing graduation requirements, to
permit any student to substitute (a) three standard units of
credit and one verified credit in laboratory science or (b) cred-
its for electives for completion of any industry-approved work-
force credential that is included on the list as an accepted
substitute for such credits. This bill was incorporated into HB
1345.

Patron - Lovejoy

 HB1020 High school family life education cur-
ricula; programs on crime of sexual extortion. Requires any
high school family life education curriculum offered by a local
school division to incorporate age-appropriate elements of
effective and evidence-based programs on the prevention of
the crime of sexual extortion.
Patron - Wilt

 HB1046 school boards; parental notification
of certain threats, behavior, and unlawful acts; panic
alarms. Requires, within four hours of receiving notification
of (i) a preliminary determination by the threat assessment
team that a student poses a threat of violence or physical harm
to self or others; (ii) threatening or aberrant behavior that may
represent a threat to the school; or (iii) unlawful acts commit-
ted on school property, on a school bus, or at a school-spon-
sored activity that involve the unlawful use or possession of a
weapon, homicide, criminal sexual assault, or trespassing, each
division superintendent to notify the parent of each student
enrolled in the relevant school of such threat, threatening or
aberrant behavior, or unlawful act. The bill requires each
school board to equip each public elementary and secondary
school building in the local school division with at least one
panic alarm that adheres to nationally recognized industry stan-
dards, including the standards of the National Fire Protection
Association and Underwriters Laboratories, and is installed by
a licensed and qualified professional. The bill defines "panic
alarm" as a silent security system by which the user manually
activates a device that sends a non-audible signal to the local
law-enforcement agency that indicates a school security emer-
gency, including a non-fire evacuation, lockdown, or active
shooter situation, that requires immediate response and assis-
tance from such agency.
Patron - Batten

 HB1048 school-connected overdoses; policies
relating to parental notification and response; require-
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ments. Requires each division superintendent or his designee
to notify the parent of each student in the local school division
of any school-connected overdose, defined as any verified
overdose that occurs on school premises during or after regular
school hours or during school-sanctioned activities whether on
or off school premises, within 24 hours of learning of the over-
dose and to include in such notification as much information as
is known about the circumstances surrounding the overdose.
The bill requires the Board of Education to establish guidelines
for school-connected overdose response and parental notifica-
tion policies, including (a) a model action plan for each school
board to follow in responding to the overdose, including com-
municating and coordinating with the Department of Education
and the local law-enforcement liaison or local law-enforcement
agency that employs the school resource officers for such
school division, and (b) criteria for issuing the parental notifi-
cation to ensure sensitivity to the privacy interests of any
affected individuals.

Patron - Batten

 HB1079 College partnership laboratory

schools; Early College Model Program established. Estab-
lishes the Early College Model Program whereby any public
institution of higher education may establish a college partner-
ship laboratory school in which each enrolled high school stu-
dent earns, at no cost to the student, an associate degree or a
bachelor's degree concurrently with a high school diploma.
Under the bill, provisions of existing law relating to the estab-
lishment of college partnership laboratory schools apply to
such schools established pursuant to the Program but with cer-
tain conditions and exceptions, including (i) requiring a college
partnership laboratory school established pursuant to the Pro-
gram to be administered and governed by the Department of
Education and (ii) prohibiting any enrolled student from being
charged tuition for the college courses in which the student is
dually enrolled and requiring the college partnership laboratory
school to receive the statewide average share of Standards of
Quality per pupil state funding, including the per pupil share of
state sales tax funding in basic aid, for each student enrolled in
such school to support the instruction of each such student in
the fall and spring semesters.

Patron - Coyner

|: HBlO81 Public schools; instructional time.

Makes several changes relating to student instructional time in
public elementary and secondary schools, including (i) defin-
ing "instructional hour" for the purpose of minimum annual
instructional hour requirements; (ii) establishing several provi-
sions and requirements relating to the enrollment of part-time
students in public elementary and secondary schools; (iii)
requiring the Board of Education to adopt rules for approving
alternative programs for which course credit may be granted
for the purpose of satisfying high school graduation require-
ments to any student who completes such course and masters
the course content by demonstrating at least 80 percent of the
competencies required by course standards, regardless of time,
place, or pace; and (iv) permitting school boards that govern
school divisions of innovation to adopt instructional time mod-
els that allow students to personalize the pace of learning and
accelerate their learning based on the mastery of course content
by demonstrating at least 80 percent of the competencies
required by course standards, regardless of time, place, or pace.
This bill was incorporated into HB 1477.

Patron - Coyner

F HB1094 Department of Education; school

boards; student online activity; data collection, monitoring,
and restrictions. Requires the Department of Education to
establish, and each school board to adhere to, (i) requirements
relating to the collection of data on student online activity and

the monitoring of student online activity by school boards and
school board employees, including requirements to disclose to
the parents of enrolled students what student online activity is
tracked and monitored on school or personal devices on school
property and what data on student online activity is being col-
lected on school or personal devices and (ii) a requirement to
set the most restrictive age-appropriate limits on student access
to social media platforms, YouTube and other video platforms,
and search engines and other search features on school devices
and permit the parents of each enrolled student to waive such
limits for their child by submitting a written request to the
school division. The bill also requires the Department to estab-
lish and distribute to each school board a template that each
such school board is required to use to (a) make certain disclo-
sures to the parents of enrolled students relating to student
online activity tracking or monitoring and the collection of data
on such activity and (b) permit the parents of each enrolled stu-
dent to opt their child out of any such tracking, monitoring, or
collection.

Patron - Oates

|: HBllZO K-12 schools and institutions of

higher education; student participation in women's sports;
civil cause of action. Requires each interscholastic, intercolle-
giate, intramural, or club athletic team or sport sponsored by a
public school, or any other school that is a member of the Vir-
ginia High School League, or by a public institution of higher
education to be expressly designated as one of the following
based on the biological sex of the students who participate on
the team or in the sport: (i) males, men, or boys; (ii) females,
women, or girls; or (iii) coed or mixed if participation on such
team or sport is open to both males and females. The hill pro-
hibits any such team or sport that is expressly designated for
females from being open to students whose biological sex is
male. The bill also provides that in the event of a dispute as to
the biological sex of any student seeking to participate on any
interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural, or club athletic team
or sport that is expressly designated for males or females, such
student may establish biological sex by presenting to the
school or institution a signed physician's statement that attests
to such student's biological sex based solely on (a) the student's
internal and external reproductive anatomy; (b) the student's
normal endogenously produced levels of testosterone; and (c)
an analysis of the student's genetic makeup.

The bill prohibits any government entity, licensing or accredit-
ing organization, or athletic association or organization from
entertaining a complaint, opening an investigation, or taking
any other adverse action against any such school or institution
of higher education based on a violation of the provisions of
the bill and creates a cause of action for any school or institu-
tion of higher education that suffers harm as a result of a viola-
tion of the bill. Finally, the bill creates a civil cause of action
for any student who suffers harm as a result of a knowing vio-
lation of a provision of the bill by a school or institution or as a
result of the student's reporting a violation of a provision of the
bill by a school, institution, athletic association, or organiza-
tion.

Patron - Oates

 HB1148 school boards; employment of coun-
sel. Clarifies that any school board, whether elected or
appointed, may employ the attorney for the Commonwealth or
other counsel to advise it concerning any legal matter or to rep-
resent it, any member thereof, or any school official in any
legal proceeding to which the school board, member, or official
may be a party when such proceeding is instituted by or against
it or against the member or official by virtue of his actions in
connection with his duties as such member or official.

Patron - Cordoza


http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1079
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1081
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1094
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1120
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1148

2024 Session Summary

Education

F HB1152 Teacher compensation; at or above
national average; various annual salary adjustments.
Requires that public school teachers be compensated at a rate
that is at or above the national average for each step or level on
a years of experience-based pay scale. Under current law, com-
pensation at such rate is aspirational, and such aspirational rate
is silent on compensation variations based on experience. The
foregoing provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2025. The bill also provides that (i) effective for the
2024-2025 school year, each teacher in each school division,
Academic Year Governor's School, and Regional Alternative
Education Program shall be awarded a cost-of-living compen-
sation adjustment in an amount or percentage to be determined
in the general appropriation act and (ii) effective beginning
with the 2025-2026 school year, state funding shall be pro-
vided pursuant to the general appropriation act in a sum suffi-
cient to fund a 12 percent annual increase for teacher salaries in
each school division, Academic Year Governor's School, and
Regional Alternative Education Program.

Patron - Cordoza

|: HB:|.164 Education Excellence for All Pro-

gram established. Permits the parents of qualified students,
defined in the bill, to apply for a one-year, renewable Educa-
tion Excellence for All Savings Account, defined in the bill,
that consists of an amount that is equivalent to a certain per-
centage of all applicable annual Standards of Quality per pupil
state funds appropriated for public school purposes and appor-
tioned to the school division in which the qualified student
resides, including the per pupil share of state sales tax funding
in basic aid and any per pupil share of state special education
funding for which the qualified student is eligible. The bill per-
mits the parent of the qualified student to use the moneys in
such account for certain qualified expenses of the qualified stu-
dent, including tuition, deposits, fees, and required textbooks at
a private elementary school or secondary school that is located
in the Commonwealth. The bill also contains provisions relat-
ing to program and account administration by the Department
of the Treasury and a third party that serves as program admin-
istrator pursuant to a contract with the Department.

Patron - Scott, P.A.

 HB1212 standards of Learning assessments;
virtual assessment administration; students with Individu-
alized Education Programs; conditions and availability.
Requires the Board of Education to offer virtual assessment
administration as an alternative method of Standards of Learn-
ing assessment administration for any student with an Individ-
ualized Education Program (IEP) who meets the criteria
established by the Board to demonstrate achievement of the
Standards of Learning. The bill provides that such virtual
assessment administration shall be available at the option of
such student and such student's parent subject to the final deter-
mination of such student's IEP team as to the virtual setting and
conditions appropriate for such student. The bill further per-
mits the Board to adopt policies providing for such virtual
assessment administration as an alternative for any student
who does not receive special education or does not have an
IEP, provided that such alternative is equally available to any
such student subject to through-year growth assessment
requirements. Finally, the bill requires the Board to develop
guidance to implement the provisions of the bill by January 1,
2025.
Patron - Scott, P.A.

 HB1216 Employee Child Care Assistance Pilot
Program. Establishes the Employee Child Care Assistance
Pilot Program (the Program) to provide matching funds to
employers in order to incentivize employers to contribute to

the child care costs of their employees. The Program shall be
administered by the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (the
Foundation). To participate in the Program, an employer shall
agree to make child care contributions to the eligible mixed-
delivery provider on behalf of the employee and shall provide
any other information deemed necessary by the Foundation. To
the extent funds are available, the Foundation shall issue a state
match directly to such eligible mixed-delivery provider or to a
third-party administrator. Program funds shall be awarded on a
first-come, first-served basis; however, the Foundation is
encouraged to prioritize awards to small businesses.

Patron - McClure

 HB1218 public schools; guidelines and policies
regarding school-connected overdoses; parental notifica-
tion; response and prevention. Directs the Board of Educa-
tion to develop and distribute to each local school board
guidelines on policies and procedures relating to school-con-
nected overdose response and prevention. The bill requires
each school board to notify the parent of each student in the
local school division of any school-connected overdose within
24 hours of such overdose occurring and permits each school
board to provide such notification through telephone, email, or
other methods of notification, provided that such method of
notification is consistent with the guidelines developed by the
Board. Finally, the bill directs each school board to fully imple-
ment the provisions of the bill by the 2024-2025 school year.

Patron - Higgins

|: HB].219 School boards; school resource offi-

cers; employment; participation in development and
review of school crisis, emergency management, and medi-
cal emergency response plans. Requires each school board to
(i) seek, to the maximum extent practicable, to employ school
resource officers in each public elementary and secondary
school in the local school division in accordance with the
memorandum of understanding entered into with the local law-
enforcement agency and (ii) include school resource officers
employed in the local school division in the development and
annual review of its written school crisis, emergency manage-
ment, and medical emergency response plan.

Patron - Higgins

 HB1229 Elementary and secondary schools
and institutions of higher education; student participation
in sports; access to restrooms and changing rooms.
Requires each interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural, or
club athletic team or sport sponsored by a public school, or any
other school that is a member of the Virginia High School
League, or by a public institution of higher education to be
expressly designated as one of the following based on biologi-
cal sex: (i) males, men, or boys; (ii) females, women, or girls;
or (iii) coed or mixed if participation on such team or sport is
open to both males, men, or boys and females, women, or girls.
The bill prohibits any such team or sport that is expressly des-
ignated for females, women, or girls from being open to stu-
dents whose biological sex is male. The bill creates a civil
cause of action for any student that suffers harm as a result of a
knowing violation of a provision of the bill by a school or insti-
tution or as a result of the student's reporting a violation of a
provision of the bill by a school, institution, athletic associa-
tion, or organization. The bill also limits access to any
restroom or changing room that is capable of being accessed by
more than one individual at one time in any public elementary
or secondary school building or building owned or controlled
by any public institution of higher education exclusively to
individuals of the same biological sex.

Patron - Higgins
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F HB1230 certain school board employees; pos-
session of firearms on school property. Permits any school
board to authorize any school board employee to possess a fire-
arm on school property, in addition to those individuals
expressly authorized to possess such a firearm as otherwise
provided in statute, provided that any school board employee
so authorized by the school board receives advanced firearms
training in accordance with criteria established by the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services. The bill requires the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services to develop and distribute to
each local school board such criteria no later than August 1,
2024,

Patron - Zehr

 HB1260 Ppublic elementary and secondary

school students; parents' bill of rights established. Estab-
lishes, consistent with § 1-240.1 of the Code of Virginia, sev-
eral enumerated rights for the parents of each public
elementary or secondary school student in the Commonwealth,
including the right to review any books, curricula, or instruc-
tional materials being taught or made available to their child
and the right to be notified of any situation that directly affects
their child's safety at school.

Patron - Higgins

I HB1283 students with individualized educa-
tion programs or Section 504 Plans; emergency protocol
and guide. Requires a protocol for individualized accommoda-
tions and supports during emergency situations at school and a
step-by-step guide on how to execute such protocol to be
included in each individualized education program imple-
mented for a public school student with a disability in accor-
dance with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act and in each Section 504 Plan implemented for a public
school student in accordance with § 504 of the federal Rehabil-
itation Act of 1973 and provided to all of such student's teach-
ers for implementation.

Patron - Willett

F HB1296 Virginia Education Success Account
Program established. Establishes the Virginia Education Suc-
cess Account Program whereby the parents of qualified stu-
dents, defined in the bill, who reside in school divisions in
which the school board has, by majority vote, affirmed its par-
ticipation in the program, may apply for a one-year, renewable
Virginia Education Success Account that consists of an amount
that is equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable
annual Standards of Quality per pupil state funds appropriated
for public school purposes and apportioned to the school divi-
sion in which the qualified student resides, including the per
pupil share of state sales tax funding in basic aid and any per
pupil share of state special education funding for which the
qualified student is eligible. The bill permits the parent of the
qualified student to use the moneys in such account for certain
qualified expenses of the qualified student, including tuition,
deposits, fees, and required textbooks at a private elementary
school or secondary school that is located in the Common-
wealth. The bill also contains provisions relating to program
and account administration by the Department of the Treasury
and a third party that serves as program administrator pursuant
to a contract with the Department of the Treasury.

