
USING YOUR VOICE TO 
STAND UP TO INJUSTICE



32 YEARS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT



Civil Landmark Case:
Estate of Paula Ross et al v. Town of Gaston, IN

Ray Gillespie in his official & individual capacities as
Gaston Town Marshall

• Paula was the third wife of Tom Ross

• Previously married to Rene Pullum and Karen 
Whillhite both prior Gaston residents

• Two children born of their marriage – Cassandra, age 
6; and Felicia, age 2

• June-Oct., 1994 numerous incidents of documented 
violence

• In October 1994 Tommy Ross fatally shot his ex-wife, 
Paula outside Gaston Elementary School, where she 
had just dropped off their 6-year-old daughter, 
Cassandra.
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Killer Wins Share f Estate
January 2008

• January 2005 16-year-old Cassandra died by suicide.

• Ross pursued a lawsuit and eventually won a third of Cassandra’s 
estate following her death.

• Law was passed in July 2008 prohibiting this from happening in the 
future.

• January 2018 25-year-old Felicia died by suicide.

• March 2021 Tom Ross released from prison and moved to Mishawaka.

• January 2023 he was convicted of harassment and sent back to prison 
on a parole violation. His release date is December 2038.



Many things have changed since the 
1990’s…

when the statistics were 1 out of every 8 women living with a 
man would experience domestic violence during their lifetime.









THE ROOT CAUSE OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE

Any abusive or coercive act used to gain and maintain power 
and control over an intimate partner.



Understanding Family Violence

• Predisposing Factors – experiences and life circumstances that 
create violent tendencies in people.

• Violent behavior is learned.  We learn how to be violent.  We 
learn situations in which to be violent.  And we learn whom to 
target for violence.

• Rigid Family Role Structure
• Conflicting Interests Among Family Members
• Long-Term Stressful Events
• Social Isolation



Power and 
Control Wheel

Duluth, MN Domestic 
Violence Project, 1984

Ellen Pence, et al.



• Women who are strangled, even one time, are 750% more likely to be 
killed by their abuser.  (Glass, et al, 2008) The abuser will not strangle 
the victim to death but will kill them with a firearm.

• “The silent warning shot,” according to Gael Strack, CEO of Alliance for 
HOPE International.



State of Indiana County of Ripley v. Jordan Knudson
Cause No. 69C01-2103-MR-00001

Knudson was convicted of murdering Kristina 
Jones during a jury trial in April2022. 
Prosecutor Ric Hertel called the murder 
"brutal" as Knudson shot Jones three times 
from close range with a .410 shotgun.

When the initial murder charge was filed, a 
news release showed that Jones reported being 
physically abused with multiple episodes of 
being knocked out by her boyfriend, Knudson. 
She filed a Protective Order against Knudson in 
December 2020.

She was killed in January 2021.

Knudson received the maximum sentencing of 
65 years from Judge Ryan King.



Jay County, IN 
August, 2025



Sabrina L. Dunn, Defendant

• William Dunn was shot and killed 
on 10/21/2020. Sabrina Dunn 
charged with murder.

• On 08/09/2022 jury found 
Sabrina guilty, and the judge 
sentenced her to 65 years. 

• On 08/23/2023 Indiana Court of 
Appeals upheld her conviction but 
revised her sentence to 55 years 
with 5 years suspended.



State of Indiana v. 
Sabrina L. Dunn 

(2020-2025)
IN Supreme Court decided on April 15, 
2024, to “vacate Dunn’s murder  
conviction and remand the case to the 
trial court for further proceedings,” 
Justice Christopher Goff wrote.

Dunn’s attorneys had presented a case 
for defense of dwelling.

Prosecutor explained to the jury in 
closing argument “whether the 
defendant acted in self-defense and/or 
in defense of her dwelling.”

“The strength of Dunn’s defense leaves 
us fearing that the misleading 
instructions affected the outcome.”



State of Indiana v. 
Sabrina L. Dunn 

(2020-2025)
107 CAD entries of calls received 
between Bill and Sabrina between 
April 29, 2019, and October 21, 
2020. Ten calls never dispatched.

2 protective orders granted – 
more than 20 violations; 1 arrest

Sabrina separated and moved

She filed for divorce

Bill Dunn unlawfully enters her 
home on October 21, 2020, and 
she shoots and kills him.



