Ret. Det. C.T. Moulton

SILENT WITNESSES
— THE IMPACT OF
DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE ON
CHILDREN



Children and
DV

NCDAV.ORG




Children and
DV




Seeing the Hearing the Being told
violent act o violent act Injuries from about the

most direct violent act violent act
exposure

Most common types of exposure to DV



Children Learn From Violence

Abuse Is normal and acceptable

Short term reinforcement behavior: victim is compliant, abuser gets
their way
Power and control influence loved ones

It Is dangerous to try to stop the violence

ldentify with the abuser and lose respect for the victim



Factors Impacting Children May Vary
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Exposure




Exposure

ﬂ

Withdrawal/depression ﬂ

.ﬂ Bed-wetting ﬂ_

.ﬂ Distrust of relationships ﬂ_

.ﬂ Eating disorders ﬂ_
| Sleep disorders D

.“ Anxiety/fear/dependency H_




Excessive irritability

Effects of ;

Exposure Regressed behavior

Children Fear of being alone
under 4 YOA

Emotional distress



Common
Effects of
Exposure

School age
Children




Common Effects of Exposure
Adolescents

Higher rates of : _
sexual risk taking Dating violence -

- Anxiety/depression




LEO Response Best Practice




LEO

Response
Best
Practice

BJlsel sy effects of family violence on Children

Msiszisis needs of Children

A EiE with creating a safety plan

Follow
up

after initial contact
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Law Enforcement
Response - Best Practice

Required training and directives
Be aware of Child’s presence
Realization of continued care for the child

Recognizing how children respond to trauma
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As a first responder d unique position
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Benefits to Improving Police Response

LEOQ interaction with
child could improve
quantity and quality of
Information gathered
enhancing evidence for
prosecution

Victims more likely to

seek help when their LEO interaction with

child at scene sends
powerful message

children are in danger
or withnessed an event







Interviewing
Children

About

Domestic
Violence







Goals of the minimal
fact Interview

Establish Collect

contact with § preliminary safety
child case (including
Information access to
alleged
offender




1 Fact

mmima

Goals of the M

Interview

[Set the stage for next steps



Considerations

Is a first responder interview necessary or can a
forensic interview be conducted instead?

What information can be collected from a
trusted adult (parent, peers)? Collect only
minimal information from child.

What Is the emotional status of child?

How do | phrase my questions so that they are
developmentally appropriate, non-suggestive,
and non-leading?

How forthcoming is the child without probing
guestions?
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CONSIDERATIONS

& Talk to children/youth alone in a neutral
space.

& Timing

& Show interest in what the child is saying.
& Use open-ended questions.

& No value judgments.

& Let the child know he/she is not in any
trouble with you




What happened?

Where did it happen? Are there multiple

Elements Of jurisdictions?
Minimal When did it happen? (depending on age)
Last time?
Facts
. Who is / are the alleged perpetrator(s)
Interview (with identifying info)? Access?

Are there other victims/witnesses?

{Immediate medical needs




Format

Introduction

Rapport

Transition to topic of concern
Limited questioning

Information and preparation (includes
safety assessment,




ol talk to
kids/young people
about things that
have happened to

them O

Introduce yourself
and your role

ol talk to kids to find

] ol talk with kids out how they are
Introduction about things that  doing/if things are
have happenedo okayl/if they feel
safe 0

oMy job is to listen
to what kids have to
say O

oMy job is to make
sure kids are safed



Rapport

Talk about neutral topics that interest
child.

Show interest in what child has to say.
& “Tell me about yourself.”

& “Tell me what you like to do.”