Patron - Griffin

 HB1326 Nationally Certified School Psycholo-
gist Program established; incorporation into National
Teacher Certification Incentive Reward Program Fund.
Establishes the Nationally Certified School Psychologist Pro-
gram, incorporates such program into the existing National
Teacher Certification Incentive Reward Program Fund and

renames such fund as the National Teacher Certification Incen-
tive Reward Program and Nationally Certified School Psychol-
ogist Program Fund, and permits such fund to be used to award
incentive grants to school psychologists employed in the public
schools of the Commonwealth obtaining national certification
from the National Association of School Psychologists consist-
ing of an initial state-funded award of $5,000 and a subsequent
award of $2,500 each year for the life of the certificate.

Patron - Taylor

I HB1353 Establishment of Asian American
and Pacific Islander Heritage Commission; report. Estab-
lishes the 16-member Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Commission as an advisory commission in the execu-
tive branch of state government for the purpose of advising the
Board of Education on the implementation of educational stan-
dards regarding Asian or Asian American and Pacific Islander
contributions, culture, history, heritage, and language. The bill
requires annual reports on the Commission's interim activities
and work to the Governor and General Assembly and has an
expiration date of July 1, 2027.

Patron - Martinez

 HB1383 rpublic schools; transfer and manage-
ment of scholastic records; disclosure of information in
court notices; transfer of disciplinary records; require-
ments. Requires the superintendent of any school division to,
upon receiving notification of the disposition in a delinquency
case concerning a student who is not enrolled in such school
division, forward such notification to the superintendent of the
school division where such student is enrolled or where such
student intends to enroll, as evidenced by the receipt of a
request from the other school division for such student's scho-
lastic records. Current law only permits the superintendent of
any such school division to forward such notification to the
superintendent of the school division in which the student is
currently enrolled. The bill also requires a copy of the com-
plete student disciplinary records of any student transferring
from one school division to another to be transferred to the
school division to which such student is transferring, upon
request from such school division.

Patron - Milde

|: HB:|.384 School boards; teachers; terms of

employment; employment verification; requirement.
Requires each school board to provide written verification of
employment within 10 days of receipt of any request for
employment verification from a former employee of the school
board.

Patron - Milde

— HB1516 Health education and family life edu-
cation; certain videos and animations relating to human
development inside the uterus. Requires health education
instruction to include an oral, written, or digital lesson, lecture,
or presentation about human biology relating to pregnancy and
human development inside the uterus, including (i) a high-defi-
nition ultrasound video, at least three minutes in duration,
showing the development of the brain, heart, sex organs, and
other vital organs in early fetal development and (ii) a high-
quality, computer-generated rendering or animation showing
the process of fertilization and every stage of human develop-
ment inside the uterus, noting significant markers in cell
growth and organ development for each significant marker of
pregnancy until birth. The bill requires any family life educa-
tion curriculum or similar curriculum offered by a local school
division that includes any oral, written, or digital lesson, lec-
ture, or presentation about sexual activity and pregnancy in the
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context of student health or healthy relationships to also
include such a video and rendering or animation.

Patron - Earley

 HB1528 celeste's Law; school boards; bath-
room check policy required. Requires each school board to
develop and adopt a policy that requires an employee in each
public elementary and secondary school, including any school
resource officer or any school security officer employed in
such school, to check no less frequently than once every 30
minutes during normal school hours each restroom facility in
each such building to ensure the safety of each student present
in such facility.

Patron - Cordoza

F HB1540 The Virginia African American,

Asian American, Pacific Islander, Latino, and Indigenous
Education Advisory Board; establishment.

Patron - Shin

= SB27 Ppublic School Trades Incentive Fund and
Program; established. Establishes the Public School Trades
Incentive Fund (the Fund) and the Public School Trades Incen-
tive Program (the Program) for the purpose of providing grants
on a competitive basis from the Fund to any school board that
seeks to (i) restore high school programs that teach students
skilled trades that lead to earning industry-recognized certifica-
tions or credentials or (ii) create or restore middle school pro-
grams that encourage and recruit students to participate in high
school programs that teach students skilled trades that lead to
earning industry-recognized certifications or credentials. The
bill requires the Department of Education to administer the
Program and to establish such rules and procedures relating to
applications and awards as it deems appropriate, provided that
the Department considers and gives appropriate weight to cer-
tain criteria for grantees. The bill requires any grantee to use
Program funds only for equipment.

Patron - Stanley

 SB28 school boards; powers and duties; poli-
cies regarding cell phones and other handheld communica-
tion devices. Permits each school board to develop and
implement a policy to prohibit the possession or use of cell
phones and other handheld communication devices during reg-
ular school hours.

Patron - Stanley

 SB37 Sage's Law; minor students experiencing
gender incongruence; parental notification of certain
expressions and requests and parental permission for cer-
tain plans required; parental care. Requires each public ele-
mentary or secondary school principal or his designee to (i) as
soon as practicable, inform at least one parent of a minor stu-
dent enrolled in such school if such minor (a) expresses to any
individual who is employed in such school that such minor is
experiencing gender incongruence, as defined in the bill, or (b)
requests that any such employee participate in social affirma-
tion of such minor's gender incongruence or the transition of
such minor to a sex or gender different from the minor's bio-
logical sex while at school and (ii) request and receive permis-
sion from at least one parent of a minor student enrolled at such
school prior to the implementation at such school of any plan
concerning any gender incongruence experienced by such
minor, including any counseling of such minor at school. Any
such plan shall include provision for parental participation to
the extent requested by the parent. The bill also clarifies, in the
definition of the term "abused or neglected child,” that in no
event shall referring to and raising the child in a manner con-

sistent with the child's biological sex, including related mental
health or medical decisions, be considered abuse or neglect.
Patron - McGuire

- SB68 Elementary and secondary schools; ath-
letics; participation in female sports; civil cause of action.
Requires each public elementary or secondary school and each
private elementary or secondary school that competes in spon-
sored athletic events against such public schools to designate
all interscholastic athletic teams and intramural athletic teams
sponsored by such school based on biological sex as follows:
(1) for "males,” "men," or "boys"; (ii) for "females," "women,"
or "girls"; or (iii) as "coed" or "mixed" if such team is open to
participation by (a) "males,” "men," or "boys" and (b)
"females,” "women," or "girls." The bill prohibits any student
whose biological sex is male and who has not physically transi-
tioned to female prior to puberty from participating on any
school athletic team or squad designated for "females,"
"women," or "girls." Finally, the bill creates a civil cause of
action for students and schools that suffer harm as a result of a
violation of the provisions of the bill, provided that such action
is initiated within two years of the harm occurring.

Patron - Peake

 SB75 Early childhood care and education; pub-
licly funded providers; exemption from licensure for cer-
tain child day programs. Excepts military child care fee
assistance or any child care subsidy paid by a branch of the
Armed Forces of the United States from the federal funds that
would otherwise render a child day program as a "publicly
funded provider," as that term is defined and used in relevant
law relating to early childhood care and education. The bill
also exempts from licensure by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day program that (i) serves only depen-
dent children of military personnel and (ii) (a) is located on a
military base or federal property or (b) is certified as a family
child care provider by a branch of the Armed Forces of the
United States and provides that any branch of the Armed
Forces of the United States or its agent, including an installa-
tion commander of a military base on which a child day pro-
gram is located, may assume responsibility for approving or
determining which children may be served by the program that
is so exempted from licensure. This bill was incorporated into
SB 702.
Patron - Durant

I SB76 child day centers operated by religious
institutions; exemption from licensure by Superintendent
of Public Instruction. Exempts fully from the statutory
requirement to be licensed by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction any child day center that is operated or conducted
under the auspices of a religious institution that (i) has tax
exempt status as a nonprofit religious institution in accordance
with 8 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as
amended, or (1i) owns and exclusively occupies real property
that is exempt from local taxation. Under current law, such
child day centers are exempt from licensure but are still subject
to several enumerated requirements. The bill, however, pre-
serves the requirement for such child day centers to conduct
background checks for employees and volunteers and prohibits
the employment or service at such child day centers of any
such individual who has been convicted of any barrier crime as
defined in relevant law or who is the subject of a founded com-
plaint of child abuse or neglect.

Patron - Durant

 SB83 Home instruction; parents; criteria.
Removes the four enumerated criteria—holding a high school
diploma, being a teacher of qualifications prescribed by the
Board of Education, providing the child with a program of
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study or curriculum that may be delivered through a correspon-
dence course or distance learning program or in any other man-
ner, or providing evidence of the ability to provide an adequate
education for the child—by which a parent is permitted to pro-
vide home instruction for his school-age child. The bill does
not affect the requirement for such a parent to annually provide
a description of the home instruction curriculum before the
school year begins and evidence of the child's academic prog-
ress after the school year ends.

Patron - McGuire

I SB84 students who receive home instruction;
participation in interscholastic programs. Prohibits public
schools from joining an organization governing interscholastic
programs that does not deem eligible for participation a student
who (i) receives home instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evi-
dence of progress for two consecutive academic years; (iii) is
in compliance with immunization requirements; (iv) is entitled
to free tuition in a public school; (v) has not reached the age of
19 by August 1 of the current academic year; (vi) is an amateur
who receives no compensation but participates solely for the
educational, physical, mental, and social benefits of the activ-
ity; (vii) complies with all disciplinary rules and is subject to
all codes of conduct applicable to all public high school ath-
letes; and (viii) complies with all other rules governing awards,
all-star games, maximum consecutive semesters of high school
enrollment, parental consents, physical examinations, and
transfers applicable to all high school athletes. The bill pro-
vides that no local school board is required to establish a policy
to permit students who receive home instruction to participate
in interscholastic programs. The bill permits reasonable fees to
be charged to students who receive home instruction to cover
the costs of participation in such interscholastic programs,
including the costs of additional insurance, uniforms, and
equipment. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2029.
Patron - McGuire

I SB127 public school staffing ratios; school
counselors; specialized student support positions. Decreases
from one to 325 to one to 250 the ratio of full-time equivalent
school counselors required to be employed by each local
school board per student enrolled in the local school division.
The bill also increases the number of specialized student sup-
port positions required to be employed by each local school
board from at least three to at least four such positions per
1,000 students in the local school division. Such specialized
student support positions include school social workers, school
psychologists, school nurses, licensed behavior analysts,
licensed assistant behavior analysts, and other licensed health
and behavioral positions. This bill was incorporated into SB
105.

Patron - VanValkenburg

F SB128 Ppublic school funding; certain calcula-
tions. Places several parameters on Standards of Quality fund-
ing calculations performed by the Department of Education,
including (i) requiring the Department, when calculating the
cost of salaries under the Standards of Quality funding for-
mula, to include facilities staff and transportation staff salaries
in the calculation of any cost of competing adjustment to sala-
ries for instructional and support positions that is provided as
part of the state share of basic aid pursuant to the general
appropriation act; (ii) requiring the Department, when estimat-
ing the cost of any compensation supplement for instructional
and support positions under the Standards of Quality funding
formula, to include and estimate the cost of such a compensa-
tion supplement for facilities staff; (iii) prohibiting the Depart-
ment from applying any cap on inflation rate adjustments to
non-personal cost categories during the biennial process of
rebenchmarking the direct aid to public education budget; and

(iv) requiring the Department to utilize a three-year average of
the most recently available data to calculate the composite
index of local ability-to-pay for each school division. This bill
was incorporated into SB 105.

Patron - VanValkenburg

I SB139 Board of Education; high school gradu-
ation; alternative pathways to the advanced studies
diploma and associated diploma seals. Directs the Board of
Education to establish two pathways to the advanced studies
high school diploma, and associated diploma seals for students
who successfully follow and demonstrate excellence on such
pathways: one pathway that requires advanced coursework in a
career and technical education field but does not require
coursework in world language and another pathway that
requires advanced coursework in world language but does not
require coursework in a career and technical education field.
The bill requires such pathways and associated diploma seals
to become effective for the 2025-2026 school year and to be
available to any student, regardless of the school year during
which the student enters ninth grade.

Patron - Carroll Foy

I SB161 Boardof Education; high school gradu-
ation; alternative pathway to advanced studies diploma
and associated diploma seal; career and technical educa-
tion. Directs the Board of Education to establish an alternative
pathway to the advanced studies high school diploma and an
associated diploma seal for students who successfully follow
and demonstrate excellence on such pathway, that requires
advanced coursework in a career and technical education field
but does not require coursework in laboratory science. Under
current law, one computer science course credit may count as
one of the laboratory science course credits required for an
advanced studies high school diploma but there is no pathway
to an advanced studies diploma that does not require any labo-
ratory science coursework. The bill requires such pathway and
associated diploma seal to become effective for the 2025-2026
school year and to be available to any student, regardless of the
school year during which the student enters ninth grade.

Patron - McGuire

 SB187 Department of Education; plan to
revise special education staffing requirements; report.
Directs the Department of Education, in collaboration with the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services
and any other individuals with expertise in special education as
the Department of Education deems appropriate, to develop a
plan for revised special education staffing requirements that
addresses staffing needs of individual school divisions and the
needs of students who receive special education and aims to
improve special education teacher recruitment and retention.
The bill requires the Department of Education to submit a
report on such plan to the Governor, the Senate Committee on
Education and Health, and the House Committee on Education
by November 1, 2024. This bill was incorporated into SB 105.
Patron - Subramanyam

— SB227 public school funding; certain calcula-
tions; certain support services positions; programs for at-
risk students. Places several parameters on Standards of Qual-
ity funding calculations performed by the Department of Edu-
cation, including (i) requiring the Department, when
calculating the cost of salaries under the Standards of Quality
funding formula, to include facilities staff and transportation
staff salaries in the calculation of any cost of competing adjust-
ment to salaries for instructional and support positions that is
provided as part of the state share of basic aid pursuant to the
general appropriation act; (ii) requiring the Department, when
estimating the cost of any compensation supplement for
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instructional and support positions under the Standards of
Quality funding formula, to include and estimate the cost of
such a compensation supplement for facilities staff; (iii) pro-
hibiting the Department from applying any cap on inflation
rate adjustments to non-personal cost categories during the
biennial process of rebenchmarking the direct aid to public
education budget; and (iv) requiring the Department to utilize a
three-year average of the most recently available data to calcu-
late the composite index of local ability-to-pay for each school
division. The bill also amends Standard of Quality 2 by (a)
including in the definition of "support services position” any
central office clerical position that Is not otherwise set forth in
such definition, (b) requiring a per-pupil Standards of Quality
funding add-on to be provided for English language learner
and special education students, (c) requiring, in addition to the
positions supported by basic aid, state funding, pursuant to the
general appropriation act, to be provided to cover the actual
average school division cost to educate children with disabili-
ties, and (d) establishing the At-Risk Program, defined in the
bill as any state funding provided for programs of prevention,
intervention, or remediation or pursuant to the at-risk add-on
for the purpose of supporting programs for students who are
educationally at risk. The bill requires (1) the determination of
the amount of state funding for which a school division is eligi-
ble pursuant to such At-Risk Program to be based on the school
division's identified student percentage, defined in the bill as
the fraction, expressed as a percentage, that results from divid-
ing the number of identified students enrolled in a school divi-
sion by the total number of students enrolled in such school
division, weighted by the factor of 1.5, and then adjusted by
the addition of a percentage that corrects for undercounting
English language learner students as identified students and (2)
such funding to be distributed as follows: 60 percent on a flat
per-student rate and 40 percent on a variable rate set out in the
general appropriation act based on the concentration of poverty
in the school division. This bill was incorporated into SB 105.
Patron - Hashmi

 SB228 public school funding; English lan-
guage learner students and children with disabilities.
Requires, in addition to the positions supported by basic aid,
state funding, pursuant to the general appropriation act, to be
provided to cover (i) the actual average school division cost to
educate children with disabilities and (ii) a per-pupil Standards
of Quality funding add-on for English language learner and
special education students. This bill was incorporated into SB
105.
Patron - Hashmi

 SB264 Department of Education; school
boards; student online activity; data collection, monitoring,
and restrictions. Requires the Department of Education to
establish reporting expectations for school divisions that col-
lect student online activity data and provides that if no school
within a school division does so, the school board, upon sub-
mission of written documentation to the Department stating
that no school within the school division collects student online
activity data, shall be deemed to have satisfied such reporting
expectations. The reporting expectations include: (i) making
certain disclosures to parents, including what online activity is
being tracked, monitored, and collected when using school
devices on school property and what types of student online
activity or online activity data would create an alert; (ii) includ-
ing in the school division's acceptable use policy for the Inter-
net that student online activity is being tracked and data
collected; (iii) providing, to the extent available for the school
division, parents the ability to access any collected student
online activity data; (iv) notifying the parent of a student for
whom an alert is created or an action taken on such student's
online activity or associated data before the student is notified,

except as provided in the bill; (v) prohibiting the inclusion of
student online activity data in a student's permanent record
except in the most severe cases, as defined, set forth, and made
publicly available by the Department. The bill requires the
Department to create and distribute to each school board (a) a
template for making the required parental disclosures and (b)
best practices for deleting student online activity data.