Lethality 
Assessment 

Program

Utilized when an 
intimate 

relationship is 
involved

Officer believes 
an assault has 

occurred

Officer senses the 
potential for 

danger is high

Repeat names or 
locations of 

parties involved

Officer believes 
an assessment 

should be 
conducted

Eleven questions 
asked; victim 

may or may not 
“screen in”



Lethality 
Assessment 

Screen

Based on the reports 
reviewed, and the 
way the survivor 
may have answered 
the questions, she 
was in high danger of 
being killed.



On February 14, 2025, Sabrina Dunn was 
found not guilty by jury trial.



Blanton & Pierce, LLC
February 14, 2025
After a two week-long trial, our attorneys, Paul M. Blanton and Kyle C. Beach, are pleased 
to announce that their client has been found not guilty of murder in the Orange County 
Circuit Court. 
Sabrina L. Dunn’s acquittal comes after spending nearly 5 years incarcerated.
Our trusted colleague, attorney, Bob Bottorff of Bob Bottorff Law PC successfully appealed 
her conviction before the Indiana Supreme Court with a 5-0 decision and Ms. Dunn’s 2020 
murder conviction was vacated on April 10, 2024.
This verdict affirms our belief in Ms. Dunn’s innocence and demonstrates the strength of 
our legal team's dedication to achieving justice.
Our firm’s success wouldn’t have been possible without the coordinated efforts of the staff 
at the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Dottie Davis with Davis Corporate 
Training, Inc., and Cline, King, & King, P.C.

https://www.facebook.com/blantonpierce?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUemQ9r3CX__BAA3uVPJGe0klRYM-aY6CovHPSPFzxHNY33SH-_B2E28c11V0bBIPRinNXtybL0AoC9vpXZ5pqecmzholPuzqyzITgyKDRVuYTCvRUaj3aFwguBFq_V-swgYHfjJjYmLEi9Gw_jOJIaEjVmLnk-lwsE7wjDGURlekEZAMN_KdfVBeHPX0rs8FE&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/bettercallbob.org?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUemQ9r3CX__BAA3uVPJGe0klRYM-aY6CovHPSPFzxHNY33SH-_B2E28c11V0bBIPRinNXtybL0AoC9vpXZ5pqecmzholPuzqyzITgyKDRVuYTCvRUaj3aFwguBFq_V-swgYHfjJjYmLEi9Gw_jOJIaEjVmLnk-lwsE7wjDGURlekEZAMN_KdfVBeHPX0rs8FE&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067552358259&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUemQ9r3CX__BAA3uVPJGe0klRYM-aY6CovHPSPFzxHNY33SH-_B2E28c11V0bBIPRinNXtybL0AoC9vpXZ5pqecmzholPuzqyzITgyKDRVuYTCvRUaj3aFwguBFq_V-swgYHfjJjYmLEi9Gw_jOJIaEjVmLnk-lwsE7wjDGURlekEZAMN_KdfVBeHPX0rs8FE&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/CKKLawDogs?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUemQ9r3CX__BAA3uVPJGe0klRYM-aY6CovHPSPFzxHNY33SH-_B2E28c11V0bBIPRinNXtybL0AoC9vpXZ5pqecmzholPuzqyzITgyKDRVuYTCvRUaj3aFwguBFq_V-swgYHfjJjYmLEi9Gw_jOJIaEjVmLnk-lwsE7wjDGURlekEZAMN_KdfVBeHPX0rs8FE&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


Nathan Gingles is accused of shooting 
his estranged wife, Mary, her father, 
David Ponzer, and a neighbor, Andrew 
Ferrin, while hunting her through a 
Tamarac neighborhood early on a 
Sunday morning in February, their 4-
year-old daughter following him. 

Just days before she died, Mary 
Gingles laid out in chilling detail her 
fears about how her and her 4-year-
old daughter’s lives would end.

“Because of Nathan’s psychotic 
behavior, his multiple threats, his 
drug use, his multiple/many silenced 
firearms, and my impending divorce 
action, I am afraid Nathan will kill me 
and my daughter,” Mary wrote of her 
husband in a court filing in their 
divorce proceedings.

Ten days later, deputies say, Nathan 
Gingles shot his estranged wife as 
their little girl watched.



Just as police officers 
listen to and respond 
to their gut instincts, 

victims know when to 
be afraid.



“There isn’t much that 
scares me in this world, 
outside of the 
complacency of those in 
a position to help, and 
the apathy of those 
expected to ‘make a 
difference.’ We must 
fight against those. 
These are scary things.” 
Sgt. Siobhan McTighe, 
Windsor Police 
Department, Colorado.



Dottie Davis, Deputy Chief (Ret.)
Davis Corporate Training, Inc.

(260) 615-7376
daviscorptrng@gmail.com

www.dottiedavis.com
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