Patron - Craig

I SB380 school board policies; alternative edu-
cational opportunities. Requires each school board to create a
process allowing a qualified student, as defined in the bill, to
access funding set aside for alternative educational opportuni-
ties, as defined in the bill. The bill provides that the school
boards must also determine if an alternative educational pro-
gram qualifies as a means to earn class credit or satisfy a grad-
uation requirement.

Patron - Sturtevant

 SB385 Study; Board of Education; work
group on the use of artificial intelligence technology in edu-
cation; report. Requires the Board of Education, in collabora-
tion with the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, to
convene a work group to study and make recommendations on
guidelines for the use and integration of Al technology in edu-
cation in public elementary and secondary schools and public
institutions of higher education. The bill requires the work
group to submit a report on its findings and recommendations
to the Department of Education, the Governor, the Senate
Committee on Education and Health, and the House Commit-
tee on Education by November 1, 2024.

Patron - Pekarsky

 SB387 public elementary and secondary
schools; policies and requirements relating to naloxone.
Requires each local school board to develop, in accordance
with the guidelines developed by the Department of Health in
collaboration with the Department of Education, plans and pol-
icies for each public elementary and secondary school relating
to opioid overdose prevention and reversal, including (i) the
procurement, storage, and maintenance of at least two unex-
pired doses of naloxone at each such school; (ii) the possession
and administration of naloxone by school board employees;
and (iii) providing, pursuant to the provisions of the bill,
immunity from any disciplinary action or civil or criminal lia-
bility to any employee of a public elementary or secondary
school who, regardless of whether such employee was trained
and certified in the administration of naloxone, in good faith
administers naloxone for opioid overdose reversal to any indi-
vidual who is believed to be experiencing or about to experi-
ence a life-threatening opioid overdose, except in the case of
gross negligence or willful misconduct.

The bill modifies the list of individuals who are authorized to
administer naloxone or other opioid antagonists to include any
school board employee who has completed training and is cer-
tified in the administration of naloxone by an organization
authorized by the Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services to provide such training and certification.
Current law limits such authorization to school nurses or
school board employees contracted by a school board to pro-
vide school health services.

Finally, the bill directs the Department of Health and the
Department of Education to collaborate to develop guidelines
and policies for the implementation of the provisions of the bill
and directs the Department of Education to submit such guide-
lines to relevant committees of the General Assembly by Janu-
ary 1, 2025. The bill requires such guidelines and policies to be
implemented by each school board by the beginning of the
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2026-2027 school year. This bill was incorporated into SB
726.
Patron - Pekarsky

I SBA407 interstate Teacher Mobility Compact.
Enters the Commonwealth into the Interstate Teacher Mobility
Compact, the purpose of which is to facilitate the mobility of
teachers across the member states, with the goal of supporting
teachers through a new pathway to licensure. The Compact is
presently in effect, as it has reached the enactment threshold of
10 state members.

Patron - Durant

I SB421 Foster child Scholarship Program;
established. Establishes the Foster Child Scholarship Program
(the Program), to be administered by the Department of Educa-
tion, for the purpose of providing school-age children in foster
care the option to attend the participating public or private
school of their caregiver's choice. The bill provides that any
student is eligible to participate in the Program who (i) is a fos-
ter child, (ii) resides in a school division in the Common-
wealth, (iii) is subject to compulsory attendance requirements,
and (iv) is entering kindergarten or was eligible to enroll at a
public elementary or secondary school in the Commonwealth
during the semester immediately preceding the semester or
term for which the child's parent initially applies for the Pro-
gram or who is entering kindergarten. The bill provides that the
caregiver of any eligible student may apply for the Program
and, upon approval of such application, receive an annual
scholarship, through quarterly disbursements into such eligible
student's Foster Child Scholarship Account (FCSA), for the
purposes of paying for education-related expenses, as set forth
in the bill, at the participating school of the caregiver's choice
in which the eligible student enrolls under the Program. The
bill contains provisions relating to (a) the Department's powers
and duties in administering the Program, including establishing
and implementing policies and procedures for reviewing and
approving applications, conducting public awareness cam-
paigns, establishing procedures for audit and review of FCSAs
and of participating schools, and establishing procedures and
requirements for the management of and disbursing of funds
into FCSAs; (b) the duties of participating schools in the Pro-
gram relating to the acceptance of eligible students participat-
ing in the Program; (c) requirements for the division
superintendent of each school division to report each year to
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction to report each year to the Governor
and the Chairs of the House Committee on Appropriations and
the Senate Committee on Finance and Appropriations, on data
relating to participation in the Program by eligible students and
participating schools; and (d) the conditions and limitations to
which caregivers of eligible students must agree in order to
participate in the Program.

Patron - Sturtevant

|: SB434 Public schools; instructional time.

Makes several changes relating to student instructional time in
public elementary and secondary schools, including (i) defin-
ing "instructional hour" for the purpose of minimum annual
instructional hour requirements; (ii) establishing several provi-
sions and requirements relating to the enrollment of part-time
students in public elementary and secondary schools; (iii)
requiring the Board of Education to adopt rules for approving
alternative programs for which course credit may be granted
for the purpose of satisfying high school graduation require-
ments to any student who completes such course and masters
the course content by demonstrating at least 80 percent of the
competencies required by course standards, regardless of time,
place, or pace; and (iv) permitting school boards that govern
school divisions of innovation to adopt instructional time mod-

els that allow students to personalize the pace of learning and
accelerate their learning based on the mastery of course content
by demonstrating at least 80 percent of the competencies
required by course standards, regardless of time, place, or pace.
Patron - Suetterlein

I SB533 Education Excellence for All Program
established. Permits the parents of qualified students, defined
in the bill, to apply for a one-year, renewable Education Excel-
lence for All Savings Account, defined in the bill, that consists
of an amount that is equivalent to a certain percentage of all
applicable annual Standards of Quality per pupil state funds
appropriated for public school purposes and apportioned to the
school division in which the qualified student resides, includ-
ing the per pupil share of state sales tax funding in basic aid
and any per pupil share of state special education funding for
which the qualified student is eligible. The bill permits the par-
ent of the qualified student to use the moneys in such account
for certain qualified expenses of the qualified student, includ-
ing tuition, deposits, fees, and required textbooks at a private
elementary school or secondary school that is located in the
Commonwealth. The bill also contains provisions relating to
program and account administration by the Department of the
Treasury and a third party that serves as program administrator
pursuant to a contract with the Department.

Patron - Jordan

 SB552 public schools; open school enrollment
policies and guidance. Requires the Board of Education to
develop and make available to each school board by August 1,
2024, model policies and guidance relating to open school
enrollment detailing certain conditions, limitations, and proce-
dures relating to the open enrollment process and nonresident
students, defined as any student who is enrolled in a school
within such student's school division but outside of the atten-
dance area in which he resides pursuant to an open enrollment
policy. The bill requires each school board to establish and
implement policies to provide for open enrollment in accor-
dance with the model policies and guidelines developed by the
Board. Current law permits, but does not require, each school
board to establish and implement policies providing for open
enrollment.
Patron - Peake

I SB558 school choice educational savings
accounts. Permits the parents of qualified students to apply to
the Department of Education for a renewable school choice
education savings account, consisting of a monetary amount
that is equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable
annual Standards of Quality per pupil state funds appropriated
for public school purposes and apportioned to the resident
school division in which the qualified student resides, from
which the parent of such student may use the funds to make
education-related qualifying expenditures, including tuition,
deposits, fees, and required textbooks and instructional materi-
als, at (i) a private elementary or secondary school located in
the Commonwealth, (ii) certain nonpublic online learning pro-
grams, and (iii) institutions of higher education and requires
the Department of Education to establish certain policies, pro-
cedures, and processes relating to the savings accounts. The
bill defines the term "qualified student" to provide for the
annual expansion of the students who are eligible to receive
savings accounts, from including for the 2024-2025 school
year only students who meet a limited set of criteria and gradu-
ally expanding to declare eligible for the 2028-2029 school
year and each year thereafter any student who (a) is deemed to
reside in a school division in the Commonwealth, (b) for whom
compulsory attendance is required pursuant to relevant law, (c)
is eligible to enroll in a public elementary or secondary school
in the Commonwealth, and (d) is entering kindergarten or was
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enrolled at and attended a public elementary or secondary
school in the Commonwealth during the two semesters imme-
diately preceding the semester for which the child's parent ini-
tially applies for a savings account. The bill contains several
provisions relating to the terms and conditions to which the
parent of any qualified student is required to agree to receive a
savings account, requirements relating to renewal of savings
accounts and the management of funds remaining when
accounts are closed or become inactive, and the consequences
of noncompliance with the terms and conditions. The bill also
provides that the Department of Education shall be responsible
for the administration of the savings accounts, including (1)
making quarterly disbursements in the appropriate amount to
each savings account and managing retained savings; (2)
developing informational materials for interested parents relat-
ing to the savings accounts; and (3) developing policies and
procedures relating to the administration and management of
the savings accounts, the application process, quarterly reviews
and annual audits of each savings account, and addressing inci-
dents of intentional and substantial misrepresentation, fraud, or
noncompliance in relation to expenditures from savings
accounts.

Patron - DeSteph

I SB609 public school funding; At-Risk Program
established. Establishes the At-Risk Program, defined in the
bill as any state funding provided for programs of prevention,
intervention, or remediation or pursuant to the at-risk add-on
for the purpose of supporting programs for students who are
educationally at risk. The bill requires (i) the determination of
the amount of state funding for which a school division is eligi-
ble pursuant to the At-Risk Program to be based on the school
division's identified student percentage, defined in the bill as
the fraction, expressed as a percentage, that results from divid-
ing the number of identified students enrolled in a school divi-
sion by the total number of students enrolled in such school
division, weighted by the factor of 1.5, and then adjusted by
the addition of a percentage that corrects for undercounting
English language learner students as identified students and (ii)
such funding to be distributed as follows: 60 percent on a flat
per-student rate and 40 percent on a variable rate set out in the
general appropriation act based on the concentration of poverty
in the school division. The bill provides that any school divi-
sion that would have received more state funds for the at-risk
add-on and programs of prevention, intervention, or remedia-
tion than it would pursuant to the consolidation of such state
funding sources under the At-Risk Program established in the
bill shall be held harmless and shall not have its share of such
state funding reduced, effective for the 2024-2025 school year
through the 2026-2027 school year. This bill was incorporated
into SB 105.

Patron - Aird

— SB723 K-12 schools and institutions of higher
education; student participation in women's sports; civil
cause of action. Requires each interscholastic, intercollegiate,
intramural, or club athletic team or sport sponsored by a public
school, or any other school that is a member of the Virginia
High School League, or by a public institution of higher educa-
tion to be expressly designated as one of the following based
on the biological sex of the students who participate on the
team or in the sport: (i) males, men, or boys; (ii) females,
women, or girls; or (iii) coed or mixed if participation on such
team or sport is open to both males and females. The hill pro-
hibits any such team or sport that is expressly designated for
females from being open to students whose biological sex is
male. The bill also provides that in the event of a dispute as to
the biological sex of any student seeking to participate on any
interscholastic, intercollegiate, intramural, or club athletic team
or sport that is expressly designated for males or females, such

student may establish biological sex by presenting to the
school or institution a signed physician's statement that attests
to such student's biological sex based solely on (a) the student's
internal and external reproductive anatomy; (b) the student's
normal endogenously produced levels of testosterone; and (c)
an analysis of the student's genetic makeup.

The bill prohibits any government entity, licensing or accredit-
ing organization, or athletic association or organization from
entertaining a complaint, opening an investigation, or taking
any other adverse action against any such school or institution
of higher education based on a violation of the provisions of
the bill and creates a cause of action for any school or institu-
tion of higher education that suffers harm as a result of a viola-
tion of the bill. Finally, the bill creates a civil cause of action
for any student who suffers harm as a result of a knowing vio-
lation of a provision of the bill by a school or institution or as a
result of the student's reporting a violation of a provision of the
bill by a school, institution, athletic association, or organiza-
tion.

Patron - Mulchi

Carried Over

C HBA41 standards of Learning; programs of
instruction; civics education; instruction on local govern-
ment. Requires the Board of Education to include in the Stan-
dards of Learning for Virginia and United States Government
for grade 12 and requires each school board to provide as a part
of any Virginia and U.S. Government course or civic education
course offered to students in grade 12 instruction on local gov-
ernment, including instruction on the types of localities in the
Commonwealth and the structure and functions of local gov-
ernments in the Commonwealth. The bill also requires the
Board to consider in its criteria for awarding a diploma seal for
excellence in civics education and understanding of the state
and federal constitutions and the democratic model of govern-
ment the successful completion of government or civics
courses that include instruction on the structures and functions
of local government.

Patron - Green

C HB181 Ppublic school staffing ratios; school
counselors. Decreases from one to 325 to one to 250 the ratio
of full-time equivalent school counselors required to be
employed by each local school board per student enrolled in
the local school division.

Patron - Feggans

C HB328 Interstate Teacher Mobility Compact.
Enters the Commonwealth into the Interstate Teacher Mobility
Compact, the purpose of which is to facilitate the mobility of
teachers across the member states, with the goal of supporting
teachers through a new pathway to licensure. The Compact is
presently in effect, as it has reached the enactment threshold of
10 state members.

Patron - Glass

C HB347 school board employees; civil cause of
action against principals, division superintendents, and
school boards for workplace injuries. Permits any school
board employee who suffers bodily injury in the course of his
employment on school board property after notifying the
appropriate school principal, division superintendent, or school
board that a working condition or situation was reasonably
likely to lead to such bodily injury to bring a civil cause of
action in a court of competent jurisdiction for appropriate
relief, including damages, against any such school principal,
division superintendent, or school board that acted negligently,
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recklessly, or willfully in failing to remedy the condition or sit-
uation that led to such bodily injury.
Patron - Green

C HB359 public school funding; nonpersonal
cost categories; federal fund deduction methodology; sup-
port services. Requires the Department of Education, (i) in
calculating nonpersonal costs in the Standards of Quality fund-
ing formula, to include the costs associated with leased facili-
ties and work-related employee travel and (ii) in calculating the
deduction of federal funds in the Standards of Quality funding
formula, to examine actual school division spending on sup-
port costs as a percentage of actual school division spending on
all public education costs, with certain exceptions such as food
service. The bill also requires support services positions, which
includes positions in each local school division that the school
board deems necessary for the efficient and cost-effective oper-
ation and maintenance of its public schools, to be funded based
on a calculation of prevailing costs and prohibits such positions
from being subject to any method of funding calculation that
caps the number of funded support services positions based on
a ratio of such positions to students enrolled in the local school
division.

Patron - Simonds

C HB360 Superintendent of Public Instruction;
duties; fixed and actual school staffing ratios. Requires the
Superintendent of Public Instruction to biennially calculate,
compare, and report to the Board of Education and the General
Assembly the differences between the fixed staffing ratios in
the Standards of Quality funding formula and the actual staff-
ing ratios in local school divisions in the Commonwealth so
that such fixed staffing ratios can be regularly adjusted as
needed to more closely approximate such actual staffing ratios.
Patron - Simonds

C HB372 Department of Education; Child Care
Implementation and Substitute Employee Pool Grant Pro-
gram established. Requires the Department of Education,
with such funds as may be appropriated for such purpose pur-
suant to the general appropriation act, to establish and adminis-
ter the Child Care Implementation and Substitute Employee
Pool Grant Program whereby any (i) existing child day pro-
gram provider or group of such providers may apply for a
grant, on a competitive basis, for the establishment of a substi-
tute employee pool that, notwithstanding the provisions of rel-
evant law relating to the disclosure of the results of background
checks, enables such provider or providers to ensure efficient
and effective staffing with qualified employees or (ii) prospec-
tive child day program may apply for a grant, on a competitive
basis, to cover costs associated with implementing such pro-
gram.

Patron - Martinez

C HB386 Ppublic school staffing ratios; special-
ized student support positions. Increases the number of spe-
cialized student support positions required to be employed by
each local school board from at least three to at least four such
positions per 1,000 students in the local school division. Such
specialized student support positions include school social
workers, school psychologists, school nurses, licensed behav-
ior analysts, licensed assistant behavior analysts, and other
licensed health and behavioral positions.

Patron - Hernandez

C HBA408 child care Subsidy Program vendors;
basis for periodic reimbursement. Requires the Department
of Education to periodically reimburse child care providers that
are vendors through the Child Care Subsidy Program on the
basis of authorized child enrollment but provides that if any

such enrolled child is absent from the provider for 10 or more
days during one month, the Department shall periodically
reimburse such provider on the basis of such child's atten-
dance.

Patron - Hernandez

C HBA485 school boards; employee criminal his-
tory records checks and applications; penalty for noncom-
pliance. Clarifies that certain school board employees who are
(i) employed in an in-person or remote capacity or some com-
bination thereof or (ii) fully licensed, provisionally licensed, or
unlicensed are subject to the requirements in existing law to
undergo a criminal history records check and a search of the
registry of founded complaints of child abuse and neglect and
to disclose certain criminal history information at the employ-
ment application stage and upon arrest. The bill provides that
in the event that any school board fails or refuses to perform its
duty to require any employee to undergo a criminal history
records check as set forth in relevant law, each individual
member of such board is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor and
his position on such school board shall be deemed vacant.
Patron - Garrett

C HB500 standards of Quality; Standards of
Learning assessments; development and administration of
assessments; assessments in languages other than English;
requirements. Requires the Board of Education to develop all
Standards of Learning assessments using Universal Design for
Learning (UDL) principles, as defined in the bill. The bill also
requires the Board to develop and implement policies provid-
ing for the development and administration of all Standards of
Learning assessments in languages other than English that are
identified as being present to a significant extent in the partici-
pating student population. The bill requires such policies to
provide that each local school board provide appropriate
accommodations on such assessments for eligible students who
are English language learners, including providing for adminis-
tration of such assessments for any student who is an English
language learner in grades three through eight who has been
identified as having limited English proficiency and has partic-
ipated in an English language proficiency program for no more
than a total of three school years. The bill provides, however,
that each local school board, on the recommendation of
English language learner faculty that any such student has not
yet reached sufficient English proficiency, may provide on an
individual case-by-case basis for the administration of any
such Standards of Learning assessment in one of such top three
languages other than English for a period that does not exceed
two additional consecutive years. The provisions of the bill are
required to be implemented by the beginning of the 2025-2026
school year.

Patron - Cohen

C HBJ535 bpivision of Early Childhood Care and
Education; Department of Education; comprehensive
review of certain findings and recommendations relating to
the quality of early childhood care and education in the
Commonwealth; report. Requires the Division of Early
Childhood Care and Education of the Department of Educa-
tion, in consultation with the Virginia Early Childhood Foun-
dation and such other stakeholders as it deems appropriate, to
(i) conduct a comprehensive review of the findings and recom-
mendations contained in the 2017 report of the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission, Improving Virginia's
Early Childhood Development Programs, to determine what
barriers, gaps, and deficiencies continue to exist in the provi-
sion of high-quality early childhood education and care in the
Commonwealth, with a particular focus on gaps and deficien-
cies in the ongoing monitoring of Virginia Preschool Initiative
program quality, including the collection and analysis of data
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relating to outcomes and kindergarten readiness, and (ii) report
its findings and any associated policy recommendations to the
Board of Education, the Governor, and the General Assembly
no later than November 1, 2024.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

C HB563 Board of Education; procedure for
adjusting grievances; definition of **classified instructional
support staff." Requires the Board of Education, for the pur-
pose of its regulations that establish the procedure for adjusting
grievances, to define "classified instructional support staff" to
mean any nonlicensed teacher, both nonexempt and exempt,
who is employed in a local school division and involved in
classroom instruction and any other full-time or part-time
employee who works more than 90 days total in a 200-day
school year and to include teaching assistants, long-term sub-
stitutes, site-based substitutes, temporary teachers, and other
nonlicensed instructors who substitute in the place of licensed
teachers.

Patron - Askew

C HB564 public schools; classified instructional
support staff; competitive compensation; biennial review.
Declares that it is a goal of the Commonwealth that its classi-
fied instructional support staff, defined in the bill as any indi-
vidual who works more than 90 days total in a 200-day school
year as a substitute for a licensed teacher, be compensated at a
rate that is competitive in order to provide a quality education
in the absence of a licensed teacher. The bill requires the
Department of Education to conduct a biennial review of the
compensation for classified instructional support staff and to
consider the Commonwealth's compensation for classified
instructional support staff relative to the national average
teacher salary and report the results of such review to the Gov-
ernor, the General Assembly, and the Board of Education by
June 1 of each odd-numbered year.

Patron - Askew

C HB573 student safety and discipline; certain
reports to school principals and division superintendents;
form and scope. Requires local law-enforcement authorities to
prepare in writing and provide to the principal or his designee
and the division superintendent a report on (i) any suspected
offense, offense for which any charge has been filed, or offense
that is subject to investigation that was committed or is sus-
pected to have been committed by a student enrolled at the
school if the offense would be (a) a felony if committed by an
adult, (b) a violation of the Drug Control Act and occurred on a
school bus, on school property, or at a school-sponsored activ-
ity, or (c) an adult misdemeanor involving certain enumerated
incidents and (ii) whether the student is released to the custody
of his parent or, if 18 years of age or older, is released on bond.
The bill requires division superintendents to report all such
incidents to the Department of Education in an annual report
that is made available to the public. Current law does not
require such reports to be in writing and only applies to student
offenses but does not specify whether such reports are required
to be made for student offenses that are suspected, charged, or
subject to investigation.

Patron - Henson

C HB582 public high schools; personnel; career
coach required. Requires each school board to employ at least
one career coach in each public high school in the local school
division whose duties are required to include assisting students
with securing internships, externships, and credentialing
opportunities as required by the Profile of a Virginia Graduate,
providing students with information on apprenticeship pro-
grams, and connecting students to career opportunities. The
bill provides that each such individual shall be employed in

addition to and not as a replacement for the required school
counselor positions, specialized student support positions, or
support services positions.

Patron - Simonds

C HB627 Early childhood care; Child Care Sub-
sidy Program expansion; provision of free child care to cer-
tain child care provider employees. Requires the Child Care
Subsidy Program, established pursuant to applicable regula-
tions, to be expanded to assist employees of any licensed child
care provider in the Commonwealth with the costs of child care
by providing any such employee who meets the eligibility cri-
teria set forth in the bill child care at no cost to and with no
copayment required of such employee. The bill directs the
Board of Education to adopt any regulations and the Depart-
ment of Education to implement any policies and procedures
necessary for the implementation and administration of the
provisions of the bill.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

C HBG675 Board of Visitors of the Virginia School
for the Deaf and the Blind; authority to establish campus
police department. Permits the Board of Visitors of the Vir-
ginia School for the Deaf and the Blind to establish a campus
police department, in compliance with the provisions of law
relating to campus police departments established by institu-
tions of higher education, and to employ campus police offi-
cers therein.

Patron - Runion

C HB677 Superintendent of Public Instruction;
employment of certified school library specialists. Requires
the Superintendent of Public Instruction to employ in the
Department of Education at least one certified school library
specialist who fulfills several duties enumerated in the bill,
including providing leadership and technical assistance with
the implementation and use of information literacy skills to
support student achievement for local school divisions, Depart-
ment staff, and other stakeholders and directing the implemen-
tation of state and national school library standards and
consulting with and providing technical assistance to local
school divisions relating to such standards.

Patron - Simonds

C HB696 Establishment of recovery high
schools; authorization in certain Superintendent's regions.
Authorizes any school board that governs a school division
located in Superintendent's Region 2, 4, or 7 to establish a
recovery high school in the relevant school division as a year-
round high school (i) for which enrollment is open to any high
school student who resides in the relevant Superintendent's
region and is in the early stages of recovery from substance use
disorder or dependency and (ii) for the purpose of providing
such students with the academic, emotional, and social support
necessary to make progress toward earning a high school
diplomaand reintegrating into a traditional high school setting.
Patron - Tata

C HB842 schools boards; pupil transportation;
alternatives. Expands the availability of allowable alternatives
to traditional school bus transportation services relating to the
transportation of students to and from school or school-related
activities, including permitting any school board of a school
division for which providing transportation by school bus is
not cost effective to use a portion of its transportation funding
to provide a grant to any parent of a student who provides stu-
dent transportation to and from school, subject to certain con-
ditions enumerated in the bill.

Patron - Austin
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C HB882 Department of Education; model policy
on student cell phone use during instructional time; local
adoption. Requires the Department of Education to develop,
adopt, and distribute to each school board a model policy
whereby public elementary and secondary school students are
prohibited from possessing or using personal cell phones or
other personal handheld communication devices during
instructional time at school. The bill requires the Department,
in developing and adopting such model policy, to seek to bal-
ance the interests of students' academic achievement, cognitive
development, safety, and general well-being and permits the
Department to include appropriate exceptions in extraordinary
circumstances such as emergency situations or situations
involving the need to contact the student's parents. The bill
requires each school board to develop and adopt a policy that is
consistent with such model policy adopted by the Department.
Patron - Earley

C HB977 Expeditious resolution of complaints
relating to certain student transportation safety issues.
Requires each locality and the Department of Transportation,
as applicable, to expeditiously respond to and assist in the reso-
lution of, to the maximum extent practicable, any complaint
received by or on behalf of any public elementary or secondary
school student relating to such student's safety on the streets,
roads, sidewalks, and crosswalks surrounding school property
as such student arrives to or departs from school and permits,
for the purposes of complying with such requirement, any
school board to enter into a memorandum of understanding
with the locality or the Department, as applicable, for the
establishment of a protocol or the designation of an ombuds-
man for the resolution of such complaints.

Patron - Keys-Gamarra

C HB1029 certain school divisions; cost-savings
agreements; requirements. Removes the limitation on any
school board that enters into certain cost-savings agreements
with a school board that governs a contiguous school division
for the consolidation or sharing of educational, administrative,
or support services and thus qualifies for adjustment of state
share of basic aid computed annually on the basis of the com-
posite index of local ability-to-pay of such contiguous school
division that caps such adjusted basic aid payment at an
amount equal to the basic aid payment appropriated to such
locality by the 2007 Session of the General Assembly. The bill
also permits, notwithstanding the requirement set forth in rele-
vant law that a school division has 65 percent or more of its
local taxes coming from real estate taxes in order for the school
board that governs such school division to be eligible to enter
into such cost-savings agreements with a contiguous school
division, the Bath County School Board to enter into such cost-
savings agreements with the Augusta County School Board,
provided that all other conditions and limitations set forth in
relevant law apply to any such agreement.

Patron - Runion

C HB1033 costof competing adjustment; eligi-
bility; certain school boards. Provides that the Accomack
County School Board and the Northampton County School
Board are eligible to receive the cost of competing adjustment
to salaries for instructional and support positions as part of the
state share of basic aid pursuant to the general appropriation
act.

Patron - Bloxom

C HBlO51 Public education; dual enrollment

and concurrent enrollment; high school graduation. Makes
several changes relating to graduation from a public high
school in the Commonwealth, including (i) eliminating the

requirement for a student to complete one virtual course in
order to graduate from high school and (ii) specifying that vari-
ous options and requirements relating to earning career and
technical education credentials for the purpose of satisfying
high school graduation requirements are required to be high-
demand career and technical education credentials. The bill
also defines and thereby distinguishes the concepts of dual
enrollment and concurrent enroliment in the context of high
school students' participation in college-level coursework and
requires the agreements for postsecondary attainment between
school boards and comprehensive community colleges to spec-
ify the credit available for dual enroliment and concurrent
enrollment courses.

Patron - Batten

C HB1091 Virginia Advisory Committee for
Career and Technical Education; recommendations, guide-
lines, and best practices for incorporation of career and
technical education into public elementary school curric-
ula; report. Requires the Virginia Advisory Committee for
Career and Technical Education established by the Board of
Education to develop and submit to the Board of Education,
the Governor, and the General Assembly no later than Novem-
ber 1, 2024, recommendations, guidelines, and best practices
for the incorporation of career and technical education into
public elementary school curricula.

Patron - Oates

C HB1375 Early childhood care and education;
publicly funded providers. Provides that any locality wishing
to participate in the Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI) must
submit a proposal by May 15 of each year identifying a lead
VPI agency responsible for developing a local plan for the
delivery of preschool services to at-risk children. A local
match based on the composite index of local ability to pay is
required to fund such a proposal. The proposal must include
the number of at-risk four-year-olds and three-year-olds to be
served and eligibility criteria for participation. Upon accep-
tance, the Department will disburse state VPI funds to the lead
VPI agency in such localities, which may be used with local
matching funds to provide preschool education, health ser-
vices, social services, parental involvement services, and trans-
portation. The Department must establish academic standards
for VVPI programs that prepare students to successfully enter
kindergarten. Full day VPI programs must operate for a mini-
mum of five and a half instructional hours per day, while half
day VPI programs operate for a minimum of three instructional
hours per day. The bill requires the Department of Education to
collect information from VPI and the Mixed Delivery Grant
Program to compile a comprehensive report on the use of state
funds, including the number of slots and funding allocated to
each local program or provider and the number of slots that
have been filled. The bill codifies the Child Care Subsidy Pro-
gram, which is currently established pursuant to regulations of
the Board of Education, for the purpose of assisting families
who meet certain eligibility criteria with the cost of child care
provided by approved vendors. The bill requires the Child Care
Subsidy Program to be overseen by the Department of Educa-
tion and permits the Department to contract with state and local
agencies to administer the Program. The bill requires the
Department and Board of Education, as applicable, to establish
rules, regulations, policies, procedures, and standards for the
Program. The bill also codifies the Mixed Delivery Grant Pro-
gram, which is currently established pursuant to the general
appropriation act, for the purpose of awarding grants on a com-
petitive basis to local public entities that enter into partnerships
with local private early childhood care and education entities
and other community organizations, as applicable, to provide,
under the direction and leadership of a lead agency identified
in the grant proposal, high-quality care and education, either
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part time or full time, for at-risk infants, toddlers, and pre-
school-age children who reside in the locality. The bill requires
the Mixed Delivery Grant Program to be administered by the
Virginia Early Childhood Foundation in partnership with the
Department of Education and, consistent with any provisions
relating to the Program in the general appropriation act,
requires the Foundation and the Department to establish poli-
cies, procedures, and standards for the Program.

Patron - Gardner

C SB72 Board of Education; creation and mainte-
nance of Virginia Parent Data Portal. Requires the Board of
Education, on or before July 1, 2025, to create and maintain the
Virginia Parent Data Portal that, among other things, (i) dis-
plays individualized student assessment data on all state-sup-
ported assessments, as that term is defined in the bill, (a) in a
format that shows both current and cumulative data over time
and (b) within 45 days of a state-supported assessment window
closing for each state-supported assessment; (ii) provides a
description of the purpose of each state-supported assessment,
an explanation of how to interpret student data on each state-
supported assessment, and a comparison of a student's perfor-
mance on each state-supported assessment with the perfor-
mance of the student's school, the student's school division,
and the Commonwealth; (iii) is viewable from a mobile device
in addition to a desktop computer; and (iv) provides functional-
ity to enable school division personnel to manage and restrict
user access to students and their parents.

The bill requires the Board and the Department of Education to
provide certain guidance and technical assistance to local
school divisions on professional development for principals
and teachers in parent engagement on and interpretation of stu-
dent assessment data available through the Portal and requires
each school board to annually provide high-quality profes-
sional development to principals and teachers on such topics.

The bill satisfies the reenactment requirement of Chapter 652
of the Acts of Assembly of 2023.

Patron - McPike

C SB96 Special education; Parental Behavior
Technician Registration and Participation Pilot Program;
established. Establishes the Parental Behavior Technician
Registration and Participation Pilot Program (the Pilot Pro-
gram), to be developed and administered by the Board of Edu-
cation in collaboration with the Department of Health and the
Advisory Board on Behavioral Analysis, for the purpose of
assisting parents of students with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) with becoming a registered behavior technician (RBT)
in order to provide assistance to their children both in the class-
room as a volunteer under the supervision of a licensed behav-
ior analyst or other qualified Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) individual and outside the classroom in the home envi-
ronment. The bill provides that the Pilot Program shall assist
any eligible parent, defined as any parent of a child with ASD
who is enrolled in a public school in the Commonwealth and
receives special education, by (i) providing assistance,
resources, and support to any eligible parent in meeting the
requirements to receive an RBT credential and (ii) coordinat-
ing with the school board of the school division in which the
child of an RBT-credentialed parent is enrolled to set up a vol-
unteer position for the parent to provide assistance as an RBT
in his child's special education program under the supervision
of a licensed behavior analyst or other qualified ABA individ-
ual. The bill provides that funds appropriated for the at-risk
add-on or for support services from basic school aid, pursuant
to relevant law, may be used to fund the Pilot Program. Finally,
the bill requires the Board of Education to report annually to
the Governor and the Generally Assembly by October 1 of
each year for the duration of the Pilot Program on the progress

of the Pilot Program. The provisions of the bill expire on July
1,2027.
Patron - Stanley

C SB170 Board of Education; out-of-school time
programs; exemptions from licensure; conditions and
requirements. Exempts from licensure any out-of-school time
program that (i) serves only school-age children; (ii) operates
primarily after or before regular school hours, during the sum-
mer, or at times when school is not normally in session; (iii) is
offered for the purpose of promoting expanded childhood
learning and enrichment, child and youth development, or edu-
cational, recreational, or character-building activities; and (iv)
receives and maintains Board of Education certification to
operate without a license.

The bill provides that any Board-certified, license-exempt out-
of-school time program that fails to comply with the conditions
set forth in the bill shall receive from the Superintendent notice
of such noncompliance with an explanation that if such non-
compliance is not resolved within a reasonable period of the
time, as determined by the Board, the Superintendent may, at
his discretion, deny, suspend, or revoke such program's certifi-
cation and require it to be licensed.

Patron - Craig

C SB181 rublic elementary and secondary
schools; cardiac emergency response plans required; grant
program established. Requires each public elementary or sec-
ondary school to develop a cardiac emergency response plan
(CERP) that addresses the appropriate use of school personnel
to respond to incidents involving an individual who is experi-
encing sudden cardiac arrest or a similar life-threatening emer-
gency while on school grounds and, in the event that such
school has an athletic department or organized athletic pro-
gram, while attending or participating in an athletic practice or
event. The bill requires each such CERP to integrate nationally
recognized evidence-based core elements such as those recom-
mended by the American Heart Association guidelines and to
integrate certain provisions and guidelines, including those
relating to establishing a cardiac emergency response team,
activating such team in response to a sudden cardiac event, and
integrating the CERP into the local community's emergency
medical services response protocols. The bill also requires,
with such funds as may be appropriated for such purpose pur-
suant to the general appropriation act, the Department to estab-
lish and administer the CERP Grant Program for the purpose of
awarding grants, on a competitive basis, to any public elemen-
tary or secondary school to assist such school in the develop-
ment or implementation of its CERP or in the purchase or
funding of activities or equipment that further promotes CERP
preparedness, giving priority to certain high-need schools.
Patron - Rouse

C SB395 rublic elementary and secondary
schools; student athletes; pre-participation mental health
assessment required. Provides that no public elementary or
secondary school student is permitted to be a participant on or
try out for any school athletic team or squad with a predeter-
mined roster, regular practices, and scheduled competitions
with other elementary or secondary schools unless such student
has submitted to the school principal a signed report from a
licensed physician, licensed advanced practice registered
nurse, or licensed physician assistant acting under the supervi-
sion of a licensed physician attesting that such student has,
within the preceding 365 days, received both a physical exam-
ination and a mental health assessment. Current law only
requires that the signed report attest that any such student has
received a physical examination within the preceding 12
months. The bill prohibits any public elementary or secondary
school from becoming a member of any organization or entity
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that regulates or governs interscholastic programs that does not
deem eligible for participation any student who has satisfied
the requirements for eligibility in accordance with the provi-
sions of the bill. The provisions of the bill other than the
requirement for the Board of Education to convene a work
group have a delayed effective date of July 1, 2025.

Patron - Pekarsky

C SB431 schools boards; pupil transportation;
alternatives; requirements. Expands the availability of allow-
able alternatives to traditional school bus transportation ser-
vices relating to the transportation of students to and from
school or school-related activities.

The bill expands the entities with whom and the purposes for
which a school board may enter into agreements to provide
transportation of pupils to include other school boards and
comprehensive community colleges for the purposes of trans-
porting students to and from concurrent or dual enroliment pro-
grams, career and technical education programs, joint and
regional schools, and college partnership laboratory schools.
The bill permits any school board to (i) provide, or contract
with a privately operated entity to provide, for the purpose of
transporting students to and from schools on a regularly sched-
uled basis a vehicle designed (a) to carry between 11 and 15
passengers, (b) as a specific type of school bus, in accordance
with relevant federal and state laws and regulations, and (c) to
carry nine passengers or fewer and (ii) in accordance with the
provisions set forth in the bill, adopt a resolution to utilize
alternative transportation providers, coordinators, and manage-
ment services to supplement traditional school bus service. The
bill requires any vehicle provided or obtained pursuant to
clause (i) to comply with all applicable federal and state laws
and regulations and undergo scheduled and random inspections
by the Department of State Police. The bill establishes require-
ments for the contents of police reports relating to any school
transportation-related accident to account for the use of alter-
native modes of school transportation to supplement traditional
school bus service. The bill contains provisions prohibiting any
school board from hiring, employing, or entering into any
agreement with any person for the purposes of operating any
vehicle to transport students unless such person meets certain
requirements, including those requirements specific to persons
who operate school busses.

Finally, the bill permits any school board of a school division
for which providing transportation by school bus is not cost
effective to use a portion of its transportation funding to pro-
vide a grant to any parent of a student who provides student
transportation to and from school and establishes several con-
ditions in relation to such provision, including directing the
Board to adopt policies and procedures relating to the award of
such grants.

Patron - Suetterlein

C SB440 Employment of school protection offi-
cers in public schools. Permits any local law-enforcement
agency to employ in any public elementary or secondary
school in the local school division, pursuant to an agreement
with the local school board, a school protection officer, defined
in the bill as a retired law-enforcement officer hired by the
local law-enforcement agency on a part-time basis to provide
limited law-enforcement and security services to public ele-
mentary and secondary schools in the Commonwealth. The bill
requires each such school board and local law-enforcement
agency to enter into a memorandum of understanding that sets
forth the powers and duties of school protection officers. The
bill requires the Department of Criminal Justice Services to
establish compulsory training standards for school protection
officers and requires the collection of certain data relating to
the activities of such officers.

Patron - Durant

C SB445 \kterans and active duty members of
the Armed Forces; teachers; credit for service. Requires
each local school board to give any veteran or active duty
member of any of the Armed Forces of the United States or the
Commonwealth who it employs as a teacher in the local school
division credit for any time served in any such forces in deter-
mining such teacher's step on the local school division's
teacher salary scale.

Patron - Durant

C SB468 certain school divisions; cost-savings
agreements; requirements. Removes the limitation on any
school board that enters into certain cost-savings agreements
with a school board that governs a contiguous school division
for the consolidation or sharing of educational, administrative,
or support services and thus qualifies for adjustment of state
share of basic aid computed annually on the basis of the com-
posite index of local ability-to-pay of such contiguous school
division that caps such adjusted basic aid payment at an
amount equal to the basic aid payment appropriated to such
locality by the 2007 Session of the General Assembly. The bill
also permits, notwithstanding the requirement set forth in rele-
vant law that a school division has 65 percent or more of its
local taxes coming from real estate taxes in order for the school
board that governs such school division to be eligible to enter
into such cost-savings agreements with a contiguous school
division, the Bath County School Board to enter into such cost-
savings agreements with the Augusta County School Board,
provided that all other conditions and limitations set forth in
relevant law apply to any such agreement.

Patron - Obenshain

C SB518 public high schools; personnel; college
and career specialist required. Requires each school board to
employ at least one college and career specialist, as defined in
the bill, in each public high school in the local school division.
The bill provides that each such individual shall be employed
in addition to and not as a replacement for the required school
counselor positions, specialized student support positions, or
support services positions.

Patron - Williams Graves

C SB563 Department of Education; Virginia
Community College System; regional career and technical
education program. Directs the Department of Education, in
collaboration with the Virginia Community College System,
the Virginia Board of Workforce Development, the Board of
Education, the school board and division superintendent of
Tazewell County Public Schools, and representatives of the
governing boards of comprehensive community colleges
located in Tazewell County and contiguous counties to study
the feasibility of and make recommendations on developing a
plan for establishing a regional career and technical education
program for all students in grade levels six through 12 who
reside in Planning District 2.

Patron - Hackworth

C SB619 rublic elementary and secondary
schools; compulsory attendance policies and procedures;
educational neglect defined. Revises the policies and proce-
dures relating to addressing the nonattendance or nonenroll-
ment of a child subject to compulsory education requirements
by expanding the definition of "abused or neglected child" to
include educational neglect and, therefore, requiring any
teacher, attendance officer, or other person employed by such
child's school, to report such neglect to the appropriate author-
ity in accordance with pertinent law. The bill defines "educa-
tional neglect” as the failure or refusal to provide necessary
education for a child who is subject to compulsory attendance
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in accordance with relevant law and is enrolled in a public
school and has missed 10 percent or more of the academic
year, including by (i) causing or allowing the child to become
chronically absent, defined as any student who has missed 10
percent or more of the academic year for any reason, including
excused and unexcused absences, or (ii) failing or refusing to
enroll a child in any school who is not otherwise exempt from
school attendance if (a) such failure or refusal to enroll contin-
ues after the school notifies and institutes proceedings against
the parent and (b) the time elapsed between the institution of
proceedings and the continued noncompliance to date exceeds
10 percent of the academic year.

Patron - Pillion

Elections

Passed

P HB26 voter identification; accepted forms of
identification; private entities licensed or certified by cer-
tain state agencies. Adds to the list of accepted forms of iden-
tification for purposes of voting a valid identification card that
contains a photograph of the voter and is issued by any private
entity that is licensed or certified, in whole or in part, by the
Department of Health, Department of Social Services, Depart-
ment of Medical Assistance Services, or Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental Services. This bill was vetoed
by the Governor.

Patron - Reid

P HB55 Primary elections; candidates for nomina-
tion; withdrawal of candidacy resulting in unopposed pri-
mary; primary cancellation and nomination procedure.
Provides that if a person who is a candidate for nomination by
a political party at a primary election and who appears on the
ballot for such election withdraws his candidacy on or after the
forty-fourth day before but prior to the Tuesday immediately
preceding the primary election, and the result of such with-
drawal is one remaining candidate who is nhow unopposed, the
remaining candidate will be declared the party's nominee for
the office sought and the primary election will be canceled.
The bill requires the notice of withdrawal to be signed and
notarized and to be submitted to the general registrar, who then
transmits it to the local electoral board and the State Board of
Elections along with a certification that the remaining candi-
date is now unopposed for nomination. The State Board is
required to declare the remaining candidate to be the nominee
within one calendar day of receiving such notice, and the local
electoral board is then required to petition the circuit court for
the cancellation of the primary election. Finally, the bill directs
the State Board to prescribe procedures for canceling a primary
election, including instructions for locking and securing voting
systems, disposition of marked and unmarked absentee ballots,
and voter notification. The bill has a delayed effective date of
January 1, 2025. This bill is identical to SB 131.

Patron - Wright

P HBG69 vacancies in elected local offices; interim
appointments; notice requirement. Requires the local gov-
erning body or elected school board making an interim
appointment to fill a vacancy in the membership of such body
or board to hold a public meeting at least seven days prior to
making such appointment. The bill specifies that at such meet-
ing, the body or board shall announce the names of all persons
being proposed for the interim appointment and shall make

available for inspection each person's resume and any other
materials required by the body or board.
Patron - Bulova

P HBO90 Elections; candidates for office; conduct
of primaries; declaration of candidacy. Provides that the
declaration of candidacy include a statement that if the signer's
name appears on the primary ballot and he is not nominated
then his name is not to be printed on the ballots for that office
in the succeeding general election. This bill is identical to SB
109.

Patron - McNamara

P HB111 Electors for President and Vice Presi-
dent; binding of electors; vacancies. Provides that an elector
who is selected by the state convention of any political party
and who, at the convening of the electors after the election,
refuses to present a ballot, presents an unmarked ballot, or
presents a ballot marked in violation of his oath stating that he
would, if elected, cast his ballot for the candidates for President
and Vice President nominated by the party that selected the
elector, or as the party may direct in the event of the death,
withdrawal, or disqualification of the party nominee, is deemed
to vacate the office of elector. The bill provides that the other
electors present shall immediately fill such vacancy in the
same manner as a vacancy due to an elector's death or failure or
inability to attend. The bill applies the same provisions to elec-
tors who are named in a petition of qualified voters not consti-
tuting a political party. The bill contains technical amendments
that consolidate into a single chapter the provisions of Title
24.2 relating to presidential electors. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.

Patron - Sullivan

P HB265 removal of public officers from office;
petition requirements; procedure. Requires the signatures
collected on a petition for removal of certain public officers to
be collected within 90 days of the first signature being col-
lected and provides that no signatures gathered after such
period shall count toward the required number. The attorney
for the Commonwealth is required to request that the court dis-
miss the petition, and the court is required to do so, if the fac-
tual or legal allegations made by the petition are not materially
different than the factual or legal allegations set forth in a pre-
viously filed petition or litigated in a trial pursuant to a previ-
ously filed petition that was against the same subject and that
was dismissed with prejudice or that did not result in the sub-
ject's removal from office at trial. The bill also provides that, in
proceedings to remove a public officer from office, if the attor-
ney for the Commonwealth who would be responsible for
reviewing a removal petition and determining whether valid
grounds for removal exist or for representing the Common-
wealth at a removal proceeding has a conflict of interest or is
otherwise unavailable, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Virginia shall appoint an alternate attorney for the Common-
wealth. Lastly, the bill provides that discovery shall not be per-
mitted prior to a determination that the petition states valid
grounds to proceed to trial. This bill was vetoed by the Gover-
nor.

Patron - Simon

P HB441 Assistance for certain voters outside of
the polling place; definition of ""person with a disability"";
training. Amends the definition of "person with a disability"
for purposes of the Elections title to mean any person who has
a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or
more of his major life activities or who has a record of such
impairment. The bill provides that any qualified voter who is a
person with a disability shall be eligible for assistance outside
of the polling place and makes technical amendments for con-
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sistency. The bill requires the training required for all officers
of election to include specific training on voting outside of a
polling place and directs the Department of Elections to incor-
porate into guidance documents for election officials the pro-
cesses and procedures for voting outside of the polling place,
including best practices for providing assistance for voters with
disabilities. This bill is identical to SB 605.

Patron - Bennett-Parker

P HB623 Rights of voters; covered practices; civil
cause of action; standing, jurisdiction, and venue. Provides
that, in addition to voters who are members of a protected class
and the Attorney General, any organization whose membership
includes voters who are members of a protected class or any
organization whose mission, in whole or in part, is to ensure
voting access shall be entitled to institute a civil cause of action
for alleged violations of certain laws related to the rights of
voters. The bill provides that the Circuit Court of the City of
Richmond shall have jurisdiction over such actions and such
actions shall be subject to expedited pretrial and trial proceed-
ings and receive an automatic calendar preference. The bill
allows the governing body of any county or city to establish,
by ordinance, a plan each year for the number and location of
voter satellite offices and the dates and hours of operation of
such satellite offices for all elections to be held in the county or
city that year. The bill also adds to the definition of "covered
practice" any change that reduces the number of voter satellite
offices in a locality or reduces the number of days or the hours
of operation of a voter satellite office in a locality or that devi-
ates from the plan established by the governing body each year.
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Price

P HB730 Campaign finance; independent expen-
diture reports; electronic filing required. Requires indepen-
dent expenditure reports to be filed electronically. Current law
allows such reports to be filed either electronically or in writ-
ing. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This
bill is identical to SB 692.

Patron - Sickles

P HB904 voter registration; list maintenance
activities; cancellation procedures; required record
matches; required identification information; data stan-
dards. Requires certain, specified identification information to
be included on the lists received by the Department of Elec-
tions for list maintenance purposes and requires the Depart-
ment, upon receiving any such list, to do an initial comparison
of the information included on such list with the list of regis-
tered voters and determine the confidence score for any match.
Matches with a confidence score of at least 80 are transmitted
to the appropriate general registrars. The bill prohibits the use
of voter data received from another state or jurisdiction or
through a list comparison for list maintenance purposes when
the data file does not include a unique identifier for each indi-
vidual whose information is contained in the data file. The bill
requires the Department of Elections to annually review all
sources of data utilized for list maintenance activities for the
purpose of determining the validity, completeness, accuracy,
and reliability of the data received from each source, and to
include the results of such review in its annual report to the
Committees on Privileges and Elections regarding its list main-
tenance activities. The bill requires the general registrars to
send notice prior to cancelling a voter's record regardless of the
reason for cancellation. Lastly, the bill clarifies that when a
voter's registration is canceled, a cancellation record must be
created, and that such records are public in accordance with the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the National \Voter
Registration Act. The bill includes numerous technical amend-

ments for organizational purposes. This bill is identical to SB
300. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Price

P HB939 Elections administration; certain activi-
ties or conduct prohibited at polling places applicable to
locations for absentee voting in person; prohibited posses-
sion of firearm within 100 feet of certain locations. Clarifies
that the provisions of law prohibiting certain activities or con-
duct in and around a polling place shall also apply to locations
where absentee voting in person is available. The bill also pro-
hibits any person, with certain exceptions, from (i) knowingly
carrying any firearm and (ii) knowingly doing so within 100
feet of the entrance of a polling place, the building used by the
local electoral board to meet to ascertain election results, the
building used to conduct a recount of an election, and other
additional locations used for voting-related and elections-
related activities. Under current law, this prohibition applies
within 40 feet of such entrances. This bill was vetoed by the
Governor.

Patron - Shin

P HB940 Elections administration; change to
location of polling place, additional notice requirement.
Requires notice of a change in the location of a polling place to
be posted, to the extent practicable, at the location last used for
such polling place on the day of the first primary election and
first general election conducted in the new location. This
notice is required to include information on how voters may
find their polling place.

Patron - Shin

P HB943 voter registration; protected voter sta-
tus; elections officials. Adds to the list of protected voters any
person serving as a member of a local electoral board, a gen-
eral registrar, a deputy registrar or employee in an office of a
general registrar, or an officer of election. Protected voters are
permitted by law to provide on the application for voter regis-
tration, in addition to the voter's residence street address, a post
office box address located within the Commonwealth to be
included on (i) lists of registered voters and persons who voted,
(if) voter registration records made available for public inspec-
tion, and (iii) lists of absentee voter applicants.

Patron - Shin

P HB989 Eiections administration; duties of the
Department of Elections; required election and voter par-
ticipation information on the Internet. Requires the Depart-
ment of Elections to provide information for voters on its
website, including (i) the role of and contact information for
the State Board of Elections, the Department of Elections, local
electoral boards, and general registrars and (ii) information
about absentee voting, polling hours, Virginia's voter identifi-
cation requirements and acceptable forms of identification, the
casting of ballots, and a means for voters to find their polling
place. The bill requires such website to allow a voter to review
his current voter registration information and voting history.
The bill also requires that the Department provide a version of
its website in which all parts are translated into any language
that is spoken by a language minority group, including that any
page linked to a translated page also be translated.

Patron - Tran

P HB998 Local electoral boards; certification and
abstract of results; deadline. Extends the deadline for local
electoral boards to meet after an election for the purpose of cer-
tifying the election results and submitting the abstract of results
to the State Board of Elections from seven days after the date
of the election to 10 days after such date.

Patron - Anthony
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P HB1003 Elections; precincts and polling

places; notice of changes mailed at least 30 days prior to
election. Requires notice of any adopted change in an election
district, precinct, or polling place to be mailed to all registered
voters subject to such change at least 30 days prior to the next
election. Currently, such notice must be mailed at least 15 days
prior.

Patron - Anthony

P HB1177 voter registration; list maintenance;
data sharing; requiring membership in the Electronic Reg-
istration Information Center (ERIC). Requires the Commis-
sioner of Elections to apply for, enter into, and maintain
membership for the Commonwealth in the Electronic Registra-
tion Information Center (ERIC). This bill is identical to SB
606. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sickles

P HB1330 absentee voting; persons confined

awaiting trial or for conviction of a misdemeanor. Provides
that any registered voter who is confined while awaiting trial or
for having been convicted of a misdemeanor may vote by
absentee ballot and requires the institution or facility in which
such voter is confined to (i) provide the means and opportunity
for such voter to complete and submit a timely application for
an absentee ballot and to properly mark his absentee ballot and
(ii) ensure such voter's marked absentee ballot is returned in
accordance with law.

Patron - Ward

P HB1346 Elections; campaign finance; exemp-

tions for candidates for certain offices; directors of soil and
water conservation districts. Provides that a candidate for
director of a soil and water conservation district may also seek
an exemption from the requirement that he designate a separate
campaign depository by certifying that (i) he has not and will
not contribute any money to his own campaign and (ii) he has
not and will not expend any money in the course of the cam-
paign. The bill also provides that a candidate for local office or
for director of a soil and water conservation district applying
for a general exemption is exempt from having to make special
reports for certain large pre-election contributions. This bill is
identical to SB 577.

Patron - Bloxom

P HB 1408 voter satellite offices; standards and
guidelines for determining number and location. Directs the
Department of Elections to develop standards and guidelines
for local governing bodies to utilize when determining the
number of voter satellite offices to be established in a county or
city for a general election and the relative locations of such sat-
ellite offices. The bill specifies that such standards and guide-
lines must take into account the county's or city's registered
voter population and the density and distribution of such popu-
lation within the county or city and must include a recom-
mended minimum number of voter satellite offices for the 14-
day and 30-day periods immediately preceding a general elec-
tion. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Srinivasan

P HB1534 Elections; challenges to voter or

voter's registration; challenges to candidate qualifications
or eligibility. Eliminates the process by which any voter could
challenge, in a polling place on the day of an election, the right
of any other voter to cast a ballot. The bill also eliminates the
process by which any three voters could challenge a voter's
registration before the general registrar; such challenges may
still be made by filing a petition with the circuit court of the
county or city where the voter is registered. The bill also

requires challenges to a person's eligibility to appear on the
ballot on the basis that such person did not meet all qualifica-
tions or fulfill all requirements for candidacy to be made at
least 60 days before the date of the election. Candidates who
are nominated at a primary election cannot be later challenged
on the basis of facts that were present prior to the primary elec-
tion and could have been raised in a challenge to such candi-
date's eligibility for the primary ballot. Any challenge to a
candidate's qualifications or eligibility shall be made by filing a
petition with the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond, which
shall have jurisdiction over such proceedings. This bill was
vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - Sickles

P SB109 Elections; candidates for office; conduct
of primaries; declaration of candidacy. Provides that the
declaration of candidacy include a statement that if the signer's
name appears on the primary ballot and he is not nominated
then his name is not to be printed on the ballots for that office
in the succeeding general election. This bill is identical to HB
90.

Patron - Suetterlein

P SB131 Primary elections; candidates for nomi-
nation; withdrawal of candidacy resulting in unopposed
primary; primary cancellation and nomination procedure.
Provides that if a person who is a candidate for nomination by
a political party at a primary election and who appears on the
ballot for such election withdraws his candidacy on or after the
forty-fourth day before but prior to the Tuesday immediately
preceding the primary election, and the result of such with-
drawal is one remaining candidate who is now unopposed, the
remaining candidate will be declared the party's nominee for
the office sought and the primary election will be canceled.
The bill requires the notice of withdrawal to be signed and
notarized and to be submitted to the general registrar, who then
transmits it to the local electoral board and the State Board of
Elections along with a certification that the remaining candi-
date is now unopposed for nomination. The State Board is
required to declare the remaining candidate to be the nominee
within one calendar day of receiving such notice, and the local
electoral board is then required to petition the circuit court for
the cancellation of the primary election. Finally, the bill directs
the State Board to prescribe procedures for canceling a primary
election, including instructions for locking and securing voting
systems, disposition of marked and unmarked absentee ballots,
and voter notification. The bill has a delayed effective date of
January 1, 2025. This bill is identical to HB 55.

Patron - Ruff

P SB165 Elections; candidates for office; peti-
tion of qualified voters; start date. Clarifies the date from
which valid signatures for petitions of qualified voters can be
collected for persons seeking to become candidates in certain
elections.

Patron - Reeves

P SB196 voter registration; list maintenance
data standards; challenges to a voter's registration. Prohib-
its the use of voter data received from another state or jurisdic-
tion or through a list comparison for list maintenance purposes
when the data file does not include a unique identifier for each
individual whose information is contained in the data file. The
bill requires the Department of Elections to conduct an annual
review of all sources of data utilized for list maintenance activ-
ities in the preceding 12-month period for the purpose of deter-
mining the validity, completeness, accuracy, and reliability of
the data received from each source and to include the results of
such review in its annual report to the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Privileges and Elections regarding its list mainte-
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nance activities. Lastly, the bill removes provisions allowing
general registrars to adjudicate challenges to a voter's registra-
tion, reserving such process to the courts. The bill includes
technical amendments. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.

Patron - VanValkenburg

P SB300 voter registration; list maintenance
activities; cancellation procedures; required record
matches; required identification information; data stan-
dards. Requires certain, specified identification information to
be included on the lists received by the Department of Elec-
tions for list maintenance purposes and requires the Depart-
ment, upon receiving any such list, to do an initial comparison
of the information included on such list with the list of regis-
tered voters and determine the confidence score for any match.
Matches with a confidence score of at least 80 are transmitted
to the appropriate general registrars. The bill prohibits the use
of voter data received from another state or jurisdiction or
through a list comparison for list maintenance purposes when
the data file does not include a unique identifier for each indi-
vidual whose information is contained in the data file. The bill
requires the Department of Elections to annually review all
sources of data utilized for list maintenance activities for the
purpose of determining the validity, completeness, accuracy,
and reliability of the data received from each source, and to
include the results of such review in its annual report to the
Committees on Privileges and Elections regarding its list main-
tenance activities. The bill requires the general registrars to
send notice prior to cancelling a voter's record regardless of the
reason for cancellation. Lastly, the bill clarifies that when a
voter's registration is canceled, a cancellation record must be
created, and that such records are public in accordance with the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act and the National Voter
Registration Act. The bill includes numerous technical amend-
ments for organizational purposes. This bill is identical to HB
904. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.

Patron - Rouse

P SB428 Elections; conduct of election; ranked
choice voting; locally elected offices; report. Clarifies the
requirements for conducting elections using ranked choice vot-
ing and requires the results for elections conducted by ranked
choice voting to be reported along with other results reported
on election night, except that such results must clearly be iden-
tified as preliminary and based on the first rankings in a ranked
choice voting election. The bill provides that final tabulation
for an election is required to be conducted on the same day as
other results are canvassed by the local electoral board. The
bill specifies that ranking data is required to be made publicly
available by the Department of Elections and requires the State
Board of Elections to provide standards and to approve vote
tabulating software for use with existing voting systems in
elections conducted by ranked choice voting. The bill specifies
that risk-limiting audits of elections conducted using ranked
choice voting are limited to the first choice rankings reported
on voting systems and provides that, while risk-limiting audits
of elections conducted using ranked choice voting may be
requested by localities, no such election may be included in
any random drawing required to satisfy the general require-
ments for risk-limiting audits nor shall a risk-limiting audit of
such election count toward satisfying any such general require-
ments. The bill specifies that the State Board is required to pro-
duce generalized voter education materials on ranked choice
voting and is also permitted to create and modify recount pro-
cedures to the extent necessary to accommodate a recount of an
election. Finally, the bill directs the Department to review the
testing and approval framework for voting equipment in the
Commonwealth and to submit a report of such review no later

than the first day of the 2025 Regular Session of the General
Assembly. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - VanValkenburg

P SB577 Elections; campaign finance; exemp-
tions for candidates for certain offices; directors of soil and
water conservation districts. Provides that a candidate for
director of a soil and water conservation district may also seek
an exemption from the requirement that he designate a separate
campaign depository by certifying that (i) he has not and will
not contribute any money to his own campaign and (ii) he has
not and will not expend any money in the course of the cam-
paign. The bill also provides that a candidate for local office or
for director of a soil and water conservation district applying
for a general exemption is exempt from having to make special
reports for certain large pre-election contributions. This bill is
identical to HB 1346.

Patron - Obenshain

P SB605 assistance for certain voters outside of
the polling place; definition of "*person with a disability";
training. Amends the definition of "person with a disability"
for purposes of the Elections title to mean any person who has
a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or
more of his major life activities or who has a record of such
impairment. The bill provides that any qualified voter who is a
person with a disability shall be eligible for assistance outside
of the polling place and makes technical amendments for con-
sistency. The bill requires the training required for all officers
of election to include specific training on voting outside of a
polling place and directs the Department of Elections to incor-
porate into guidance documents for election officials the pro-
cesses and procedures for voting outside of the polling place,
including best practices for providing assistance for voters with
disabilities. This bill is identical to HB 441.

Patron - Subramanyam

P SB606 voter registration; list maintenance;
data sharing; requiring membership in the Electronic Reg-
istration Information Center (ERIC). Requires the Commis-
sioner of Elections to apply for, enter into, and maintain
membership for the Commonwealth in the Electronic Registra-
tion Information Center (ERIC). This bill is identical to HB
1177. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

Patron - VanValkenburg

P SB692 Campaign finance; independent expen-
diture reports, electronic filing required. Requires indepen-
dent expenditure reports to be filed electronically. Current law
allows such reports to be filed either electronically or in writ-
ing. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2025. This
bill is identical to HB 730.

Patron - Perry

Failed

 HB40 Campaign finance; prohibited personal
use of campaign funds; complaints, hearings, civil penalty,
and advisory opinions. Prohibits any person from converting
contributions to a candidate or his campaign committee to per-
sonal use. Current law only prohibits such conversion of con-
tributions with regard to disbursement of surplus funds at the
dissolution of a campaign or political committee. The bill pro-
vides that a contribution is considered to have been converted
to personal use if the contribution, in whole or in part, is used
to fulfill any commitment, obligation, or expense that would
exist irrespective of the person's seeking, holding, or maintain-
ing public office but allows a contribution to be used for the
ordinary and accepted expenses related to campaigning for or
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holding elective office, including the use of campaign funds to
pay for the candidate's child care expenses that are incurred as
a direct result of campaign activity. The bill provides that any
person subject to the personal use ban may request an advisory
opinion from the State Board of Elections on such matters. The
bill directs the State Board of Elections to adopt emergency
regulations similar to those promulgated by the Federal Elec-
tion Commission to implement the provisions of the bill and to
publish an updated summary of Virginia campaign finance law
that reflects the State Board of Elections' and Attorney Gen-
eral's guidance on the provisions of such law that prohibit the
personal use of campaign funds and any new regulations pro-
mulgated by the State Board of Elections.

Patron - Simon

I HBA43 Assistance for certain voters outside of
the polling place; definition of disability. Expands the defini-
tion of disability for purposes of providing assistance outside
of a polling place to voters with disabilities to include any per-
manent or temporary disability. Under current law, the disabil-
ity is limited to a permanent or temporary physical disability.
Patron - Thomas

 HB44 absentee voting; absentee voting in per-
son; available beginning 30 days prior to election. Limits
the availability of absentee voting in person to 30 days before
the election. Under current law, absentee voting in person is
available beginning 45 days prior to the election.
Patron - Green

I HB56 voter registration by political party affil-
iation; partially closed primary elections. Adds party affilia-
tion, beginning January 1, 2025, to the information that an
applicant is asked to provide when registering to vote. The
applicant may indicate that he is an independent. The bill spec-
ifies that voters registered prior to January 1, 2025, will be des-
ignated as independent unless they provide a political party
affiliation to the general registrar. Voters may change their
political party affiliation or independent status by written
notice at any time before the registration records are closed
prior to an election. The bill also provides that voters who are
on the permanent absentee voter list will receive primary bal-
lots for the political party with which they are registered as
affiliated. Finally, the bill requires the state party chairman of
each political party to file written notice with the State Board
of Elections by January 31 of each year stating the rules
adopted by the duly constituted authorities of the state political
party for participation in the party's primaries to be held from
April 1 of that year through March 31 of the following year.
Patron - Wright

 HB79 Elections; times for special elections; held
on the same day as a primary election. Permits a special
election to be held on the same day as a primary election.
Patron - Campbell

I HB126 candidates for office; persons entitled
to have name printed on ballot, required reports. Provides
that a person who fails to file at least one of the campaign
finance reports required by law to be filed in an election year
by July 20 is not entitled to have his name printed on the ballot
at the general election for the office sought.

Patron - Watts

 HB176 Elections; form of ballot; party identifi-
cation of candidates; constitutional offices. Provides that any
candidate for a constitutional office who is nominated by a
political party or at a primary election shall be identified on the
ballot by the name of his political party. Currently, only candi-
dates for federal, statewide, and General Assembly offices are

so identified. The constitutional offices are those of the trea-
surer, sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth, clerk of court,
and commissioner of the revenue.

Patron - Gardner

I HB185 candidates for office; challenges to
qualifications or eligibility; timeliness. Requires challenges
to a person's eligibility to appear on the ballot on the basis that
such person did not meet all qualifications or fulfill all require-
ments for candidacy to be made at least 60 days before the date
of the election. Candidates who are nominated at a primary
election cannot be later challenged on the basis of facts that
were present prior to the primary election and could have been
raised in a challenge to such candidate's eligibility for the pri-
mary ballot.

Patron - Simon

F HB190 Campaign finance; prohibited contri-
butions to candidates. Prohibits candidates, campaign com-
mittees, and political committees from soliciting or accepting
contributions from any public utility, as defined in the bill, and
prohibits any public utility or any political committee estab-
lished by such public utility from making any such contribu-
tion.

Patron - Cole

 HB254 Elections; form of ballot; party identifi-
cation of candidates. Provides that any candidate nominated
by a political party or at a primary election shall be identified
on the ballot by the name of his political party. Currently, only
candidates for federal, statewide, and General Assembly
offices are so identified.
Patron - Sullivan

 HB393 Elections; election reform. Requires that
the general register of each locality publish on the official web-
site of the locality (i) monthly, a list of all registered voters
added to or removed from each precinct in the locality includ-
ing a reason for each change; (ii) on the first day on which the
registration records are closed for any election, a list of all the
qualified voters registered to vote in each precinct participating
in the election; (iii) after the election, a list of all persons who
voted for each precinct participating in the election; and (iv)
within seven days of any application for or receipt or use of
any money, grants, property, or services given by a private
individual, nongovernmental entity, or federal government
entity, a notice of such activity. The bill requires a registered
voter to provide a reason for being absent or unable to vote at
his polling place on election day in order to receive an absentee
ballot to vote by mail. Registered voters offering to vote absen-
tee in person are similarly required by the bill to provide a rea-
son. The bill provides that an applicant for an absentee ballot is
required to receive an absentee ballot by mail and to vote
absentee in person before the second Saturday immediately
preceding an election. The bill also repeals the permanent
absentee voter list and limits the special annual application to
those voters with an illness or disability. Provisions of the Code
providing for the establishment of drop-off locations for the
return of absentee ballots are repealed. The bill requires that all
absentee ballots sent in compliance with applicable state and
federal law be received by the close of polls on election day.
The bill provides that only members of a uniformed service, as
defined in relevant law, persons who are residing temporarily
outside of the United States, and spouses or dependents of such
members or persons are entitled to register to vote after the
close of registration records in person up to and including the
day of the election. Under current law, any person who is quali-
fied to register to vote is entitled to register to vote after the
close of registration records up to and including the day of the
election. The bill also requires presentation of a form of identi-
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fication containing a photograph in order to vote. The bill
repeals the provisions of law permitting a voter who does not
have one of the required forms of identification to vote after
signing a statement, subject to felony penalties for false state-
ments, that he is the named registered voter he claims to be.
Instead, the bill provides that such voter is entitled to cast a
provisional ballot. The bill requires the Department of Motor
Vehicles to provide voter photo identification cards containing
the voter's photograph and signature free of charge to those
voters who do not have another valid form of identification.
The bill eliminates provisions allowing for the use of ranked
choice voting in the Commonwealth. The use of central absen-
tee precincts is also eliminated. All returned absentee ballots
are required to be held in their return envelopes until they are
distributed on election day to the precinct in which the absen-
tee voter resides for counting.

Patron - Griffin

 HB413 Elections; form of ballot; party identifi-
cation of candidates; constitutional offices. Provides that any
candidate for a constitutional office who is nominated by a
political party or at a primary election shall be identified on the
ballot by the name of his political party. Currently, only candi-
dates for federal, statewide, and General Assembly offices are
so identified. The constitutional offices are those of the trea-
surer, sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth, clerk of court,
and commissioner of the revenue.
Patron - Convirs-Fowler

I HBA417 vacancies in elected local offices; time-
liness of special election to fill vacancy. Provides that when a
vacancy occurs in an elected local office that is subject to a
ward-based or district-based residency requirement, the elec-
tion to fill such vacancy shall be ordered and held within 365
days of the vacancy occurring.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

|: H B429 Elections; form of ballot; party identifi-
cation of candidates; constitutional offices. Provides that any
candidate for a constitutional office who is nominated by a
political party or at a primary election shall be identified on the
ballot by the name of his political party. Currently, only candi-
dates for federal, statewide, and General Assembly offices are
so identified. The constitutional offices are those of the trea-
surer, sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth, clerk of court,
and commissioner of the revenue.
Patron - Arnold

F HB433 state legislative districts; how districts
numbered. Sets out the manner of numbering to be followed
when establishing the Senate and House of Delegates districts
pursuant to Article 11, Section 6-A of the Constitution of Vir-
ginia and relevant state law.

Patron - Arnold

 HB463 Polling places; prohibited activities or
conduct; application to locations for absentee voting in per-
son. Clarifies that the provisions of law prohibiting certain
activities or conduct in and around a polling place also apply to
offices of the general registrar, voter satellite offices, and drop-
off locations during the period that absentee voting in person is
available.
Patron - Runion

I HB465 Election administration; deputy gen-
eral registrars; recommended number. Requires the State
Board of Elections to adopt guidance for determining the rec-
ommended number of deputy registrars to serve in a county or
city based on the size of the county's or city's population as of
the most recent decennial census and prohibits a local electoral

board from setting a number in excess of such recommenda-
tion. The bill allows for additional deputy registrars to be
appointed if the local electoral board determines that a greater
number than the State Board's recommended number for a
county's or city's population is needed and the local governing
body approves such number. The bill also requires the Depart-
ment of Elections to convene a work group no later than July 1,
2024, to advise and collaborate with the State Board on the
development of such guidance and directs the work group to
complete its work and make public such guidance no later than
December 1, 2024. The provisions of the bill other than the
requirement for the Department to convene the work group
have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2025.

Patron - Runion

I HBA490 Eiectors for President and Vice Presi-
dent; method of allocating electoral votes. Revises the pro-
cess by which the Commonwealth's electoral votes are
allocated among the slates of presidential electors. The bill
provides that the qualified voters of the Commonwealth will
choose 11 of the Commonwealth's 13 electors for President
and Vice President, with each voter voting for one elector for
the congressional district in which he is qualified to vote. The
candidates for President and Vice President receiving the high-
est number of votes cast in a congressional district are allo-
cated the one electoral vote for that congressional district. The
candidates for President and Vice President who represent the
political party of the Governor serving at the time are allocated
the two electoral votes for the Commonwealth at large.

Patron - Garrett

 HB629 Campaign finance; prohibited personal
use of campaign funds; complaints, hearings, civil penalty,
and advisory opinions. Prohibits any person from converting
contributions to a candidate or his campaign committee to per-
sonal use. Current law only prohibits such conversion of con-
tributions with regard to disbursement of surplus funds at the
dissolution of a campaign or political committee. The bill pro-
vides that a contribution is considered to have been converted
to personal use if the contribution, in whole or in part, is used
to fulfill any commitment, obligation, or expense that would
exist irrespective of the person's seeking, holding, or maintain-
ing public office but allows a contribution to be used for the
ordinary and accepted expenses related to campaigning for or
holding elective office, including the use of campaign funds to
pay for the candidate's child care expenses that are incurred as
a direct result of campaign activity. The bill provides that any
person subject to the personal use ban may request an advisory
opinion from the State Board of Elections on such matters. The
bill directs the State Board of Elections to adopt emergency
regulations to implement the provisions of the bill and to pub-
lish an updated summary of Virginia campaign finance law
that reflects the State Board of Elections' and Attorney Gen-
eral's guidance on the provisions of such law that prohibit the
personal use of campaign funds and any new regulations pro-
mulgated by the State Board of Elections.
Patron - Cherry

 HB643 Campaign fundraising; legislative ses-
sions; enforcement of civil penalty. Provides that violations
of the prohibition on campaign fundraising during legislative
sessions are to be reported to the Attorney General who shall
initiate civil proceedings to enforce the civil penalty currently
assessed for such violations. The bill provides that in the case
of an alleged violation by the Attorney General, the State
Board of Elections shall request the Supreme Court of Virginia
to appoint outside counsel to receive such violation report and
such outside counsel shall be responsible for initiating civil
proceedings to enforce the civil penalty.
Patron - Cherry
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I HB750 candidates for office; electronic peti-
tions. Allows for the collection of signatures by electronic
means, requires the State Board of Elections to prescribe can-
didate petitions forms in both paper and electronic formats, and
provides formal requirements for signatures on electronic peti-
tions. The bill also makes technical amendments to provide
uniformity in requirements for such petitions.

Patron - Walker

 HB796 Elections; absentee voting; electronic
ballot return. Requires that the Department of Elections estab-
lish an electronic transmission system through which a military
or overseas voter or voter with a disability may request,
receive, and return a ballot. The bill also requires a general reg-
istrar to offer an applicant for an absentee ballot who indicates
that he will require assistance to vote the option to have a blank
absentee ballot, the form for the envelope for returning the
marked ballot, and instructions sent to him by electronic trans-
mission. A voter with a disability who receives a ballot by
electronic transmission may print and return the ballot or may
return the ballot by electronic transmission if the voter affirms
that he is an individual who, regardless of any other disability,
(i) is blind; (ii) has a visual impairment or perceptual or read-
ing disability that cannot be improved to give visual function
substantially equivalent to that of a person who has no such
impairment or disability and so is unable to read or mark a bal-
lot to substantially the same degree as a person without an
impairment or disability; or (iii) is otherwise unable, through
physical disability, to hold, mark, or manipulate a ballot or to
focus or move the eyes to the extent that would be normally
required for reading or marking a ballot. Additionally, the bill
requires a general registrar to send any voter who indicates that
he will require assistance due to a disability a voter assistance
form. Under current law, voters who opt to receive a ballot
marking tool are not sent a voter assistance form. The bill also
allows a military or overseas voter who requested and received
ballot materials by electronic transmission to return the ballot
by electronic transmission in circumstances where another
more secure method, such as returning the ballot by mail, is not
available or feasible.

Patron - Hope

 HB841 Elections; conduct of election; ranked
choice voting; locally elected offices; report. Allows elec-
tions for any local or constitutional office to be conducted by
ranked choice voting. Under current law, only elections of
members of a county board of supervisors or a city council are
allowed to be conducted by ranked choice voting. The bill also
clarifies requirements for conducting elections using ranked
choice voting and requires results for elections conducted by
ranked choice voting to be reported along with other results
reported on election night, except that such results must clearly
be identified as preliminary and based on the first rankings in a
ranked choice voting election. The bill provides that final tabu-
lation for an election for a local or constitutional office that is
not shared by more than one county or city is required to be
conducted on the same day as other results are canvassed by
the local electoral board and that final tabulation for and elec-
tion for a local or constitutional office that is shared by more
than one county or city is required to be conducted at a central-
ized facility under the supervision of the Department of Elec-
tions. The bill specifies that ranking data is required to be made
publicly available by the Department and requires the State
Board of Elections to provide standards and to approve vote
tabulating software for use with existing voting systems in
elections conducted by ranked choice voting. The bill also lim-
its a risk-limiting audit of an election conducted using ranked
choice voting to the first choice rankings reported on voting
systems. Finally, the bill directs the Department to review the

testing and approval framework for voting equipment in the
Commonwealth and submit a report of such review no later
than the first day of the 2025 Regular Session of the General
Assembly.

Patron - Hope

 HB874 Campaign finance; campaign contribu-
tion limits; civil penalty. Prohibits persons from making any
single contribution, or any combination of contributions, that
exceeds $20,000 to any one candidate for Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, or the Senate of Virginia or
$10,000 to any one candidate for the House of Delegates in any
one election cycle. The bill does not place any limits on in-kind
contributions to such candidates from political party commit-
tees. The bill establishes thresholds for any candidates making
contributions to their own campaign in excess of $400,000 in a
race for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, or
the Senate of Virginia or $200,000 in a race for House of Dele-
gates. The bill also prohibits persons from making any single
contribution, or any combination of contributions, that exceeds
$10,000 to any one political committee in any calendar year.
Civil penalties for violations of the limits established by the
bill may equal up to two times the excess contribution
amounts.
Patron - Bulova

I HB932 Absentee voting; absentee voting in
person; available beginning 14 days prior to election. Lim-
its the availability of absentee voting in person to 14 days
before the election. Under current law, absentee voting in per-
son is available beginning 45 days prior to the election.

Patron - Earley

 HB942 Polling places and voter satellite offices;
prohibited locations. Prohibits the placement of a polling
place or a voter satellite office within a police station or sher-
iff's office, but permits the placement in a public building that
houses multiple offices that include a police station or sheriff's
office.
Patron - Shin

 HB1023 Polling places; prohibited activities
or conduct; application to locations for absentee voting in
person. Clarifies that the provisions of law prohibiting certain
activities or conduct in and around a polling place also apply to
offices of the general registrar, voter satellite offices, and drop-
off locations during the period that absentee voting in person is
available.
Patron - Wilt

 HB1045 Elections; campaign finance; Public

Campaigns Program and Fund established; tax check-off.
Establishes the Public Campaigns Program within the Depart-
ment of Elections for the purpose of providing matching pay-
ments of public money to participating candidates receiving
qualified small-dollar contributions of less than $250. The bill
requires participating candidates to agree to abide by contribu-
tion limits and limits on the use of public matching payments
in addition to agreeing to participate in public debates. Under
the bill, matching payments are made from the Public Cam-
paigns Fund, which is funded by an option on Virginia tax
returns to direct a contribution of $40 from an individual filer,
or $80 dollars for joint filers, to the Fund. The bill requires the
Department to conduct audits of elections involving Program
participants and to make a report to the General Assembly on
the status of the Program generally.

Patron - Simon

|: HBll49 Removal of elected and certain

appointed local officers by courts; Governor. Allows the
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Governor to petition the circuit court to remove from office
any local elected officer or local officer who has been
appointed to fill a local elective office due to certain issues
related to neglect of duty or criminal convictions. Under cur-
rent law, this process is initiated only by a voter petition.

Patron - Cordoza

 HB1170 Elections; conduct of election; provi-

sional voting procedures; type of identification to be noted.
Requires officers of election to note on the green envelope
used for persons voting provisionally the specific type of iden-
tification presented by the voter. Current law only requires offi-
cers to note whether or not identification was presented.

Patron - Wachsmann

I HB1171 Absentee voting; processing absentee
ballots returned before election day; processing upon
receipt. Requires the general registrars to complete the initial
processing of absentee ballots that are returned before election
day within three business days of receipt. Under current law,
registrars are directed to mark the date of receipt in the voter's
record and examine the ballot envelope to verify completion of
the required voter affirmation when an absentee ballot is
returned but are not subject to a deadline for doing so.

Patron - Wachsmann

 HB1172 Absentee voting; voter satellite

offices; minimum number required. Requires that absentee
voting in person be available in the office of the general regis-
trar and in any voter satellite office that the governing body of
any county or city chooses to establish. Localities with a popu-
lation of 50,000 or more are required to establish at least one
voter satellite office to be in operation for the duration of the
period during which absentee voting in person is available.
Under current law, the governing body of any county or city,
regardless of its population, is authorized to establish as many
voter satellite offices as it deems necessary.

Patron - Sickles

|: HBll76 Elections; voter identification con-

taining photograph required; who may register up to and
including the day of the election; absentee voting applica-
tion requirements; absentee voting in person availability;
return of absentee ballots. Requires presentation of a form of
identification containing a photograph in order to vote and pro-
vides that a voter who does not have one of the required forms
of identification is entitled to cast a provisional ballot. The bill
repeals a provision that would permit any person who is quali-
fied to register to vote to do so in person up to and including
the day of the election and limits the persons who are entitled
to register to vote after the close of registration records to
members of a uniformed service on active duty, persons who
are residing temporarily outside of the United States, and their
spouses and dependents. The bill limits the period during
which absentee voting in person is available from 45 days pre-
ceding the date of the election to the 14 days preceding the date
of the election. The bill requires that absentee ballots returned
by mail be returned to the office of the general registrar by the
close of polls on election day and be postmarked on or before
the Saturday preceding the date of the election. The bill elimi-
nates the use of drop-off locations for the return of absentee
ballots. The bill requires absentee ballot applications to contain
the last four digits of the applicant's social security number.

Patron - Wyatt

|: HB 1189 Elections; conduct of election; ascer-

tainment of results; random hand count audits. Requires the
electoral board of each locality to randomly select one polling

place within its jurisdiction in which votes were cast using a
voting system for a full hand count audit.
Patron - Scott, P.A.

 HB1200 Absentee voting in person; available
beginning on the fourteenth day prior to election; hours of
operation. Limits absentee voting in person to the two weeks
immediately preceding an election. During these two weeks,
the bill requires that absentee voting in person be available
Monday through Saturday, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. each
day.
Patron - Scott, P.A.

- HB1222 Aassistance for certain voters outside
of the polling place; definition of disability. Expands the
definition of disability for purposes of providing assistance
outside of a polling place to voters with disabilities to include
developmental disabilities.

Patron - Higgins

F HB1238 Local electoral boards; certification
and abstract of results; deadline. Extends the deadline for
local electoral boards to meet after an election for the purpose
of certifying the election results and submitting the abstract of
results to the State Board of Elections from seven days after the
date of the election to 10 days after such date.

Patron - Sickles

 HB1358 Elections; requirements for pre-

cincts; waiver for split precinct or precinct below the mini-
mum size. Allows a governing body granted a waiver to
administer a split precinct or directed to establish a precinct
with fewer than the minimum number of registered voters to
continue to use such a precinct for any election until such time
as the governing body makes changes to any precinct boundar-
ies within the locality or the waiver is withdrawn by the State
Board. Under current law, such a waiver is limited to the year
in which it is granted.

Patron - Kent

F HB1360 Campaign finance; prohibited per-
sonal use of campaign funds; complaints, hearings, civil
penalty, and advisory opinions. Prohibits any person from
converting contributions to a candidate or his campaign com-
mittee to personal use. Current law only prohibits such conver-
sion of contributions with regard to disbursement of surplus
funds at the dissolution of a campaign or political committee.
The bill provides that a contribution is considered to have been
converted to personal use if the contribution, in whole or in
part, is used to fulfill any commitment, obligation, or expense
that would exist irrespective of the person's seeking, holding,
or maintaining public office but allows a contribution to be
used for the ordinary and accepted expenses related to cam-
paigning for or holding elective office, including the use of
campaign funds to pay for the candidate's child care expenses
that are incurred as a direct result of campaign activity. The bill
provides that any person subject to the personal use ban may
request an advisory opinion from the State Board of Elections
on such matters. The bill directs the State Board of Elections to
adopt emergency regulations similar to those promulgated by
the Federal Election Commission to implement the provisions
of the bill and to publish an updated summary of Virginia cam-
paign finance law that reflects the State Board of Elections' and
Attorney General's guidance on the provisions of such law that
prohibit the personal use of campaign funds and any new regu-
lations promulgated by the State Board of Elections.

Patron - Convirs-Fowler

F HB1439 voter registration by political party
affiliation; partially closed primary elections. Adds party
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affiliation, beginning January 1, 2025, to the information that
an applicant is asked to provide when registering to vote. The
applicant may indicate that he is an independent. The bill spec-
ifies that voters registered prior to January 1, 2025, will be des-
ignated as independent unless they provide a political party
affiliation to the general registrar. Voters may change their
political party affiliation or independent status by written
notice at any time before the registration records are closed
prior to an election. The bill also provides that voters who are
on the permanent absentee voter list will receive primary bal-
lots for the political party with which they are registered as
affiliated. Finally, the bill requires the state party chairman of
each political party to file written notice with the State Board
of Elections by January 31 of each year stating the rules
adopted by the duly constituted authorities of the state political
party for participation in the party's primaries to be held from
April 1 of that year through March 31 of the following year.
Patron - Wiley

F HB1441 voter registration; proof of citizen-

ship. Requires any person applying to register to vote to pro-
vide proof of his United States citizenship. The bill provides
that the general registrars shall reject any voter registration
application not accompanied by one of the proofs of citizen-
ship enumerated in the bill. Under the provisions of the bill,
any person who is registered in the Commonwealth on July 1,
2024, shall be deemed to have provided satisfactory proof of
citizenship and shall not be required to submit proof of citizen-
ship so long as the person remains registered in the Common-
wealth.

Patron - Wiley

F HB1529 ceneral registrars; term of office and
exception from general early retirement provisions. Extends
the term of office of general registrars from four years to eight
years beginning on July 1, 2029, and extends the term of any
general registrar serving on the effective date of the bill until
June 30, 2029. The bill also provides that, in making an
appointment of a general registrar, there shall be a presumption
that an incumbent general registrar seeks to continue in office
unless such general registrar notifies the electoral board in
writing to the contrary. The bill adds general registrars to the
list of officers who are exempted from general early retirement
provisions and may obtain normal retirement benefits when
they are involuntarily separated from service and have 20 or
more years of creditable service.

Patron - Cordoza

 HB1530 Elections; administration; chief dep-
uty and other deputy registrars. Requires that each locality
have one chief deputy registrar. The bill requires any chief dep-
uty registrar serving on a full-time basis to be paid not less than
60 percent of the salary paid to the general registrar. The bill
requires that any chief deputy registrar of a locality whose pop-
ulation is greater than 10,000 serve on a full-time basis and
gives the general registrar in a locality whose population is
10,000 or less the authority to determine whether the chief dep-
uty registrar serves on a full-time basis. The bill gives general
registrars in all localities the authority to determine whether
any other deputy registrar serves on a full-time or part-time
basis and the authority to determine the terms of deputy regis-
trars, including the chief deputy registrar. Under current law,
requirements for employees in a registrar's office are deter-
mined on the basis of a population of 15,500 or less or more
than 15,500 and some of the determinations are made by the
electoral board rather than by the general registrar.
Patron - Cordoza

F HB1532 Relating to voter registration; list of

registered voters and persons voting at elections. Requires

the Department of Elections to provide digital lists of all regis-
tered voters and of persons who voted at any primary, special,
or general election held in the four preceding years at no cost
and manually prepared paper lists at actual cost to certain per-
sons. Under current law such lists are provided at a reasonable
price.

Patron - Griffin

— SB32 voter registration; verification of social
security numbers; provisional registration status. Requires
the general registrar to verify that the name, date of birth, and
social security number provided by an applicant on the voter
registration application match the information on file in the
Social Security Administration database or other database
approved by the State Board of Elections before registering
such applicant. If the information provided by the applicant
does not match the information on file in such database, the
applicant (i) is provisionally registered to vote and notified as
to what steps are needed to be fully registered to vote and (ii) is
permitted to vote by provisional ballot but such ballot shall not
be counted until the voter presents certain information. The bill
also requires the general registrar to verify annually no later
than August 1 that the name, date of birth, and social security
number in the registration record of each registered voter in the
registrar's jurisdiction match the information on file with the
Social Security Administration or other database approved by
the State Board and, in accordance with current law, to initiate
the cancellation of the registration of any voter whose registra-
tion record information does not match the database informa-
tion. The State Board is authorized to approve the use of any
government database to the extent required to enable each gen-
eral registrar to carry out the provisions of the bill and to pro-
mulgate rules for the use of such database. The Department of
Elections is required to provide each general registrar access to
the Social Security Administration database and any other
database approved by the State Board. The Department is fur-
ther required to enter into any agreement with any federal or
state agency to facilitate such access. The bill has a delayed
effective date of July 1, 2026.

Patron - Peake

 SBA42 Absentee voting; availability of absentee
voting in person. Limits the availability of absentee voting in
person to the three-week period immediately preceding an
election. Under current law, absentee voting in person is avail-
able beginning on the forty-fifth day prior to an election.
Patron - Peake

 SB45 Elections; voter identification; identifica-
tion containing a photograph required. Requires presenta-
tion of a form of identification containing a photograph in
order to vote. The bill repeals the provisions of law permitting
a voter who does not have one of the required forms of identifi-
cation to vote after signing a statement, subject to felony penal-
ties for false statements, that he is the named registered voter
he claims to be. Instead, the bill provides that such voter is
entitled to cast a provisional ballot.
Patron - Peake

 SB78 Campaign advertisements; independent
expenditures; electioneering communications; disclaimer
requirements. Broadens the scope of disclaimer requirements
for campaign advertisements to include electioneering commu-
nications, as defined in the bill, and messages advocating for
the passage or defeat of a referendum. The bill also requires an
advertisement that is an independent expenditure or that
expressly advocates for the passage or defeat of a referendum
to contain a disclaimer providing the names of the advertise-
ment sponsor's three largest contributors. The bill also requires
independent expenditure reports to be filed electronically. Cur-
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